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SITE 
Site:  

Former Supreme Court. 10 – 20 Gaol Rd Bendigo 

Building Type:  

Stone and brick two and single storey building 

Intactness:  

The building is intact 

Inspection Date:  

April 2025 

Zonings:  

R1 General Residential 

Victorian Heritage Register 

H1465 

Heritage Overlays: 

HO141 

Year of Construction: 

1857-8. modified 1927 

Significance:  

Statement of Significance 

Last updated on - July 15, 2024 

What is significant? 

The former Supreme Court, Bendigo was constructed in 1857-58 by the Public Works 

Department for the Crown Law Department, necessitated by the decision to hold circuit court 

sessions in Bendigo. It was built on Camp Hill where an area had been set aside for police 

purposes in 1852, providing the base for military and police presence during the goldrushes in 

the 1850s. It was used as the Supreme Court until 1895, when court activity was transferred to a 

new building in Pall Mall. In 1907 it was acquired by the Education Department and used as a 

Continuation School until its conversion for use by the Bendigo Teachers College in 1927. The 

depression forced the closure of this college in the early 1930s and it remained vacant until it was 

taken over by the Bendigo Girls High School of Domestic Art in 1937. It was used for this 

purpose until the Domestic Art School moved to new premises in 1959. The building was then 

used by Bendigo High School and remains part of the Bendigo Senior Secondary College 

campus. 

Alterations to the original building were made over a period of time, the first in 1860-61 when it 

appears that three new rooms were added to the rear of the building and rooms were re-

distributed as they had become inadequate and unsuitable. By 1865 it was reported that the 

condition of the building had deteriorated to a dangerous extent, resulting in the removal and 

rebuilding of part of the court house building. Internal changes were made in 1907 and in 1928 

extensive alterations were made, including the remodelling of the front porch from a small 
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square porch to a larger arcaded porch across the two storey central section, and the removal of 

some single storey rooms from three sides at the rear of the court room. New classrooms 

replaced these rooms. 

The original sandstone building consisted of a two storey central courtroom, which is still visible 

above later classrooms, with single storey rooms either side. Designed in a very simple Italianate 

style, subsequent alterations have not been unsympathetic. 

How is it significant? 

The former Supreme Court, Bendigo is of architectural and historical significance to the State of 

Victoria. 

Why is it significant? 

The former Supreme Court building is of architectural significance as a simply conceived 

Italianate design as applied to a government building. Decoration is limited to smooth quoining 

which emphasises corners and window openings, and contrasts with the textured surface of the 

main building. Subsequent alterations have been sympathetic to the original concept and 

additions have been restricted to the rear of the building. 

The former Supreme Court building is of historical significance as the earlier of only two 

buildings remaining from the Government Camp, which once served as the administrative centre 

of the Bendigo goldfields. As the oldest government building on the Bendigo goldfields, its 

importance lies in its place in the development of one of the most significant goldmining areas in 

Victoria into an important regional centre. 

It is also of historical significance as an early surviving building which was specifically 

constructed to accommodate the Supreme Court in Victoria, when it was decided to extend the 

circuit court to Bendigo in 1857. 

The provision of this facility was indicative of Bendigo becoming an established regional centre. 
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BENDIGO SENIOR SECONDARY COLLEGE FORMER 

SUPREME COUT FALL PROTECTION HIS 

CURRENT CONDITIONS 

A series of stone retaining walls bordering a paved path are located to the east of the building 

entrance (Figure 1). The wall directly in front of the former Supreme Court building stands up to 

2 metres above the path and is a potential fall hazard (Figure 2). Currently there is no fall 

protection near the edge of the wall. In 1993 as part of the renovation works a low steel arched 

steel fence as seen in Figure 3 was installed approximately 1.8 meters from the edge. This fence 

does not function as a fall barrier and is in fact a distinct trip hazard. 

The School have identified this are as a significant safety concern and have requested that 

appropriate fall protection be provided around its edge. 

 

Figure 1: The three stone retaining walls 
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Figure 2: The wall to be fitted with the fall prevention fence 

 

Figure 3: The existing 1993 low steel fence 

PROPOSED WORKS .   

To act as an effective fall barrier a fence is in brief required to be a minimum of 1 metre high, 

have no footholds and no openings wider than 125mm. This type of fencing has been used at 

the site beside the path within several meters of the proposed location. This fence, see Figure 4 

below, is the design proposed for the retaining wall. 
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As the proposed site is level the panels will align with each other rather than staggered as shown 

below. The existing fence is painted a medium grey which, given the surroundings, allows it to 

blend into the background. The new fencing is to match this colour. Due to the relatively gentler 

curvature of the retaining wall the independent panels can, and will, be longer than the example 

shown here. 

 

Figure 4: An existing fall fence close to the proposed location. 

The fence will be constructed of steel tubing with top and bottom rails of similar material. The 

posts will be of larger square steel tube. 

HERITAGE IMPACT OF PROPOSED WORKS  

The fence will be visible however the local geography, it’s design and colours will significantly 

reduce any impact it may have on the heritage values of the place. Any impact it may have is also 

mitigated by the harm prevention it offers to staff, students and visitors to the school. For these 

reasons the proposal is worthy of support. 

 

 

 

 

   

 


