Permit application P37002 - Response to request for further information

*Concept images and/or renders of the proposed sculpture, clearly showing its size/scale and its proposed position within the gardens. 
* Details regarding how the sculpture will be embedded in the landscape, whether by concrete or other materials.
Sculpture will be embedded onto a concrete base, the plinth to be concrete block encased in locally sourced bluestone cladding (BAMstone). The artist has revised dimension of plinth – 100cm (h) x 80cm (l)  x 80 cm (w).
Sculpture- birds to be life sized, with 100cm wingspan. 
Height of sculpture 120cm.
Total height- 220cm

* Details regarding the location options previously considered and how/why the current position has been determined. It is noted that Recommendation 7.4.1 of the CMP includes the suggestion to 'consider installing some on the north side of the gardens close to the entrance points'. Further the 2022 written advice from Heritage Victoria suggested the sculpture should be within an area that has already been subject to change.
In the eight years since the adoption of the current management plan, many of the recommendations of that plan have been realised and many of these occur along the northern Botanic road boundary. The construction of new toilets (7.1.1); the construction of a nature based play area (7.8.2); a footpath (7.2.2) and inset parking (7.9.1) along the entire length of that boundary and the relocation of a bus stop (7.9.4)  and new school crossing point. The western third of this zone within the gardens, known as the Pinetum, is an area which has not been otherwise subject to change and therefore out of the bounds of consideration. It is fair to state that along the rest of the northern boundary there is quite a lot going on these days and therefore siting the sculpture in an area with a backdrop of parked cars and buses would not be ideal. 
The current site has been chosen for several reasons. It is on the edge of the area developed as an event space (7.7) in accordance with the CMP and has sightlines through that area. The site is located on the edge of an internal roadway within  8 metres of a garden seat, 40 metres of the fernery and 35  metres of the cannon. The area is within a preferred play zone for children, as it is a mid-point of the gardens close to well utilised family picnic areas. The sculpture would be incorporated into the discovery trail for children developed by the FWBG an activity for the Heritage Festival event held in 2022 and also deployed  during school visits since then. There are two trails – one for older children and one for those under 6 years, incorporating visits to the area within the zone of the cannon, the fernery, the Lone Pine the Moreton Bay figs and the well. 

* More fulsome information to demonstrate how the proposal aligns with the Conservation Management Plan, beyond recommendation 7.4.1.
The CMP notes that the community supports passive recreation and the gardens taking on an intergenerational learning educational learning role would be considered desirable (p.39).  The community supports compatible activities which increase utilisation of the space. Community feedback indicated showcasing of rare and endangered species (p.41) What better way to achieve these aims than to feature the yellow tailed black cockatoo, a totemic animal to the people of the East Maar; a species in decline in Victoria and South Australia due to habitat loss?

*Your application has included no information addressing s101(2)(b) of the Act regarding reasonable and economic use of the heritage place. It is a mandatory requirement for the Executive Director to consider the extent to which the application, if refused, would affect the reasonable or economic use of the registered place. You may wish to provide information to assist with this consideration. If you do not wish to provide further information regarding reasonable or economic use, you must advise of this prior to the date below otherwise your permit application will lapse.

A refusal of the application would not affect economic use of the registered place.
A refusal of the application would not affect reasonable use of the registered place.
