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Early Learning Centre
Statement

The early learning centre’'s design es-
tablishes an environment supporting
early childhood development. The
building is positioned adjacent to
the amphitheatre, with a central path
between the two structures. This ar-
rangement frames a key procession-
al path to the Platia and preserves the
important visual connection to the
heritage building.

The building's massing mirrors the
site's southwestern boundary line,
creating a geometric alignment that
places the buildings form to the
south. This orientation connects the
primary open play spaces for chil-
dren to the north and simultaneously
creates a spatial separation between
the theatre and the primary pedes-
trian axis path. The architectural lan-
guage is structured around curvilin-
ear geometries, informing the spatial
organisation of both interior and ex-
terior elements. This approach is fur-
ther developed through a considered
material and colour palette, reinforc-
ing the formal strategy and contrib-
uting to an environment aligned with
early learning principles. The result-
ing spatial configuration responds to
pedagogical needs by facilitating var-
led exciting an engaging movement
in order to cultivate interaction, and

engagement for children.

The main entrance faces St. George's
Road, providing access to public
transport networks, including trams,
buses, and bicycle paths. A cantile-
vered volume above the entrance an-
nounces the building's presence and
defines a double-height entry space.

The building draws on the formal
vocabulary of Hellenic architectural
symbols and traditions, establishing
a dialogue with both the adjacent
contemporary theatre and the his-
toric monastery on the site. Through
shared geometric references and
material sensibilities, the proposal ac-
knowledges the layered architectural
history of the precinct while contribut-
ing a contemporary interpretation.

Rather than replicating historical
forms, the intervention engages with
these precedents through abstrac-
tion. By adopting a framework that is
formally analogous rather than literal,
the design facilitates a dialogue be-
tween past and present—acknowl-
edging the shared lineage of the
theatre and monastery while allowing
the new building to maintain its own
architectural identity.
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The Site Volume Streetfront Setback Green Space Setback
Red dashed lines delineate the project A primary massing block is introduced, The volume is recessed from the street edge, Additional  setbacks carve space for
boundary, establishing the spatial framework articulating the initial spatial envelope within responding to urban frontage conditions landscape integration, softening the built
for volumetric intervention. the site constraints. and enhancing pedestrian amenity. edge and framing public green zones.

Northern Light

Further Setbacks to Northern Create entry canopy
Light
Northern recesses optimize solar access to A soulptura}l canopy ‘deﬂnes the entry The final form is shaped by the pedagogical imperatives of an Early
the newly created green space and northern threshold, signalling arrival and mediating L na Cent " fial clarit ch 4 intuit
windows allowing and cross-ventilation. between public realm and interior earning Lentre—where spatial clanty, sensory nichness, and intuitive
programme. movement guide every design gesture. Layered setbacks and a porous

facade of concrete, fluted glass, corrugated and coloured polycarbonate
Create a protective yet expressive envelope. The sculptural canopy marks
a threshold of transition, inviting curiosity and signalling arrival. Chromatic
modulation and rhythmic textures support cognitive development and
spatial legibility, while the sequencing of light, shadow, and material tactility

fosters a nurturing environment attuned to the rhythms of early learning.
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