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NORTH CENTRAL GOLDFIELDS PROJECT: Dunolly Mining Division

PART ONE: PROJECT REPORT

1. INTRODUCTION

1.1 PROJECT AIMS

This report aims to assess historic mining sites surviving in the Dunolly Mining Division, an area
designated, for purposes of administration, by the Mines Department last century. The whole of Victoria
was sectioned into Mining Districts which, in tum, were divided into a pumber of Mining Divisions.

This report is the second in a series looking at historic mining sites in all Mining Divisions in the
former Maryborough, Sandhurst and Castlemaine Mining Districts, which together comprise the area now
referred to as the North Central Goldfields (see Figure 1). The long-term goal of the North Central
Goldfields Project is to assess sites over the entire region and to determine which should be conserved,
and by what means, This report is a progress report and thus recommendations made are conditional on
the achievement of the final goal. The main focus will be on sites within Land Conservation Council-
designated Historic Reserves, but the project will encompass historic mining sites on other types of public
land and might also refet, for purposes of compatison, to sites situated on private land.

A complete copy of the Project Brief is included as Appendix A to this report,

1.2 BACKGROUND

The Dunolly Mining Division is one of the six Divisions that comprised the Maryborough Mining
District, the other five being the St Arnaud, Korong, Matyborough, Avoca and Amherst Divisions (see
Figure 1). Today, the Dunolly Mining Division roughly equates with the area of Bet Bet Shire, taking in
the towns of Dunolly, Laanecoorie, Llanelly, Moliagul, Goldsborough, Tamagulla and Bealiba.

Although gold discovery in the Maryborough Mining District was reported as early as 1848, the first
officially recognised goldfield in the District was that at Korong (Wedderburn}, which opened in May
1852, Later in 1852, digpers travelling from Korong discovered gold at Queens Gully, Moliagul, making
it the first field in the Dunolly Division to be rushed. Other significant finds followed, towns grew up,
shifted and vanished, and the region assumed its own shape and character.

By the late 1850s, the Division had acquired its reputation as nugget country, where a digger’s
perseverance and readiness to rush could eventually be rewarded with a lump of gold. Nuggets -
sometimes *nests’ of nuggets - sparked rushes, and while these erratic, often isolated, finds could frustrate
the digger, the lure of the nugget always held special appeal - the ultimate get-rich-quick scheme.

Althoupgh nuggets and large specimens (including the world’s largest, the ‘Welcome Stranger®)
dominated the Dunolly Division's reputation as an alluvial goldfield, other kinds of alluvial gold deposits
wete also worked to advantage, Cemented Pliocene gravels made up many of the small hills in the area,
while buried stream beds known as deep leads threaded their way underground. The mining of these
kinds of deposits required mote commitment and hard work from miners than did the chancy quest for a
nugget. They needed the stamina to stay put and dig deep, and miners commonly pooled their labour and
resources to form working patties and companies. Deep-digging alluvial mining called for technology -
often horse- or steam-powered - that was more elaborate and expensive (and certainly less portable) than
the pick, shovel, tin dish and cradle of the diggers who rushed the rich and shallow, but relatively short-
lived, nuggetty fields.

Although considered a mote notable industry, in nineteenth-century terms of technological, social and
economic progress, quartz mining played a relatively small part in the Division’s mining history. With
the exception of a few giants - notably Poverty Reef, Queens Birthday Reef, Sandstone and New Chum
Reefs and Queens Reef - the majority of quartz reefs in the Division were only superficially rich. :

The Division’s 139 years of mining history illustrates the extreme changes, especially in social and
land-use terms, bome by gold-rush districts, from the times of the carly pastoralists through periods of
intense population growth, social and economic development and land degredation. Local agriculture,
commerce and industry provisioned, profited and flourished from the gold rushes, and the livelihood they
offered were a consolation to weary diggers when the desire to make a home overtook the urge to rush.
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2. RESEARCH METHODOLOGY

The methodology employed for the project closely follows the guidelines set out in the Department of
Conservation and Environment (DCE) papet, Requirements for Assessment of Features of Significance in
Historic Reserves. The first half (five weeks) of the project period was occupied in research of historical
sources, and computer input of data collected. Among the sources consulted were: Mining Surveyors’
Monthly, Quartetly and Annual Reports; Mines Department maps, plans and reports; photographs and
illustrations; published local histories and other secondary sources; local newspapers; local knowledge;
and existing conservation studies for the Bet Bet Shire and North Central Goldfields area.

All historical data collected was entered into a simple computerised database, organised by
geographical locality because historical gold-mining references commonly pinpoint an activity or
occurrence to a particular gully, creek, reef, flat or hill. These localities have been grouped (for the
purpose of producing clear and readable site maps) according to which goldfield they are part of -
Dunolly, Moliagul, Inkerman, Goldsborough, Jones’ Creek, Cay’s Diggings, Cochranes or Bealiba,
Poseidon, or Halfway Diggings - and marked on modern 1:25000 topographic maps. For each locality,
the database provides a chronology of activity, detailing gold discoveries, mining parties and machinery,
settlement patterns, population levels, and gold production figures. The organisation of historical data in
this manner enables the origins of surviving physical remains to be traced, according to their location, as
an aid to precise interpretation and dating of sites. Conversely, the data can pinpoint the location of an
important historic site, so that remains of that site can be located on the ground today. The historical
database also provides a detailed overall picture of gold mining and other activities within the Dunolly
Mining Division, allowing an historical overview of the Division as a whole (its developments, trends and
characteristics) to be pieced together, The historical database, in its entirety, forms Part Three of this
report.

Once historical research had been completed and the database compiled, fieldwork commenced. Areas
and specific sites pinpointed as having been important mining localities were surveyed for surviving
remains. If found, remains were described, measured and photographed. Time and budgetary constraints
necessitated that recording be of a fairly basic standard. It is envisaged that more detailed site recording,
including scale plans and drawings, will be undertaken when particular sites are shown - after comparison
with similar sites within the Division and elsewhere - to be culturally significant. Ideally, this detailed
site recording, and, where necessary, further historical research, will be a component of the conservation
policies to be devised for significant sites,

As each area was visited, the results of site surveys were matched with their refevant historical data and
arranged to form a site gazetteer. The gazetieer entry for each site surveyed also includes details of
precise location, site interpretation, an assessment of the integrity and condition of surviving remains,
and, where appropriate, a statement of cultural significance and recommendations concerning the site’s
conservation.

The site gazetteer forms Part Two of this report
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3. HISTORICAL OVERVIEW

3.1 INTRODUCTION

References to some 290 locations in the Dunolly Mining Division were gleaned from historical sources.
The amount of historical data collected for each location is directly proportional to the degree of mining
activity undertaken in that place. Thus, the historical database entries for Queens Birthday Reef and
Dunolly Deep Lead (respectively, the Division’s richest reef and alluvial lead) yield many pages of
information. Some localities, on the other hand, were only superficially rich and, of them, only a few
sketchy details were ever recorded. The locality-specific contents of the historical database, together with
a wider reading of more general sources (see Bibliography), were used to compile an historical overview,
highlighting the major phases of development and the special characteristics of the Dunolly Mining
Division. Above all the Division became famous for the size and numbers of gold nuggets unearthed. The
unpredictability of nuggets, and a universal belief that not all the nuggets could have been found, has led
to Division the retaining this reputation. The six mining phases indentified can be summarised as follows:

PHASE 1: 1852 to1858

The initial discovery of gold led to a series of large rushes to three types of aurifercus ground: shallow
alluvial, cemented gravel and quartz reefs. Most of the Division's major rushes ocourred during this
phase, The working of the different types of gold-bearing ground tended to be closely linked, the finding
of surface gold, for instance, leading on to the discovery of an associated quartz reef or deep lead. During
this early phase of mining, claims were generally abandoned once water-level had been reached, as most
miners and mining parties could not afford to instal pumping and winding machinery, and it was still
relatively easy to strike new ground with abundant gold above water-level. Shallow alluvial ground,
initially worked by tin dish, tub and cradle, started to be re-worked by puddling machines during the later
1850s. In 1859, legislation governing mining claims and leases led to the formation of substantial mining
companies, which could afford to introduce pumping and winding machinery and effectively mine at
depth.

PHASE 2: 1859 to 1888

The status of the individual alluvial miner declined, as parties of working miners and co-operative and
public companies prospected and successfully mined on a large scale. It was during this phase that the
bulk of steam-powered machinery was installed. From a host of mining companies working deep leads,
cement and quartz reefs, some giants emerged, which dominated the mining industry and economic
development of the Division throughout this period. The arrival of the railway expanded the region’s
timber industry, providing a boost to sleeper and firewood production.

PHASE 3: 1889 to 1902

An Australia-wide depression forced many miners to return to fossicking for a living. With no local
capital available, several of the larger and more successful quartz mining companies were floated on the
British market, attracting substantial new capital. The government also funded local prospecting
assoclations, Quartz tailings were lucratively re-treated by the new process of cyaniding, which, due to
the small capital outlay it required, was a venture within the reach of smaller mining parties.

PHASE 4: 1903 to 1920s

This phase marked the end of quartz mining as the dominant industry in the Division. The Government
operated public crushing works so that small-scale quartz mining could continue, The slump in quartz
mining led to a reduced demand for mining timber, causing the local timber industry to diversify into the
distilling of eucalyptus vil. Also during this phase, the last of the Division's extracrdinary nuggetty
alluvial rushes took place, as well as the heyday of deep lead mining and the introduction of hydraulic
sluicing dredges to work most of the richest alluvial flats and gullies,

PHASE 5: 1930s to 1970s

The Depression years saw a renewed influx of unskilled miners to the Division, in an attempt (promoted
by the Government) to at least partially recreate the rich discoveries and economic vigour of the 1850s -
or, at least, to make a living from gold. During the Depression and in the decades following, old
goldfields were re-worked and some new ground prospected, but only rarely with success,
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PHASE 6: 1970s to 1991

The popularity of metal detecting renewed interest in the old goldfields, particularly those like the 2
Dunolly Division, whose reputation was built on nuggets,

3.2 HISTORICAL OVERVIEW - DUNOLLY MINING DIVISION

PHASE 1: 1853-1858 - Large alluvial rushes, beginnings of deep lead and quartz mining, and
moves towards permanency

Shallow alluvial sinkings l ;

The first reported discovery of alluvial gold in what was to become the Dunolly Mining Division

occurred at Queens Gully, Moliagul, in late 1852, It was unearthed by a party of miners travelling south J :
from the Korong (Wedderburn) goldfields 1, Around the same time, another travelling party also had [
success. Mrs Lauder (née Elizabeth Anne Bright), one of the party’s members, described the discovery:

At Christmas 1852, we went with our bullock team to the station of Mr John Catto on the ; ;
Loddon, looking for the best grass, and intent upon the chance of finding gold, We crossed L
the Loddon. While following the dray, my brother John found the first piece, which

weighed 4 oz 1 dwt. The wheel of the dray had gone over it. We camped upon the creek |
close by, and named it Sandy Creek. Opposite our camp we found gold in quartz, and that ]

reef afterwards became known as ‘Poverty Reef".. 2

Two other gullies - Long Gully and Surface Gully - were soon opened up. Their richness was to
eventually influence the moving of the settlement from Commissioners Gully to where the township of

Moliagul is today,® When Gold Commissioner Bull visited Molagul in Februaty 1853, he found;

500 people there and an encampment of 160 tents and stores..[and]...decided that an | -
assistant Commissioner, a Camp and Police would immediately be placed at Moliagul,
William Templeton, who was in charge of the camp at Commissioner’s Gully, was
responsible for issuing gold licences, collecting gold for escort to Melbourne, and -

administering the goldfield..4

After visiting the Moliagul diggings, Commissioner Bull continued his tour of inspection:

T then proceeded eight miles easterly towards the Loddon and came on another diggings -
about 100 men assembled. The same character of array exhibited itself. These diggings
produced gold similar to Mt Alexander, but in less quantity. About 300 holes had been
bottomed .. This first diggings at Sandy Creek was in the gully below Poverty Reef, on and

below the site of the town, and was known as the ‘Old Sandy Creek Lead'.S

p
i
|
F

By the following month, increasing numbers of men were heading towards the Sandy Creek diggings.
Their searching eyes and picks soon opened up new areas, including Jones' Creek. As James Flett writes:

The first official report on the field, early in March 1853, said that Moliagul was deserted
for *a sheet of water eight miles nearer the Loddon’, and this was followed on the 26 March
by another report saying the Moliagul Camp had been removed to Jones Creek, ten miles
away. The first newspaper report of the new goldfield was early 1853. A number of names
have come up in connection with the discovery, and of these perhaps the most likely
prospector was G, H. Patterson, who claimed a reward for the discovery of Jones Creek, ]
and ‘near Jones Creek’... The place was gazetted for Petty Sessions on 29 October 1853,

and named ‘Beverly’, a name which failed to stick. ©

Carless 1983 p18
Flett 1879, p271
Tully, 1988, p.4
Carless 1983, p21
Flett 1979, p271
Flett, 1979, p.274
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New goldfields were also discovered between Jones' Creek and Sandy Creek. In April, Ironbark Gully
was being worked, and in mid-July, gold yields from Nuggetty Gully, which runs south-east from Sandy
Creek towards Jones's Creek, generated one of the largest rushes ever to take place in the area. In

August, there were reportedly 7000 men working there 1

Whilst alluvial mining was flourishing in the northern part of the Division, gold was being dished in
Bumt Creek, downstream from Moliagul. According to James Flett :

Gold digging, it is said began in the Dunolly area in 1853, somewhere near the old Dunolly
homestead of Arch. McDougall, the otiginal settler about five miles north of the town

today, at what is now called Inkerman. 2

At about the same time the first throes of what was to become known as the Bumt Creek
Goldfield were oceurring two miles south of present-day Dunolly. The rush that developed there
was rich, drawing many diggers from surrounding areas. The Government reacted to this, and in

Qctober 1853 shifted the Commissioner*s Camp from Jones® Creek to the new gold goldﬂe!d.3

These discoveries at Inkerman and south of Dunolly instigated a series of rushes as diggers traced the
gold bearing lead the length and breadth of Burnt Creek, from Moliagul to Dunolly and on to Bromley.
The gold was deposited in the lead mainly in the form of nuggets, which occurred in a series of isolated
but very rich patches. Because of this, the early rushes were spectacularly large in terms of diggers, yields
and excitement, but spon exhausted themselves as the lead cut out again, Along with the stampeding
miners went their canvas settlements. By the end of 1853 the diggers had shifted south from Inkerman to
a site on Burnt Creek one mile south of the present township of Goldsborough4 Following on the heals
of this move came the Hard Hill Rush, which blossomed into the largest rush yet seen in the Division,
peaking in early 1854 with a population of 7,000. It ended suddenly when the auriferous lead was lost.
As James Flett observed, this new rush destroyed any earlier mining settlements:

The Hard Hill Rush, the richest that had occurred in the Dunolly area again drew the
population of this locality south and stores and hotels wete pulled down at the old locality
and followed the rush.

The new village of Hatd Hill after a time met the same fate as the others, the same lead
that appeared to be broken in places being picked up again further down the creek after the
Hard Hill Rush had been thinned by rushes to other localities. The last resting place of this
migratory band was a mile north of the later township of Dunolly (between the old and new
Cemeteries), and here the township existed at the beginning of the Great Dunolly Rush, a

long straggling street along the old track.”

Three miles to the south of the Hard Hill rush, a small population of miners continued working on the
Bumt Creek diggings. By April 1854 their numbers had increased to 400, and when two large nuggets
were unearthed in Quakers Gully, a rush occurred which doubled the number of miners on the field. It
was during this rush that the Bet Bet Reef was discovered. By November 1854 the gold workings
extended three miles and a Commissioners’ Camp had been started at Bet Bet. This rush collapsed soon

after and the Camp was broken up in December.0

The next development in alluvial mining came with the breaking of drought conditions which had
prevailed in the Division since the first discovery of gold. Silted-up waterholes had often prevented the
washing of nuggets from the matrix, leading miners to suddenly abandon potentially payable claims on
news of a new rush where the waterholes were yet to be muddied. The ending of drought conditions in
March 1855 saw a rush of 4000 men to old ground along Burnt Creek to process thousands of heaps of

wash dirt which had been stacked there, and which, when washed, vielded wonderful returns of gold.7.
This led to one of the Division's largest known rushes, known as the first Inkerman Rush, to:

Flett 1979, p272
Flett, 1979, p.278
Flett 1979, p276
Flett 1956, p20
Flett 19586, p20
Fiett 1979, p276
Carless 1983, p3
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a mile of rich, nuggetty ground, on the west side of the Bumnt Creek from Three Grain
Gully down, 1 ).

In April, 3000 diggers were reported to be doing well from surfacing operations, and by August there
were 6000 at work. This first Inkerman Rush, downstream from Moliagul, was the first to bring to light o
the nuggets for which the Division is still famous, A Maryborough newspaper correspondent described J :
the scene prior to the decline of the rush in September 1855:

Our streets, long desfitute of life have been for the last week crowded with eager
multitudes, all wending their way to the new rush at Mt. Moliagul. I believe there are
16,000 there and every day seems to increase the number - a large street has been formed
and public houses and stores rapidly erected. Sly-grog selling prevails to an alarming
extent and if drunkenness and debauchery be taken as the criterion of a wealthy goldfield, -
Moliagul must undoubtedly be going ahead. Two coaches are already plying between it I

and Maryborough.Z
By mid-September, the rush was declining, as the famous Fiery Creek rush, near Beaufort, had begun, (

The Division didn’t remain quiet for long, however. During the wet months of 1856, several miners
who had stayed on, prospecting for the lost lead at the Hard Hill Diggings, hit the next nuggetty patch, I
further south towards Dunolly, and won small fortunes, This became known as the Old Lead and sparked =
the biggest rush ever to be experienced in the Dunolly Division, Flett vividly depicts the immensity of L
this rush:

The rush depopulated half the digging towns in Victoria and it stemmed the rush to Rocky
River in NSW, digging being at a standstill as Creswick, Daisy Hill, Castlemaine, and
Maryborough emptied themselves of diggers, A great exodus set in from Bendigo ..It was .
Avoca that suffered the most from the Dunolly Rush. James Gearing, who was at the time
running the first newspaper there, said that as the news of the Dunolly rush got about the
effect was like an earthquake. Theatres, concert halls, hotels and stores..littered the
ground, or were being hastily located on drays, as each one raced the other to be the first at =
the new El Dorado. In two days Avoca appeared utterly deserted... On August 21st it was | -

estimated that there were 15,000 people at Dunolly and thousands more wete arriving.3

The pinnacle of the Dunolly Rush came in September 1856, when it was variously estimated that there 1
were between thirty to sixty thousand on the lead and crowded into the main street.* By October the -
number had declined to 20,000, as yields became poor and diggers departed to attend a very rich rush at
Chinaman’s Flat, Maryborough.3.

As up to 40,000 people abandoned the district, those who stayed behind reacted in several ways,

Some continued on as nomadic diggers, others began to settle down, began erecting houses and .

supplement their incomes from gold prospecting by growing vegetables, crops and raising livestock. =
Those who continued prospecting soon were successful. Wild Dog Hill near Dunooly was rushed in =
early November 1856, yielding well in patches and attracting a population of some three or four
thousands. There were also rushes to other parts of the Division, in particular to Mosquito (Jones’
Creek area), Italian Gully near Tarpagulla, and to Old Dunolly, now known as Goldsborough.
According to Flett, the Old Dunolly rush was probably at the northern end of Bealiba or Queens
Birthday Reef.6 Gold was also found in February 1856, on a small hill about a half mile (1km) south-

east of the Bealiba Run homestead.”. Diggers who worked this hill traced the lead down into the flat
and, late in 1857, their efforts resulted in a large rush that created the town of Cochranes (later renamed
Bealiba).

Flett 1979, p279 [
Flett 1856 p20 "
Flett 1956, p22

Flett 1956, p28

Flett 1956, p27

Flett 1956, p28

Flett, 1956
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In 1857, ample water and newly prospected ground in Munster Gully sparked another rush to
Inkerman. From Munster gully and surrounding ranges nuggets were traced down into Burnt Creek. A
Melbourne daily paper reported this success on the 15th March:

There were 3000 on Inkerman Rush at the time of the second rush there in 1857, The gold
was from 9 to 20ft deep, the creek was running water and an ounce to the tub was being
washed up. Nuggets from 20z to 200z had been found, The rush occurred south of the
previous rush, and at the locality now known as Wattle Patch, but extended from there up

and down the cteek as far south as the Old Police Camp at Goldsborough. 1

The second Inkerman rush peaked the next month. On 7th April the Melbourne Herald optimistically
informed its readers:

there are now 12,000 at Inkerman. On every tent a chimney is erected, and although to the
casual observer this may seem of no importance, it is yet one of the surest indicators of the
intention of the inhabitants® to winter here. The main street is already a mile in length and

contains many buildings of a neat and substantial character. %

Despite all the newspaper’s optimism, the fickle nature of the nuggets again proved itself, and by May
the rush was over, and the bulk of the diggers departed. This time the town that had formed around the
diggings did not completely disappear, and some miners stayed on confident that sooner or later they
would get a nugget.3 The efforts of those who persevered paid off, instigating minor rushes in 1858 and
1859 4, and a large rush of 4,000 miners to Milkmaid Flat in 1861.

Many diggers departing the second Inkerman rush followed the Hard Hills rush to Sandy Creek,
Tarnagulla, Hete the European miners worked, along with a large population of Chinese miners, a new
type of ground. early Tertiary beds of cemented gravel, These cemented gravels formed the tops of
several adjoining hills, collectively referred to as the Hard Hills, In the following year, with the easy gold
started to peter out on the Hard Hills, the Europeans drove the Chinese out of the Sandy Creek. Most of
the displaced Chinese went to the Bumit Creek camp at Dunolly, The Old Lead was again rushed in
October 1857 with the discovery of another of the Division’s famed gold specimens:

...the Old Lead, which had produced a fairly continuous run of nuggets since the last rush,
brought to light another larger than ever seen at Dunolly. The Dunolly nugget was 2952

ounces gross weight,,.and on being melted produced 1363 oz 18 dwts of gold R

After this rush things quietened down, and by June 1858, the Chinese miners had the Old Lead and
Bumt Creek diggings neatly to themselves. They then numbered arcund 25006, and their petrseverance
as alluvial miners was to help create and especially sustain, subsequent rushes.

Several smaller rushes occurred along Burnt Creek in 1858. There was another rush to Wild Dog in
June and, in the direction of Moliagul, a rush of 2000 in August was caused by the appearance of
nuggets in Sparks and Clodhoppers Gullies.” Further afield, gold was discovered near Janevale P.R. on
the Loddon in 1858, at what became known as Cays Diggings, after Robert Cay, owner of the Loddon
Station, which covered the area8 The following year, in 1859, another new goldfield ‘halfway’
between Sandy Creek and Newbridge was opened up, and became known as the Tamagulla diggings
(later Halfway Diggings), after John Catto's Tamagulla Station on the Loddon. The richness of this
new goldfield, which attracted some 1,000 miners, became so well known that the nearby town of
Sandy Creek changed its name to Tamagulla. Like all rushes of this phase, it was soon over, and the
bulk of the miners departed, leaving behind the persevering, In this case, those that remained to work

the minor gullies and open the reefs were mainly Greeks and Italians, 9

Flett, 1956

Flett, 1956

Flett, 1956

Flett, 1856

Flett 1958, p71
Flett 1958, p73
Flett 1956, p73
Flett 1979, p273
Tully, 1985, p. 50
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With the demise of the Halfway Rush in late 1859, things became tough for the individual miner '
(commonly referred to as a fossicker). No significant rushes wete to occur until the early 1860s,
perseverance and patience (the hallmark of the Chinese) was to be the otder of the day until then,

Puddling machines

Others who stayed on in the district after the Dunolly Rush, moved past the stage of the individual miner,
combining with others and taking on more ambitious operations, Often these called for machinery that
involved greater capital outlay than the simple pan, cradle and windlass, requiring of the new *generation’
of miners a commitment to stay put and recoup their investment. These advances in alluvial mining took
two main directions - puddling machines and deep lead mining,

Horse-driven puddling machines tended to be installed after a gully or flat had been rushed, *worked-
out’ and deserted. Dogged miners knew that the end of a rush did not mean an end to a field's gold;
rather, it meant that the gold was too widely dispersed to make a small miner’s right claim (12ft [3.6m]}
square), payable. Puddling claims were larger, apparently averaging about 100yds (91m) square, and
they could process all the surface soil, to bedrock, more quickly and economically than by hand-working
alone. Thus, puddlers tended to concentrate in gullies where the surfacing yielded well. In these favoured
localities, the puddling machines were situated at the heads and sides of a gully, where they and their
dams would be protected from the main force of the winter floods that coursed down the gully’s main
channel. The operation of puddlers was also determined by the availability of water, so that the wetter
months were their obvious peak season.

Able to process many tons of washdirt a day, the resultant sludge from puddling machines drastically
accelerated the silting problem inherent in alluvial mining. By 1857, the sludge from puddling machines
forced the town of Dunolly to start seriously considering matters other than mining as the:

Bumt Creek waterholes became muddy and dirty, caused by the constant cradling, panning
and puddling of the washdirt to obtain the gold. Near the course of the creek, holes were
dug in the gravel and sand, and water allowed to seep into the depressions, the sand acting
as a filter to clear the water...[after which] it was collected and sold to township residents by

the water carriers.]

The Government responded to the sludge problem by passing laws which required machine operators to
construct sludge channels to divert the damaging mass away from main creek channels. The operators
were also required to employ men to keep their section of the sludge channel free.

In the winter of 1859, the Dunolly Division’s first Mining Surveyor (responsible for reporting on, and
controlling mining matters) stated that there were 189 puddling machines operating, At the beginning of
1860, nearly all mining activity in the Division was in abeyance until the rains fell again?2 The
drought's effect on puddling machines, combined with the cost of sludge clearance, was devastating and
the use of puddling machines drastically declined. They returned with renewed vigor when the drought
broke in the winter of1861,

Deep lead mining

After the Dunolly Rush ended in late 1857 some diggers continued working the Old Lead, tracing it into
wet ground, where it became known as the Wet Lead3 These miners were embarking on a type of
alluvial mining known as deep lead mining, which, as the name suggests, involved deep sinking to reach
the gold on the beds of subterranean creeks, known as deep leads. Their success in finding nuggets, and
lack of success in keeping the water in their shafts at bay with simple whims and windlasses, led, in 1858,
to the erection of the first steam engine in the Dunolly Mining Division, by the Engine Enterprise Co., on
Bumt Creek, to drain alluvial worldngs.4 This company was not successful in obtaining payable washdit,
and despite the efforts of several companies in the 1860s, it was not until the late 1870s that deep lead
mining was successful,

Carless 1883, pp 4-5

Mining Surveyors' Reports, January 1860
Fiett 1956, p2

Flett, p73
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NORTH CENTRAL GOLDFIELDS PROJECT: Dunolly Mining Division

Quartz mining

At the same time as the emphasis of alluvial mining in the Division was changing, from individual
diggers to parties of working miners, quariz mining was also beginning to grow in importance,
Inspirational to this branch of mining was the wealth of the Poverty Reef, Tamagulla. Poverty Reef was
the site of the Division's first crushing works, in 1856. Prior to this, guartz obtained from this and other
reefs in the neighbourhood had been catted to crushing works at McCallums Creek, near Maryborough.
Some of the crushings from Poverty Reef were spectacular: for instance, in September 1853, stone

crushed from the reef yielded 92 ozs to the ton.! A diary kept by one of the Tamagulla claimholders
during 1856, shows that other reefs in the vicinity were also giving rich yields. It appears that during
these early times of quartz crushing in the Division, quartz was burnt prior to pulverization:

11th - Harry and his mate got three tubs an ounce on Jim Crows. They began hauling quartz
to the machine at Loddon.

25th - I went down this morning to the crushing machine at the Loddon to bum some of the
quartz. With cutting wood, carting and burning the day drew to a close.

26th - We got wood and stacked another fire .., the machine is an 8 horse power engine.
The quartz is first put through stampers, from thence conveyed by means of a shoot
{supplied by a continuous flow of water) into a trough where two large rollers each
weighing about 2 tons grind them to almost a fine gun powder and only when retorted the
process is completed.

27th - Put another stack then returned to Sandy Creek.

1st - Went down to the Loddon to burn some quartz. The machine works pretty regular and
is kept in motion night and day; the average quantity crushed in 48 hours about 3 tons,

2nd - completed our job, and returned in the evening, 5-1/2 of the first class quartz turned

out about 6lbs 10-1/2 oz; the pieces look well. 2

By 1859, yields from Poverty Reef alone were running at about 600 ozs per week and six crushing
machines operated in the town of Tarnagulla. At this time:

from a single crushing from the Prince of Wales Claim...two cakes of gold weighing 1,389
and 1,054 ounces were obtained, some of the stone producing the magnificent yield of 200
ounces to the ton... About this period the Gold Fields Commissionets visited Tarnagulla

and they were shown a kiln of quartz valued at £40,000.3

Yields like these resulted in reefs being opened up around Dunolly, including the Perseverance, Monday
Morning, Murphy's, Belgian, and Quaker's Reefs. Miners experimented with various technologies,
before introducing steam-powered crushing batteries, Those working Bet Bet Reef were a case in point:

When the Bet Bet Reef was first found there were no crushers available on the field. Some
miners devised a new method of extracting the gold by melting guartz in a large furnace.
Quartz was continually added to the boiling mixture, the excess drained out an overflow
pipe. It was assumed that the gold, being heavy, would remain in the bottom. However, in
the violently bubbling broth many flecks of gold found their way out the overflow and the

process was abandoned 4

Meanwhile, on Windmill Reef, near Dunolly, claimholders erected an 80ft-high wooden windmill to
drive a crushing battery. This was spectacularly unsuccessful: apparently the arms of the wheel, bearing
sails, made only a single revolution, following which the stamps gave a convulsive rattle in their box, the
machinery came to a dead stop, and the windmill never turned again. This unfortunate but innovative
venture went down in history as ‘Randle’s Folly’.5

Despite several reefs being opened up and worked, it was Poverty Reef that continued to dominate
the early history of the Division’s quartz mining. It was on this reef that one of the first mining leases
issued in the Division was taken up in August 1859 by the ; '

Flett 1956, p20

Blake 1981

Clarke 1985, p4

Tully 1988, p27

Dunolly and Bet Bet Shire Express, May 17 1898,
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NORTH CENTRAL GOLDFIELDS PROJECT: Dunolly Mining Division

“The Sandy Creck Quartz Mining Co” - to King, Summers, Beynon, Alex Turball, and
Thomas Baker, lease No. 16 in the Maryborough Mining District, Dunolly Division. !

This company, and another situated to the north, were also the first in the Division to seriously work reefs
below the water level. The Mining Surveyor reported in Sept 1859 that Poverty Reef:

continues its extraordinary success, a pumping and winding engine of 20-horse power is in
the course of erection by Messrs Beynam and Co, on the north end; and on the south end the
Poverty Reef Mining Co, are making preparations for the erection of machinery which is on

its way from Melbourne. They have called for tenders for the engine-shaft on the reef 2

At this early stage only one other company in the Division, the Specimen Hill Company at
Tarnagulla, took up the cha.llenge and erected an engine for the purpose of pumping and winding3
It was to be in the followmg mining phase (1861-late 1880s) which was to witmess the widespread
use of this technology 4

Moves towards permanency

With the alluvial mining population starting to stablise after the great Dunolly Rush, and with the
opening-up of many of the Division’s quartz reefs, the establishment of permanent towns took place. By
the late 1850s, some scitlements, such as the Moliagul Police Camp, Beverly (Jones® Creek
Commissioner’s Camp), and various canvas settlements formed along Burnt Creek had come and gone.,
Other places, such as Moliagul, Bromley and Old Dunolly (Goldsborough) continued, only to fade away
in the twentieth century. Two towns - Tarnagulla and Dunolly - did prosper - the former because of the
wealth of Poverty Reef, the latter because of its proximity to the richest alluvial deposits in the Burnt
Creek Valley.

In 1857, the Government commenced to set Dunolly up as the Division's main administrative centre.
In the early months of 1857, the town’s first public buildings - courthouse, lock-up, gold office and police
barracks - were erected at North Dunolly. These were portable structures, mainly constructed of
galvanised iron. Later, in 1859, these buildings were removed and rebuilt in brick and stone in their
current positions, at the rear of the south side of the main street. 5 In the town, brick buildings were
replacing canvas and wooden shops, and on the outskirts of Dunolly, many of the diggers' tents were
being upgraded to huts of wood and clay. The growth and permanence of Dunolly mirrored more than
gold fever. As Flett puts it:

Dunolly grew as the centre for the district, sold its merchandise through the wholesalers,
brought its gold and was the rush town itself no more. Gold was still the source of its life,
but the townsfolk set about building of a permanent place and to get from life other things

that the constant rush for gold ignored...

As the Dunolly Division became ‘civilized® the calls came progressively louder for technological
progress in the mining industry. One such advocate was the Division’s Mining Surveyor. He favoured a
more stable and sophisticated approach to afluvial mining, as one of his first reports, in August 1859,
indicates:

Individual alluvial mining is undoubtedly every day becoming a mote and more precarious
means of living. Very few are doing well at it, and the generality are scarcely eamning a
subsistence; and this in the midst of plenty, if efficient machinery were introduced to work
our numercus shallow leads and gullies, and the surface on the slopes of the auriferous

hills, 7

Flett, 1956

Mining Surveyors' Reports Sept 1859, p14
Mining Surveyors’ Reports, Aug 1860

See Appendix C

Flett, 1956

Flett 1956, p 37

Mining Surveyors’ Reports, August 1859
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NORTH CENTRAL GOLDFIELDS PROJECT: Dunolly Mining Division

Revised mining regulations in 1859 made it possible for companies to lease sections of reef and alluvial
ground, It is clear that the Mining Surveyor, like most of his contemporaries, viewed the demise of the
individual miner as an inevitable and progressive step, and he gave his blessing to the first two alluvial
companies to seek 25-acre leases:

They have chosen, perhaps, the very best ground in this part of the division - shallow,
originally rich, the gold general, the soil easy to wash, and plenty of watershed for teservoirs.
The individual miner has worked it so long that it cannot pay him now, but machinery with

suitable reservoirs of water will make it pay splendidly.!

However, his approval of this plan was premature, The application for these two leases of alluvial land at
Moliagui - Lease No. 24, to work Surface Gully and Long Gully, and Lease No. 25, to work Biggs Gully
- was bitterly and successfully opposed by individual miners working the area. Not surprisingly, they:

forsaw all the best ground tied up in this way, and a Miners® Protection Association was the
result, and the ambitious plans born of the Moliagul nuggets that at the time seemed so easy

to find, and the lean times in Dunolly, came to nothing

As 1859 drew to an end, the Mining Surveyor reckoned there were 3,420 engaged in alluvial and 900 in
quartz mining in the Division, and listed the machinery in use as 11 quartz crushing machines, four
pumping and winding engines, 189 puddling machines and 15 horse whims. The Division’s mining
industry was well established, though the population engaged in both alluvial and quartz mining was
temporarily decreasing, due to drought conditions.3 The new mining regulations signalled that quartz
mining was the way ahead: they meant larger companies, more capital, prospectuses to lure investment by
shareholders, and the introduction of sophisticated pumping, winding, crushing and amlgamating
machinery to tackle large-scale mining, It also ended a phase where shallow alluvial and quartz mining
were bound together, for in the coming phase they were to become quite distinct professions; the former,
the livelihcod of aging and independent fossickers; the latter, the domain of more ambitious progressives
and their employees. The year 1859 spelt the end of the era in which men rushed in their thousands to the
Victorian goldfields to win fortune and emancipation, and saw a re-acceptance of the more conventional
employee-employer roles.

PHASE 2: 1859-1888 - Mining cement, deep lead, quartz mining and other industries.

The Dunolly Mining Division was at an all-time low in 1860, but within a year or two its mining future
was restored. The fortunes of the Division were restored in the 1860s on the backs of both alluvial and
quartz mining, but it was the former that first instigated the turn-around and was to maintain the
Division’s buoyancy through future periods of frustration, The 1860s saw a colossal amount of
prospecting, so much so that, by 1868, it was estimated that some sixteen square miles of auriferous

ground had been worked within the Division. 4

At the beginning of 1860, nearly all mining activity was in abeyance until the rains fell again, The
drought’s effect on the mining industry was devastating. The Mining Surveyor reported at this time that:

almost entire want of water throughout the division has caused great depression both in
alluvial and guartz mining during the month of January; nearly all the puddling machines
are stopped, and only two out of the twelve crushing machines in the division are at work,
and both these are entirely though scantily supplied by water pumped from Poverty Reef,
and only one of them crushes for the public; consequently very little quartz is being
crushed, and a great number of wages-men have been thrown out of employment,
No new alluvial ground has been opened with the exception of a small rush that took

place in the early part of the month within one mile and a half of Jones's Creek, and which
is now nearly deserted...

Mining Surveyors’ Reports, August 1859
Flett 1956, p74

Mining Surveyors’ Reports, November 1859
Clarke 1985, p4
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NORTH CENTRAL GOLDFIELDS PROJECT: Dunolly Mining Division

With the exception of the Poverty Reef, Stony Reef, and Greek's Hill Companies, which
are energetically at work, none of the others who have secured leased in the division have

as yet commenced to make preparations. 1

The Division’s desperate position was not helped by the departure of more of its mining population, as
word came of rich gold discoveries at Inglewood. The year 1860 marked the lowest point in Dunolly’s
fortunes:

after the exodus to Inglewood rushes the population mustered only about 400 and the town street
was a scene of deserted shops and the Town Council meetings frequently lapsed for want of a

quorm:n.2

Despite the expectations of many in the mining industry, it was not quartz mining or large-scale mining
companies which was to wrench the Division out of its depression; it was the individual miners who, with
the breaking of the drought, discovered new gold deposits and rediscovered lost leads. Not only was the
township of Dunolly saved by the resultant Burnt Creek Rush, but the town of Bromley was founded.
What was known as the Burnt Creek Rush in fact encompassed a series of rushes, involving the working
of shallow alluvial, deep lead and cemented gravels, taking place over a period of eight years.

Deep Lead mining

‘The Burnt Creek rush had two distinct alluvial faces: the working of the deep lead in the Burnt Creek
valley, and shallow sinking and quarrying of older cemented gravels that formed the tops of the smail
hills around Dunolly. Sinkings on the deep lead kicked off the rush in 1861;

It began with a digger named Chipps, who sank on Anderson's Hill... The lead was 60ft
deep and was really wet and rather poor, but as though every digger in the district believed
it rich, a great rush set in and the shops were set up. Another rush then started to the
Jjunction of Wild Dog and Burnt Creek Leads and another rush began at Warnecke's Flat
and Dairy. The real lead on which the rush eventually based its existence began near Ah

Wing's garden and became known as the Bullock’s Flat Rush - the main rush.3

The rush to Burnt Creek was dominated by the Chinese, who outnumbered European diggers six to one.
It was reported that they held all the ‘fancy ground’, and opened the lower end of the lead, known as

Hong Kong Lead4 According to Flett, these rushes, which were;

kept going by the persevering Chinese often when almost abandoned by the Europeans,
undoubtedly saved Dunolly as a town... The town turned the corner in 1861, In the next
two yearts it consolidated itself, and for three years following this it reaped a rich harvest for

the re-discovery of old runs of gold...the continuations of the Wet Lead and Old Lead.d

The miners who chose to work the deep lead, now called the Hong Kong Lead, were initially
successfully in tracing the auriferous gravels, south-east down the Burnt Creek valley towatds Bromley.
In February 1862, the rush on the Hong Kong lead was in full-swing, The Hong Kong Lead was 3
chains (60m) wide on the flat, and yields like 1000z for 30 loads were common® Although the next few
months brought new successes the lead was becoming difficult to trace, and shortly afterwards was lost
altogether. By 1865 the Hong Kong lead had still not been traced, but two prospectors found gold near the
Horse Pound on Timor Road, about two miles north from Gooseberry Hill.7 This was the Pound Rush,
which resulted, once the shatlow ground had been exhausted, in the discovery of another auriferous deep
lead near Pottery Hill.8

Mining Surveyors’ Reports, January 1860
Fiett 1956, p34

Flett, 1956

Flett 1979, p.277

Flett, 1956

Flett, 1956

Flett, 1979, p.282

Flett, 1956
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NORTH CENTRAL GOLDFIELDS PROJECT: Dunolly Mining Division

The lead near Pottery Hill continued to be worked for many years, by Chinese, companies and
individual miners, In March 1868, McHardy and party completed the erection of powerful machinery,
and commenced work.l Six years later, in 1874, another company, the Prince of Wales, commenced
sinking a shaft and erected a puddling machine, and put through a quantity of washdirt for a yield
(including several nuggets varying from 14 to 8 ozs) of 2560z 4dwts2 This company was one of the
last to work Pottery Hill, suspending operations in June 1877 and placing their mine on tribute,3

Despite success in deep lead mining to the north of Gooseberry Hill, those who looked for the once
rich Hong Kong lead required more perseverance. In 1865 the quest to re-trace the lead was taken up by
a group of local farmers:

All companies - the Rising Sun, The Duke of Edinburgh, the Victoria and others -having
failed to find the continuation of Hong Kong lead near Bromley. Peter McBride was one of
the chief ones in this quest and great must have been the discussion and the geological
speculation over the Lost Lead or Hong Kong, and the Bet Bet farmers took up the matter
of the Deep Leads, forming a syndicate in November 1865, composed of Freemantle, Pike,
Sewell, and Gemmill, who met at Grant's Bet Bet Hotel and, along with 16 others, agreed

to £20 each to starting boring for leads in the Bet Bet va.lley.4

In spite of this syndicate’s determination, it was not until August 1869 that the lead was rediscovered, to
the south of the Duke of Edinburgh mine. The first lease in the area went to Richard James Scott of
Timor in 1871, and his Great Caledonian Co. started work in September 18725 Although extensive
working was undertaken, it was ten years later, in 1882 , that the Mining Surveyor was able to make a
favourable report of the company's operations:

after long and persevering work the company struck a lead of gold, which is tuming out
very favourably., They are now about to erect puddling machines in connection with the

steam machinery already erected 6

The Great Caledonian Company was then taken over by the Burnt Creek Co. which was to successfully
work the lead until 1913.7 During the time of their operations, the Burnt Creek Co. erected machinery on
three different leases - known as Bunt Creek, Bumt Creek No, 1 and Burnt Creek No, 2 - as mining
moved progressively south-east past Bromley.

Cemented Gravels

In April 1862, a different type of rush took place, to the hills west of Burnt Creek - Spillers Hill, Lady
Barkly's Hill, Graveyard Hill (old burial ground), Slaughteryard Hill, Patchy Hill and Gooseberry Hill.
Spillers Hill was the site of:

the first concerted effort by experienced diggers to trace a lead in this strata [Pliocene beds
of waterworn stone, cemented together] and the result was the weekly lists appearing in the
Dunolly newspaper of nuggets and yields of claims that became famous. In 1863 the Blue
Jacket Claim was getting sometimes upwards of 50 ounces per week, and the 'Blue Jacket’
nuggets were famous... In the Blue Jacket the wash was seven feet thick and a regular

ounce to the load was had for weeks and months. 8

On Spillers Hill, the Chinese mining contingent was again very much in evidence. By December 1862,
that hill had the distinction of being the only place in the Dunolly Division where steam machinery was

employed for working alluvial ground.? The following year saw a rush to another of the hills, White Hill.

Mining Surveycrs' Reports, March 1868
Mining Surveyors' Reports, March 1875
Mining Surveyors' Reports, June 1877

Flett, 1958

Flett, 1956

Mining Surveyoers' Reports, September 1882
Flett 1979, p.278

Flett, 1956

Mining Surveyors' Reparts, December 1862
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NORTH CENTRAL GOLDFIELDS PROJECT: Dunolly Mining Division

In November 1863, a large rush took place to Gooseberry Hill. Flett describes the beginnings of this
new rush:

The Union Co, which claimed to be the openers of...the Gooseberry Hill Rush sank 63 feet
and immediately got 9 ounces of gold... The papers referred to this firstly as the ‘South
Dunolly Rush’ and repotts of the gold found under the gravel and cement, where every hole
had gold, caused a great rush.. The Gooseberry Hill Rush extended throughout the

following years, despite swampings and the discovery of gold near the Pound in 1865...1
This large rush to Gooseberry Hill led to the emergence of another settlement, albeit only a canvas one:

The hill...was covered in tents and a considerable sized township had been erected with
more than one street... There were some thousands at Gooseberry early in 1865 and the
sight of the great multitude of fires glowing on the hill as seen from Dunolly in the Autumn

of 1865 was something to remember.. 2

Shallow alluvial sinking

In 1869, as the cement rushes along the Dunolly hilltops petered out, a nugget was unearthed at
Moiiagul, which was to rewrite the record books: it was named the Welcome Stranger:

It weighed 210lbs gross and 2268 oz, 10 dwts, 14 grains of smelted gold have been
obtained from it irrespective of a number of pieces of gold and specimens which have been
given away by the finders. The finders are John Deason and Richard Oates, miners who
have worked in this locality for about seven years and have a puddling machine there, and
the nugget was found...about an inch below the surface on the western side of the gully
slope, going from Black Reef down to a gully which is known as the Bulldog Gully or
Black Lead. They estimate the size as about 21 inches in length and 10 inches in thickness,
but unfortunately broke the nugget in three parts before they informed anyone of it. The
spot where the nugget was found is about 50 yards west of the Bulldog Reef in which the
quartz lode runs from one to four feet wide and has been worked to water at a depth of, say,
100 feet, and is about 200 yards east of the alluvial gully known as Black Lead, and whete
the depth of sinking is from there to 10 feet with a sandstone bottom, The nugget was
found in some surfacing (of which from 10 inches to a foot is generally puddled) of loose,
gravelly loam, resting on thick red clay, with a bottom of sandstone about 10 inches from

the surface. The actual amount paid for the gold sent to the bank was £9534, 3

In August of the same year, a rush to the Inkerman area took place. The gold that spurred the rush was
found on Gipsy Flat, south of Burnt Creek. The rush uncovered some large nuggets (150, 76, 50 and 40
0z.), but became famous for the number of ‘smallet’ nuggets unearthed (sixteen from 20-35 oz and 111
nuggets from 10-19 oz). The town of Gypsy Flat was surveyed after 9000 miners arrived at the rush.?
The Gipsy Flat rush was the only large alluvial rush to shallow ground to occur in the Division during
Phase 2 (1861-late 1880s).5

Quartz mining

While alluvial mining was reviving the Division's fortunes, quartz mining continued to grow as an
important branch of mining, and more and more reefs were opened up. In April 1862, it was estimated
that there were 79 distinet auriferous quartz reefs in the Division, and, by 1868, 172 quartz reefs had been

proved auriferous. Only a few of these reefs emerged as being of major significance in terms of
production or machinery erected: Poverty Reef (Tarnagulla), Watts Reef (Tarnagulla), Bealiba or
Queens Birthday Reef {Goldsborough), Queens Reef (Moliagul), and the New Chum and Sandstone
Reefs (Llanelly). The majority of reefs were the realm of parties of working miners or small companies.
These small operators normally only had the capital to work their shafts with windlasses or horse-

1 Flett, 1956
2 Flett, 1956
3 Flett, 1956
4 Tuily, 1988, p.8
5 See Appendix F
6 Clarke 1985, p4
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powered whims, and were usnally content to cart their quartz to public crushing works. Sometimes a
company which possessed a crushing plant and was itself in hard times, would try and re-coup some of
its capital outlay by crushing for others.

Some public crushing works were located in the main towns of Tarnagulla and Dunolly; others were
located in bush. The Star Reef Company was operating a public crushing plant on the Star Reef,
approximately 2km south-east of Llanelly, in 1867.1 The company failed but, in June 1876, a Mr J.
Watkins removed his crushing works from Llanelly to the reef. He proceeded to crush for the public and
in 1885 the plant was purchased by the Kangaroo Company, which carted quartz to the battery from its
mine several miles away.z The battery continued to crush quartz for other mines in the vicinity, and was

still operating in this capacity in 1891.3

Another public crushing works was situated on the Bet Bet Reef as early as 1859. At that time, one of
the three claimholders on the reef, Caithness and Co., brought a 30 horse-power Berdan crushing
machine there from Inglewood. This milling plant was replaced by a battery in 1861, to which quartz

was carted for crushing from reefs over a large part of the Division.4

The major reefs were constantly worked (though on varying scales) throughout the period 1860-88,
The only complete halts to operations on a reef appear to have occurred in slack times, when the various
claimholders might stop to discuss the amalgamation of their claims, Amalgamations were generally in
response to one or both of two problems: excessive water or poor-yielding stone. Not only did such
amalgamations combine adjoining ground, but also the equipment, plant and workforce of the
amalgamating claimholders, They also gave adjoining claims the benefit of one another’s work carried
out to date; for instance, Claim A and Claim B’s shafts could be connected by a drive, and one shaft used
for pumping excess water whilst the other was mined. The larger mining companies that resulted from
such amalgamations tended to have the largest and most complete pumping, winding and crushing plants
in the Division, removing and re-erecting them from one part of their combined claims to another. All of
them at some time or another went through lean times, which usually meant that mining was carried out
by tributer.

Tarnagulla mines

The Dunolly Mining Division's richest reef was Poverty Reef at Tarnagulla, An incredible 13-1/2 tons or

324,000 oz was mined from an area 120m long and 120m deep at an average of 4 oz per ton.d By 1860,
the reel"s claimholders were already well on their way to making their fortunes. The reports of the
Division's Mining Surveyor for this year focused on two main claims on the reef: Sandy Creek Quartz
Mining Co. (usually referred to as Poverty Reef Mining Co.), and Benyon and Co. Both had pumping,
windirig and crushing machinery at work, and the latter’s shaft, at 360ft (110m), was reported as the
deepest shaft in the Division in April 18605 In 1864, water entering the shafts proved too much for the
existing pumping machinery and, by September, all mining was suspended while the claimholders
commenced amalgamation talks.” A year later, the amalgamation was resolved and the Mining Surveyor
made this comprehensive report of the new operations on the teef:

The shareholders in the prospecting shaft, and five claims to the north and two to the south
have amalgamated, which step has resulted in the foundation of the Victoria Company...
The mine force employed consists of 45 miners... The machinery comprises one horizontal
engine, cylinder 18 inch with stoke of 3 feet; two Cornish boilers, 24 feet by 6 feet 6 inches
each; this drives the pumps and lifts, with Vivian patent friction winding gear. The pumps
are 8 inches in diameter, and consist of both plunger and lift. There is besides one small
winding engine, 10 inch cylinder. The engine with boiler is housed in a substantial brick
building 30 feet by 30 feet, and covered with corrugated iron. There is one Clayton and
Shuttleworth’s portable engine for winding from No. 4 and No. 6 claims, and one of
Roby’s patent portable 10-hp engine for winding from No. 6 north. There are four crushing

Mining Surveyors' Reports, December 1867
Mining Surveyors' Reports, June 1885
Dunolly and Burnt Creek Express, 26/1/1891
Tully, 1988, p. 27

Tully 1988, p44

Mining Surveyors’ Reports, Aprit 1860
Mining Surveyors' Repoits, September 1864
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NORTH CENTRAL GOLDFIELDS PROJECT: Dunolly Mining Division

plants on the ground, two of eighteen heads of stampers each, with engine of 25-hp, and
tailings pumps, and two of twelve heads each. The amount of quartz crushed weekly is

estimated to average 400 tons.!

Despite the amalgamation and new machinery, the Victoria Company was not patticulatly successful in
the long-term and, by 1868, it was reported that the whole of the line of reef was being worked by five
different parties of tributers.2 A Mining Surveyor's report of March 1870 indicates that the working of
the reef was barely payable, one of the tributing companies returning a yield of about 3 dwt to the ton.>
As a consequence, operations along the reef ceased in 1874, while amalgamation of properties was again
considered# The company that emerged after ten years of negotiations was the United Poverty and
Prince of Wales Company. In September 1884, the company was erecting machinery in preparation for
recommencing work on Poverty Reef 5 The United Poverty and Prince of Wales Company continued to
operate into the 1890s, as will be seen in Phase 3 of this Historical Overview,

To the north of Poverty Reef, on the outskirts of Tarnagulla, was Watts Reef, another productive reef
which was worked over a long period. Watts Reef was first opened in the 1850s, but was not worked to
any great depth until the late 1860s when two companies were sinking below the 180 foot level.©
Apparently these sinkings met with no great success, as little further was heard of Watts Reef until 1878,
when the Yorkshire Company was formed to work it. The company erected winding and pumping

machinery and started work the following year.’

Although not as rich as the neighbouring Poverty Reef, yields from Watts Reef over the following
decade did allow the Yorkshire Company to pay several dividends.® By the late 1880s, the company’s
activities on the reef were mainly confined to prospecting and no development of note appears to have
occurred there until the early twentieth century.

Goldsborough Mines

After the Poverty Reef, the next richest reef in the Division was the Bealiba or Queens Birthday Reef. So
great was the activity on this reef that it became the fifth and final site of the Old Dunolly settlement -
that is, the township of Goldsborough.9 Like Watts Reef, although it was first worked in the late 1850s,
the Queens Birthday Reef did not prove payable until the early 1860s, when the Goldsborough Company
commenced to work it. By the end of 1866, the company had won from the reef an impressive total of
1744 ounces of gold.10 In October that year, the Queens Birthday Company took out an adjoining lease
on the reef, It was 3 years before their mine showed a return, but perseverance and the installation of
heavy machinery eventually paid off: in 1868 the Queens Birthday Company sank onto payable gold.

A large number of companies worked the Queens Birthday Reef between 1867 and 1890, seeking the
same success as the Goldsborough and Queens Birthday Companies. Despite the humber of mines
worked, none equalled the performance of the Queens Birthday mine. During the middle years of the
1870s, when most of the other mines had suspended operations, the Queens Birthday continued, not just
to work successfully, but to grow. In December 1876, the Mining Surveyor reported that;

the mine presents very favourable appearance for permanency. Two paits of Chilian mills
for treating tailings are now on the ground, and will be erected forthwith; it is also

contemplated to erect other machinery for the treatment of the tailings and pyrites.11

Dickers Mining Record, 24/11/18685, p243
Mining Surveyors' Reports, September 1868
Mining Surveyors' Reports, March 1870
Mining Surveyors' Reports, December 1874
Mining Surveyors' Reports, September 1884
Mining Surveyors' Reports, March 1870
Mining Surveyors' Reports, June 1879
Mining Surveyors' Reports, March 1883 & June 1885
Flett, 1956

Flett, 1956

Mining Surveyors' Reports, December 1876
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NORTH CENTRAL GOLDFIELDS PROJECT: Dunolly Mining Division

By 1877, the Queens Birthday Company had taken over the Goldsborough Company’s ground.l At
the time of the take-over, the Goldsberough Company had paid dividends of £20,000 to its shareholders,
and worked rich quartz down to the 300-foot level in its mine. In 1879, the Queens Birthday Company
was considered one of Victoria's leading gold mines. The highest fortnightly yield from its mine was
1765 ounces, but yields of 1000 ounces were common. During the 1880s, plant and equipment costing
£25,000 was installed at the mine, comprising:

the usual pumping and winding gear on a massive scale, [and] a forty-head battery as well
as a 12-stamper machine on the old Goldsborough Co.’s ground and another that the
Queens Birthday Co. now owned on the old North Birthday Co.’s shaft of 18 stampers.
They also had a Chilean mill, air compressors, patent concentrators, and reception and

visitors® rooms. They also had a board room up above the battery.2

By 1887, nearly £250,000 had been paid to Queens Birthday Company shareholders, and the plant was

crushing 2000 tons of stone per week, At that time, the company held 136 acres under lease.3 Over the
following two years, the company found the going harder, leading the mine to be floated on the English

market.4 Up to this point, the company had obtained 100,504 oz of gold from its two shafts.3

Llanelly mines

Two very tich lines of reef were responsible for establishing the town of Llanelly: the New Chum and
Sandstone Reefs. In April 1863, a local cotrespondent referred to New Chum as ‘the reef of

Tamagulla‘.6 At that time, an engine with four batteries of stamps was put to work on the reef, offering
crushing and pumping services to miners at ‘the most liberal’ terms.’

As was the case on the other significant reefs, amalgamation of claims occurred and, by 1867, a large
portion of the reef was being worked by the Cambrian Company. This company was to obtain 36,000
ounces of gold from the reef, before ceasing operations in the 187058 In March 1871, the Company’s
mine was sold and two companies were formed to retreat the mine tailings:

The Cambrian Co.’s mine and plant on New Chum line of reef, have recently been sold,
and the purchasers have erected several of Carpenter’s patent ore separators, which will be
worked by one of the engines, for the purpose of washing quartz tailings. Two companies
have been formed, known as the Victorian Pyrites and Auriferous Ores Companies; they
have purchased all the tailings in the neighbourhood (several thousand tons), which is

calculated to keep them profitably employed for the next three years.9

Al least some of the pyrites obtained by these companies was shipped to England for treatment, where
yields like 40z 18gr of gold and 7dwts of silver per ton were realised 10

By December 1871, the Cambrian Company had been reorganised, and its two principal neighbours on
New Chum Reef, the Prince of Wales and Extended Companies had amalgamated, suggesting hard times,
From that point, mining on this reef was mainly limited to prospecting for new lodes and, despite all
three companies amalgamating in 187411 the days of significant returns from New Chum Reef were
OVEr.

Llanelly’s other main reef, running parallel to the New Chum, was the Sandstone Reef, which was
worked by a number of companies from the late 1860s. The Victoria Company appears to have been the

Flott, 1956

Flett, 1956

Flett, 1956

Mining Surveyors' Reports, September 1888
Kitson, 1902-1906

Dunolly and Burnt Creek Express, 10 April 1863, p3
Dunolly and Burnt Creek Express, 10 April 1863, p3
Tully, 1988, p. 48

Mining Surveyors' Reports, March 1871

Mining Surveyors' Reports, June 1871

Mining Surveyors’ Reports, June 1874
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most successful of these, erecting powerful pumping and winding machinery in 1868.1 The Victoria and
the othet mines on the reef struggled along into the 1870s, with varying success, but by the mid-1870s all
had ceased operations,2 In the 1890s, renewed capital from England allowed the reef to be worked
again,

Moliagul

The main quartz field of the Moliagul area was Queens Reef, close by the site of the Division's first gold
discovery. Queens Reef was worked during the late 185083, and in 1860 a co-operative party, the Queens
Company, was formed and equipped with a 25 horse-power engine and crushing plant4 The Queens
Company appears to have continued to opetate through the 1870s, though a lack of reports on its progress
by the Division's Mining Surveyor, suggest that it did not meet with much success. A report in December
1872, however, suggested renewed vigour, perhaps even a change of luck:

The Queen’s Reef Co. are sinking a main shaft (present depth 120 feet)... They have nearly
completed the erection of powerful pumping and winding machinery, and intend to put

down a 10-inch plunger lift to drain the mine

But perhaps not. Through the middle years of the 1870s, the mine was either idle or being worked by
tributers. By 1878, the Old Queens Company had been re-organised into the Queen's Reef Company,
which set up an engine, boiler and twenty head of stamps on the reef. The new company prospected
through sinking and cross-cutting, but met with litle success, and, before long, Queens Reef was
virtually abandoned,

Other indusiries

During the 1860s and 1870s, mining gave rise to a number other industries in the Division. The largest of
these was agriculture. Gold deposits in some areas had been so depleted that the individual miner,
supporting a family, could not depend on the fruits of his mining to survive, Many of those who wanted
to stay put in the district became small farmers, to supplement (or replace) their gold earnings. Douthat
explains how the Colonial Government helped to establish the small farmers of the Waanyarra area:

The 1869 Land Act allowed for ordinary, less wealthy people to select and buy land...
Commons were established to allow controlled grazing of Crown Land for a fee. Jones'
Creek Goldfields Common was about 410 acres and took in part of Grassy Flat, where a
dam was built for stock water... Waanyarra's settlers had relatively small holdings and
operated ‘mixed’ farms mostly intent on self sufficiency. Fruit, vegetables, eggs, chickens
and a pig or two, a house cow and a goat, kept the families going for most of the year.
Some settlers had cows and operated successful dairies. Sheep were not kept to a great

degree until farms taxpande,cl.6

The timber industry was the other major growth industry in the Division during this period. Timber,
both milled and cut, was in demand for use in underground workings, buildings, firewood for boilers, and
construction of puddling machines, windlasses and whims, Huge contracts were also let for sleeper-
cutting, when the railways entered the area. Bealiba was, for many years, an important centre for the

delivery of railway sleepers.’

By the 1860s, several sawmills were operating in the Division, These included the sawmills of
Hargreaves at Murphys Creek and Hammond and Co. at Grassy Flat, Waanyarra. At Hammond's,

bullock drays hauled the huge logs to the sawmill 8

Mining Surveyors’ Reports, June 1868
Mining Surveyors' Reports, June 1874
Tully, 1988, p.6

Mining Surveyors' Reports, Aprit 1860
Mining Surveyors' Reporis, December 1872
Douthat 1989, p16

McConville (1987), p28

Douthat 1989, p17
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NORTH CENTRAL GOLDFIELDS PROJECT. Dunolty Mining Division

Other industries that emerged to meet the needs of the mines included foundries, blacksmith shops, and
wheelwrights.

PHASE 3; 1888-1902 - cyaniding, English mining companies/new plant and alluvial prospecting

By the end of the 1880s, the Division’s major quartz mines had effectively ceased operations, although
some continued to prospect their ground or have it worked on tribute. This decline in mining activity
coincided with an Australia-wide depression. To revive their fortunes, the larger companies sent
entrepreneurs to England to raise the capital necessary for further prospecting and development. Three
companies were successful in their quest for funds: Queens Birthday Co. ,Goldsborough; Sandstone Co.,
Llanelly; and Poverty Reef Co., Tarnagulia,

Queens Birthday Co,

In 1890, the working capital of the Queens Birthday Company (£35,000) was subscribed in London!,
and in July 1892, it was announced that the Queens Birthday United Gold-mining Co., with a capital of

£159,000, had been successfully floated. Within two months the mine was re-equipped and re-opened.2

As in the preceeding phase, a key strategy of mining companies during Phase 3 was amalgamation. In
February 1894, the new London-based company had control of the whole Queens Birthday/Bealiba Reef,
as well as ground on some neighbouring reefs:

Since the mines and plants of the Queens Birthday and North Birthday Companies and
Belgium, Perseverance, and other properties were amalgamated and taken over by the New
Queen’s Birthday London Company, active operations have been carried out at several

points3

Despite expectations, the new company failed to make headway and the mine was abandoned for a time,
while the New Birthday Company was formed. Further development of the mine took place, as detailed
in this January 1898 report:

new winding shaft and spider delivered and placed in position. The poppet heads are up,
also engine and winding gear are in position, and building in the course of erection. The
blacksmith’s shop is already erected. The foundation for boiler and chimney are in, and the

boiler in position, ready for building on

Still, the mine’s returns failed to pay for the company’s outlay. Gold-bearing stone was struck, but not
enough to ensure the New Birthday Company's success.

Great Sandstone Company

The Sandstone Reef, near Llanelly, was also worked during Phase 3 with English capital. The
company was floated in 1891, and £10,000 raised for the purpose of buying efficient pumping, winding
and crushing machincry.5 Three years later, in April 1894, the Dunolly and Bet Bet Shire Express
attacked the company for squandering its capital on the wrong type of machinery:

There is no doubt that the Cornish pump should have been put in the first instance instead
of spending a vast amount of money on pumps which have proved complete failures and
have had to be removed at great cost to the company. Unfortunately, the trouble did not
end here, The directors were persuaded by the Otis Co. to get one of their Ball Mill

Dunoliy & Bet Bet Shire Express, supplement, 1.4.1890
Dunolly & Bet Bet Shire Express, 23.9.1892

Dunoily & Bet Bet Shire Express, 16.2.1804

Dunolly and Bet Bet Shire Express, 11.1.1898

Dunolly and Bet Bet Shire Express, 27/2/1891
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NORTH CENTRAL GOLDFIELDS PROJECT: Dunolly Mining Division

crushers. Subsequent results have proved this likewise to be a failure.., The Company are
now on the right track. They are putting in a Cornish lift and have purchased a battery.1

Despite the local press’s approval of the company’s new direction, little payable stone was obtained and
the reef was abandoned.

Pogverty Co.

The Division's richest reef, Poverty Reef at Tarnagulla, was also re-worked unsuccessfully during this
period by the Bendigo Consols Company, formed in England with a capital of £120,000;

for the purpose of acquiring Victorian mining properties, One of the properties purchased
by the company is the Prince of Wales and Old Poverty Mine, Tatnagulla from which about

10-1/2 tons of gold have been taken in the past2

Cyaniding

On a less grand scale, but probably of more importance to the local miners at this time, was the
introduction of new processes, involving the use of cyanide and chlorine, for recovering minute particles
of gold from the vast mounds of tailings discarded along the Division's reefs after the quartz crushing
process. These retrieval processes were first employed in the Division in 1896, when the Victorian
Govermnment ruled:

that a company which had patented the technique would no longer have the right to
royalities of ten per cent on all gold won by this method 3

One of the earliest uses of the cyanide treatment process was carried out on tailing heaps from Poverty
Reef. Claims are made locally that:

This was the first time that this process was successfully undertaken on a large scale in
Australia, Some hundreds of thousands of tons of sand were treated during the eight years
that this company were at work, and the results obtained were rematkable. As much as 28

dwt of gold per ton of sand was recovered 4

Yields like these led to the growth of tailings re-treatment into a major mining enterprise that easily
outshone the viability of mining in the Division at that time. The relative simplicity and inexpensiveness
of the cyaniding process meant it could be undertaken by small- as well as large-titne operators. In the
vicinities of the Division's richest quartz mines:

men rushed to buy up heaps of tailings and worked over old claims using cyanide. Many
turned to a...mechanical roller with which they could crush the tajlings before sinking rock

into a cyanide bath 5

Some small operators continued reworking the Division's quartz tailings by methods similar to these, up
to the 1940s.

Alluvial mining

Alluvial mining does not feature largely in historical records of the Dunolly Mining Division for this
period. In deep lead mining, the Burnt Creck Company still dominated the scene. In 1891, the Bumnt
Creek Co., No Liability was formedS and worked the Burnt Creek No. 1 lease. The Dunolly and Bet Bet
Shire Express published the following details of the company’s operations, in January 1896:

The Tarnagulta and Llanelly Courier, 7/4/1894
Dunolly and Bet Bet Shire Express, 10/9/1895
McConville, 1987, p15

Clarke 1985, p&

McConville, 1987, p. 15

Dunolly and Bet Bet Shire Express, 7.1.1896
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Area of leasehold: private property, 540 acres;, Crown lands, 27 actes; no. of men
employed, 80, Gold won during 1895 - 2739 oz. Gold won since inception of the present

Company - 14,265 oz; value about £57,000.1

During the next two years the company shifted operations te another lease further down the lead, now
known as Bumt Creek No. 2. The Bumt Creek Company spent the remainder of the 1890s developing
the new lease, for which toil it was to be rewarded early in the new century.

The depression of the late 1880s and early 1890s, as one might expect, instigated a surge in small-scale
alluvial prospecting, as the unemployed swelled the ranks of the Divisions’ remaining alluvial miners.
Their efforts, however, produced few rushes of any note during this period. Probably the most important
was towards the Loddon, where a quantity of nuggets was found in 1894, Tully writes that:

the gold was in patches and the lead was lost, the area being abandoned. In 1896 another
rush started but of fifty claims only two found gold. It was abandoned again. The
following year a digger hit good gold and a large, rich, nuggetty rush started, It was
christened the Slip-Up, as many indeed had slipped up by not realising how close they had

come to digging such rich ;_;round.2

The Slip-Up rush was to instigate a series of rushes to the general area of the Loddon during the next
phase, which were to culminate in 1906, in the discovery of the Poseidon field. The rush that followed is

considered by some to have been the last of Victoria's great alluvial rushes - the end of an era.3

PHASE 4: 1903-1920s - Government batteries, the last great gold rush, dredging and end of deep
lead mining

The quartz mining industry of the Division entered a new stage in this period, No longer did any giants
dominate the scene; instead, the small-time operators kept things going. They were aided by the
Victorian Government’s installation of four government batteries - Dunclly (1898), Waanyarra (1902),
Moliagul (1910), and Tamagulla (1915) - making efficient quartz treatment facilities accessible to small
miners. Cyaniding re-treatment also continued, and at least one of the government batteries, at
Tarnagulla, treated tailings by this process,

Principally, though, this phase was dominated by events that occurred in the alluvial branch of mining,
Towards the turn of the century, commencing with the Slip-Up rushes, a series of nugget discoveries
occurred between Tarnagulla and the Loddon, between Cay's and Newbridge. The Pederation Lead was

being worked in 19014 and in 1903 the Nick-O’-Time Rush commenced. According to Tully:

This lead was discovered by Hatt, Crossley and Claridge in 1903, Six years previously, a
fencer named Polo discovered gold here whilst digging a post hole. He put a nick in the
post which was still visible at the time of the Nick-O'-Time Rush. It wasnt long before

2000 miners rushed to the aread

One of the last and most sensational of this spate of rushes towards the Loddon occurred in November
1906, when a prospector, John Porter, discovered the Poseidon lead, in the form of auriferous gravels ten
feet beneath the surface. His discovery sparked a large rush to the area and the unearthing of many large
nuggets.6 The most famous of these, named the Poseidon after the winner of that year’s Melbourne Cup,
weighed 953 ounces and gave the rush its name. A few days after this discovery, two more nuggets were
found to rival it: the Leila, at 675 oz, and the Hazel, weighing 502 oz. The Poseidon rush took place on
private land and, at its height, about 3000 diggers camped on the field. As had happened with the
original rushes, fifty years earlier, stores quickly sprang up to cater for all the miness' needs, The
Poseidon lead was remarkable on two counts:

Dunolly and Bet Bet ShireExpress, 7.1.1896
Tully 1988, p46

Tully 1888, p47

Flett 1979, p273

Tully 1988, p46

Pouthat 1989, p11
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Prom its size, more large nuggets have come from this lead than any other in the world,
703 oz, 675 oz, thitteen others over 100 oz, nineteen from 50-99 oz, fifty-two from 20-49
oz and two hundred and eight from 1-19 oz... the Premier awarded [James Porter] £500 for
the discovery. He was the last man to receive a reward for the discovery of a new goldfield

in Victoria.l
The Poseidon rush secured for all time the Dunolly Mining Division's reputation as nugget country,

By 1907, the shallow ground on the Poseidon lead had been exhausted and:

The lead is gradually being worked down to the deep ground, which will require pumping
machinery to deal with the water, which is now giving several parties a good deal of extra

labour, 2

The first machinery installed on the lead appears to have been that of the Poseidon Alluvial Company,
In 1909, this company erected a small winding plant, and started to sink a three-compartment shaft.3 By
1911, a further two companies - the Great Poseidon and the Poseidon King - were working the deeper
ground, All three companies had machinery at work on the lead in 1912, the Great Poseidon introducing

a new innovation - a freezing plant to deal with excess water in its shafts.4

The three companies continued their developmental work through 1913, and the following year the
Poseidon King Company ceased operations due to lack of capital® The other two continved with some
success, and one hopes that the workforce of the Great Poseidon Company (its freezing process now in
action) were rewarded well for their labours. The Division's Mining Surveyor tried to present a humane
view of their working conditions:

The temperature, 15 degrees below freezing, is cold working, but when the men protect
themselves for the work, and take care in blasting and cleaning up after firing, the work

should be healthy.6

In 1915, the local newspaper reported that all mines on the Poseidon lead had closed down.?

While the giant Poseidon rush was capturing attention in 1906, the old Jones® Creek alluvial field was
rushed anew. The Waanyaara Rush (as it was called) was to private land, and, apart from the local
population, residing on small landholdings nearby, others were attracted from further afield.

Several hundred miners turned up and shops were erected. The Post Office, which later
became a house, was there for many years, A series of indicators crossed the lead and those
who were lucky landed on good nuggets. The sinking was 26 ft and during the rush were

found nuggets of 26, 27 (2), 29, 44, 50, 51, 70 and 106 ozs. 8

The Waanyarra Rush was short-lived, but, as Douthat points out, people who had homes at Waanyarra
kept on with their claims and managed to keep their families by small finds and by producing their own

food? Occasional finds of large nuggets, one weighing 90 ounces, were still being made the following
yeat.

Deep lead mining continued during this phase, and was still dominated by the Burnt Creek Company.
In fact, it was during this phase that the company probably had its most productive years. In 1903,
working its new lease, Burnt Creek No. 2, the company reported that it had:

Tully 1988, p47

Mining Surveyors' Reports, 1907
Mining Surveyors' Reports, 1909
Mining Surveyors' Reports, 1912
Mining Surveyors' Reports, 1914
Mining Surveyors’ Reports, 1914
Mining Surveyors' Reports, 1915
Tully, 1988, p.35

Douthat, 1989, p.13
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panelled out about 10,316 tons of wash for a yield of 6,169 ounces of gold. This work
involved the employment of 150 men,of whom 125 worked underground.1

The following year the company was employing 178 men and had erected a powerful winding and
pumping plant at its No. 2 shaft.2 The affairs of the company appear to have declined after 1904 and, by
1910, progress was reported as being slow, owing to the unevenness of the ground and the large amount
of water to deal with.3 By 1913, the Division's greatest and longest-lived deep lead mining company
closed down through lack of capital for necessary developmental work to drain the mine#

During Phase 4, several of the richer alluvial flats were first re-worked by dredges. Three of the major
dredging operations conducted in the Division between 1904 to 1913 were at Burnt Creek, Sandy Creek
(Tarnagulla), and Moliagul. The Burnt Creek area was worked from 1905-1912 by the Bumt Creek
Hydraulic Sluicing Co. Every month the company would clean up the sluice box, usually for a yield of
about 300 oz. Nuggets were found readily, including pieces of 24 and 40 ounces> At Sandy Creek in
1904, Messrs Davies and Kersham brought a dredging plant into operation, in the hope of capturing the
gold that the original workers of the lead had missed. During the eight years of the plant's operation, an
average of 200 ounces of gold was recovered for every acre of ground treated.® The Moliagul Welcome
Stranger Dredging Company operated in Biggs Gully from 1900 to 1913, In 1907, the company was
reported to have recovered 44 ounces of gold from a half-acre paddock.”

A substance called ‘shem’, the residue from the washing of alluvial deposits, was, like the tailings from
quartz mines, worked by the cyaniding process for the purpose of extracting gold that had escaped the
first treatment. The Bumnt Creek Co. appears to have been the leader in this enterprise. In 1909:

Two puddling machines have been added to the treatment plant. In the shallow alluvial
ground, leading into the deep leads, 15 parties have been engaged, employing 62 men...
Several of these parties have erected small cyanide plants in connection with their mines
for the purpose of treating the slum from the puddling machines, which is carefully stacked,

and which was formerly lost onto the creeks or scattered over the surface.®

In 1913, puddling and cyaniding of the slum was being carried out on Puzzle Flat, Bealiba. As a result of
this attention, a rush took place to Puzzle Flat when a lead running through it was found to be carrying
payable wash, On the heels of the rush came the Bealiba Alluvial Company, which as well as sinking

shafts, installed a cyanide plant to treat the slum from the puddlers.” Other companies joined them on
the reef, jointly employing about 60 men in 1915.10 Mining on Puzzle Flat ceased the following year,
but cyanide re-treatment continued.!!

Timber industry

The decline of the quartz mining industry in the Division considerably lessened the demand for timber
for mining purposes. At the same time, however, a new industry emerged in the Division: the distilling
of eucalyptus oil. According to McConville:

The Forestry Commission licensed one distiller, J.B. Reid to operate in the Waanyaara
Forest... [Other plants]...worked at Emu in the 1920s, along Tarpaulin Creek, and later at

Goldsborough and near Rheola, 12

Mining Surveyors’ Reports, 1803

Mining Surveyors' Reports, 1804

Mining Surveyors’ Reports, 1810

Mining Surveyors' Reports, 1813

Tully, 1988, p.26

Clarke 1985, p6

Supple, 1988

Mining Surveyors' Reports, 1909

Mining Surveyors' Annual Reports, 1913
10 Mining Surveyors' Annual Reports, 1915
11 Mining Surveyors’ Annual Reports, 1918
12 McConville (1987), p61
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The Bucalyptus distilleries used Cornish boilers to steam the oil from the leaves. Because of this,
distilleries required fresh water dams, and it appears that at least two eucalyptus plants, at Goldsborough
and Waanyaara, were constructed near old quartz mines, where they could avail themselves of existing
dams.

PHASE 5: 1930s Depression onwards - sustenance mining and timber camps

The Great Depression of the 1930s had a significant effect on the mining industry in the Division, Prior
to this period, mining activity (both alluvial and quartz) was at a low ebb, being carried on by just a few
part-time miners. The Depression, and the State Government's unemployment relief (known as
‘sustenance’ or ‘susso') quickly changed this, During 1931 and 1932 unemployed workers from
Melbourne converged on the Dunolly Mining Division, The Government granted each of these men a
free pick and shovel and five shillings a week to dig for gold and try to make a living for themselves. As
McConville records, these basic tools of the trade were not enough:

After blundering about in the bush and striking aimlessly at the occasional rock, the
disillusioned digger often drifted towards Dunolly... Old miners from the Shire took pity
on these newcomers and together they formed a Prospecting Association, At the first
meeting conly twenty men claimed to have ever dug for gold and only six knew anything
about the local fields, Altogether there were over 150 men from Melboumne digging around

the town and several hundred on relief funds,1

As a result of the influx and renewed interest in mining, the Dunolly Division witnessed a small-scale
revival of the 1850s mining scene, when men with little experience tried their luck for their gold. Luck
and nuggets were considerably thinner on the ground during the 1930s, however, than they had been
eighty years earlier. While local diggers worked the ground with the advantage of some experience,
using puddling machines, the newcomers generally adopted a more haphazard and laid-back approach to
mining;

At each strike hundreds of men would gather and start to peg claims, Just as in the 1850s
few of the gold-seekers stayed for long. Many tumed back to Melboume or else rushed
from one promising find to the next without ever beginning any real diggings, One camp
of unemployed diggers drew men to Hard Hills outside Tamagulla,. Howard Lummis
remembered the scene on this field in the 1930s when: they were a crummy lot that lived
about there... there were about six or eight camps of them .. they’d get the washing dirt and
they'd put it in gutters and as the rain came down it would wash it all for them instead of

punting it through the puddling machine.2

One of the largest strikes of gold led to another Waanyarra Rush, but, as Douthat points out, survival,
for many of the diggers, relied on a source other than gold:

There was a canvas township...[at the] Waanyarra Rush where neatly 100 were camped.
Claims were 7 x 1 ft... Two hundred men were on the field where water was scarce in
February, 1932... Many of the Depression miners were licky enough and hardworking
enough to survive in their tents and rough huts, finding gold or cutting wood, but it is well
known among the families of Waanyarra who had been there since the eatly days, that the
women on the smail farms kept so many of the poor men fed. By this time when the small
farms were producing more food than the families could eat, the excess produce was given

ot sold to the miners.3
According to McConville, the Division's mining revival peaked in 1931;

Altogether, Dunolly banks purchased £3344 worth of gold during 1931. In 1931 the CBC Bank
dealt with 244 gold transactions, double the number of the previcus year. From then onwards the

returns from fossicking seemed to decline as many of the sustenance men left the district.4

McConville (1887), p59
McConville (1887}, p59
Douthat 1989, pp13-16
McConville (1987}, p60

AWM
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Timber

During the Depression, not all those arriving in the Division found employment in gold mining, Some of
the unemployed worked at cutting wood, and locals continued to operate eucalyptus distilleries. Dick
Thorpe, a resident of Waanyarra, worked for a distillery during this time:

During the depression I worked with Ed Morton for a while cutting eucalyptus shoots.
*Knocking shoots’ was about the only job you could get then, It was good work, We made
about £4.10.0 a week, we'd start about 7.30a.m. We'd cut in an area about six or seven
miles around Waanyarra and towards Dunolly, The ‘eucy’ was taken to the Government
Eucalyptus plant at Waanyarra, Jimmy Read rented the factory from the Government and

ran the p!ant.1

PHASE 6: 1970s to 1991 - recreational treasure-hunting and prospecting

Although the metal detector was first invented in 1925, the apparatus in its early form was incredibly
cumbersore and its detection range limited to large objects at shallow depths in non-mineralized ground.
For these reasons, its applications were few, although it was invaluable during the Second World War in
locating shallow land mines. During the 1960s, light-weight detectors were developed, with an eye to the
hobby market, but their effectiveness, from a gold prospecting viewpoint, was still severely limited 2
Metal detecting did not become popular until the introduction, in the mid-1970s, of the VLF (very low
frequency) detectors, which allowed greater ground penetration and, with experience, could be used in
areas of ground mineralization. From the mid to late 1970s, metal detecting took off in Australia as a

recreational past'nne.3

The Dunolly Mining Division, forming part of the famed Golden Triangle (extending north and north-
west, to Inglewood and Wedderburn), became a mecca to this new generation of prospectors, Caravan
parks filled to overflowing with detector enthusiasts. Mindful of the legendary Welcome Stranger and the
unsurpassed nuggetiness of the country, the new rush to the Division centred on Moliagul and Tarnagulla,
although the detectors swept the whole region, Plenty of nuggets were certainly found - and continue to
be found today. The heyday of this ‘rush’ was during the late 1970s and early 1980s. Detector operators
still comb the Division, but in smaller numbers.

As was the trend in the past, prospectors remaining in the area today tend to systematically work larger
areas (rather than fossicking at random) than when the rush was at its peak, often pegging Miner's Right
Claims, rather than holding the simple Miner's Right. The effective depth-range of metal detectors is still
severely limited, so modern working frequently employs heavy earth-moving equipment to strip off an
area’s top layer of soil, once the detector has shown this layer to be devoid of gold. The newly revealed
surface is then re-swept by detector. This process is called strip-mining,

Metal detecting unearths mote than just nuggets: metal artefacts of earlier gold rushes - including
mining tools, coins and jewellery - are also brought to the surface and carried away. Many detector
operators search for relics of this kind, rather than for gold, and the intensively rushed and much (if
briefly) settted Dunolly Mining Division provides rich pickings in this line as well. Relic-hunters,
together with their brothers-in-arms, the bottle-hunters, are responsible for much of the recent disturbance
to, and destruction of, historic habitation sites in the region.

1 Douthat, 1989, p172
2 Stone, Sargent & Stone, p. 8
3 Stone, Sargent & Stene, p. 10
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4, SURVEY RESULTS

4.1 INTRODUCTION

As the North Central Goldfields Project is a broad-ranging and ongoing one, it is unrealistic to expect that
each Mining Division in the region can be exhaustively surveyed. What can be realistically aimed for at
this stage is a strong representative sampling of sites. The historical database is the tool used to achieve a
balanced sample. Not only does its locality-linked historical references indicate which sites were the
most important, but also those which are most likely to yield surviving remains. These are the sites
primarily targetted for surveying. The historical database still stands as a guide to other localities where
historic mining sites might be found, and, ideally, will be used as the basis for further surveying, research
and assessment towards the end of the North Central Goldfields Project, when sites in all other Mining
Divisions have been similarly sampled and an overall management strategy is being drawn up.

The survey of mining-related and other industrial sites in the Dunolly Mining Division was carried
out over a period of two and a half weeks in May 1991, The project officer received assistance in the
field from Ray Supple and Graham Perham (Historic Places Branch, DCE), Murray Dangerfield (Forest
Officer, DCE, Dunolly), and volunteers, David Knox and Robyn Annear. The fieldwork component
represented about one-quarter of the 10-week project petiod. In the course of fieldwork, 80 sites were
surveyed.

4.2 FIELDWORK RESULTS
The following table gives a summary of sites surveyed, outlining geographical location, site type

(alluvial, quartz, re-treatment), land status (private or public land type ), and the components of each site.
(See Figure 2 for 1: 25,000 maps showing locations of sites)

¢
No. .. Location . ....TLYPE . LStatus | Components
001 Doctors Gu]ly Quartz retreat SF Cyamde vats (gal iron & stone I:ned)
B o Utz ballery || SE .} Battery stumps & concrete footings; boiler
002 1 Windmill Hili Quartz battery SF Brick & stone footmgs & bedlogs dam
003 i Clovers Gully Alluvial SF Puddling machine & dam
004 | Watts Reef Quartz mine SF Brick footings, shaft, boiler/battery remains
005 ¢ Bumt Tree Gully Alluvial SF Puddling machine & dam
006 | Cumberland Lead Alluvial SF Puddling machine & dam
007 | Cumberland Lead Alluvial SF Sinkings and mullock heaps
008 | BealibaForest Btk { Timber | SE | 1930scamp -9 stone structures & rubbish
009 | Bealiba Reef Quartz mine GHR | Muliock heap, stone footmgs & bolts; bricks
010 | BealibaReef | Quartzmine | GHR Mullock heap; buried footings; bolts & bricks
011 | Bealiba Reef Quartz retreat GHR | Cyanide vat and extensive dumps of sand
012 | BealibaReef 1 Timber 1P ..§Functional Fucalyptus distillery
013 | Bealiba Reef Settlement GHR i Orchard & dam ( house on pnvate ]and)
014 Bealiba Reef Quartz mine GHR | Mullock heap; machinery foolings; bricks
015 | Bealiba Reef Water Race P? Channel & concrete abutiments
016 | Bealiba Reef Quartz retreat GHR | Circular depressions & cyanide vat
017 i Bealiba Reef Quartz mine GHR | Brick powder magazine
018 | Bealiba Reef Quartz retreat GHR | Circular depressions
019§ BelgianReef .| Quarnzretreal | 4 SE LCYBNE VAL s s————
020 | Belgian Reefl Quartz retreal SK Circular depressmns
021 | Belgian Reef Luartzmine ¢ SF | Mullock heap; battery stumps; chimney base?
022 | Swipers Gully Alluvial SF Puddling machine & dam (stone retained bank)
023 | AlmeidaReef 1 Quartzmine | SF | Open cutting & shafts; 22 stone structures
024 SpeCImen Reef Quartz mine SF Mullock heap, baltf:ry Stumps/bed ]ogs, bricks
025 Wild Duck Lead Alluvial SF Puddling machine&damn
026 i Gooseberry Hill Cemented wash GHR } Tunne] and puddler at base of hill '
027 i Patchy Flat & Hill Cemented wash SF Sinkings on flat; puddler & dam
028 i Slaughtery'd Hill Cemented wash SF Patch of intact sinkings & mullock
029 { Graveyard Hill Burial CR Cemetery & Burnt Creek alluvial sinkings
0301 Spillers Hill ...l ABuvial e LBE 1 Dredge dam; hopper & elovator; footings ..
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031 { Andersons Hill Alluvial GR | Sinkings obliterated
032 | Quakers Gully Quartz mine SF Mullock & tailing heaps; dams
033 Chisholms Reef Quartz mine SF Open cutling and shafts; footings; dam & sand
033 | Chisholms Lead Alluvial SF Puddling machine & dam; sinkings and mullock
034 | Corfu Reef Quartz mine SF Mullock; stoping, shafts; 2 machinery sites
i 035 | Halfway Lead Alluvial SF 20-30 tent sites, hotel site; 19305 rubbish
036 | Star Reef Quartz battery SF Mullock, battery stumps/engine bedlogs; sand
030 1 StarReef o f Quartzretreat | 4 SEf Galvanised iton cyanidevats
037 Hellas Reef (Juartz mine P Remnants of mullock
038 | _nger & Dte Lead | .'Allli\’lal SR T S Sinkings, stone fireplaces, 1930s rubbish
039 | Sandstone Reef Cuartz mine BR Brick footmgs fbob»plt battery stumps& sand
(040 | Growlers Reef Quartz maine TER | Shafts; early open cutting; battery: tunnel
041 1 Jim Crow Reef Quartz mining TFR | Open cutting & stoping, batiery sile
041 Jim Crow reef Quartz Relreat TFR | Puddling or Chilian cireles & sand
042 Jim Crow/ltalian Alluvial TFR | Sinkings and mullock; 5 puddlers & dams
043 | Tappit Hen Reef Quarlz mining SF Machinety site; Cornish boiler
5 044 | Hard Hills Cemenled wash GR | Sinkings gone
045 | Sandy Creek Lead Alluvial P Alluvial landscape - dead trees & sinkings
046} WandaReef | .| Quatzmining | SF | Baftery site & sand; brick chimneybase i
047 | Gt Northem Lead Alluvial SF Smkmgs ‘obliterated by strip mining
---------- 048 i Nuggetty Guily [ Aluvial _.1SF_ i Puddler & dam, sinkings
048 | Nuggetty Reef Quartz mmmg SF Shaft; muliock & stone structure; 1930s
049} Goutlays Indicator | Quartzmining | SF | Battery stumps & engine bediogs) shaft & sand |
050 | Gourlays Indicator Timber SF Eucy distillery - vats, tramway & footmgs
051 Bames Flat Alluvial SF Sinkings, mudbrick/kero tin fircplaces, 1930s
052 | Jones' Creek Alluvial SF Sinkings/mullocky landscape; puddling machine
053 : Tipperary Gully Quartz battery SF Dam & battery sand
054§ Sawpil Gully Alluvial SF Sinkings fmullocky landscape; some reefing
055 i Poverty Reef Quartz mining SF Tailing dumnp, workings, stone structures
056 Calders Reef | ... Quartzmining  § SE | Mullock heap & loading bay
057 | American Reel Quartz mining p Mullock heap, brick engine footmgs
058 1 Bulldop Gully | .. .1AllwvialiQuitz | MHR ! Welcome Stranger Tourist Trail & features
059 { Waymans Reef Quartz mining MHR } Currently being excavated.
D00 | Queens Reefl ...l Quarzmining | MHR | Dam; tailing heap; open cutting
061 | Cueens Gully Alluvial MHR i Sinkings, ground slmces, 1030s rubbish
062 i Bipas Gully Quartz battery MHR i Battery stumps & bed logs; water tank
063 1 Slaty Reef Quartz mining MHR ¢ Open cutting in slate; shafts
004 ¢ Long Gully Alluvial MHR | Sinkings & mullocky landscape; puddler & dam
065 | German Gully Alluvial MHR | Sinkings; surfacing & 5 puddlers
065 | German Gully Settlement P Remains of mudbrick house, cellar & orchard
L0966\ MuSheoak e Quanzmining | f MHR | Tunnel and finger-like mullock heap
067 | Sheoak Reaf Quartz mining MHR | Baitery stumps & sand; bed !ogs dam
068 T Arcadian Reel T Ouwarzmining | ST | Mullock heap, battery sand & dam: furmnees
068 | Arcadian Reef Quartz refreat SF Concrete bases of cyamde vals
069 | Inkerman/Bumt C 1 Allaviat 1 8F | Sinkings/mullocky landscape; eatly cemetery
070 Kangaroo Reef Quartz. mlnmg SE Open shafts {stoping & assoc mullock paddocks
071 Nuggetty Gully Alluvial SE Patches of sinkings & mullock; stone fireplaces
072 { Bumt Creek No2 Deep Lead P Dumps wash & mullock; brick footings; boiler
073 | Bumt Creek No 1 Deep Lead P Huge dumps wash & mullock; brick footings
074 Bumt Creek Deep Lead P/F Working mine; large dumps, machinery site
075 | Sweet Nell Deep Lead SF Dumps of wash & mullock, machinery site
075 1 Sweet Nell wod Slum Retreat & SF 1 Adjoining puddling circles
076 | German Charlies _ Cemented wash | GR Sinkings & muE]ocky landscape
077 Walker's Reef Quartz mining SF Battery stumps & dam; cyanide vatsftailings.; and
whim platform.
078 Wild Dog Diggings Cemented Wash WHR | Sinkings & mullocky landscape .
079 { Old Lead Alluvial P Landscape of sinkings & dead trees
080 { Harvest Home Rf, Quartz mining SF Dams & bauery sand; machinery site
080 ¢ Harvest Home Rf. Quartz retreat SF Puddling or Chilian circles; cyanide vat
081 Puzzle Flat Cemented wash SE? 1} 3 phase of pumping works, dam, large mounds
082 | Advanced Bealiba R. | Quartz mining SF Mullock heap, tailings & workings
083 Tunstall’s Alluvial SF 1860s sinkings, rock mounds, street pattern
084 .1 Deason/Brooker Reef | Quartz mining | § MHR | Cyanide vatsand tailings | oo
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035 Bet Bet Lead Alluvial SF Stone walled puddler
086 | Bet Bet Reef battery Quartz mining SF Battery stumps, engine bed/boiler setting; chimney
base; and long open cut,

(Key to abbreviations: SF=State Forest; GHR=Goldsborough Historic Reserve; MHR=Moliagul Historic L
Reserve; WHR=Wild Dog Historic Reserve; P=private land; GR-gravel reserve; GHR= Gooseberry Hill b
Historic Reserve; TFR=Tamagulla Flora Reserve) vk
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5. INTERPRETATION OF PHYSICAL REMAINS

51 METHODOLOGY

The interpretation of the physical remains of historic mining sites requires a balanced approach. Ideally,
it calls for the skills of an histotian, to select and sift through historical sources, and the eye of an
archaeologist or geographer, to ‘read’ the meaning of the surviving landscape and physical remains,

Central to the approach of the project officer is the belief that accurate identification and interpretation
of mining sites in the North Central Goldfields region involves investigation of historical sources
covering as broad a possible time period. Historical research that is too narrowly focused - for instance,
concentrating only on a site's most renowned phase of activity - predetermines its own conclusion, ie.
physical remains are automatically attributed to that period, whilst their possible connection with a later
{or earlier) phase of activity is ignored. This is the ‘wishful’ approach to site interpretation. To
automatically assume a connection between what is historically significant and what remains on the
ground today overlooks an obvious trend in gold mining where an alliuvial field or quartz reef, once
proved to be auriferous, was subject to successive re-workings. The greater the gold-yield of a place, the
more intensive and repeated the re-workings, The surviving remains on such a site are therefore likely to
represent bits and pieces from a number of different time periods, with those of the most recent phase of
activity dominating and in the best state of preservation. The remains pertaining to early periods of
operations are usually the most obscure, having been either removed, buried, eroded, or somehow
incorporated into the matrix of a successive stage of workings.

One of the major findings of this report (and of a 1990 study of the Castlemaine-Chewton Historic
Areal) has been that, despite a gold mine having had its glory days in the mid- to late-nineteenth century,
its activity during the period from the 1890s to the Depression years of the 1930s cannot be overlooked
when interpreting that site’s physical remains. That is the period to which the majority of obvious
physical evidence of mining within the division (both alluvial and quartz) can be found to date.

By tracing a mining site right through the historical record, rather than targetting only historical sources
of a given period, it is possible to find out whether that site was worked only fleetingly or on a number of
occasions over a long period. If the latter is the case, a chronology of events and the changing scale of
activities can be established for the site.

During site surveying, the surviving physical remains can be deciphered with the assistance of the
historical data collected. Often the task is an easy one, eg. if a site has been reworked on several different
occasions, then the bulk of what survives can generally be taken to represent the latest period of mining.
Sites which have had only one main period of worldng are not so easy to phase. The main tool for
dealing with this type of site, and one that is also very useful in interpreting multi-period sites, is a
technique called relative dating. This involves the development of a range of artefact types which are
characteristic, or diagnostic, of a particular phase of mining. In examining a site, the diagnostic elements
belonging to the most recent peried effectively give the date of the site’s last period of operation.

Some of the main examples of diagnostic elements which have so far been found to assist in the relative
dating of sites in the North Central Goldfields region are:

+ Stone engine beds not associated with brickwork or brick rubble, suggest an early
machine site, probably dating from the late 1850s to early 1860s.

+ Hand-made red bricks found in association with engine beds or foolings suggest a
machinery date of mid-1860s to 1880s,

+ The presence of machine-made bricks indicate a machinery site dating to the mid-
1880s onwards,

+ The use of concrete for engine beds indicates a site dating to the 1890s or twentieth
century.

+ Tailing dumps which contain stratified layers of battery sand and sludge indicate
that they have been deposited direct from a battery following successive crushings,
rather than having been deposited as a mass after cyanide re-treatment or relocation.

+ Cyanide vats date no eatlier than 1895, The eatliest vats built were of either stone
or brick; during the twentieth century, they have been generally constructed of
concrete andfor galvanised iron,

1 Bannear, 1990,
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+ Large mullock heaps containing ‘blue’ mullock (from below water level) cannot
date prior to the introduction of steam-powered pumping machinery (c. 1859). i

+ Puddlers with a very weathered appearance and covered with large trees, often f
located away from tracks, tend to date to the nineteenth century; puddlers with well-
defined outlines, scant vegetation, raised mounds of washdirt, and found very close \
to tracks tend to date to the twentieth century (up to 1940s). ;

» Dredging dams and dredged landscapes post-date 1898, [

+ Alluvial sinkings associated with rusty tin cans, decaying radio batteries, boot
fragments, etc., and often with small brick fireplaces or floors (tent-sites) suggest a
1920s or *30s site. 4‘

One of the aims of the North Central Goldfields Project is to expand and refine this listing, and to
eventually produce a comprehensive table of phasing and identification markers for the mining heritage I
of the region. =

52 RESULTS
On the basis of information derived from the historical database, and the survival and recognition of ;
diagnostic datmg features, physical remains on the sites surveyed have been organised into periods, as <
summarised in the table below. The date ranges for the periods are as follows:

Period 1 1852 to1858 (.
Period 2 1859 to late 1888 i
Period 3 late 1889 to 1902 "
Period 4 1903 to late 1920s

Period 5 late 1920s to early 1970s |
Period 6 early 1970s to 1991

In Table 2, X indicates that physical remains survive from the period, and ? indicates possible dating, For

further details of sites, see the site gazetteer that forms Part Two of this report. } b
¢ |
Period Period Period Period Peried Period [

Site No. Name 1 2 3 4 5 6 b
0ol Tamagulla Govl bancry & cyanide works X X

003 C]overs Guily pudd]er and dam X o

005 Bumit Tree Gu!]y pudd!er Cays Dtg&ngs X ? o
T — -
007 Cumbleriand Tead diggings & camp X i
008 Bealiba Forest Block - camp X

009 Goldsborough Mine X o
010 Queens Birthday Mine X L
011 Bealiba Reef - cyaniding X e
012 Mart'm‘s Eucy Distillery X

014 7'South Birthday Mine. X ' | -
OIS Queens Birthday watermee TR |
016 Bcaiiba Reef cucles & vat ? X

01% Bealiba Reef - ciroies ? X 1
019 Belgian Reef - cyanide vat 7 F

020 Belgian Reef - circles 7 F

021 Belgian Reef mine X !
022 Swipers Gully - puddfing machine X 7 ” ‘
023 Almeida Reef - quartz working & camps X
024........5.5pecimen Reef mine STURREPNY VVRITON SRTOP SR SO SO SRR S

025 Wild Duck Lead - puddhng machine 7 X

026 ...0.G00seberry Hill diggings | st B A
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027 Patchy Flat puddler i X
028 Slaughteryard Hili diggings ? X 1
029 Graveyard Hill diggings & cemetery X 7
030 Spillers Hill/Burnt Creek - atluvial X X 1
031 Anderson Hill diggings 1 ?
032 Quakers Reef mine X
033 Chisholms Reef/Lead mine, diggings X 7
035 Haifway Lead dlggmgs & camp X X
036 T "Star Reef crushing battery X
037 Hellas Reef mine ? 7
038 Linger & Die diggings & camp X
039 Greal Sandstone Co. mine X ? X
040 Growlers Reef quartz mining X 7 X
041 Jim Crow Reef quartz mining X - X
042 Jim Crow/Ttalian diggings & puddlers ? 7 X
043 Tappit Hen Co. quartz mine X
044 Hard Hills diggings, Tarnagulla ? 7 1
046 Wanda Reef X
048 Nuggeuy GuliyjReef mmmg & puddier ? X
045 Jones' Creek Co, quarezmine T X oo ;
050 Govt euca[yptus dlstlllery X
051 Bames Flat diggings & camp X
052 Jones’ Creek diggings & puddler X 7 1
053 Tipperary Gully battery site ? ?
054 Sawpit Gully diggings X ?
055 Poverty Reef line of workings X
057 American reef X ?
038 b Bulldog Reef/Black Reef | 0 SR P SN SO
059 Waymans Reef 7 i
060 QueensReefComine T XY
061 Queens Guliy dlggmgs 7 1 ? 7 X
062 Bigos Gully X
063 Slaty Reef workings 7 X 1
064 Long Gully diggings & puddler X ?
065 Swedes/German Gully diggings/puddlers X ? 7 X
066 Mt Sheoak tunnel X ?
667 Sheoak Reef Co, batiery P 0 0 S
068 Arcadian Reaf mining X ? ? X
069 T Inkerman diggines & cemetery S O Y O
070 Kangaroo Reef Co. mine X
LT e Nuggetty Gully diggings SRR VU SN S SOV N K
072 Bumt Creek No. 2 deep iead mine X
073 Bumt Creek No. 1 deep lead mine X
074 Bumt Creek Co, first lease X
075 Sweet Nell Deep Lead mine X
076 German Chatlies diggings ? ?
077 Walker's Reef ? X ? X
078 ... Wild Dog diggings VPSRRI SO SV S, "
079 Old Lead diggings in German Gully 1 X
080T Harvest Home mining X TR
081 Puzzle Flat X X
083 Tunstail's X
084 Dearson/Brooker Reef cyanide works 7 X
085 Beb Bet Lead puddler ? X
086 Bet Ber Reef battery & open cut X
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6. CULTURAL SIGNIFICANCE

6.1  PREVIOUS WORK

Three previous reports have rated the significance of historic sites in the region of the Dunolly Mining
Division., These reports are as follows:

. Shire of Bet Bet Conservation Study (McConville & Associates, 1987)

. Historic Sites Survey: North Central Study Area (Jacob Lewis Vines, for the Land
Conservation Council, 1979)

. Assessient of Moliagul Historic Area (Ray Supple, Historic Places Section, DCE, 1988)

The Shire of Bet Bet has also identified historic sites in a tourist guidebook, Golden Triangle Bicycle
Rides: History of the early Goldfields in Central Victoria - Dunolly, Bealiba, Tarnagulla and
Laanecoorie.

Four Historic Mining Reserves have been nominated within the Dunolly Mining Division, following
recommendations made by the Land Conservation Council. These are the Moliagul, Gooseberry Hill,
Wild Dog and Goldsborough Historic Reserves. These Reserves are curtently administered by the
Department of Conservation and Environment.

As a result of work previously undertaken in the Mining Division, a number of sites have already been
identified by McConville and others as having local cultural significance. These include public and
private buildings in the townships of Dunolly, Bealiba, Bromley, Moliagul, Newbridge and Tarnagulla,
deserted settlements (including Tunstalls, Waanyarra and Mclntyre), reef and deep lead mining sites and
alluvial mining landscapes, early farming complexes and farmhouses, bridges, a brewery, a herb farm, a
weir, a encalyptus distillery, vineyards, and the Welcome Stranger monument at Moliagul.

6.2  CRITERIA FOR ASSESSMENT
6.2.1 General criteria
In accordance with the Department of Conservation and Natural Resources’ Requirements for Assessment

of Features of Significance in Historic Reserves, the following guidelines were used in assessing the
cultural significance of sites surveyed in the Dunoily Mining Division.

Historic Value encompasses the history of aesthetics, science and society. For any given place
significance will be greater where evidence of an association or event survives in situ, It should be
assessed against the following criteria;

. Represents a sequence of uses or functions over time.
. Part of a group or network of sites, the totality of which is considered to be significant,
. Be of considerable age in circumstances where precise historical significance of the site is

not at present known.
. Associated with an itnportant event(s), person(s) or cultural group.

. Success or failure as a mine in terms of its production levels, yields and as a business
enterprise. Influence on the economic development of town/area/ region/state.

~

Scientific Value depends upon the importance of the data represented in the features of a place
and upon the degree to which the place may contribute further substantial information, It should
be assessed against the following criteria:

. Represents a particular type of process, e.g. special process developed for the reserve or
region to overcome water problems, or an accessibility problem; an inventive or innovative
process; response to site, :
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. Represent an important mining technology
. Ability of the site to answer timely and specific archaeclogical research question.

Social Value is a measure of the spiritual, political, national or other cultural sentiment attached
to a place by the community, and is assessed against the following criteria:

. Importance of the site to the local or wider community.
. balance between historical integrity and historical representativeness (See 6.2.2 for
discussion on this)

6.2.2 DBiscussion of historical integrity

Sites identified by this project range from individual features to complex alluvial mining landscapes. Itis
the latter that can be said to most characterise the nature of historic mining in this Division;
unfortunately, they are also the sites least likely to have survived and most difficult to recognise and
interpret, In assessing the cultural significance of alluvial grounds, this project considered the balance
between historical integrity and historical representativeness,

The historical tecord shows that some 60 distinct rushes occurred in the Dunolly Mining Division. The
following table shows that around half of these alluvial rushes, including the Division’s three largest,
occurred during Period 1, that is, within the first eight years following the discovery of gold at Moliagul.

¢
Periods
Population One Two Three Four Five Six
R (IR P RO UK NUNOE SRR U WRA: SR SV SONE SUROR: SRVUOIE ROV SO
1,000 to 5,000 10 8 - 4 - -
500010 10000 e s S s s s ;
10,000 to 20,000 2 - - -
20,000 10 40,000 : : : : : :
40,000 and over i - - - - -

The integrity of the sites of these early rushes has been severely diminished by the subsequent search
for nuggets. The Division earned, and retains, a reputation as one of the world’s great nugget goldfields,
Nuggetty country defies the logic of would-be alluvial prospectors: there is no rhyme or reason as to
where nuggets may or may not be found. Perseverance and luck are the main requirements, and despite
intensive working of a locality in the past, new nuggets are periodically unearthed. Thus localities with a
nuggetty reputation, although deemed ‘worked-out’ and deserted by the majority, have continued to be
re-worked by a handful of prospectors throughout the nineteenth century and up to the present time.
From time to time, this small-scale strand of re-working has been interrupted by news of a nugget find,
resulting in small rushes to the vicinity. In times of economic depression (e.g. the 1890s and 1930s),
inexperienced men have been lured by past nugget finds, or by stories heard in a bar or around a
campfire, and have joined the perserving locals,

Because of the relatively unchanging nature of the technology employed - tin dishing, cradles, long
toms and puddlers - the physical remains of alluvial fields worked in the Dunoclly Division between the
18505 and the early twentieth century would not be expected to differ much in appearance. However, the
process of repeated re-workings, particularly of those areas which bore good yields of gold, means that
early diggings are unlikely to have survived. Traces of successive workings of the same piece of ground
have, in many cases, been dug over again and again, so that today it is often impossible to discern which,
if any, are the early diggings and which came later. Where reworkings which have removed traces of
original diggings have been in character (in terms of method and scale employed) with those diggings,
they can nonetheless be said to be historically representative - replicating what they removed.

In the Dunolly Mining Division, the consideration that mining remnants of relatively recent date might
nonetheless accurately reflect an earlier incarnation on the same site, is particularly relevant in the case of
puddler sites, This unchanging form of alluvial mining technology was widely employed in the Division
from the 1850s until at least the 1930s (enduring for longer, perhaps, than in regions where hydraulic
sluicing was extensively carried out from early this century). Throughout this peried, puddlers were
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consistently grouped in ‘communities’ at the heads and sides of gullies, and this grouping, together with
their distinctive deep, circular trough makes them a fairly obvious historic mining feature, even in a
revegetated landscape. Consequently, whilst early puddling circles have either ercded away or (more
ofien) been replaced by later puddlers, the appearance, groupings and localities of these later puddlers,
many of which are still in good condition, mean that they can be said to accurately represent their
predecessors. _

The reason that there is need to consider the relative value of an alluvial landscape's integrity or
representativeness is that the purpose of attributing cultural significance to a place is to ‘help promote an
understanding of the past and to enrich the present’.] Therefore, a site whose surviving features provide
an illustration of historic mining processes and events will be assessed as more significant than one which
might loom Jarge in the historical record, but whose integrity, as a site, is largely or entirely diminished.
In respect to this there are several things to consider:

a) Visibility

An alluvial site needs also to be assessed in terms of how pronounced in the landscape it is: on how well
defined are the holes, mounds, puddling circles, or boundaries of the workings. The natural processes of
erosion, weathering and revegetation seriously handicap the identification and interpretation of alluvial
mining sites, Barly diggings, as shown in contemporary photographs and illustrations, were usually
dramatically stripped of vegetation, resulting in a bare, chumed-up landscape and subsequent erosion and
silting. Over the past 130 years or so, natural processes (and the intervention of earth-moving machinery)
have softened the harshness, filling in holes, rounding off and obscuring mullock heaps, and covering all
with a mantle of trees. Today, many alluvial mining landscapes that were once tangible to the point of
downright ugliness have tended to become part of the landscape.

In the Dunolly Mining Division, few early alluvial sites have escaped this carpet of obscurity. Those
thalt have are generally those diggings now on freehold land, which, due to grazing, have not been
revegetated or disturbed by subsequent mining. It is here that early diggings are most visible and can be
seen in their most evocative and authentic form.

b} Context

An alluvial landscape should also be assessed on the grounds of what survives of the activities that
accompanied an alluvial rush. An early rush left more behind than just holes, puddling circles, and
mounds of discarded washdirt and mullock. Prospectors who could not find a claim {or a find} on the
actual diggings, might have instead tried their Inck at prospecting and mining on guartz reefs nearby.
Shops, hotels, schools, blacksmiths’ shops and, of course, residences would have been erected at the rush,
and, if it lasted more than a short while, roads were improved, fresh water dams dug, cemeteries
(unofficial and official) formed, and more permanent settlements built, Once the rush was over and the
area deserted by the majority, a few perserving miners and their families would stay, establishing small-
holdings and gardens, near the ground they continued to prospect.

In assessing an alluvial mining landscape, therefore, consideration should also be given to what
physical evidence remains of the goldfield’s complementary network of activities and habitation,

c) Boundary-markers

An alluvial landscape, although not especially authentic, representative or visible, might nonetheless
assume some local importance if it marks the extremity of a Division or goldfield’s auriferous ground.
The preservation of such ‘markers’ would help retain and reflect a true regional perspective of gold-
mining sites.

d) Accessibility

Another aspect that could contribute to a site’s significance (particularly its social significance) might be
its accessibility to the public.

6.3 CULTURAL SIGNIFICANCE OF SITES SURVEYED

1 The Burra Charter of Australia [COMOS
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L On the basis of historical and archaeological research carried out within this project, the sites set out in
j Tables 3 below, are those which have been assessed as having cultural significance, As this is a progress
' report, these assessments are conditional on an overview to be made at the end of the project, when
consideration will also be given to sites identified in the other Mining Divisions that comprise the North
Central Goldfields region. There is also the possibility of new historic mine sites being discovered in the
Dunoily area which may cause some revision to the table.

Details of the assessments summarised below are to be found in the listings for their respective sites in
! the site gazetteer: see Part Two of this report.

@
Site Period Status Nameftype of sile Hist  Social Sei
‘ 001 4&5 SF Govt battery/cyanide works ) X X X
B 003 .43kd 180 ). Clovers Gully puddling mackine b s s
?’Z? i 004 &4 SF “Yorkshire Co's mine X X X
D05 41&2 SR .. Bumt Gully puddier SESSORRRIION IR SN SRS S X
: 006 3to5 SF " Cumberland Lead puddler & dam X
1 D07 Lted L LSE . Cays Diggings & Sustenance camp oo B b Ko
003 5 SF 1930s timber ca_mp, Bealiba Forest Block X X
GOLDSBOROUGH HISTORIC RESERVE:-
09 2 GHR Goldsborough mine X
010 2&3 GHR Queens Birthday mine X X
011 3105 GHR Cyanide vat X
012 4&S5 P Martins Eucy distillery X X
013 5 GHR Orchard X
014 2 GHR | South Birthday mine X X
015 4 GHR Waler race X
016 5 GHR Circles & cyanide vat - South Birthday X
017 2 GHR Kings Birthday powder magazine X X
OI8 43 L GHR 1 Adjoining circles - Kings Birthday oo B
019 5 SF Cyanide Vat X
020 5 SE Adjoining circles - Belgian Reef X
021 3 SE Belgian/Perseyerance mines X X
022 [ &2 SF Swipers Gully puddler and dam X
023 2 SF Almeida reef workings & seltlement X X
024 4 &35 SEF Specimen Reef X
023 133 1SE_ 1. WildDuckLead puddler & dam SRR SRPTAR SAVHPTVTNN ST S
GOOSEBERRY HILL HISTORIC RESERVE
026 33 GHR | Gooseberry Hill tunnel FRRUPS VURIIN SUPRPEN ST
029 2105 SF Bromley cemelery & associated alluvial smkmgs X % X
: 030 4 SE Dredge dams along Bumnt Creek X X
033 2&3 SF Mother Chisholms Reef workings X
034 1to5 SF Corfu Reef mine workings X
035 lto§ SE Halfway Diggings, tent sites and rubbish dumps X X
030, Znnd SE L Star Reef batteryftailing & mullockheaps b B
038 3 p Linger & Die Lead Suslenance camp X X
039 13&4, I BR | Great Sandstone Mine, Lianelly SRR SOV SR WO S
040 20137 | SF Growlers Hiil tunnel X
041 1to$s SF Jim Crow Reef workings X X
042 l1to5 SF Alluvial diggings and puddlers Jim Crow flat & Italian
Gully X X
045 2105 P Sandy Creck Lead - alluvial landscape X x
LANDSCAPE AROUND WAANYARRA
049 4 SF Jones’ Creek Co's battery X X
‘050 4 SF Waanyarra Eucalyptus distillery X b4
05t 5 SE Barmes Flat diggings & 1930s cam psites X X
052 205 SF Jones' Creek diggings, Waanyarra X X
054 Ito$ SE Sawpit Gully workings %
055 11106 |SF Poverty Reef, Tarnagulla X X N
057 pA P American Reef Co’s mine, Laanecoorie X
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MOLIAGUL HISTORIC RESERVE
058 24 MHR | Welcome Stranger Tourist site X X X |
060 lto & MHR | Queens Co. mine site X J
061 1,2&5 | MHR | Queens and Commissioners gullies X X !
062 4&5 MHR ; Moliagul State battery X X
063 2 MHR § Slaty Reef X e
064 |1to6 |{MHR | Long Gully diggings & puddler site x x o
065 ItoG MHR | German gully - sinkings, surfacing & puddlers X X
066 3 MHR | Tunnel & mullock heap X X
065 2 P Farm X X {
967, 2. MHR | Sheosk Co's batiery S N X |
069 1to 6 SF Cemetery and Inkerman smklngs X X X :
o0 T ISE T Kangatoo reof workings I
071 lto 6 SF Surviving patch of workmgs in Nuggetty Gully X ! i
072 3&4 P Burnt Creek No 2 - Deep lead mine x X [
073 2&3 P Bumt Creek No 1 - Deep Lead mine X
074 2 SE/P Bumt Creek Co/Caldeonian Co X
075 2 SF Sweet Nell deep lead mine/circles X
076 2 GR German Charlies mine X X
Ko7 SF | Walker's Reef e— TR
WILD DOG HISTORIC RESERVE j
D78 d2 b WHR | WA DOEDIZRINES | s b Koo =
079 2to5 P Old Lead German Gully X X :
L8 b Zsin SE L HAVESL HOME Reel b b Ko
081 4100 SE? Puzzle Flat, Bealiba X j .
082 2to3,6 | SF Advanced Bealiba Reef X X ;‘
083 2&6 SF Tunstall’s X X '
084 5 ST Deason/Brooker Reef X o
085 4ors SF Bet Bet Lead puddler X ‘
086 2 SF Bet Bet Reef battery and open cut X
(Key to abbreviations: SF=State Forest; GHR= Go]dsborough Historic Reserve; MHR =Moliagul Historic =

Reserve; WHR=Wild Dog Historic Reserve; P=private land; GR~gravel reserve: GHR=Gooseberry Hill |
Historic Reserve; TFR=Tarnagulla Flora Reserve) o

!
]
i
|
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1 RECOMMENDATIONS

As stated in the Introduction, this is a progress report, conditional upon the achievement of a North
Central Goldfields overview for heritage assessment, It is recommended that all sites assessed in this
report as having significance beyond the local level (regional and National Estate) be protected from
further preventable damage until such time as their broader cultural significance can be assessed.
(recommendations are summarised in Table 5.). At that time, some sites might be recommended for
visitor interpretation and tourist development; other sites will be judged too sensitive for such
development, and further recommendations will be made as to their protection and conservation., The
significance of some sites may be diminished by future findings.

¢

Sites in bold print have been assessed as having regional or National Estate significance. For further
details, see Site Gazetteer {(Part Two of this report).

Site No, Name Recommendation{s)
001 .........} Doctors Gully cyanide works/Govt battery | : Track to be diverted and site protected
003 Clovers Gully puddler & dam Site 1o be prolected
904 ... Yorkshire Mine, Watts Reef | .....pSitetebeprotected o ———
005 Bumt Gully puddler Local significance
006 T Cumberland Lead Puddler & dam " Sife fo be profected
007 Cays Dlggmgs, Cumberland Lead To be proiected
008 Bealiba timber camp Local significance
009 Goldsborough mine, Bealiba Reef Local significance
010 Queens Birthday Mine, Bealiba Reefl - Local significance
011 Cyanide vats/tailing duinps, Bealiba Reefl Local significance
012 {p) Eucalyptus Distillery Te be acquired and included info the Historic
m L T T P T T Py Ty Ty Ly T Ty P R T P T E PP T T TP P PI YT ‘Resel.ve LT L T T T P R T R L TR P LT R T EY T PR
013 Otchard Local mgnlﬁcance
014 South Birthday Mine Remains outside boundary fence to be included
in Historic Reserve.
0t5 Water race Local significance B
016 Circular depressiong/tailings & cyanide vat Local significance i
017 Kings Birthday mine’s powder magazine Top wall plates to be replaced and the iron roof
repaired, Site 1o be protected
018 Cyanide vat outlines Local significance
020 Cyamde vat outlmes Local; significance
022 Swnpem Gully puddler To be protected
023 Almeida Reefl workings & camp sites Detailed arch survey and site protected
025 Wild Duck Lead puddler & dam Site to be protected
026 Gooseberry Hill tunnel Local significance
029 Bromley cemetery & alluvial landscape To be protected
030 Burnt Creek dredge dams To be protected
034 Corfu Mine To be protected
035 Halfway Diggings - settlement Detailed arch swrvey required. Site to be
....................................................................... s s OSSR
036 Star Reef battery/tailing & mullock heaps Site to be protcclcd
038 (py i Linger & Die Lead - Sustenance camp o Further research required. Local significance.
039 Greal Sandstone Mme, Llanelly Machinery site fenced oﬂ' pepper trec removed.
Site to be protected
040 Growlers Reef adit Local significance
041 Jim Crow Reef & battery sile To be protected & further research carried out
042 Jim Crow/Italian Gully landscape To be protected -
045 (p) Sandy Creek Lead To be protected
D49 f Jomes” Creek Co’s mine conemrmmmnann b RO DE PTOIECIEd | s
050 Waan_yarra Eucalyptus DLstlllery To be protected
051 .| Baroes Flat - fireplaces rmenrrrrrn kO DEPIOLCCLEd et
052 Jones Creek diggings & Waanyarra To be protected i
055 ... boverty Rech, Tanagulla  |Localsignificance e
057 () American Reef Co's mine Local significance
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058 Welcome Stranger Tourist Trail Site to be protected.
060 Queens Reef Local significance
061 Queens/Commissioners gullies Local significance
062 Moliagul Govt battery, Biggs Gully Local significance
063 Slaty Reef workings Local significance
064 Long Gully aliuvial landscape Local significance
065 Swedes/German Gully landscape To be protected
066, g Sheoak Rl tummel s Site to be monitored/protected . rersne
067 Sheaoak Reef battery Local slgmﬁcance
069 Inkerman diggings & cemetery To be protected and the southern sinkings to be
included in Moliagul Historic Reserve,
070 Kangaroo Reef To be protected
071 Surviving patch of Nuggetty Guily workings Local significance
072 (p) Burat Creek No 2 To be protected
073 (p) Bumt Creek No 1 Local significance
074C Burnt Creek Co Local significance
0738 [ CRICAOLIACO: s 0GR SigRIfCaRCE
075 {(p) Sweet Nell mine Local significanca
076, | Goman Charlles HL T T ocal significance
077 Walker's Reel Local significance
078 T "Wild Dog Diggings i To Be profected T
079 (p) Old Lead Diggings, German GuIly To be protecied
080 Harvest Home Mine Local significance
081 Puzzle Flat Local significance
082 Advanced Bealiba Reef Local significance )
083 Tunstall’s diggings Detailed archaeological survey and site te be
pmlectcd
085 Bet Bet Lead Puddier To be protecled
988, BeA Bt Reel battery andopencut | iTobeprotected | ——
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APPENDIX A : PROJECT BRIEF (1991)

| A project officer will be employed to identify and recommend on the significance of and prepare a
strategy for the conservation and mangement of historic mining sites on public land in North Central
Victoria. It is intended that this will focus on the Land Conservation Council’s Historic Reserves but will
L also include historic mining sites on the other categories of public land and may also require comparison
bt with historic mining sites on private land.

Tasks
The project officer will undertake the following:

1) Identify all the historic mining sites and areas, ie. where mining commenced before 1940, and
identify the reports about those places which will assist in determining their significance according
to the guidelines of the Burra Charter of Australia ICOMOS as applied by the Historic Mining
Sites Assessment Committee.

2) Undertake historical and archasological reseatch required for the assessment of the significance of
the historic mining sites and areas in North Central Victoria using

DIEP records, maps and plans

relevant newspapers

local historical records, conservation studies
State libraries

other known sources

field surveys

« & & & & =

Information about these sites will be stored on a computer data base to facilitate the use of the
information for assessment and management purposes.

3 Carry out field surveys at sites selected on the basis of (1) and (2) above, recording the:

location of each site

components (features and artefacts) at each site

condition of each site and its features

details of the operation of the site, ie. an attempt should be made to interpret the site and its
features

. relationship between individual sites as well as between the sites and their environment.

s o * @

4) Assign relative significance to these historic places and submit these recommendations to the
Department of Conservation and Environment (now Department of Conservation and Natural
Resources) and the Historic Mining Sites Assessment Cormittee for their consideration.

3 Prepare a strategy for the conservation and management of these historic mining sites and areas,
based on present government policies and stategies, with particular emphasis on how historic sites
can be interpreted to the public and linked with existing goldfields tourism promotions,

6) Prepare site specific works plans and projects for in the ground works necessary for the protection
and interpretation of key historic sites identified in the strategy, so that such on the grounds work
can be commenced in the 1991/92 financial year.

7 Make recommendations about areas that require further detailed site recording and investigation,
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APPENDIX B: Types of extant features grouped according to method of mining.
Those in bold print are individual features which have exemplary intactness andfor uniqueness.

ALLUVIAL
Shallow Alluvvial
Sinldngs 007

027
029

033

042
045

052
054
061
064
069

071
079

083
Puddlers 003
005
006
022
025
026
027
033
058

064
065

085

Surfacing 058
065

Mining village/camp 007
035

038
051

071

Cumberland Lead

Patchy Flat
Graveyard Hill

Mother Chisholms

Jim Crow Flat
Sandy Creek Lead

Jones Creek

Sawpit Gully
Cueens Gully
Long Gully
First Inkerman

Nuggetty Gully
Old Lead

Tunstalls Diggings

Clovers Gully
Burnt Tree Gully
Cumberland Lead

Specimen Track

Wild Duck Lead
Gooseberry Hill
Patchy Flat
Mothet Chisholms
Jim Crow Flat

Black Reef
Long Gully
Swedes/
German Gully
Bet Bet Lead

Black Reef
Swedesf

German Gully
Cumberland Lead
Halfway Diggings
Linger and Die
Barnes Flat

Nuggetty Gully
sinkings

Curving band of relatively deep
sinkings

Band of well-defined sinkings

Small patch of sinkings associated
with Bromley cemetery

Wide flat containing well defined
sinkings

Band of well-defined sinkings
Patch of well-defined sinkings
surviving on cleared land

Band of well-defined sinkings and some
paddocking

Narrow band of well-defined sinkings
Fairly disturbed sinkings

Patch of relatively intact shallow sinkings
Band of well -defined sinkings
associated with Moliagul Cemetery
Patch of well-defined sinkings

Patch of well-defined sinkings
surviving on cleared land

Land band of well-defined sinkings

Raised, fresh-looking puddler and dam
Weathered puddler and small dam
Raised, fresh-looking puddler and
dam, with two loading ramps
Weathered puddler and stone-retained
puddler

Raised, fresh-looking puddler and dam
Fresh-looking puddler

Eroded puddler and dam

Eroded puddler and dam

Five puddlers in varying states of
preservation

Two weathered puddlers associated
with Welcome Stranger nugget

Eroded puddler and dam

Five puddlers
Stone-lined puddler

Extensive hillslope surfacing

Extensive surfacing

Mounds of stone associated with small
brick floors and domgstic rubbish
Mounds of stone associated with small
brick floors and domestic rubbish
Stone fireplaces associated with domestic
rubbish

Two kero tin fireplaces and mud brick
hut

Stone fireplaces associated with alluvial
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Monument
Cement mining
Mullock hea

Sinkings

Sluicing

Bucket dredging

Deep Lead

Mullock heaps

Mining engine footings

Bob-pit
Chimney stack

Sand dump

QUARTZ MINING
Monuments

Adits

Open cuts

Shallow reef workings

083

058

081

028

076

078

030
062

072
073
074
074
075

072
073
074
075

072
072
072
073

074
075

055

026
040
066

021
040
060
063
086

023

Tunstalls Diggings

¢ Black Reef

Puzzle Flat
Slaughteryard Hill

German Charlie’s
Hill
Wild Dog Diggings

Burnt Creek
Biggs Gully

Burnt Creek No. 2
Burnt Creek No .1
Bumt Creek Co.
Caledonian Co,
Sweet Nell

Burnt Creek No. 2
Bumt Creek No. 1
Caledonian Co.
Sweet Nell

: Burnt Creek No. 2
: Burnt Creek No. 2

Bumt Creek No. 2
Bumt Creek No. 1
Caledonian Co.
Sweet Nell Co,

Poverty Reef

Gooseberry Hill
Growlers Hill
Sheoack goldmine

Belgian Reef
Growlers Reef
Jim Crow Reef
Queens Reef
Slaty Reef

Bet Bet Reef

Almedia Reef

Alignment (streets) of small rock
mounds

Welcome Stranger nugget

Large sumps of washed crushed gravels

Small patch of sinkings that have escaped
gravel quarrying

Small patch of cement workings
Patch of well-defined and open
sinkings

Several dredge dams
Dredge dam

Dumps of mullock/washed pebbles
Dumps of mullock/washed pebbles
Large quarried dumps

Dumps of mullockfwashed pebbles
Dumps of mullockfwashed pebbles

Substantial brick beds

Largely bulldozed brick beds

Spread of brick and stone rubble
Mound of rubble and concrete footings

Long rectangular pit
10ft-square brick stack hase

Large dumps of sand

Largely quarried dumps

Largely quarried dumps

Small dump with cyanide vat impressions

Cairn to Poverty mine, Tamagulla

Open adit

Open adit

Collapsed adit with intact mullock
heap

Large open cut filled with rubbish
Deep open cutting

Deep open cutting with some stoping
Small open cut

Small open cut

Long, shallow open cut

Line of open cutting, shallow shafts
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Stoping

Mullock heap

Shafts

Mining engine footings

Bob-pit

Chimney stack/flue

Whims (5 sites)

Mine buildingss

Power plant

033
048

070

034
641
070

009
010
014
021
024
032
634
036
041
043
056
057
058
068
082

034
040
049
063

004
009

010

024
034
034
039
057

004
039

021
46
086

or?

002
010
040
068

001

Mother Chisholms
Nuggetty Reef

Kangaroo Reef

Corfu Reef
Jim Crow Reef
Kangaroo Reef

Goldsborough Co.
Queens B*day Co.
South Birthday
Belgian Reef
Specimen Reef
Sydenham Co,
Corfu Reef

Star Reef

Jim Crow Reef
Tappit Hen mine
Calders Reef
American Reef
Moliagul Consols
Arcadian Reef
Advanced Bealiba

Lianelly mine
Growlers reef
Jones Ck GMCo.
Slaty Reef

Yorkshire Co.
Goldborough Co.

Queens Birthday

Specimen Reef
Corfu Reef Co.
Llanelly Co,
Great Sandstone
American Reef

Yorkshire mine
Great Sandstone

Belgian Reef
Wanda mine
Bet Bet Reef

Walkers Reef

Windmill Reef
Queens Birthday
Growlers Reef
Arcadian Reef

State battery

and small mullock heaps

Line of open cuts, open shafts with
mullock paddocks

Line of shallow sinkings and mullock
heaps

Short section of undisturbed shafts,
open cutting and stoping

Small surface stope
Stoping visible in open cut
Short section of surface stoping

Small intact dump

Partly quarried large dump

Small intact dump

Partly quarried large mullock dump
Partly quarried small mullock dump
Partly quarried large mullock dump
Intact small mullock dump

Intact small mullock dump

Intact small mullock dump

Partly quarried small dump

Bulldozed mullock dump

Small mullock dump

Partly quarried small dump

Partly quarried dump with loading bay
Large mullock paddock and filled shaft

Open shaft with concrete baling pond
Open (fenced) shafts

Open shaft

Open shaft with wooden collar

Substantial brick beds

Brick and stone rubble/protuding iron
bolts

Brick and stone rubble/protuding iron
bolts

Bedlogs, iron bolts and brick rubble
Stone engine bed and brick rubble
Small concrete beds

Parallel lines of brick beds

Brick beds testing on concrete footings

Remains of brick-lined pit
Intact brick pit with bolts and wooden
pump arch

Collapsed flue leading to stack depression
Circular brick chimney base

Short flue leading to base of circular
stone stack

Partly quarried whim platform

Stone footings of small structure
Concrete floor

Stone footings of residential building
Stone structure containing two small
slag-lined furnace bowls

Gas producer stands/tank
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086  Bet Bet Reef Stone boiler setting
‘ Powder magazine 017  Kings Birthday Small intact brick building with
galvanised iron roof
‘ : Tramway 039  Great Sandstone Embankment running from shaft to
b site of small battery
Mining villape 023  Almeida Reef At least 22 stone fireplaces
Battery engine 001  State battery Concrete beds
002  Windmill Reef Bulldozed brick beds
004  Yorkshire Co. Arrangement of concrete beds
014  South Birthday Co. Stone and brick rubble
021  Belgian Reef Stone and brick rubble
036  Star Reef Bedlogs and iron bolts

040  Growlers Reef H-shaped concrete bed
041  Jim Crow Reef Rubble and boiler ash
049  Jones Ck GM Co. Bedlogs and iron bolts

062  State battery Bedlogs and iron bolts
086  Bet Bet Reef Stone engine bed
Stamper footings 001  State battery Well-preserved stamper stumps
002  Windmilt Reef Decaying bedlogs and iron bolts
004  Yorkshire Co, Concrete footings and line of stump
slots
014  South Birthday Co. Line of decaying stamper stumps
021  Belgian Reef Line of decaying stamper stumps
024  Specimen Reef Line of decaying stamper stumps
036 Star Reef Co. Stamper stumps and concrete footings

039  Great Sandstone  Line of well preserved stamper stumps
i 03%  Great Sandstone Decaying stamper stumps

046  Wanda Co. Line of iron bolts
045 Jones Ck GM Co,  Stump slots and concrete
062  State battery Stamper smmps
067  Sheoak Reef Very decayed stamper stumps
077  Walkers Reef Decayed stamper stomps
[ 086  Bet Bet Reef Line of stamper stumps
o Loading ramp 046  Wanda mine Remains of loading ramp
R Battery shed 001  State battery Concrete footings and butts of posts
t 004  Yorkshire Co. Conerete footings and butts of posts
062  Sate battery Concrete footings and butts of post
Water tank 062  State battery Gal. Iron tank on wooden stand
Water dams 001  State battery Large dam
002  Windmill Hill Two dry dams
010 Queens B;day Reef Two large dams
019  Belgian Reef Large dam
024  Specimen Reef Large dam
034  Corfu Reef Large dam
036  Star Reef Large dam
049  Jopes CkGM Co.  Small dam
060  Queens Reef Large dam
067  Sheoak Reef Small dam
068  Arcadian Co. Large dam
077  Walkers Reef Small dam

080  Harvest Home Rf Two large dams




NORTH CENTRAL GOLDFIELDS PROJECT: Dunolly Mining Division

TAILINGS RETREATMENT

Cyanide vats

Tailings paddock

Treated tailings

001  State battery

011  Queens B'day Reef
016  South Birthday Co.
018  Kings Birthday
019  Belgian Reef

032:  Sydenham Co,

036  Star Reef

041  Jim Crow Reef

068  Arcadian Reef

077  Walkers Reef

084  Deason/Brooker Rf
(001State battery

004  Yorkshire Co.

010 Queens B'day Reef
019  Belgian Reef

032  Sydenham Reef
036  Star Reef

039  Great Sandstone
041  Jim Crow Reef
046  Wanda Co.

049 Jones Ck GM Co,
053 Wet Track Dam
055  Poverty Reef

060  Queens Reef

062  State battery

068  Arcadian Reef

077  Walkers Reef

080  Harvest Home

082  Advanced Bealiba
084  Deason/Brooker Rf

Line of galvanised iron vats

Single concrete vat

Vat outlines and conctete drainage vat

Circular vat outlines

Circular vat outlines and one concrete

drainage vat
Galvanised iron vats
Galvanised iron vats
Qutlines of vats
Ciccular concrete bases
Galvanised iron vats
Galvanised iron vats

Four stone-lined storage paddocks

Massive dump of tailings
Massive dumps of tailings
Large dump of tailings
Quarried dump of tailings
Extensive tailings dumps
Extensive tailings dumps
Small dump of tailings
Large dump of tailings
Traces of tailings

Sizall dump of tailings
Extensive tailings dumps
Large dump of tailings
Small dump of tailings
Latge dump of tailings
Small dump of tailings
Large dump of tailings
Small dump of tailings
Large dump of tailings

...........
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Figure 2 — Index and 1;25,000 maps showing site locations

No Name Location Map reference

001 Tarnagulla Govt battery Doctors Gully, Tarnagulla LN - 531.270

Q02 Windmill Reef mine Windmill Reef Hill, Dunolly DS - 422124

003 Puddler & dam Clovers Gully, Dunolly DS - 432,131

004 Yorkshire mine Walts reef, Tarnagulla IS - 530.295

905, JRUDAIET 8 GAIMN e Burnt Tree Gully, Kays Diggings  iLN 586228 .
008 F’udd!er & dam Cumberlgr;c‘i'mLead Kays Diggings LN - 559,224

07 o BAMVIEL diggings & camp sites jCumberlandlead NG 884212
008  |Forest camp Bealiba Forest Block DN - 333.276

009 Goldsborough Co's mine Bealiba reef, Goldsborough DN - 381.214

010 Queens Birthday Co's mine Beallba reef, Goldshorough DN - 381.213

o011 Cyanide vatf/Tailing heaps Bealiba Reef, Goldsborough DN - 384.211

012..... Eucalyptus distllery .. k. Bealiba reef, Goldsborough vy ON.2, 388210
013 Orchard & house Bealiba reef, Geldsborough DN - 381.213

014 Sth Birthday mine Beallba reef, Goldsborough DN - 382,209

015 Water race Bealiba reef, Goldsborough DN - 381.209

016 Chilian milis/cyanide vals Bealiba reef, Goldsborough DN - 383.208

017 Kings Birthday mine . iBeliaba reef, , Goldsborough DN -382.206
olg Chillan mills S Bealiba re reef Goldsborough DN - 882,208
019, YRS VA EIGIEN e, Goldsborough " IDN - 991195
020 Chilian mtlls/tallmgs Belgtan reef, Goldsborough DN - 391,195

021 Criterfon Gold Mining Co. Belgian reef, Goldsborough DN - 390.195

022 Puddler & dam Swipers Gully, Dunolly LN - 489,182

023 Quartz workings & settfement Almeida reef, Dunolly LN - 482,187
024, Spacimen Quartz Mining Co, | Specimen Reef, Dunlly """ " LN - s10188
025  lPuddier & dam Wild Duck Lead, Dunolly LN - 507.186
028 Tunnel & puddler Gooseberry Hill, Dunolly DN - 439,155

Q27 1 Puddle & dam/house site Pacthy Fiat Hilt/creek BS - 443,153

028 Almost obliterated Slaughteryard Hill, Dunclly DS - 448,148

029 Bromley cemetery & diggings Graveyard Hill, Dunolly ) LS - 452 145
St = redgedam ........................................ Sp]llersHIII/Burnt e T
081, Workings obliterated iAndersons Hil, Dunolly R AT
032 Sydenham Co's mine Quakers Gul]y,fﬂeef Dunolly DS - 448.139

033 Quartz mine & puddler/diggings i Chisholms Reef mine & lead LN - ¢.556.252

034 Corfu reef Co's mine Corfu Reet, Halfway Diggings LN - 556.280

035 Halfway diggings & camp Halfway/Corfu Lead LN - ¢. 558,280
9%..... St Restbaltory ... Str Reol Haltway Diggings  HiS.sse2el
037 |Quartz mining i Hellas Reef, Halfway Diggings IS - 556.301

098 ...\Dlggings & campsites  ilinger & Die Lead, Haltway ~  ~  IS° 55301
039 Great Sandstone Cos m:ne Sandstone reef, Llaneily IS 556 315

040 Growlers tunnel Growlers Reef LN - 535.275

041 Quartz mining & battery Jim Crow resf LN - ¢.536.272

042 Puddlers & dam Jim Crow Flat/italian Gully LN - ¢.541.272

043 ..TeppitHonmine .iTappltHenreel " LN - 526.277

044 D:gglngs obhlerated Hard Hills, Tarnagu[la IS - 555,315

045 Diggings - grazed landscape Sandy Creek Lead 118 « 526,304







Name

Location

Map reference

046 Wanda Co's mine Iren bark/Wanda reefs LN - 529.253

047 Diggings obliterated Great Northern Lead LN - 494,235

048 Puddler/dam & quartz mine Nuggetty Gully/Reef LN - 486.231

049 Jones Creek Co's mine Gourleys Indicator LN - 494,235

080 .| Waanyarra Euoy distlery .1 Gourleys Indicator, Jones' Crk LN - 484295
0851 Diggings, 5;;;;3"'&".aametery Barnes Fle‘u Jc;nes' Creek LN 481, 229

052 ..\Diggings fpuddier she 1 dones! CreelfSecrot HIl 1IN -c 484205
053 Tailings & dam Tlpperary Guilly, Jones Creek LN - 490 222

054 Diggings/quartz workings Sawpil/Shingle Gully LN - c. 488.213

055 Quartz mining Poverty Reef, Tarnagulla LN - ¢.529.267

056 Quartz mine Calders Reef, Jones' Creek LN - 481.207

087, ATETICEN COS TG s American Reof, Cays Diggings  ...i] LN 881204 .o
058 Welcome Stranger Tourist trail Black Reef, Moliagul DN - 366,282

059 Being mined Wayman's reef, Moliagul DN - 366.289

080 Queens Co's mine Queens Reef, Moliagul DN - 371.285

061 Diggings/1830s camps Queens & Commissioners Gly DN - ¢.373.286
902....... Moliagul GOV ballery e DI993 Gully, Mollagul o BS2870802
063 IMonitor Co. Slaty Reef, Maliagul RS - 368.300

054 ... Diggingsipuddter & dam _ ..ilong Gully Mollagul . .....BS:368300 ..
065 Diggings, puddlers, farm German/Swedes Gly, Moliagul RS - c. 355 313

066 Tunnel Mt. Sheoak, Meoliagul RS - 358.314

087 Sheoak Co's battery Sheoak Reef, Mollagul RS - 380.309

068 Inkerman Co's mine Arcadian Reef, Inkerman DN - 389.249
089.......Dlggings & old comstery ..iBumtCreek Diggings . ... DN 088268 |
070 |Quartz workings Kangarco Reet LN.'560.220
71 Diggings almost gone Nuggetty Gully, Tarnagulla LN - ¢.630. 239

072 Burnt Creek No 2 Burnt Creek Lead LS - 512113

073 Burnt Creek No 1 Burnt Creek Lead LS - 495,123

074 11 C aIedonian/Burm_.9_{93!5__E‘g'ﬁwmm Bumt Creek Lead LN 471 125

pas P vg . Burnt D T
976, Diggings i Goiman Chatles I DS 435155
077 Watkér's‘ Reef Walker's Reel LS - 451 120

078 Diggings Wild Dog Hill LN - 466.155

079 Diggings - grazed landscape Old Lead /German Gully DN - ¢.437.195

080 Harvest Home Co's mine Harvest Home Reef DN - 428,221

o8 .|PuzdloFlat aluval  iBealba e DN 276250
082 Advanced Beahba Reef Bealiba . o DN - 292 263

083 \Tunstal'sgodicld 1BOALA e DN 204285 ]
084 | Dreason/Brooker Reef Moliagut \ RS - 360.301

085 Bet Bet Load Bet Bet DS - 447,128

086 Bet Bet Reef Bet Bet DS - 447.127
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No

001
002
003
004
005
006
007
008
009
010
o011
012
013
014
015
016
017
018
019
oz0
021
022
023
024
025
026
027
(28
02%
030
031
032
033
034
035
036
037
038
039
040
041
042
043
044
045

Name

Tarnagulle Govt battery
Windmill Reef mine

Puddier & dam

Yorkshire mine

Puddier & dam

Puddler & dam

Altuvial diggings & camp sites
Forest camp
Geldsborough
Queens Birthday Co’'s mine

Co’s mine

Cyanide vat/Tailing heaps
Eucalyptus distillery

orchard & house

S§th Birthday mine

Hater race
Chilianmills/cyanide vats
Kings Birthday mine
Chilianmills

Cyanide wvat
Chilianmills/tailings
Criterion Gold Mining Co.
Puddier & dam

Quartz workings & settlement
Specimen Quartz Mining Co.
Puddler & dam

Tunnel & puddler

Puddle & dam/house site
Almost obliterated
Bromley cemetery & diggings
Dredge dam

Workings obliterated

Sydenham Co’s mine

Quartz mine & puddler/diggings
Corfu reef Co’s mine

Halfway diggings & camp

Star Reef battery

Quartz mining

Diggings & camp sites

Great Sandstone Co’s mine
Growlers tunnel

Quartz mining & battery
Puddlers & dam

Tappit Hen mine

Diggings obliterated
Diggings - grazed landscape

Location

Doctors Gully, Tarnagulla
Windmill Reef Hill,Dunolly
Clovers Gully, Dunolly

Watts reef, Tarnagulla

Burnt Tree Gully, Kays Diggings
Cumberland Lead, Kesys Diggings
Cumberland Lead

Bealiba Forest Block

Bealiba reef, Goldshorough
Bealiba reef, Goldsborough
Bealiba Reef, Goldsborough
Beatiba reef, Goldshorough
Bealiba reef, Goldsborough
Bealiba reef, Goldsborough
Bealiba reef, Goldsborough
Bealiba reef, Goldshorough
Beliaba reef, Goldsborough
Bealiba reef, Goldsborough
Belgian reef, Goldsborough
Belgian reef, Goldsborough
Belgian reef, Goldsbhorough
Swipers Gully, bunolly

Almeida reef, Dunolly

Specimen Reef, Dunolly

Wild Duck Lead, Dunclly
Gooseberry Hill,Dunolly

Pacthy Flat Hill/creek
Slaughteryard Hili, Dunolly
Graveyard
spillers Hill/Burnt Creek
Hill,Dunolly
Quakers Gully/Reef, Dunolly
Chisholms Reef mine & lead

Hilk,Dunolly

Andersons

Corfu Reef, Halfway Diggings
Kal fway/Corfu Lead

Star Reef, Halfway Diggings
Kellas Reef, Halfway Diggings
tinger & Die Lead, Halfway
sandstone reef, Llanell?
Growlers Reef

Jim Crow reef

Jim Crow Flat/ItalianGully
Tappit Hen reef

Hard Hills, Tarnagulla

Sandy Creek Lead

Map reference
LK - 531.270
Ds - 422.124
DS - 432.131
IS - 530.295
LN - 556,226
LK - 559.224
LN - c. 564.212
DN - 333.276
DM - 381,214
DN -~ 381.213
DN - 384.211
DN - 385.21
DN - 381.213
DN - 382,209
DN - 381.209
DN - 383.208
DN - 382.206
DN - 382.206
DN - 391.195
DN - 391.195
BN - 390.195
LN - 489.182
LN - 492.1B7
LN - 510.188
LN - 507.186
DN - 439.155
DS - 443.153
DS - 448.148
LS - 452.145
Ls - 450.143
LS - 458.137
DS - 448,139
LH - c.556.252
LK - 556.280
LN - c.556.280
Is - 558.291
Is - 556.301
IS - 556.301
1s - 556.315
LN - 535.275
LN - ¢.536.272
LN - c.541.272
LN - 526,277
1s - §55.315
18 - 526.304

Page

10
1%
16
18
20
21
25
32
33
35
36
38
39
40
42
43
&4
45
48
49
51
53
55
59
61
62
64
67
69
72
74
77
79
81
82
83
87
8%
91
93
%
97



No
046
047
048
049
050
051
052
053
054
055
056
057
058
059
060
061
062
063
064
065
066
067
068
059
070
071
072
073
074
075
076
077
078
079
080
081
082
083
084
085
086

Name

Wanda Co’s mine
Diggings obliterated
Puddler/dam
Jones Creek Co’s mine

& quartz mine
Waanyarra Eucy distillery
Diggings, camps & cemetery
Diggings /puddler site
Tailings & dam
biggings/quartz workings
Quartz mining

Quartz mine

American Co’s mine
Welcome Stranger Tourist trail
Being mined

Queens Co’s mine

biggings/1930s  cemps

Moliagul Govt battery

Monitor Co.

Diggings/puddler & dam
Diggings, puddiers, farm

Tunnel

Sheoak Co’s battery

Inkerman Co’s mine

Diggings & old cemetery

Quartz workings

Diggings almost gone

Burnt Creek No 2

Burnt Creek Ho 1
Caledonian/Burnt Creek Co’s
Sweet Nell mine
Diggings

Walkers Reef
Diggings

Diggings - grazed landscape
Harvest Home Co’s mine
Puzzle Flat, alluvial
Advanced Bealiba Reef
Tunstall’s goldfield
Cyanide works

Bet Bet Lead

Bet Bet Reef

Location

Iron bark/Wanda
Great HNorthern Lead

Nuggetty Gully/Reef

Indicator

Irdicator, Jones’ Crk
Barnes Flat, Jones’ Creek

reefs

Gourleys
Gourleys

Jones’ Creek/Secret  Hill
Tipperary Gully, Jones’ Creek
Gully

Poverty Reef, Tarnagulla

Sawpit/Shingle

Calders Reef, Jones’ Creek
American
Black Reef, Moliagul
Wayman's
Queens Reef, Moliagul

Reef, Cays Diggings

reef, Moliagul

Queens & Commissioners ~ Gly
Biggs Gully, Moliagul
Slaty Reef, Moliagul
Long Guily, Moliagul
German/Swedes Gly, Moliagul
Mt. Sheoak,

Shecak Reef, Moliagul

Moliagul

Arcadian Reef, Inkerman
Burnt Creek Diggings
Kangaroo Reef

Nuggetty Gully, Tarnagulla
Burnt Creek Lead

Burnt Creek Lead

Lead

Burnt Creek Lead

German Charlies Hill
Walkers Reef

Wild Dog Hill

Old Lead /German
Harvest Home Reef
Bealiba

Beal iba

Bealiba

Deason & Brocker Reef
Bet Bet

Bet Bet Reef

Burnt Creek

Gully

Map reference
LN - 529,253
LN - 494,235
LH - 486,231
LN - 494.235
LN - 494.235
LN - 481,229
LM - c. 484.225
LN - 490,222
LN - c. 488,213
LN - ¢.529.267
LN - 481.207
LN - 581.214
DN - 366.282
DH - 366,289
DN - 371,285
bR - ¢.373.286
RS - 370.302
RS - 368.300
RS - 368.300
RS - c¢. 355.313
RS - 359.314
RS - 3460.309
DN - 399.249
DH - 386.268
LH - 560.229
LN - ¢,530, 239
LS - 512.113
LS - 495,123
LN - 471,125
LS - 483.118
DS - 435,155
LS - 451,120
LW - 466.155
DN - £,437.,195
DN - 428.221
DR - 276.250
DN - 292.263
DN - 294.285
RE - 360.301
bs -« 447,126
DS - 447.127
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99
101
103
105
107
109
11
14
115
116
122
123
125
129
131
134
136
138
140
142
145
147
150
153
157
15¢
161
163
165
168
170
172
174
176
170
182
184
188
190
191
193
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Tarnagulla State Battery

SITE NO. & NAME: 001 TARNAGULLA STATE BATTERY
LOCATION: Doctor’s  Gully, Tarnagulla
DIRECTIONS: Doctors Gully is a tributary of Sandy Creek, east of Poverty Mine monument.

From Tamagulla, turn left off Tarnagulla-Newbridge Road, opposite Crystal Road

MAP/GRID REFERENCE:  Laanecoorie North 1:25,000 -531.270

PARCEL NUMBER: P131317
MUNICIPALITY. Shire of Bet Bet
LAND STATUS. Unreserved Crown Land

EXISTING HERITAGE CLASSIFICATION:  McConville 1987; LCCStudy

PRESENT MANAGEMENT/USE: LCC-NCTI

HISTORY.

1894-95 cyanide plant: asyndicate was formedto work the tailings of the Poverty mine by Messrs Duncan,
Noyes & Co., by means of the cyanide process. This was the first time that this process was successfully
undertaken on a large scale in Australia, Some hundreds of thousands of tons of sand weretreated during the
eight years that this company wereat work, and the results obtzined were remarkable. As much as 28 dwt of

gold perton of sand was recovered.t

1895: Treatment of Battery Sand at Tammagulla by Duncan Brothers' Process.

During the past year (1895) a most successful system for the recovery of gold from tailings has been
introduced by Messrs Duncan Brothers at Tamagulla, where they erected their first plant to treat the sand
deposiled many years age from crushing operations of the Prince of Wales and Old Poverty Company,
amounting to upwardsof 40,000 tons, About 25 men are employed, and several carters, and the steady work
and good wages has proved a blessing during the last year to many in the old township. The principle of
trealment is essentially a chemical one, the base of which is cyanide, and the combination a secret discovered
only after exhaustive laboratory work and study by Messrs Duncan, who naturally enough arenot yet disposed
1o make the whole secret public, although they kindly give the visitor a general idea of the mode of treatment.

They found that about three-fourths of the sand required concentration in orderto dispose of the slimes; this

was done through the medium of a large concave buddle very carefully watched and manipulated, and capable of
operating on about 120 tons in eight hours, this quantity being reducedby about one-third in the operation.

Repeated daily assays are made from the buddleand slimes runoff, so that a maximum of rapid treatment can be
secured with a mininum loss of gold in the water and slimes discharged; assays from the latter seldom give
more than a few grains per ton. The concentrates are deposited in leaching vats, and the prepared solution

pumpex in, and the sand thoroughly saturated for a period varied according to the nature of the sand being
trealedaand the strength of the solution, the duration ranging from six to twelve hours, after which it is drawn
off and allowed to percolate through a series of carbon filters at a rate that insures the compeletion of the gold
taken up; from this point the process is familiar, as the furnaces soon reducesthe apparently gilt chaarcoal to
gold bars,

Any sand containing only a small percentage of slimes is treated direct, that is, without concentration, the
saving in handling thus permitting of a much lower grade material being treated profitably, The process is
also varied so that deposits containing a large percentage of sulphides may be successfully dealt with,
although the cost underthese conditions is invaariably greater.

So far as they have gone, Messrs Duncan contrive to extract upwards of 90 per cent. of the gold, and their
operations at Tarnagulla are unquestionably of a highly profitable nature, and deservedly so as a reward for the
genius and capital pluckily expended, and which, in this particular instance, may mean the production of
10,000 ozs. of gold that was hitherto practically lost.

Therewould appear to be a vast field of utility in the application of the system of treatment, particularly if
usedin connexion with the dry crushing of silicious lode material. Afterthe inventors have further proved the

general aplication of their system its sphere of usefulness will no doubt be greatly extended. 2

July 1895: Considerable activity prevails both in and around Tarnagulla ... the very debris or dirt, the chaff
from the mill is foundto have only half thrased of its golden grain. Many thousands of tons of this gelden
“rubbish” are available and will be treated by Messrs Duncan ... The position taken up by Messrs Duncan
affords them ever facility for working the tailings, for they have squatted down in the middle of the Poverty
heaps, and are carting thereto from every direction. Fifty five men are employed by the company ... The
particular chemicals employed arekept a scoret by the firm, but, less the roasting, we presume the treatment is
similar to that employed in the Plattner O’Meuraprocess of chlorination, and also by the Newberry Vautin
process.

The tailings arebuddledin a cistern or depositery 30 ft in diameter; the buddleis given a radiating motion, and
the sand passes under sacken puddlers which so disturb the lighter particles that they graviatate towards a



Tarnagulla State Battery

commeon centre through a hole a foot or eighteen inches in diameter, which all refuse passes, into sluice
boxes. Beams are fixed at intervals from which are suspended sacks, each with a small hole below, and
attatched at the top to a pipem which conveys the fiow of water, Into this bag the sand passes and is carefully
deposited near the outer rim of the buddle, through the small hole in the ead of the sack before mentioned.
Sacks arealso attatched to the beams by the dragging of which the tailings are combed,; ploughs 4 each are
affixed to the beams which disturb the sand, now and again, when the water carries off any light material
remaining. Thus, the concentrates remain, and are afterwards loaded into carts and sent along to be treated by a
chernical process, something similar to the treatment by Chlorine gas, which is generated by chloride of

sodium (common salt} and manganese. 3

1902 -1912 cyanide plant : Furtherimprovement in the process resulted in the re-treatment of these tailings
by Messrs Lyndon & Dowsley, between 1902 and 1912, This company alsc obtained rich returns from the

slimes that had been neglected by Messrs Duncan, Noyes & Co, 4

1915: The Government battery in course of erection, with cyanide plant, should give prospecting a new life in
the locality. 5

1943: Mine Department Batteries - Tamagutla: Gas, 5-head,® _

DESCRIPTION OF PHYSICAL REMAINS:

Multi-phased site:

Phase 1: 1896 -? : Duncan, Noyes & Co - cyanide works
Phase 2: 1902 - 1912 : Lyndon & Dowsley - cyanide works
Phase 3: 1915 - 1957 : Government battery/cyanide works. [
The stone-walled vals may well date to the earliest phase. Therest of the features relate to the operation of the |
State battery. i

State battery l )
The site consists of a ramp constructed of baltery sand, at the top of which are embedded three open-topped, |

circular, galvanized iron treatment vats, each 11ft (3.4m) in diameter. Sunk into the ground at the rear of the
ramp is another galvanized vat of similar diameter. A channel leads from this tank in a north-easterly direction
o adam.

20m NWof the galvanised iron vats is a line of four sunken vats. The vats have sloping stone walls, and their
surface outlines measures 11 x 14m (36 x 46ft). The rear wall of each paddock has a 30¢m opening at ground
level, leading onto a common drainage area, which slopes NEtowards a gully,

Immediately SW of the galvanised iron vats arethe remains of a stamp battery (5 head of stamps). Enclosing
the baltery are the remains of a galvanized iron shed - concrete footings containing remnants of bush timber
stumps. The shed would have comprised two rooms, one containing the stamper, the other the engine. The
stamper room would have measured6.3 x 5.2m. Theengine room was 8m square, and contains concrete engine
mounting blocks. Conerete supports in the ground to the SW of the engine room suggest that this was the
location of the beiler. Fragments of the boiler itself are to be found in the vicinity. One such metal fragment
still has some of its lining of firebricks. Firebricks, with the impressed words ‘SOUTHYARRA' discernible,
litter the area.

PHOTOS: Photo 1: Cyanide tanks and conerete footings. Looking B
Photo 2: Footings and battery stumps. Lookings &
Phote 3: 3 gal iron tanks. Looking S
Phote 4: Tank and drain to dam
Photo 5: Boiler
Photo 6: Battery stumps

ARTEFACTS - Parts of boiler, iron bolts in mounting blocks

INTEGRITY/CONDITION:  Sitc integrity is good and the condition of the fabric of the site is fair, given the
nature of the remains and the treatment process carried out here,

THREATS: Humanvisitation: fossicking for treasureand scrap; vehiele track passes through
the centre of the site, between the settling tanks and paddocks, and is gradually
eroding the edges of the paddocks.,

Natural processes: Deterioration of concrete footings, dueto dampness; rusting of
galvanized iron tanks

CULTURAL SIGNIFICANCE:

The site has:
Historical significance because it:



B
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Tarnagulla State Battery

a) is associated with an important historical event: the introduction of a revolutionary re-treatment
process during the mid-1890s

b} represents a sequence of uses or functions over time

¢) is assoctated with the Victorian Government's attempt to revitalise quartz mining at the turn of
the century through the erection of State Batteries. '

Scientific significance becauseof:

a) its intactness

b) its ability to demonstrate what took place on the site

Social significance because it has some importance to the local community.

Significance  ranking:  Regional

CONSERVATION POLICY:

The site’s significance is attributable mainly to its integrity and association with the pioneering of cyaniding
in Victoria.,

RECOMMENDATIONS FOR IMPLEMENTATION:

The fact that the site has not been seriously vandalised or damaged suggests that the local community
recognises its significance. Thesite should be monitored and if circumstances change protective measures, such
as fencing and sign posting, should be implemented

Assessor: David Bannear Date: May 1991

Clarke 1985, pb

Annual Report of the Secretary for Mines and Water Supply, year 1895, p43
Tarnagufla and Lianslly Courier 20/7/189%

Clarke 1985, pb

Mining Surveyors’ Reports, 1918

Mining Surveyors’ Reports, 1943
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Windmili Reef mine

SITE NO. & NAME: 002 WINDMILL REEF MINE
LOCATION: Windmill Reef
DIRECTIONS: Western side of Timor/Dunolly Road, Take Windmill Track and first on the left,

Mine workings arevisible on the top of the hill

MAP/GRID REFERENCE:  Dunolly South 1:25000 - 422,124

PARCEL NUMBER.: P122049
MUNICIPALITY: Shire of Bet Bet
LAND STATUS, State Forest

EXISTING HERITAGE CLASSIFICATION:  None

PRESENT MANAGEMENT/USE: LCC- NCE20

HISTORY:

1857/60s: Discovered in 1857. This reefproduced 120 oz in February the following year and soon after was
returning 8 oz per ton from the 100 R level. As all the trees had already been cut down by the first miners it
was decidedto erect a windmill to drive the battery. It was 80ft high and when finished in 1860 failed to work

and was abandoned. The brick foundations still remain, !

Sept 1859: On Lees Bridge Reef'a company of 12 have taken up this long abandoned reef, and are erecting a
windmill for crushing purposes, the tower of which is to be 80 feet in height. They will also have a small

engine for pumping and winding, 2

April 1860: At Dunolly, the only reefs being succesfully worked areat the Perseverance and Windmili Hiil ...
on the latter the prospectors claim on which the windmill has been erected, and which is ready. 3

Aug [860: the prospectors had a crushing, the result of which has causedthem to pay off most of their hands. 4

1862: Another company took over in 1862 and weregelting 6 oz/ton before being beaten by water, 5

14 Feb 1863: Enterprise Mining Company - This company has been established to work the reef known as
Windmill, has long since gots its machinery in working order, and is crushing away in right good earnest.
The scene of the operation is about 3 miles south of Dunolly. Approaching the hill from the town, one is
struck with the mass of timber which comprised the mass of timber which composed the framework of the old
windmill from which the range and reef derive their name. The shaft now in work is about 120 feet in depth.
The reefaverages some 4 fect in thickness ... Silver in small quantities is found in the mundic. Carbonate of
copper may also casily be tracedin the stone ... Sixty eight tons have been crushed, yielding 33 ounces or an
average of nearly 10 dwis per ton. The manager, Mr Kendall, has been engaged in mining pursuits since he
was eight years of age, and is thoroughty up to his work. He came out to Adelaide in 1847 where he was
engaged in the Burra Burra mines .., The water for supplying the engine and for crushing purposes, has
hitherte been obtained from the main shaft, but laterlythis has not been sufficient to keep the machine going
more than half the time. The shaft is now being sunk a further depth of 40 feet, and when finished it is
expected there will again be an ample supply of water. The manager intends sinking a new shaft to the west,
on the site of the old windmill, using the frame for poppet heads to raise the quartz and debris. There are two
engines employed in the works, one of 25 horse power and one of 6 horse power, the former driving the
stampers and the latter working the shaft gear etc. They are supplied from one boiler 28 feet in fength by 6 1/2
feet in diameter. At the present there are two batteries of stampers containing each four heads, The proprietors
contemplate erecting another battery should the enterprise prove successful. Atramway leads from the shaft’s

mouth to the mill whence the quartzis conveyed on trucks. Some fourteen hands are employed in the works. ©

1869 A heap of mullock and quartzwas retreated by Hutchinson and Chatsworthy in 1869, 7

Sept 1876: A small co-operative company has been formed to work the Windmill Reef, and operations are to
be commenced at once. 8

Dec 1876: Caledonia Reef, Windmill Hill - Calder and Co. have sunk their shaRt 66 feet during the quarter,
making atotal of 174 feet. They have opened out for the reef, and are sinking awell,?

Sept 18791 Windmill Hill Reef - a party of Beechworthmen have taken up a large area of ground on this line of
reef with the intention of floating a company, which will prove a payable venture if properly worked, judging




Windmill Reef mine

from the quantity of gold reported to have been obtained from the surfaceto the water level, of which point it
was abandoned soms years since in consequence of the want of efficient machinery to keep down the water,

and the high prices charged for carting and crushing stone. 10

Dec 1882: The Windmill Company have crushed 350 tons of quartztaken from 100 and 140 foot level, wheih
averaged 8dwt per ton - also sinking a new main shaft, which is now down 35 feet, and is situate 40 feet south

of the old shaf. 11

March 1883: have sunk their main shaft to a depth of 170 feet, crushed 600 tons/180oz gold - prospects
12

improving.
July 1897: The prospectus of the Windmill G. M. Co. has been issued to the public. The company is being
formed to work the Windmil Reef. 13

Sept 1897 Directors sent a gentleman to Ballarat and Melbourne to inspect the necessary machinery. 14

QOct 1897: poppet-legs have been erected and a suitable plant, consisting of steam winch, steel boiler ete. and
will be delivered to the mine next week. 1

Nov 1897: erection of the machinery and engine house completed. Water from dam to boiler connected.
Commenced bailing, 16

March 1898: It is probable a small crushing will be out this week, and the stuff will be crushed at
Maryborough, It will be a great advantage to this mine to have facilities for crushing at hand when the

Consolation plant is erected.!”

April 1898: new main shafl - Laid mullock roadand levelled plat. Steam winch removed and reset. Poppet legs
taken from late winding shaft and ready for re-erection, 18

May 1898: purchased from messrs Cameron and Sutherland of Ballarat, the crushing plant of New Garden Reef
Co. Moonambel, consisting ofa 12 head battery, 16 in cylinder engine, large boilers (capable of steaming
for crushing and pumping plant) ripple tables, copper plates and all necessary accessories for a4 crushing
plant, including, Berdan pan, amalgamating barrel and housing over engine and battery house, two safety

cages and hooks. L9

Sept 1898: Contractors making good progress with erection of machinery, poppet legs erected and will be
completed when the pit head pulleys are obtained. Bob pit sunk full depth. Building in of beilers will be

completed this week. Supply dam for battery nearly completed. 20

Oct 1898: All brickwork in connection with crushing and pumping plants completed and iron stack erected.
Housing over boilers and stokehole nearby nearly completed. Good progress being made with the battery and

Y
engine. <

24/1/1899: Quartzroad and hopper nearly completed. 22
May 1899: work suspended. 23

May 1900: The water is out, drives being cleaned and rails laid. Expect to get men below next week. 24

June 1900: Mother of Gold Consolidated Mines - Windmill Hill. Have driven through a horse of mullock; just
picked up quartzagain. Contractor for the erection of a new ten head battery has made a start to dismantle the

old battery. 25

Sept 1900: Newbattery completed; one Wilfley table in position. Fixing horses to carry intermediate shaft
for driving Wilfley tables. 28

DESCRIFTION OF PHYSICAL REMAINS.

Multi-phased site:

1859: Unsuccessful attempt to drive a crushing battery with an 80ft windmill.

1863: Eaterprise Mining Co. - 8-head battery

1869: Mullock and quartzretreated by Hutchinson & Chatsworthy

1876: Small co-operative party working the reef

1879: Windmill Co. working the reef

1897 Windmill G. M. Co - installation of new machinery for pumping, winding and crushing. Mention of

brickwork in connection with crushing and pumping plant; erection of iron stack.




Windmill Reef mine

1900: Mother of Gold Consolidated Mines - replacement of old battery with new 10 head battery
Difficult site to interpret, given the recent demolition. The brickwork would certainly date to late 1890s when
the Windmill G.M. Co installed new plant. Thestone footings presumably date to an earlier phase,

Mine site

Remains are to the right of the bush track and cover an area approx 20m square. The site consists of battery
footings {timber bearers embeddedhorizontally in the ground, plus 8 iron bolts, the tops of most of which have
been oxy-ed off). Thetimber bearers (3 visible, possibily & fourth) are in poor condition (rotted) - would have
measuredapprox 60cm squareand 2.7m long.

Immediately to the north of the battery are the bulldozed and broken-up remains of substantial brick
foundations. Bricks arered, hand-made, and have large fragments of quarizin their composition. Some bricks
have no frogs; others have a single deep, rectangular frog. The bricks are set in a thick, sandy mortar. The
foundations would have measured 1.6m (5-1/2ft) x 4.3m (14ft). What appears to be the top face of the
foundations has slots for timber (4" x 2"); the timber is no longer present. The foundations arebroken into five
main pieces, and the debris covers an area of approximately 6 x 4m,

Immediately S of the foundations, and W of the battery are two conjoined, rough-cut excavations, approx.
3.5m squareand 1.2m deep, A connecting gap has been cut through the baulk between the two excavations, At
the base of the gap arethe remnants of stone and mortar footings,

Immediately to the north are scanty remains of rough stone and moertar footings, at ground level and now
almost obliterated by built-up seil and debris. 3m further north is the outline of a stone wall, running BE-W,
possibily a rearwall.

Sm NWof the brick foundations are the remains of & stone building, The remains and stone wall are visibly
raised at ground level. The structure would have measuredapproximately 10 x 6.5m. The building stone was set
in & sandy mortar,

20m SW of the brick foundations is a large dam (empty); 16m to the W is another dry dam. Between this
second darm and the two excavations is a spread of battery sand.

Thetailing heap for the workings lies to the Eof the crushing works (on the left side of the track) and appear
to have largely been removed. '

PHOTOS: Photo 1: Facing N - battery footings and brick foundations.
Photo 2: Facing S - brick foundations.
Photo 3: Facing NW-stone footings of stone building that lies to the NWof the
brick foundations,
Photo 4: Facing NE- overview of site, showing excavations, battery and brick
foundations.
Photo 5: Facing W - conjoined excavations

AGE/DATING PHASE: Multi-phased site: 1859 -¢.1900
INTEGRITY/CONDITION:  Integrity of the site is poor. Apart from remains of plant , little survives of the

rest of the mine’s workings. Timber bearers of the battery are fairly rotten. Brick
foundations broken into several pieces. Stone walls protected by build-up of soil

and debris.
ARTEFACTS: None
THREATS: Theared is currently undera mining lease. Recent prospecting and costeaning s

evident. The recent demolition of the brick foundation (suggested by the
unweathered nature of breaks in the brickwork) might be contemporary with
current prospecting work.

CULTURAL SIGNIFICANCE.

Apart from some machinery footings, which appear to mainly dateto the turn of the century, litile survives on
the site. Thecontext of the mine site - including its workings and plant - has been reducedto such an extent that
the site holds Httle significance.

Significance  ranking:  None

CONSERVATION POLICY:
None required

RECOMMENDATIONS FOR IMPLEMENTATION:
No action required

Assessor; David Bannear Date; May 1991
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Clover Gully puddler

SITE NO. & NAME: 003 CLOVERS GULLY PUDDLER
LOCATION: Clovers Gully
DIRECTIONS. Take track leading to Clovers Gully, left off Cockateo Track, which, in turn, is

left from the Dunolly-Timor Road. Approx. 250m altong the Clovers Gully Track,
a rough track branches off to the right. Theraised puddlersite is on the immediate
south edgeof the fork.

MAP/GRID REFERENCE:  Dunolly South 1:25000 -432.131

PARCEL NUMBER. P122048
MUNICIPALITY: Shire of Bet Bet
LAND STATUS. State Forest

EXISTING HERITAGE CLASSIFICATION:  None

PRESENT MANAGEMENT/USE.: LCC-NCE20

HISTORY:

1862: In September 1862 Clovers Gully was opened by Robert Clover, and there were rushes to the smaller
gullies nearby - Spencer’s, Hampshire and Middleton’s, Very large nuggets were found at Clover’s Gully. 1

Oct 1862: Discavered by Robert Clover and party in October 1862, This was the largest rush in the area with
500 miners. Clovers Gully was known both for its quantity of nuggets and the long period over which it was
producing dueto many areas being initially overlooked, In November 1862 a nugget of 444 oz was reported

by the Dunolly Express but never confirmed, 2

8 November 1862; Clovers Gully & Fighting Flat - Nuggets arestill being obtained almost ad libitum. 3

19 November 1862: Clover’s Gully is still progressing favorably. Duringthe past week several nuggets have
been obtained, one by Burgess and party, of ever a pound weight, and several others by different parties,
weighing from three to six ounces. Wehear of one claim as having already yielded upwards of £400 worth of
gold. This from four feet sinking is not bad, and reminds one of the good old times... Quite an impetus to

prospecting on the flat has resulted from these lucky finds. 4

DESCRIPTION OF PHYSICAL REMAINS.

In 1862, Clovers Gully gained a reputation as a nugget-bearer. This reputation has resulted in  constant
reworking, which continues today. Historical records show that 2 puddlers wereerected in Clovers Gully in 1869
(See Appendix G). However the intactness, and non-weathered, non-vegetated appearance of the puddling
machine site recordedabove suggests that it probably dates to the 20th century. It may well be an old puddling
site, but a reconstructed puddler,

Puddler
Puddling bowl is 6.5m (20t} in diameter, 70cm decp at the edges. The bowl is set in 4m (13f1) from the outer
edge of its surrounding mound. This mound, raised around im above ground level, is constructed of clay and
gravel, On the N side of the bowl, an outlet channel, 1 ft (30em) wide cuts through the mound. There is no
evidence of an inlet to the bowl, suggesting that water was pumped in from the dam that abutts the southern =ide
of the puddler. The relatively sheer and clean-cut sides of the bowl and outlet suggests that this site is of fairly
recent date. The central post is missing.

The integrity of the alluvial workings in Clovers Gully have been severcly diminished by modemn bulldozing
and detecting opertaions

PHOTOS: Photo 1: Facing NW- general photo of mound surrounding puddler,
Photo 2: Facing N - puddiing bowl and autlet

CONDITIONINTEGRITY:  Puddler- good; alluvial workings in gully - poor

ARTEFACTS: None associated with the puddler.

THREATS: The mound surrounding the puddling bowl] has been constructed of what looks like
washdirt. Inexperienced prospectors have excavated into the mound, accelerating
erosion. An access track to the mining lease on which the puddleris situated, cuts
sharply along the site’s Nedge.
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Clover Gully puddler

CULTURAL SIGNIFICANCE.:

Thesite has:
Scientific significance because of its:
a) intactness
b) historical representativeness - ability to clearly illustrate this type of mining technology.
c) ability to answer specific archaeological research questions: its obvious recent construction, and
unweathered appearance, acts as a dating yardstick. More weathered examples being older, mid to
late 19th century survivors.

Significance  ranking: Regional

CONSERVATION POLICY:

The significance of the Clover's Gully puddleris attributable to its ability to illustrate the technology involved,
and its importance as a relative dating yardstick. Any conservation work carried out should not interfere with
the site's ability to carry out this role,

RECOMMENDATIONS FOR IMPLEMENTATION:

The site should be protected and monitored. The fact that it still survives suggests that the local community
respects its significance. It should only be fenced off if this situation changes.

Assessor; David Bannear Date: May 1991

1 Flett, 1979, p.277

2 Tuily, 1988, p.22

3 Dunolty and Burnt Creek Express ,8,11.,1862,p. 2
4 Dunollty and Burnt Creek Express , 22.11.,1862,p. 2



Yorkshire mine

SITE NO, & NAME; 004 YORKSHIRE MINE
LOCATION: Watts Reef
DIRECTIONS: 2km N of Tarnagulla.

MAP/GRID REFERENCE:  Inglewood South 1:25000 - 530. 295

PARCEI NUMBER: P124285
MUNICIPALITY. Shire of Bet Bet
LAND STATUS: Flora Reserve

EXISTING HERITAGE CLASSIFICATION:  McConville 1987 ; LCCStudy

PRESENT MANA GEMENT/USE.: LCC- NCH14 Some signposting in order to protect the mine’s
tailing dumps which have now become a bird nesting area - white-
back swallow, rainbow bee eaters and spotted pardolates.

HISTORY:

June 1859: Walts Reef [Sandy Creek]- 1 claims, 40yds aggregate length, yielding 2 1/2 ozfton. 1

June [868: ThePerseverance Co. are raising stone from the water shaft - reef 4 feet thick and expected to yield
from [ to 1-1/2 oz perton. Excelsior Co., next south, aretaking out stone. 2

March 1870: Excelsior Company have crushed 351 tons of stone for 52 oz 7 dwts...
Perseverance Co. have sunk their shaft during the quarter27 feet; it is now 180 feet deep. They are at present

engaged bailing water.>

Dec 1871: Excelsior Company have incressed the capital, 1o raise funds for working Perseverance Company

have let their mine on tribute, and work will soon be commenced. Phoenix Company have let the mine on

tribute. 4

March 1872: The Excelsior Company are about to erect machinery. Perseverance Co. have let their mine on
tribute.

1878-1908: Thecompany that worked the Yorkshire Reef ... moved their operations to Watts Reef, retaining
the original name. They worked from 1878 to 1908 with an average of 5 dwt/ton. The main shaft, 1150 f (350

m) is the deepest in the district, The dam, battery foundations and tailing heap arestill visible, ©

1878 Watts reef was brought by the Yorkshire Co and it was re-opened in 1878. This mine was in operation for
many, with brief periods of inaction, until it finally closed in 1908, The shaft was sunk to 1,150 feet, the
deepest Tarnagulla shaft, and at this depth the reefwas said to be carrying a good showing of gold. The mine was
for some years underthe management of MrW. Laidlaw, with Mr. Jas Patterson as undergroundmanger.

March 1878: A Company is also being formed, and a large number of shares are taken up, to work Robinson’s
lease, on Watt's line of reef,8

Sept 1878: Yorkshire Co., Watt's Reef, areerecting a pumping and winding plant, which they will have finished
in about 6 weeks.?

June 1879: Thebatteries of the company arenow in full operation, and the first cleaning off will take place next
week, Thereareabout 700 tons of quartzbroken out and on grass, and it is expected that the machine will be
kept fully employed, Thereefis from 9 feet to 12 feet in width., Gold is seen in the stone, which looks well.
The pumping and winding machinery is in good order,

North Yorkshire Co. - This company has been formed to work the ground north of the Yorkshire Company. A
large number of shares have been applied for, and it is intended very shortly to commence operations at the
mine. 10

Sept 1879: The Yorkshire Company has been engaged raising and crushing stone. Thelode is about 8 feet wide,
and has proved payable; adividend of 6d. per 24,000th share has been declared. Two new companies are being
floated to work ground held under lease both north and south of the Yorkshire Co. holding, and have started

sinking shafls. 1

10




Yorkshire mine

March 1880: Yorkshire Co. - ...sinking the shaft deeper, present depth 275 feet, and the mine is reported to be
looking better than of late. 12

Sept 1880: Yorkshire Co. - the mine looks well. Theshaft is being sunk: total depth is now 295 feet,
North Yorkshire Co. - are crosscutting for reef.
South Yorkshire Co., - Now51 feet from shaft. Thecountry is soft slate. 13

Dec 1880: North Yorkshire Co. - sunk their shaft 178 feet and put & crosscut of 150 feet,
South Yorkshire Co. - sinking their main shaft 127 feet. Thereef, carrying a little gold, was struck in a drive at

the 110 feet. 14

une 1881: Yorkshire Co. - crushed 878 tons for 331 oz, taken from 240 to 310 feet deep; also sinking their main
shaft deeper,the present depth being 320 feet. 15

Dec 1881: Yorkshire Co. - sinking and cross-cutting - depth of shaft 394 feet, 2195 tons crushed during the
guarter yielded 892 0z.16

June 1882: Yorkshire Co, - Stone is being broken out from between the 200 and 330 foot levels. 17

Sept 1882: Yorkshire Co. - Thecompany have crushed 1,870 tons for a yield of 440 oz. 18

March 1883: Crushed2,051 tons for a yield of 1,112 oz, which is a great improvement. The reef still continues
good, the company paid a dividend. 19

Dec 1883: Yorkshire Co. have sunk their main shaft to a depth of 505 feet. 20

June 1884: In the northern part of the Yorkshire lease a new shoot of gold has been discovered, with every
appearance of being payable. Thereefis 5 feet wide.21

June 1885: Yorkshire Co.’s prospects have materially improved during the past quarter, enabling them to pay a
dividend. 1614 tons yielded 968 oz of smelted gold, 22

March 1886: Yorkshire Company - 870 tons yielded 195 ozs gold.23
June 1888: Obtained some rich specimens of gold in the centre of the reef, at the 500 ft level. 24

Sept 1889: Driving a cross-cut at the 570-ft level. 25

26 April 1898: The Yorkshire Gold Mining Co, is still pushing on levels both south and north at the 700 R
level, 26

1904: Atthe New Yorkshire Mine, Tarnagulla, active work has been carried out during the past year. The plant
at the Old Yorkshire mine has been overhauled and renovated, and a new up-to-date crushing battery of 20 heads
of stampers erected and at work. Its milling

capacity is proved to be about 100 tons per 24 hours.

The old workings have been cleaned out and repaired, and a good deal of prospecting has been done. Sinking the
main shaft, which is now about 780 feet in depth, is about to be recommenced. The stone milled aggregated

4,695 1ons for 490-1/2 oz. Thenumber of men employed is 45.27

1907: Alarge amount of work sinking and driving has been done by the New Yorkshire Company, but nothing
payable has been met with, consequently the company closed down towards the end of the year.28

DESCRIPTION OF PHYSICAL REMAINS.

Multi-phased site:

1859 One claim working on the reef.

1868 Perseverance Co.

1870 Excelsior Co.

1878(79 Yorkshire Co. - erection of pumping, winding and crushing plant.

1904 New Yorkshire Co. - old plant overhauled; new 20-head battery installed.

Surviving remains date to the mine's operation by the Yorkshire Company and the New Yorkshire Company
(1878-¢.1904)

Mine and baltery site

11



Yorkshire mine

The site contains substantial brick engine foundations which stand to the height of 2m. The red bricks used in
the construction of the foundations appear to be machine-made. The main shaft lies several metres to the NW
and appears lo have been used as a rubbish dump. Between the shaft and the engine runs an excavation
containing a set of parallel brick footings, presumably for the pumping and/or winding gear which was driven
by the engine.

10m W of the brick foundations and shaft is a levelled excavation (12 x 5m) which may have been the site of
the boiler shed. Thereis no evidence of any footings, but there are a considerable number of firebricks in the
debris that covers this area. The whitc firebricks have a single wide, rectangular frog with the inseription,
SANDHURST. There are also several fragments of thick cast iron and firebars, presumably remnants of the
scrapping of the boilers.

20m NWof the main shaft is the crushing works’ engine house. All that survives here are several concrete
mounting blocks (with iron bolts) standing in a level, excavated area measuring 5 x 7.5m.

Abutting the engine house areconerete foundations (limber footings removed) of what appears to have been a
twenty-head battery.

On the west side of the battery, and running parallel to it, area line of slots (cut into conerele footings) which
probably once supported the framing for the front of the battery shed.

PHOTOS: Photo 1: Facing § - brick engine foundations
Photo 2: Facing E- concrete engine foundations, crushing works
Photo 3: Facing NE- battery foundations and engine mounting blocks in the
background
Photo 4: Facing NE- possible site of boiler house
Photo 5: Facing S - engine mounting blocks and battery foundations
Photo 6: Facing N~ main shaft and brick footings for pumps and/or winding gear

CONDITIONINTEGRITY : Apart from some damageto the brick engine foundations, andthe concrete of
mounting blocks in the crushing works being quite soft, the site is in a
reasonable condition and, archaeologically, reasonably intact.

ARTEFACTS None visible

THREATS: Probably the greatest threat to the site is that removal of tailings and other
earthworks, such as new roads, and the dumping of rubbish, has effectively
obscured the site's integrity. Because, as a result, the site’s histarie nature and
intactness is less obvious, continuing degredation has occurred.

CULTURAL SIGNIFICANCE:

Thesite has:
©Historical significance becauseit:

a) wasa success 45 a mine in terms of production levels

b) represents a sequence of uses or functions over time

¢) is the site of the Division’s deepest shaft

Scientific significance because it:

a) represents an important mining technology

b) has the ability to illustrate the layout of pumping, winding and crushing machinery which was

requiredto operate a large mine.
Social significance because it is locally advertised as being of interest to visitors.

Significance  ranking:  Regional

CONSERVATION POLICY:

The site is considered significant because of its intactness and ability to demonstrate the above-ground
technology requiredto collect and process gold-bearing rock. Conservation work should be directed towards
removing obstructions and providing visitor interpretation, which would bring to light the site’s somewhat
hidden integrity.

RECOMMENDATIONS FOR IMPLEMENTATION:

Site is to be protected.

Assessor:  David Bannear Date: May 1991
1 Mining Surveyors’ Reports, June 1858, p15

2 Mining Surveyors’ Reports, June 1868

3 Mining Surveyors’ Reports, March 1870

4 Mining Surveyors’ Reports, December 1871
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Yorkshire mine

5 Mining Surveyors’ Reports, March 1872

B Tully 1988, pp48-50

7 Clarke 1985, p4

8 Mining Surveyors’ Reports, March 1878

9 Mining Surveyors’ Reports, September 1878

10 Mining Surveyors’ Reports, June 1879

1M Mining Surveyors’' Reports, September 1879

12 Mining Surveyors' Reports, March 1880

13 Mining Surveyors’ Reports, September 1880

14 Mining Surveyors’ Reports, Decembar 1880

15 Mining Surveyors' Reports, Junae 1881

16 Mining Surveyors’ Reports, December 1881

17 Mining Surveyors’ Reports, June 1882

18 Mining Surveyors’ Reports, September 1882

19 Mining Surveyors’ Reports, March 1883

20 Mining Surveyors’ Reports, December 1883

21 Mining Surveyors' Reports, June 1884

b= 22 Mining Surveyors’ Reports, June 1885

23 Mining Surveyors” Reports, March 1886

. 24 Mining Surveyors’ Reports, June 1888

| 25 Mining Surveyors’ Reports, September 18889

i 26 Dunolly and Bet Bat Shire Express , 26.4,1898
27 Mining Surveyors’ Reports, 1904

N 28 Mining Surveyors’ Reports, 1907
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Burnt Treepuddler & dam

SITE NO. & NAME: 005 BURNT TREE PUDDLER & DAM

LOCATION: Burnt Tree Gully, Cay’s Diggings

DIRECTIONS: . 200m south from the junction of Hill and Dale Road and Burnt 'Tree Gully Track.
On the west side of the track, on the bank of a dam. Situated at the head of Bumnt
TreeGully. :

MAP/GRID REFERENCE:  Laanecoorie North 1:25000 - 556.226

PARCEL NUMBER. P124612
MUNICIPALITY: Shire of Bet Bet
LAND STATUS.: State Forest

EXISTING HERITAGE CLASSIFICATION:  None

PRESENT MANAGEMENT/USE: LCC-NCE21

HISTORY:

1858: Gold was discovered near Janevale P.R. on the Loddon in 1858, at what became known as Kayes
Diggings, and between Kaye's and Sandy Creek there werea series of discoveries in 1859, German Gully was
opened by a German, and a digger named McMillan prospected Mather Chisholm's Gully. Cumberland Gully
was also opened at this time, and Corfu Reef, named after Spero Corfu, a Greek. Italian Gully, opened in 1856,

was also rushedat this time and workedto Llanelily, and the third HardHill was worked. !

1850s/60s: This area was rushed from 1857 to about 1860 and comprised three main leads, Cumberland,
British and Woolshed, A small town was established near the Cumberland Lead called Cays, This was after
Robert Cay, awner of the Loddon Station which covered this area. It was sometimes referredto as Kaye's in
the early newspapers. Turnbull and Thompson whe had a store at Jones Creek moved to this rush where
nuggets of 37 and 58 oz. were found ... Nine puddlers were working near here in 1859, The American Reef,
discovered soon after the first rush to the area, produced 2025 oz in the first nine months of operation. This

was from 1500 tons in five separate claims along 120 yards of the reef. >

Sept 1859: Therearenot above 150 employed in alluvial mining. The rush to Hard Hills, near Sandy Creek,
has taken many of them away.3

27 Sept 1862: While the rush to the Malakoff is taking off agreat number of our floating population, Bumt
Creek, especially, suffering severely, a rushto Cays on the Loddon, is attracting some attention, We have long
known thal several miners have been quietly and profitably pusuing the even tenor of their avocations on that
goldfield. For instance, two parties of miners puddled out a small blind guly, one of them getting some 260
loads of dirt that averaged over hald an ounce to the lead, and the other is reported to have done still better. But
Cay’s is by no means confined to its alluvial workings. Some of the most splendid reefs in the district have
been discovered in that neighbourhood and we never could never understand why a place which gave such
promise for the futureshould have been so deserted ... The prospectors on the ground at present rushed obtained
payable gold at a depth of 33 ft and several holes are going down. There are some hundreds of diggers on the

ground yesterday, but its capabilities arenot yet ascertained. 4

DESCRIPTION OF PHYSICAL REMAINS:

Historical records show that a puddler was erected in Burnt Tree Gully, below Kangaroo Reef, in 1869. The
weathered appearance of the puddling machine suggests it was in use during the 19th century and may well be
the one refferedto in the records.

Puddler

Puddleris sitvated on the northern end of the dam’s earthern embankment. It has a diameter of 6.5m (228). The
central post and inner mound are still standing, and the puddling trench and outlet trench are still discernible.
Thereis no evidence of an inlet channel,

PHOTOS. Photo 1: showing puddler.

ARTEFACTS: None

INTEGRITY/CONDITION:  The very erodednature of the bowl and outlet suggests that this site is of 19th-
century date,
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Burnt Treepuddier & dam

THREATS: Humanvisitation: prospecting activity,
Natural processes: erosion

CULTURAL SIGNIFICANCE:

The site has:
- Historical significance because it is part of a group or network of sites, including Cays Diggings and

Kangaroo Reefworkings.

Scientific significance becauseof its ability to answer specific archaeological research questions: its
weathered appearance and the its apparent match with 1869 puddling machine location makes this
site a dating yardstick.

Significance  ranking:  Local

CONSERVATION POLICY:

None required

RECOMMENDATIONS FOR IMPLEMENTATION.

None

Assessor; David Bannear Date: May 1991

1 Flatt 1979, p273

2 Tully 1888, p42

3 Mining Surveyors' Quarterly Reports, September 1889
4 Dunolly & Burnt Craek Express 27 Sept 18862, p2
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Cumberland puddler & dam

SITE NO. & NAME;: 006 CUMBERLAND PUDDLER & DAM
LOCATION;: Cumberland Lead, Cay’s Diggings
DIRECTIONS: Head of Cumberland Lead. Approx. 2km along Hill and Dale Track from

Laanecoorie-Tamagulla main road. 120m south of the track, near the southern
extension of the mine workings on the Kangaroo line of reef. A track diverges
west, leading to the puddler,

MAP/GRID REFERENCE:  Laanecoorie North 1:25000 - 559.224

PARCEL NUMBER. P124612
MUNICIPALITY: Shire of Bet Bet
LAND STATUS: State Forest

EXISTING HERITAGE CLASSIFICATION:  None

PRESENT MANAGEMENT/USE.: LCC-NCE21

HISTORY:

1858: Gold was discovered near Janevale P.R. on the Loddon in 1858, at what became known as Kayes
Diggings, and between Kaye’s and Sandy Creek there werea series of discoveries in 1859, German Gully was
opened by a German, and a digger named McMillan prospected Mother Chisholm’s Gully. Cumberland Gully
was also opened at this time, and Corfu Reef, named after Spero Corfu, a Greek. Italian Gully, opened in 1856,

was also rushedat this time and workedto Llanelly, and the third HardHill was worked.!

1850s/60s: This area was rushed from 1857 to about 1860 and comprised three main leads, Cumberland,
British and Woolshed. A small town was established near the Cumberland Lead ealled Cays. This was after
Robert Cay, owner of the Loddon Station which covered this area. It was sometimes referredto as Kaye's in
the early newspapers. Turnbull and Thompson who had a store at Jones Creek moved to this rush where
nuggets of 37 and 58 oz. were found ... Nine puddlers were working near here in 1859. The American Reef,
discovered soon after the first rush to the area, produced 2025 oz in the first nine months of operation. This
was from 1500 tons in five separate claims along 120 yards of the reef,

Sept 1859: Thereare not above 150 employed in alluvial mining. The rush to Hard Hills, near Sandy Creek,
has taken many of them away.2

27 Sept 1862: While the rush to the Malakolf is taking off agreat number of our floating population, Bumt
Creek, especially, suffering severely, a rushto Cays on the Loddon, is attracting some attention. We have long
known that several miners have been quietly and profitably pusuing the even tenor of their avocations on that
goldfield. For instance, two parties of miners puddled out a small blind guly, one of them getting some 260
loads of dirt that averaged over hald an ocunce to the load, and the other is reported to have done still better. But
Cay’s is by no means confined to its alluvial workings. Some of the most splendid reefs in the district have
been discovered in that neighbourhood and we never could never understand why a place which gave such
promise for the futureshould have been so deserted ... The prospectors on the ground at present rushed obtained
payable gold ata depth of 33 ft and several holes are going down. There are some hundreds of diggers on the

ground yesterday, but its capabilities arenot yet ascertained, 3

DESCRIPTION OF PHYSICAL REMAINS:

Cay’s Diggings opened up in 1858, and have seen constant re-workings. The historical record shows that there
were 9 puddlers operating at Cay's Diggings in 1859, The intactness and non-weathered, non-vegetated
appearance of the puddling machine site suggests that it probably dates to the 20th century. It may well be that
this is an old re-usedpuddling sites.

Puddler

Puddling bowl is 6.5m (22t} in diameter, and 70cm deep at the edges. Thebowl is set in approx. 4-5m from the
outer edgeof its surrounding mound. This outer mound, raised around 1.5m above ground level, is constructed of
fresh-looking clay and washed gravel. Thetotal area covered by the puddler and discarded washings is approx.
25m square. On the W side of the bowl, an outlet channel cuts through the mound. Thereis no evidence of an
inlet to the bowl, suggesting that water was pumped in from the dam that abutts the eastern side of the puddler,
The puddling trench is 1.4m wide. The central post is present, standing to a height of 70cm, 9 inches in
diameter. The puddlerhas two loading ramps

PHOTOS: Photo 1: showing puddler
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Cumberland puddier & dam

ARTEFACTS: Neone

INTEGRITY/CONDITION:  Therelatively sheer and clean-cut sides of the bowl] and outlet suggests that this
site is of fairly recent date.

THREATS: Prospecting activity and erosion

CULTURAL SIGNIFICANCE:

The site has:
Scientific significance because of its:
a} intactness
b) historical representativeness - ability to clearly illustrate this type of mining technology.
¢) ability to answer specific archaeological research questions: its obvious recent construction, and
unweathered appearance, acts as a dating yardstick. More weathered examples being older, mid to
late 19th century survivors,

Significance  ranking:  Regional

CONSERVATION POLICY:

The significance of the puddlercomes from its ability to ilustrate the technology involved, and its importance
as a relative dating yardstick. Any conservation work carried out should not interfere with the site's ability to
carry out this role, unless as a last resort.

RECOMMENDATIONS FOR IMPLEMENTATION:

The site should be protected. The fact that it still survives suggest that the local community respects its
significance, It should only be fenced off if this situation changes.

Assessor:  David Bannear Date: May 1991

-

Flett 1979, p273
2 Mining Surveyors’ Quarterly Reports, September 1859
Dunolly & Burnt Creek Express 27 Sept 1862, p2
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Cumberland alluvial diggings

SITE NO. & NAME: 007 CUMBERLAND ALLUVIAL DIGGINGS

LOCATION: Cumberland ILead, Cay’s Diggings

DIRECTIONS: Cays Diggings on Cumberland Lead. North of main Laanecoorie-Tarnagulla road,
between Hill and Dale Road and Burnt TreeGully Track.,

MAP/GRID REFERENCE:;  Laanecoorie North 1:25000 - centre of diggings approx. 564.212

FPARCEL NUMBER: Pi24612
MUNICIPALITY: Shire of Bet Bet
LAND STATUS: State Forest

EXISTING HERITAGE CLASSIFICATION:  None

PRESENT MANAGEMENT/USE: LCC- NCE2t

HISTORY:

1858: Gold was discovered near Janevale P.R. on the Loddon in 1858, at what became known as Kayes
Diggings, and between Kaye's and Sandy Creek there werea series of discoveries in 1859, German Gully was
opened by a German, and a digger named McMillan prospected Mother Chisholm’s Gully. Cumberland Gully
was also opened at this time, and Corfu Reef, named after Spero Corfu, a Greek, Italiant Gully, opened in 1856,

was also rushedat this time and worked to Llanelly, and the third HardHill was worked. 1

1850s/60s: This area was rushed from 1857 to about 1860 and comprised three main leads, Cumberland,
British and Woolshed. A small town was established near the Cumberland Lead catled Cays. This was after
Robert Cay, owner of the Loddon Station which covered this area. It was sometimes referredto as Kaye's in
the early newspapers. Turnbull and Thompson who had a store at Jones Creek moved to this tush where
nuggets of 37 and 538 oz. were found ... Nine puddlers were working near here in 1859, The American Reef,
discovered soon after the first rush to the area, produced 2025 oz in the first nine months of operation. This

was from 1500 tons in five separate claims along 120 yards of the reef, 2

Sept 1839: Therearenot above 150 employed in alluvial mining. The rush to Hard Hills, near Sandy Creek,
has taken many of them away.3

27 Sept 1862: While the rush to the Malakoff is taking off agreat number of our floating population, Burnt
Creek, especially, suffering severely, arushto Cays on the Loddon, is attracting some attention. We have long
known that several miners have been quietly and profitably pusuing the even tenor of their avocations on that
goldfield. For instance, two parties of miners puddled out a small blind guly, one of them getting some 260
loads of dirt that averaged over hald an ounce to the load, and the other is reperted to have done still better. Bug
Cay’s is by no means confined to its alluvial workings. Some of the most splendid reefs in the district have
been discovered in that neighbourhood and we never could never understand why a place which gave such
promise for the futureshould have been so deserted ... The prospectors on the ground at present rushed obtained
payable gold at a depth of 33 ft and several holes are going down. There are some hundreds of diggers on the

ground yesterday, but its capabilities arenot yet ascertained, 4

DESCRIPTION OF PHYSICAL REMAINS.

These diggings, first opened in 1858, reflect a series of workings and re-workings, the later (1930s
‘sustenance’ mining and recent bulldozing and metal detecting) being the most prominent features,

Alluvial workings
Curving band of sinkings and mullock heaps following the lead. Towardsthe main road the sinkings became

more widely spaced and are associated with remains dating from the 20th century and, probably, the 1930s
Depression, The structural remains consist mainly of small mounds of stone and brick, probably the remains of
fireplaces once associated with canvas tents or other temporary structures. These mounds are sometimes
associated with brick floors. There is also evidence of mud brick structures, as well as several dumps of rusty
tins, ete. scattered through the bush.

PHOTOS. Photo 1: showing fireplace, still standing to a height of 80c¢m.
ARTEFACTS. The majority of artefact are rusted food and tobacco tins. Therearealso a

considerable number of billies, an eccasional broken beer bottle or fragment of
crockery, hobnail boots and camp ovens,
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Cumberland alluvial diggings

INTEGRITY/CONDITION:  Barly diggings appear to be confined to a pronouned band. Diggings associated
with 1930s Sustenance camp appear to be more dispersed. Vegetation cover is
light so diggings are fairly visible. Holes vary from being pronounced to quite
weathered,

THREATS:

CULTURAL SIGNIFICANCE:

The site has:
*  Historical significance becauseit:
a) represents a sequence of uses or function over time
b) is associated with an important event: the Great Depression (site of an early1930s Sustenance
camp)

Scientific significance becauseithas the ability of the site to answer specific archaeological research
questions. The remains of the Sustenance camp help to document the nature and distnibution of this
type of site and thus hold significance for futureresearch,

Significance  ranking:  Regional

CONSERVATION POLICY:

The diggings’ importance stems from their representativeness of traditional afluvial mining, and from their role
as an effective markerof the Division's eastern alluvial boundary. No future work should adversely affect these
diggings' interpretive abilities.

RECOMMENDATIONS FOR IMFLEMENTATION:

Site is to be protected

Assessor:  David Bannear Date: May 1991

1 Flatt 1979, p273

2 Tully 1988, p42

3 Mining Surveyors’ Quarterly Reports, Septembsr 18858
4 Dunolly & Burnt Creek Express 27 Sept 1862, p2
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Bealiba Forest timber camp 1

SITE NO. & NAME: 008 BEALIBA FOREST TIMBER CAMP

t
LOCATION: Bealiba Forest Block i
DIRECTIONS:

MAP/GRID REFERENCE:  Dunclly North 1:25000 - 333.276 J

PARCEL NUMBER: P120.286 _
MUNICIPALITY; Shire of Bet Bet -’;: i
LAND STATUS: State Forest

EXISTING HERITAGE CLASSIFICATION:  None i

PRESENTMANAGEMENT/USE: LCC-NCE12

HISTORY: i

None collected

DESCRIPTION OF PHYSICAL REMAINS: J .

This sile consists of nine distinet stone fireplaces in an area measuring approximately 50 x 25m, The most

intact fireplace stands to a height of 70cm and measures 1.2 x 1.8m, with 30cm thick walls. Some artefacts are ]
evident, mainly rusty tins, All the hearths appear to facesouth. A logging road has been cut through olose to

the fireplaces, Rubbish associated with the stone fireplaces suggest that this wasa 1930s timber camp,

PHOTOS: Photo 1: General view of camp
Photo 2: Most intact stone fireplace
Photo 3: showing road and fireplaces

ARTEFACTS ! The rusty tins, mainly food and tobacco, and some benzene cans, date the site to
the 20th century

INTEGRITY/CONDITION:  Integrity is good, asthis site appears to have escaped the attentions of treasure ‘
hunters, i

THREATS: The logging roadruns very close to the site. An increase in the width of the road
would necessitate the removal of several of the fireplaces.

CULTURAL SIGNIFICANCE:

The site has:
* Historical significance becauseof ity considerable age {although the precise historical significance |-

of the site is not at present known), I

Scientific significance because of its ability to answer specific archaeclogical research questions. '

The remains of the Sustenance camp help to document the nature and distribution of this type of site

and thus hold significance for future research. !

v

Significance  ranking"  Local

CONSERVATION POLICY: '
None required :
RECOMMENDATIONS FOR IMPLEMENTATION:

None :
Assessor; David Bannear Date: May 1991 !
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Goldsborough Mine

SITE NO. & NAME: 009 GOLDSBOROUGH MINE
LOCATION: Bealiba/ Queen’s Birthday Reef, Dunolly
DIRECTIONS: Atthe junction of Red Gate Road and Cut Throat Lane, the muilock heap nearest

the junction's SE corner belongs to this mine.

MAP/GRID REFERENCE:  Dunclly North 1:25000 - 381.214

PARCEL NUMBER. P129.551
MUNICIPALITY: Shire of Bet Bet
LAND STATUS: Unreserved Crown Land (Proposed Goldsborough Historic Reserve)

EXISTING HERITAGE CLASSIFICATION:  MeConville (1978); LCCstudy

FPRESENT MANA GEMENT/USE: LCC-NCJ27

HISTORY.

The Bealiba Reef was first worked by King and party, but the quartzlede was lost, It was later discovered by
Baker and party while sinking a paddock for puddling clay. A joint company known as the Goldsborough

QuartzMining company, was formed. Twoengines and pumping and crushing machinery were installed on the

claim. 1

So great was the activity on this reef, generally known as the Queens Birthday Reef, that a book could be
devoted tothe activity surrounding it - which becamethe site for the fifth and last habitat ofthe Old Dunolly

peeple. 2

Dec 18536: Queens Birthday Reef was undoubtedly discovered by John Hunter Kerr in December 1856, at its
northern end in Inkerman. 3

June 1861: It is generally understood that the celebrated sea captain, Henry Bvans Baker, was the discoverer of
the Bealiba Reef, and this is true in as far as the actual effective discovery and opening up of the reef is
concerned, but the real discoverers weretwo diggers named King and Wooley, who in June 1861 worked on the

reefat the time when Baker was operating a puddlerto the east of the reef.4

1863-64: Captain Baker's discovery of the reef occurred whilst excavating earth for a puddling machine and
the site of the find today is nearly on the roadthat runs from Goldsborough Railway Station to the school - on
the south side. Theoriginal hele dug for the puddleris still there, and King’s shalt is some distance north of
this. The gold was struck about a foot from the surface on 29 December 1863, and Baker, who was in
partnership with Robert D. Dodd,took up a prospecting claim - which allowed them 150 feet along the reef. In
January 1864, they took William MecLeish and Samuel Crozier into the partnership and the four, holding
Miners Rights only, wereable to hold 360 feet of the reefunderSection 122 of the by-laws. In February, they
erected a 4-hp donkey engine on the site and the first crushing from the new reef in March 1864, yielded 770z
of gold. Atthis time, Pike and party had a claim on the area south of Baker's ground and had sunk to 35 feet
with poor resulis, and south of this Smith and party, who later became the nucleus of the Queens Birthday Co.,

also had a shaft in 1865,

1865: Baker's party soid & fifth share to William Hayes and a company was formed called the Goldsborough
Gold Mining Co. This reeffound on the surface dipped suddenly towards the south...towards Smith’s party. 6

1866: Goldsborough Co. erected first crushing machinery. By the end of 1866, they weredown 100 feet and a
total of 1744 ounces of gold had been mined.”

1867: The main reefin the lease was discovered in 1867 by a party of men who were making an excavation to
hold water for testing the surface deposits in the vicinity... a mine, the Goldsborough, opened up... Rich
quariz was obtained down to 300 feet, from which dividends of £20,000 were paid up to the time mining
operations were suspended.

Later, another company, the Queens Birthday Company, was formed to work the same reef on its southward
extension, This company sank two shafts, the main one being 1,147 feet, and the other 248 fect, south of the
0ld Goldsborough shaft. After obtaining 100,504 oz of gold downto a depth of about 600 feet, the mine was

abandoned until the present company [New Birthday Mine]...took a lease out on the ground.s

1867 Goldsborough Co.'s claim was jumped - at least six hearings before a non-suit was declared and
Goldsborough Co. lease was granted, The year 1867 also saw the richest days of the Goldsborough Co., e.g.
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Goldsborough Mine

on 14 February, 297 oz of gold were got from 85 tons of quarts, and in March 58 tons of stone yielded 530
ounces of gold. In March, Shares were worth £900 - in Apnl they had jumped to £1600.

Other companies by this time had opened up on the Birthday line. 9

1867 miners at the North Geldsborough Company, Bealiba Reef, struck gold at 100 feet wherethe reef ranged
from fourto five feet in thickness. 10

March 1867: the celebrated Goldsborough Reefis still continuing its extraordinary richness; this reef has
been traced about a half a mile southerly, and the stone obtained from some of the claims looks promising. 11

Dec 1867: The Goldsborough Company have 26 men employed and are working the mine at 3 levels, viz., 90,
106 and 135 feet, Theprospects continue good...a 35 horse-power engine is on the ground, for pumping and
winding purposes, and will shortly be erected. The Queen's Birthday Company, next south, have just finished
sinking a shaft, 220 feet deep. North Goldsborough Company are erecting machinery for pumping and
winding purposes... The next company north, is on freehold property, and is known as the Goldsborough

Freehold Company: they aresinking a shaft, and are now down 100 feet. 12

March 1868: The Goldsborough Company have just completed the erection of a 35 horse-power engine, for
pumping and winding purposes, and are now sinking a new shaft 10 feet by 4 feet in the clear, divided into

three compartments, it being their intention to work two cages. 13

June 1868: Goldsborough Co. have been sinking a new shaft to a depth of 180 feet... They have also
completed the crection of a 35 horse-power engine for pumping and winding purposes, and in the new shaft

have 10-inch lifts and plunger. 14

Sept 1868: The Goldsborough Company have sunk their new shaft to a depth of 185 feet... The Company
have now 3 engines erected, and making preparations to put up additional batteries for reducing stone; also a

tailing pump. They have 29 men employed, exclusive of contractors. 15

Dec 1868: Goldsborough Co. - Two additional batteries, containing twelve heavy stamper heads, are in the

course of erection. 16

1868: Goldsborough Co. - mine possessed a splendid new plant. From 1868 onwards the company’s dividends

weresmaller... 17

March 1871: The Goldsborough Company have not for some time past been working their mine, but intend
resuming operations shortly, with a full complement of men.

Queens Birthday Co., whose mine is next south, have a number of men employed breaking down quartz from
the 204-foot and 290-foot levels. 8

June 1871: Goldsborough Co. have had only three men at work. Queens Birthday Co. have crushed 1319 tons,
which yielded 2290z 9dwt.1?

Sept 1871: Goldsborough Co. resumedoperations... The Company has lately purchased the lease of the ground
adjoining the mine on the north side.
Queens Birthday Co. - The mine has improved very much durng the quarter...sinking the shaft
deeper...crushed243 tons for 1970z,
Goldsborough Extended Company - This Company, which has the lease south of the Queens Birthday Co.,
intends to recommence working operations... They have a good shaft down about 110 feet, and are going to

sink deeper.20

Dec 1871: Goldsborough Co. - The batteries have again been started... The shalt is now down 328 feet, the
sinking being hard and expensive... Mine force, 23 men and two blanket boys, exclusive of firewood and
timber contractors.

Queens Birthday Co. - crushed 1400 tons, yielded 447 oz... number of men employed, 38,
Goldsborough Bxtended Co. - have let a contract to sink another shaft (which is to be the main one), 100 feet
in depth, and the work is now proceeding, but they intend to sink the shaft at least to 200 feet before

stopping, and will then probably erect machinery; their ground adjoins that of the Queens Birthday Co.21

Dec 1873: The Goldsborough Co. have discontinued crosscutting at the 380-foot level, not having met with
any stone of a payable nature.
Queens Birthday Co. are putting in a crosscut for the main reef at a depth of 400 feet, 22

March 1874: Thereefs in the Bealiba portion of the division arenearly all lying idle at present, and there are
no crushings to note therefrom. 23
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Goldsborough Mine

June 1874: The Goldsborough Co. are sinking the shaft deeper, the present depth being 419 feet.
Queens Birthday Co, are crosscutting for the reefat a depth of 405 fect, 24

Dec 1874: Most of the companies and claimhelders in the line of quartz reefs in the Division have suspended
work. The Queens Birthday Company at Goldsborough alone carry on mining operations with any degree of

vigor. 25 ]

1874-76: Goldsborough Co. - By 1874 the members had been paying calls... In 1876 a typical yield was 23
ounces from 105 tons and the mine was placed on tribute. The company then had £200 in the bank. 26

March 1875 Queens Birthday Company still driving the 405 foot level; 902 tons crushed yielded 2050z.
Goldsbarough Company aresinking the shaft deeper, and are now down 444 feet.27

March 1876; The Queens Birthday Company...intend to erect maching to treat their tailings and pyntes,
which have yielded very well indeed on assay.

The Goldsborough Company have a party of tributers at work, 28

Sept 1876: Queens Birthday Company - machinery about to be erected for treating the tailings (some 25,000
tons) and pyrites.

Goldshorough Company expect to resume operations soon, 29
Dee 1876: Queens Birthday Company - ...the mine presents very favourable eppearance for permanency. Two
pairs of Chilian mills for treating tailings are now on the ground, and will be erected forthwith; it is also

contemplated to erect other machinery for the treatment of the tailings & pyrites, 30

1877: Goldsborough Co. - mine taken over by Queens Birthday Co.31

March 1877: Queens Birthday Company have crushed 1,224 tons for a yield of 804 oz... prospects of the mine
good... Another battery of 5 stamp-heads is about to be erected. The company recently purchased the
Goldsborough QuartzMining Co.’s mine and plant, and as the ground adjoins their own lease it makes it a very
valuable addition to its property... Another lease of 15 acres has been applied for in the legal manager’s name,
adjoining east of their existing leases, and two leases south and south-east have been applied for, for gold

mining purposes, by Messrs Yates and Borwick respectively., 32

1880s: Queens Birthday Co. plant, that was situated nearly opposite Thomas King's Royal Hotel, cost
£25,000, andthis new plant erected in the early eighties with the usual pumping and winding gear on a massive
scale, had a foriy-head battery as well as a 12-stamper machine on the old Goldsborough Co.'s ground and
another that the Queens Birthday Co. now owned on the old North Birthday Co.’s shaft of 18 stampers. They
also had a Chilean mill, air compressors, patent concentrators, and reception and visitors” rooms. They also

had a board room up above the battery. 33

DESCRIPTION OF PHYSICAL REMAINS:

Goldsborough mine operated from 1865 to 1877, The scant machihery remains would date to this peried.
Goldsborough property was then taken over by the neighbouring Queens Birthday Company. It appears that the
latter company continued to operate the Goldsborough's crushing plant after the take-over date,

Mine site

The site consists of the remains of a mullock heap - 10 X 18m and approximately 10m high. Mounds,
depressions and a section of a stone wall located close to the northern end of the mullock heap suggest that this
area would have been the site of the mine's shaft and mining plant. The section of wall is associated with a
depression measuring approximately 6 x 2-1/2m, in the base of which can be seen some iron engine bolts,
There is also a scattering of red bricks in this area, the bricks being hand-made, with a single narrow,
rectangular frog.

Tathe Eis an extensive expanse of battery sand.

PHOTOS. Photo 1: showing adjoining mullock heaps - on the left the Goldsberough
mine’s, the right the Queens Birthday's,
Photo 2: Section of wall, depression and engine bolts

ARTEFACTS: None visible, apart from bricks and other building rubble.

INTEGRITY/CONDITION:  Themine's mullock heap has been quarried,diminishing its integrity and putting
the site at threat.

23



Goldsborough Mine \

THREATS: Humanvisitation: Quarrying is the most immediate and overriding threat to this
site, Notonly will this activity's continuation further destroy the mullock heap ‘
(the most visible remaining feature of the mine’s operation), it also threatens J
features associated with the main shait machinery.

CULTURAL SIGNIFICANCE:

Despite the paucity of remains, the site has:
* Historical significance because it:
a) is associated with an important event: the first successful mining of the Bealiba Reef
b) was a success as as mine in terms of production figures ']
c} is part of a group or network of mining sites, which together made the Bealiba Reef one of the mast )
famous in the Dunolly Division.

Significance  ranking:  Local

CONSERVATION POLICY:

None required !
RECOMMENDATIONS FOR IMPLEMENTATION: t
None

Assessor:  David Bannear Date: May 1991
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Queen’s Birthday Mine

SITE NO. & NAME: 010 QUEEN’S BIRTHDAY MINE

LOCATION: QUEEN’S BIRTHDAY REEF, DUNOLLY

DIRECTIONS: Adjeining, andto the south of, the mullock heap of the Goldsborough mine (Site
009).

MAP/GRID REFERENCE:  Dunolly Nerth 1:25000 -381.213

PARCEL NUMBER: P129551
MUNICIPALITY: Shire of Bet Bet
LAND STATUS: Unreserved Crown Land (Proposed Goldsborough Historic Reserve )

EXISTING HERITAGE CLASSIFICATION:  LCCStudy and McConville {1978)

PRESENT MANAGEMENT/USE: LCC- NCJ27

HISTORY:

The Bealiba Reef was first worked by King and party, but the quartz lode was lost. It was later discovered by
Baker and party while sinking a paddock for puddling clay. A joint company known as the Goldsborough
Quartz Mining company, was formed. Twoengines and pumping and crushing machinery were installed on the

1

claim.

So great was the activity on this reef, generally known as the Queens Birthday Reef, that a book could be
devoted tothe activity surrounding it - which becamethe site for the fifth and last habitat ofthe Old Dunolly

people, 2

Dec 1856: Queens Birthday Reef was undoubtedly discovered by John Hunter Kerr in December 1856, at its
northern end in Inkerman. 3

June 1861: It is generally understoed that the celebrated sea captain, Henry Bvans Baker, was the discoverer of
the Bealiba Reef, and this is true in as far as the actual effective discovery and opening up of the reef is
concerned, but the real discoverers weretwo diggers named King and Wooley, whe in June 1861 worked on the

reefat the time when Baker was operating a puddlerto the east of the reef.4

1863-64: Captain Baker’s discovery of the reef occurred whilst excavating earth for a puddling machine and
the site of the find today is nearly on the roadthat runs from Goldsborough Railway Station to the school - on
the scuth side. Theoriginal hole dug for the puddleris still there, and King’s shaft is some distance north of
this. The gold was struck about a foot from the surface on 29 December 1863, and Baker, who was in
parntnership with Robert D. Dodd,took up a prospecting claim - which allowed them 150 feet along the reef, In
January 1864, they took Williasm McLeish and Samuel Crozier into the partnership and the four, holding
Miners Rights only, wereable to hold 360 feet of the reef underSection 122 of the by-laws. In February, they
erected a 4-hp donkey engine on the site and the first crushing from the new reef in March 1864, yielded 770z
of gold. Atthis lime, Pike and party had a ¢laim on the area south of Baker's ground and had sunk to 35 feet
with poor results, and south of this Smith and party, who later became the nucleus of the Queens Birthday Co.,

also had  shaft in 1865. 3

1865: Baker's party sold a fifth share to William Hayes and a company was fermed called the Goldsborough
Gold Mining Co, This reeffound on the surface dipped suddenly towards the south...towards Smith’s palrty.6

1865-68: Smith’s party formedinto the Queens Birthday Company... In October 1866, they took out a lease
of 10 acres an the reef, but it was3 years before they got sufficient gold to pay their men out of the yields of
the mine. In the meantime, their fortunes had dwindled to less than nothing, whilst the Goldsborough Co.

men had madea small fortune. ’

1867 The main reefin the lease was discovered in 1867 by a party of men who were making an excavation to
hold water for testing the surface deposits in the vicinity... a mine, the Goldsborough, opened up... Rich
quartz was obtained down to 300 feet, from which dividends of £20,000 were paid up to the lime mining
operations were suspended.

Later, another company, the Queens Birthday Company, was formed to work the same reef on its southward
extension. This company sank two shafts, the main one being 1,147 feet, and the other 248 feet, south of the
Old Goldsborough shaft. After obtaining 100,504 oz of gold downto a depth of about 600 feet, the mine was

abandoned until the present company [New Birthday Minel...took & lease out on the ground.8
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Queen's Birthday Mine

1867: Queeas Birthday Co. - went down 115 feet and struck a defined reef of 7 feet width and a little gold. In
July they erectedthe first poppet head and laler installed machinery costing £524 from the Old Warrier Co.,

Ballarat, and they constructed a reservoir.?

May 1867-1868: Queens Birthday Co. - first heavy machinery for the Queens Birthday Co. arrived in May
1867.. they erected a 5-head battery in December1868. One shaft at this time was down 205 feet. Gold had
increased in the reef from 7 to 15 dwt. and the reef from 6 inches to 2 feet. The new battery, whose table was

the best in the state at the time, was completed in May 1868, 10

Dec 1867 The Queen’s Birthday Company, next south, have just finished sinking a shaft, 220 feet deep,
North  Goldsborough Company are erecting machinery for pumping and winding  purposes. 11

March 1868: Queen’s Birthday Company, scuth of the Goldsborough, have suspended work during the erection
of a crushing plant. 12

Sept 1868: Queens Birthday Co., next south, have completed the erection of their crushing plant. 13

Dec 1868: The Queens Birthday Co. have opened out at the 205-feet level and struck payable gold. Onebattery
of five heavy stamp-heads is at present working, and another of the same weight will be erected.l4

March 1871 Queens Birthday Co., whose mine is next south, have a number of men employed breaking down
quantz from the 204-foot and 290-foot levels. 15

June 1871: Queens Birthday Co. have crushed 1319 tons, which yielded 2290z 9dwt, 16

Sept 1871: Queens Birthday Co. - The mine has improved very much during the quarter...sinking the shaft
deeper...crushed 243 tons for 1970z, 17

Dec 1871: Queens Birthday Co. - crushed 1400 tons, yielded 447 oz... number of men employed, 38.
Goldsberough Extended Co. - have let a contract to sink another shaft (which is to be the main one), 100 feet
in depth, and the work is now proceeding, but they intend to sink the shaft at least to 200 feet before

stopping, and will then probably erect machinery; their ground adjoins that of the Queens Birthday Co.18

Dec 1873: Queens Birthday Co. are pulting in a crosscut for the main reef at a depth of 400 feet.19

March 1874: Thereefs in the Bealiba portion of the division arenearly all lying idle at present, and there are

no crushings 1o note therefrom. 20

June 1874: Queens Birthday Co. are crosscutting for the reef at a depth of 405 feet 2!

Dec 1874: Most of the companies and claimholders in the line of quartz reefs in the Division have suspended
work. The Queens Birthday Company at Goldsborough alone carry on mining operations with any degree of

vigor. 22

March 1875: Queens Birthday Company still driving the 405 foot level; 902 tons crushed yiclded 2050z, 23

March 1876: The Queens Birthday Company...intend to erect maching to treat their tailings and pyrites,
which have yielded very well indeed on assay. 24

Sept 1876: Queens Birthday Company - machinery about to be erected for treating the tailings (some 25,000

tons) and pyrites. 25

Dec1876: Queens Birthday Company - ...the mine presents very favourable appearance for permanency. Two
pairs of Chilian mills for treating tailings are now on the ground, and will be erected forthwith; it is also

contemplated to erect other machinery for the treatment of the tailings & pyrites. 20

1877: Goldsborough Co. - mine taken over by Queens Birthday Co.27

March 1877: Queens Birthday Company have crushed 1,224 tons for a yield of 804 oz... prospects of the
mine 'good... Another battery of 5 stamp-heads is about to be erected. The company recently purchased the
Goldsborough Quartz Mining Co.’s mine and plant, and as the ground adjoins their own lease it makes it a
very valuable addition to its property... Another lease of 15 acres has been applied for in the legal manager’s
name, adjoining east of their existing leases, and two leases south and south-east have been applied for, for

gold mining purposes, by Messrs Yates and Borwick respectively. 28
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Queen’s Birthday Mine

Sept 1877: ...very decidedimprovement in quartZmining operations in this quarter, This is in a great measure
owing to the successful operations of the Queens Birthday Company, which has been and is getting very
excellent returns... A company termed the King's Birthday Company have been incorporated to work the
lease {No. 1993) south of the Queens Birthday Company; and another company to work the lease south-east of
it, and styled the South Birthday Company, the lease being that known as Borwick's (Ne. 1995).
Queens Birthday Company - 15 heads of stamps areat present employed crushing stone, and it is intended to

get 12 heads more to work as quickly as possible. 29

March 1878: Queens Birthday Company - ...excellent returns last quarter- 2,760 tons crushed for an average
over 2-1/2 oz perton... Thecompany has been sinking & new main shaft (now down 337 feet), and a new air
shafl,.. Onenew boiler has been erected during the last quarter,and another one is to be erected without delay;

and three sets of Halley percussion tables areto be fixed to the batteries. 30

June 1878: Queens Birthday Company - The company has purchased another nearly new crushing battery of
20 heads of stamps, with 60hp engine, and a 25hp winding engine, for erection at their new shaft.
King's Birthday Co. sunk their main or No. 2 shaft to a depth of 166 feet, but during the last few fect of
sinking the water came in so rapidly as to renderit inadvisable to continue further with a whim...pumping and
winding plant is about to be purchased and erected without delay.

The South Birthday Co. have been stopped for seme time, the water being too strong... a pumping and
winding plant has been purchased and will be erected at once.

Acompany is in the course of formation, and will shortly be registered, to work the lease south of the Kings

Birthday Company...
Acompany, styled the North Birthday Co., has been formed to work some frechold land north of the Queens
Birthday Co.31

Sept 1878: Queens Birthday Co. have sunk their new main shaft to a depth of 432 feet. They arenow erecting
a new pumping and winding engine (20-inch cylinder), a crushing plant (24-inch cylinder) and a pumping
engne {14-inch cylinder), at the said new shaft. 32

1878-1880s: The Queens Birthday mine had a lease of ten acres and in 1878, rtich yields of gold werebeing
obtained. In 1879, the mine employed 100 men and was one of Victoria's leading gold mines. The highest
fortnightly yield was 1765 ounces, but yiclds of 1000 ocunces were common. During the 1880's extensive

plant and equipment costing £25,000 was installed at the mine. 33

1879: in 1879, underexample, no doubt, of the dogged perseverance and success of the Queens Birthday Co.,
about two miles of the Bealiba Reef was under lease to about ten companies, six of which were working. The

Queens Birthday alone employed nearly 100 men and was the leading mine in the state. 34

1879 Queens Birthday Co, in 1879 producednearly £41,000 in gold in 6 months and paid £34,500 in dividends
in that period.35

Sept 1879: Queens Birthday Company - last quartercrushed 3,701 tons of quartzwhich yielded 2,233 oz... Four
new batteries of five head each are near completion and will soon be available for crushing.36

Dec1879: Queens Birthday Company - This company have been very successful during the quarter, 4143 tons
yielding 49210z of gold... They have alse been erecting 3 new steam plants,..and have now 7 steam engines

and 47 heads of stamps erected. 37

1880s: Queens Birthday Co. plant, that was situated nearly opposite Thomas King's Royal Hotel, cost
£25,000, andthis new plant erected in the early eighties with the usual pumping and winding gear on a massive
scale, had a forty-head battery as well as 4 12-stamper machine on the old Goldsberough Co.'s ground and
another that the Queens Birthday Co. now owned on the old North Birthday Co.’s shaft of 18 stampers, They
also had a Chilean mill, air compressors, patent concentrators, and reception and visitors’ rooms. They also

had a board room up above the battery. 38

March 1880: Queens Birthday Company continue to sink the new main shaft, the present level being 656 fect...
The erection of the new crushing plant by this company was completed during the quarter, the plant being now
considered one of the most efficient in the colony; 20 heads of the stamps only are at work at present.
King's Birthday Co. - sinking the shafl deeper, present depth is 390 feet,
North Birthday Co. - purchased a pumping and winding plant and a c¢rushing plant from the Queens Reef

Company. 39

Dec 1880: Queens Birthday Co. - mine continues to look very encouraging, the reef having increased in width,
Air compressor to drive six drills is being erected. 40

June 1881: Queens Birthday Co. - during the quarter 7,048 tons yielded 4560 oz... One pair of Normanby air
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compressors has been erected for driving the National rock-drills, three of which are now at work in sinking and
driving. 41
Sept 1881: Queens Birthday Co. - are putting in more rock-borers to work where practicable in the stopes; they
are found to effect a great saving of labour. 42

Sept 1882: Queens Birthday Co. - yields have of late considerably improved: 7,000 tons crushed yielded 2,807
3
oz

March 1883: Queens Birthday Co. - during quarter 6,500 tons crushed yielded 1,791 oz, Main shafi has been
sunk to 700 feet, 44

March 1884: Queens Birthday Co. crushed 1,708 tons for an average yield of 3 dwt8 grs.4?

Junei886: Queens Birthday Co.have been driving at the760-foot level. North Birthday Co. are driving along
the course of the lode, 46

Sept 1887: Queens Birthday Co. are engaged in sinking the main shaft, and intend going downto 1,000 feet
before opening out to prove the deep ground.4

1887: [By 1887] nearly a quarterof a million sterling had been paid out to [Queens Birthday Co.] shareholders,
and the plant was crushing 2000 tons of stone per week; they then held 136 acres under lease, The total gold

taken from their own mine, apart from Baker's lease, to that time was nearly 4 tons 4 cw, 48

1887-1896: It was decided at this {ime to issue new shares and to float the two joint companies - the Queens
Birthday Co. and North Birthday - on the London stock market with an issue of 120,000 new shares:- £7,000 of

this to be paid to the two companies... Queens Birthday United Co. ran another nine years and closed up.49

June 1888: Queens Birthday Co. operations have been confined to sinking their main shaft, which has now
reacheda depth of 820 feet. 70

Sept 1889: Queens Birthday Co., which is cne of the principle mines in the district, is simply pumping to keep
water down, as it is abeut to be floated in the English market. |

I April 1890: Queens Birthday Co. - working capital of the company (£35,000) has been subsecribed in
London. 52

7 July 1892: London - Queens Birthday United Gold-mining Co., the capital of which is £159,000, has been
successfully floated. All the shares areallotted. 33

23 Sept 1892: Queens Birthday Co. making an energetic starf... the main plant overhauled and is now ready to
start draining the mine...fixed new site for machinery shaft, the old shafts being so close to the underlay as

being useless... excavation was markedout for a damto supply fresh water for the machinery. 54

22 Nov 1892; Queens B‘u-thday Co. pumps started this morning... tender let for the excavation of the site for
the machinery at the price of £65. by the time this is completed, tenders are expected for the removal, re-

erection, etc.

16 Feb 1894: Since the mines and plants of the Queens Birthday and North Birthday Companies and Belgium,
Perseverance, and other properties were amalgamated and taken over by the New Queen’s Birthday London
Company, active operations have been carried out at several points. Main shaft: the waterhas been mastered to

the 600-foot level.
Centre shaft - The machinery is being put in order, new poppet legs erected, the shaft repaired...

Belgium machinery...whim and horse power.

¢.1896-1900; [Queens Birthday Co.] lease taken by Walter J. Parkerafter an English Company had failed to get
gold from the abandoned mine...and anew compeny formed, the ‘New Birthday Co.” who erected a new 15-head

battery around 1900, 6500 of the 30,000 shares were forfeited before the company struck gold.57

14 Dec 1897 Messrs McCartney and Smith, contractors for the erection of North Birthday plant on Moran’s
Luck'['Goldsborough] mine, are making good hcad\rva_‘,'.58

11 Jan 1898: NewBirthday Co., Dunolly - New winding shaft and spider delivered and placed in position. The
poppet heads arcup, also engine and winding gearare in position, and building in the course of erection. The
blacksmith's shop is already erected. The foundation for boiler and chimney are in, and the boiler in position,

ready for building on. 39
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22 Feb 1898: New Birthday Co. - Contractor for removal and re-erection of pumping plant making good
progress with work,,, Bxcavation for Bob-pit nearly completed. 60

8 March 1898: New Birthday Co. - Foundation logs for pumping engine, and bed logs for engine horses in
position, 61

1/7/1898; The NewBirthday Mine

In the days gone by many a notice we gave in our columns of the successes of the Old Queens Birthday mine,
Goldsborough. Its marvellous richness quite eclipsing anything in this district. One thousand aand over ounces
every fortnight, indicated by the display of bunting on the legal managers’ flag pole, often cheeredthe hearts of
the people of Dunolly. Over £34 per share was paid in dividends...

An English Company was formed in Londoen, and money sent out, but these cute Bnglishmen made also a big
mistake in the way the working capital was sent to Dunolly, Instead of sending a fair amount of capital out in
one sum of, say £10,000, they tried on the parsimenious way of sending £500 out at a time, so that it was
impossible to do any progressive work...

It is absurb to think as all geolegists will admit, that a reef gold-bearing, and so wide that has yielded
100,5040zs of smelted gold from 154,432 tons of quartzcould possibly cut out in a few hundred feet. We belive
it impossible. Scientific men who have been appealed to, aand surveyed the old mine say "There will be more
gold out of the NewBirthday Co. that ever came out of the old lease. We need hardly say how pleased we will be
to see these anticipations realised. Dunolly, as a gold mining centre, will yet become the buzy thriving town of
day's gone by - our population will be increased five fold; out busines people will no longer talk of dull times;
our mining population will rejoice and the ery of having no work to do will be for ever abunted, We believe in
Dunolly and its gold mines, and we feel surethat those outside in every part of the colony will help all they can

the mining industry of this district. 62

8 June 1900: New Birthday Co. - Contractors have finished the tramway from shaft to battery.63

4 Sept 1900: NewBirthday Co. - The repairs and alterations to the I5-head bafttery being completed, crushing
was started on Tuesday last, 64

10 Dec 1900: New Birthday Co. - During the past fortnight, at the present working shaft, everything of any
value has been taken out from below, preparatory to shifting the winding machinery to the deeper shaft 1100

feet further south. 63

1904: Old Queens Birthday ground - At the New Birthday Mine, Goldsborough, operations in connexion with
the prospecting grant werecarried on at the 700-foot level until September last without success, 66

1908: Cld Queens Birthday mine at Goldsborough, has been unwakened, and a drive is being put out west for the
lode at the 500-foot level - aided by aloan from the Mining Department.67

1909: New Birthday Co. have been carrying on developmentali work at the 500-foot level...operations
suspended, pending the erection of the Government battery. 68

DESCRIPTION OF PHYSICAL REMAINS:

Multi-phased site, which saw three main phase of mining and installation of machinery:

1865 - 1888: Queens Bithday Company
1892 - 1896: Queens Birthday United G. M. Co
1896 -¢.1909: NewBirthday Company

The mullock heap presumably relates to all three phases of mining. Bxcavation would be requiredto reach any
accurateconclusion regarding the dating of the machinery remains.

Mine site
The remnants of this mine’s mullock heap measure 35 x 30m and approx. 15 m high. 17m to the west of the
mullock heap is a concrete slab measuring some 19 x 36m. This surfaceappears to have once been tarred,

5m to the south of the mullock heap are machinery footings which are largely hidden by rubble and
vegetation. The remains of the plant cover an area of 35 x 20m in which can be seen a scatter of bricks, a
number of depressions and mounds, and a few protruding iron engine bolts. Thebricks are hand-made, and either
bear no markings orasingle narrow, rectangular frog.

Tothe east is an extensive expanse of battery sand and several dams.

PHOTOS: Photo 1: Adjoining mullock heaps - to the left, that of the Goldshorough mine, to
the right, the Queens Birthday mine's.
Phote 2: Machinery footings and rubble.

ARTEFACTS : Apart from building rubble - none visible.
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INTEGRITY/CONDITION:  Apart from partially-quarried mullock heap, not much visibly remains of this
mine. Substantial machinery footings might exist, sub-surface, at the southern i
end of the mullock heap. If exposed, such remains would enhance the site’s

integrity.

THREATS. Quarrying of the mullock heap has already taken place, and remains the most
immediate and overriding threat to this site

CULTURAL SIGNIFICANCE:

The Queens Birthday Company operated one of the most impertant mines in the Dunolly Mining Division,
However, despite a wealth of historical information, little survives above-ground to illustrate the scale of the
mining operations. Despite the paucity of remains, the has:
*  Historical significance because it:
a) is part of a group or network of mining sites, which together made the Bealiba Reef one of the
most famous in the Division,

b} wasasuccess as a mine in terms of production levels

Scientific significance because it holds considerable archzeological potential. Excavation would !

probably uncover substantial remains which would increase the site’s interpretative ability, and

hence its historic importance.

Significance  ranking:  Local

CONSERVATIONPOLICY:

None required L.
RECOMMENDATION¥ORIMPLEMENTATION:

None

Assessor:  David Bannear Date: May 1991
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Bealiba Reeftailings &cyanide works

SITE NO. & NAME: 011 BEALIBA REEF TAILINGS & CYANIDE WORKS
LOCATION; Bealiba Reef, Dunolly
DIRECTIONS: Close to Eucalyptus Distillery (Site 012), on the eastern boundary of the Historic

Reserve. Onthe S side of the track that leads to the distillery, neara large dam.

MAP/GRID REFERENCE:  Dunolly North 1:25000 -383.210

PARCEIL NUMBER: P129551
MUNICIPALITY. Shire of Bet Bet
LAND STATUS: Unreserved Crown Land (Goldsborough Historic Reserve)

EXISTING HERITAGE CLASSIFICATION:  No specific nomination.

PRESENT MANAGEMENT/USE. LCC- NCJ27

HISTORY:

No direct references were found regarding cyaniding operations carried out along the reef. Cyaniding commenced
in the Division in 1896, and, according to local information, was still be conducted in the 1940s.

DESCRIPTION OF PHYSICAL REMAINS:

One circular vat is visible in the battery sand that runs along the southern verge of the track leading to the
distillery. The vat has concrete walls, which still retain the impression of a (now absent) galvanised iren
lining. The vat has a diameter of 4.2m (14t} and is approximately 1.1m deep. Other depressions in the
vicinity suggest more vals werein use than just the one now visible, There are extensive dumps of battery sand
in the vieinity. According to local resident, MrMartin (pers. comm), this cyaniding vat was being used in the
1940s.

PHOTOS: Photo 1: showing circular vat

ARTEFACTS: None

INTEGRITY/CONDITION:  Concrete walls of vat arein a reasonable and stable condition. However, the
absence of its galvanised iron lining and of its companion vats, mean that, whilst
the site’s function is still recognisable, its integrity and intaciness has severely
diminished integrity.

THREATS: Drifling battery sand threatens to engulf the remaining cyanide vat.

CULTURAL SIGNIFICANCE:

The extensive dumps of battery sand associated with the workings on Bealiba Reef have undoubtedly witnessed
extensive cyaniding operations, Little evidence remains of these operations, except for this vat and one other
located nearthe South Birthday mine. This site has;

Historical significance because it:

a) was a success as a mine in terms of production levels. The extensive dumps, along with the
remaining mutlock heaps, arc artefacts that clearly illustrate the success of the Bealiba reef mines
and the massive scale of the mining operations conducted along the reef from the late 1860s to
early 20th century.

b) addsto the sequenceof uses or functions over time carried out along the Bealiba Reef.

Significance  ranking: Local

CONSERVATION POLICY:

None required

RECOMMENDATIONS FOR IMPLEMENTATION:

Neone

Assessor:  David Banunear Date: May 1991

32

,,,,,,




Bucalyptus distillery

SITE NO. & NAME: 012 EUCALYPTUS DISTILLERY
LOCATION:
DIRECTIONS: Eastern boundary of Goldsborough Historic Reserve, near a large dam,

MAP/GRID REFERENCE:  Dunolly North 1:25000 -383.210

PARCEL NUMRBER: -
MUNICIPALITY: Shire of Bet Bet
LAND STATUS: Freehold land

EXISTING HERITAGE CLASSIFICATION:  McConville (1987); LCCStudy

PRESENTMANAGEMENT/USE: According to current owner, this distillery is still operational.

HISTORY:

1920s: The Britten family began distilling at Goldsborough in the 1920s. In 1929 their Cornish boiler
exploded killing one of the family. Thedistillery continued under H. Britten into the 1950s, It is still runas a
small distiflery by Pat Martin, Theboiler, vat and drains stand in a clearing in the centre of what is left of the

town of Goldsborough. 1

DESCRIPTION OF PHYSICAL REMAINS:

The site consists of a galvanised iron distillery building, containing a boiler and brick chimney stack. South of
the building are a wooden crane and several cencrete-covered vats, (The site's situation on private land
precludeda detailed survey being made.) According to the current owner, this distillery commenced operating in
1916. According to McConville (1987) the plant commenced operation in the 1920s,

PHOTOS. Photo 1: Boiler house and bﬁckstack, and wooden crane. Locking NE

Photo 2: Showing boiler,
Photo 3; Crane and conerete vat covers.

ARTEFACTS Given that the distillery is still operational, it is probable that the building
contains the full complement of tools and equipment requiredfor operation.

INTEGRITY/CONDITION:  Excellent

THREATS: As the current owner is quite elderly and the site is a considerable distance from
any habitation, vandalism is a major threat.

CULTURAL SIGNIFICANCE:

The site has:

Historical significance becauseit:

a) is part of a group or network of sites, the totality of which is considered te be significant.

b) is associated with an important event. it represents the creation of regional industry - eucalyptus
distilling appears to have taken off in the district when the demand for timber by the mining
industry had declined rapidly.

Scientific significance because:

a) it represents a particular type of process; also an inventive or innovative process (how a local
family utilized a deserted mining site for other purposes)

b} ofits intactness

Significance  ranking:  Regional

CONSERVATION POLICY:
The site's significance comes from its intactness, association with mining damand age.
RECOMMENDATIONS FOR IMFLEMENTATION:

Inclusion into the Goldsborough Historic Area

Assessor;  David Bannear Date; May 1991
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Orchard& house site

SITE NO. & NAME: 013 ORCHARD & HOUSE SITE
LOCATION: QUEEN’S BIRTHDAY REEF
DIRECTIONS: The house is located on private land the opposite side of the road to the Queens

Birthday Mine (Site 010). The orchard is located about 50m into the
Goldsborough Historic Reserve, SE of the house.

MAP/GRID REFERENCE:  Dunolly North 1:25000 - 381.211

PARCEL NUMBER: -
MUNICIPALITY: Shire of Bet Bet
LAND STATUS: Freehold fand and Goldsborough Historic Reserve

EXISTING HERITAGE CLASSIFICATION:  No specific nomination.

PRESENT MANAGEMENT/USE: Private dwelling

HISTORY:

The stone house was bullt by a member of the current resident, MrMartin's, family in the 1940s. The orchard
was contemporary with the house construction, 1

DESCRIPTION OF PHYSICAL REMAINS.

The stone house is the residence of MrP. Martin, Thehouse is of an old style, of stone with a gabled roof. The
surviving dozen trees of the orchard stand in a flattened area, measuring approximately 50 x 60m. Some fence
post still stand suggesting there wereat least two faces of fencing - the earliest being post-and-rail, followed by
one of barbed wire. The orchard was irrigated, via a 3-inch diameter iron pipe, from a dam that lies to the § of
the orchard.

The current resident of the house is a member of the family responsible forits construction and the planting of
the orchard in the 1940s, The family also grew vegetables there,

PHOTOS: Photo 1: Hip-and-rail fence post, with orchardtrees in the background.
ARTEFACTS: None visible
INTEGRITY/CONDITION:  8till recognisable as an orchard

THREATS:

CULTURAL SIGNIFICANCE:

Thesite has:
Historical significance because it is pant of a group or network of sites, the totality of which is
considered to be significant.

Significance  ranking: Local

CONSERVATION POLICY:

None required

RECOMMENDATIONS FOR IMFLEMENTATION.

None

Assessor:  David Bannear Date; May 1991
i Mr P Martin, pers. comm., May 1991
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South Birthday Mine

SITE NO, & NAME: 014 SOUTH BIRTHDAY MINE
LOCATION: QUEEN’S BIRTHDAY REEF
DIRECTIONS. This is the next mulleck heap south of the Queen’s Birthday mine, located on the

northern boundary of the lower section of the Historic Reserve.

MAP/GRID REFERENCE:  Dunolly North 1:25000 - 382,209

PARCEL NUMBER: P132993
MUNICIPALITY: Shire of Bet Bet
LAND STATUS: Unreserved Crown Land (Goldsborough Historic Reserve)

EXISTING HERITAGE CLASSIFICATION:  No specific nomination

FPRESENT MANAGEMENT/USE: LCC-NCJ27

HISTORY:

Bealiba Reef: So great was the activity on this reef, generally known as the Queens Birthday Reef, that a book
could be devoled tothe activity surrounding it - which became the site for the fifth and last habitat of the Old

Durolly people. t

Sept 1877: ...very decidedimprovement in quartzmining operations in this quarter, This is in a great meastre
owing to the successful operations of the Queens Birthday Company, which has been and is getting very
excellent returns... A company termed the King’s Birthday Company have been incarporated to work the
lease (No. 1993) south of the Queens Birthday Comparny; and another company to work the lease south-gast of

it, and styled the South Birthday Company, the lease being that known as Borwick's (No. 1995), 2

June 1878: The South Birthday Co. have been stopped for some time, the walerbeing too strong... & pumping
and winding plant has been purchased and will be erected at once, 3

Sept 1878: South Birthday - have almost completed the erection of a pumping and winding plant on their

lease. 4

1879-84: South of the Queens Birthday Co. lease werethe King’s Birthday Co. and South Birthday Co. The
former company, which had a heavy plant, was then down nearly 300 feet, but although they later sunk to 600

feet and drove 800 feet along a wall of reef, they found no gold and the company woundupin 1884, 3

DESCRIPTION OF PHYSICAL REMAINS.

South Birthday - Appears to have been a single-phased mine which only operated over a few years from 1877,

Mine site

Site consists of intact mullock heap measuring 15 X 25m, and 10m high. The main shaft (filled in) and
machinery footings are on the N end of the mullock heap. The machinery footings lie to either side of the
Historic Reserve boundary fence. Within the Reserve, among an expanse of stone and brick rubble, wooden
baltery footings (possibly 15-20 head of stamps) and brick and concrete foundations are visible, OQutside the
Reserve, on the verge of the track that follows the boundary, are more concrete footings,

PHOTOS. Photo 1: Footings and rubble at the Nend of the mine's mullock heap. Looking
NW
Photo 2: Mine’s intact mullock heap.

ARTEFACTS . Apart from Building rubble, none visible

INTEGRITY/CONDITION:  The site still retaing considerable integrity as the relationship between the
mullock heap, main shaft and mining plant is still apparent. The site's integrity
could be enhanced by the removal of rubble that presently obscures the layout, and
possibly the extent, of the mine’s machinery.

THREATS: Human visitation: The intact mullock heap might one day be quarried, and the
remains outside the Reserve boundary might be bulldozed during track
maintenance,

CULTURAL SIGNIFICANCE:
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South Birthday Mine

The site has:
Historical significance because it is part of a group or network of sites, the totality of which is
considered to be significant,
Scientific significance because it represents an important mining technology. Being relatively
intact, illustrates the layout of a late 19th century quartzmine.

Sigpificance  ranking:  Regional

CONSERVATION POLICY:

The main significance of the site is in its intactness. Any proposed future work should seek to retain, and/or
enhance this.

RECOMMENDATIONS FOR IMPLEMENTATION.

Steps should be taken to include the remains lying outside the Historic Reserve's fence within the Reserve.

Assessor; David Bannear Date: May 1991
1 Flett, 1958

2 Mining Surveyors’ Reports, September 1877
3 Mining Surveyors’ Reports, June 1878

4 Mining Surveyors’ Reports, September 1878
5 Flett, 1956

37



Water race abutments

SITE NO, & NAME: 015 WATER RACE ABUTMENTS

LOCATICON: Goldshorough

DIRECTIONS: 100m W of the South Birthday's mullock heap (Site 0i4), outside the Historic
Reserve, and on the verge of the road that runs parallel to Reserve's western
boundary.

MAP/GRID REFERENCE:  Dunolly North 1:25000 -381.209

PARCEL NUMBER: P129551
MUNICIPALITY! Shire of Bet Bet
LAND STATUS: Unreserved Crown Land

EXISTING HERITAGE CLASSIFICATION:  None

PRESENT MANAGEMENT/USE: LCC-NCJ27

HISTORY:

No references found

DESCRIPTION OF PHYSICAL REMAINS:

Unfortunately, ne references were found to the construction of this water race. Its alignment suggests it was
built to utilise water from dams constructed for the Queens Birthday mine. Presumably, this occurredafter the
mine closed down at the turn of the century.

Water race

A disused water race runs south from the Queens Birthday section of the Historic Reserve. Near the South
Birthday mine are concrete abutments that directed the water eastwards and to the south. The southern race
continues for a short distance whereit is cut by the present road.

PHOTOS: Photo 1; showing concrete abutments.

ARTEFACTS None visible

INTEGRITY/CONDITION:  Good condition and integrity.

THREATS:

CULTURAL SIGNIFICANCE:

The site has:
Historical significance because it is part of a group or network of sites, the totality of which is
considered to be significant.

Significance  ranking:  Local

CONSERVATION POLICY:
None required

RECOMMENDATIONS FOR IMPLEMENTATION:
Noaction required

Assessor: David Bannear Date: May 1991
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Birthday cyanide vats

SITE NO. & NAME: 016 QUEEN’S BIRTHDAY (?) CYANIDE VATS
LOCATION: QUEEN’S BIRTHDAY REEF
DIRECTIONS: 50m SEof the South Birthday's Mullock heap, on the east side of the track that

leads to the King Birthday mine's powdermagazine (Site 017).

MAP/GRID REFERENCE:  Dunclly North 1:25000 -383.208

PARCEL NUMBER: P132993
MUNICIPALITY: Shire of Bet Bet
LAND STATUS: Goldsborough Historie Reserve

EXISTING HERITAGE CLASSIFICATION:  Nospecific nomination

FPRESENTMANAGEMENT/USE: LCC-NCJ27

HISTORY.

No direct references were found for this particular site. However, a neighbouring mine, the Queens Birthday,
started to retreal its battery sand in 1876, and part of the plant instalied included Chilian wheels:

Dec 1876: Queens Birthday Company - ...the mine presents very favourable appearance for permanency, Two
pairs of Chilian mills for treating tailings are now on the ground, and will be erected forthwith; it is also

contemplated to erect other machinery for the treatment of the tailings & pyrites. !

DESCRIPTION OF PHYSICAL REMAINS:

On raised ground above a single circular cyanide vat are several faint circular depressions. They oceur in two
groups, each group comprising what appears to be a line of three adjoining and/or overlapping, narrow circular
trenches, each with a raised mound at its centre. One group is on the western bank above the cyanide vat; the
other group is on the southern side of the vat. The circles are very eroded or have been buried by battery sand,
and exist now cnly as the faint outlines, All have diameters of about 6.7m (22 ft).

The cyanide vat located below the circle has conerete walls, a diameter of 6.1m (20ft) andis over 1.1m deep, It
appears not te have been lined with galvanised iren, but has a hard concrete render.

PHOTOS. Photo 1: Concrete cyanide vat
Phato 2: Adjoining circles, on the W side of the cyanide vat.

ARTEFACTS: None visible .
INTEGRITY/CONDITION:  The cyanide vat is in good condition, although it is slowly being buried by
drifting battery sand. The outlines of the circles are now fairly faint and, given

that the vicinity abounds in battery sand, will eventually become buried.

THREATS: Erosion or burial by drifting battery sand.

CULTURAL SIGNIFICANCE:

The site has:
Historical significance because it is part of a group or network of sites, the totality of which is
considered to be significant.

Significance  ranking; Local

CONSERVATION POLICY:

None Required

RECOMMENDATIONS FOR IMPLEMENTATION:

None

Assessor; David Bannear Date: May 1991
1 Mining Surveyeors’ Raports, December 1878
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King's Birthday powder magazine

SITE NO. & NAME: 017 KING’S BIRTHDAY POWDER MAGAZINE
LOCATION: QUEEN’S BIRTHDAY REEF
DIRECTIONS: On the southernmost boundary of the Historic Reserve. Follow the track that runs

west of the South Birthday’s mullock heap (Site 014),

MAP/GRID REFERENCE:  Dunolly North 1:25000 - 382.206

PARCEL NUMBER. P132993
MUNICIPALITY: Shire of Bet Bet
LAND STATUS: Goldsborough Historic Reserve

EXISTING HERITAGE CLASSIFICATION:  No specific nomination

PRESENT MANAGEMENT/USE. LCC-NCJ27

HISTORY.

Bealiba Reeft So great was the activity on this reef, generally known as the Queens Birthday Reef, that a book
could be devoted to the activity surrounding it - which became the site for the fifth and last habitat ofthe Old

Duneclly people. l

June 1878: King’s Birthday Co. sunk their main or No. 2 shaft to a depth of 166 feet, but during the last few feet
of sinking the water came in so rapidly as to renderit inadvisable to continue further with a whim...pumping and
winding plant is about to be purchased and erected without delay,

Acompany is in the course of formation, and will shortly be registered, to work the lease south of the Kings

Birthday Company. 2

Sept 1878: King's Birthday - have purchasedthe Prince of Wales plant, which they are about to erect on their
lease. 3

Sept 1879: King’s Birthday - arestill sinking their main shaft, and are down 330 feet.4

1879-84; South of the Queens Birthday Co. lease werethe King's Birthday Co. and South Birthday Co. The
former company, which had a heavy plant, wasthen down nearly 300 feet, but although they later sunk to 600

feet and drove 800 feet along a wall of reef, they found no gold and the company wound up in 1884, 3
March 1880: King's Birthday Co. - sinking the shaft deeper, present depth is 390 feet.©

Sepl 1880: King's Birthday Co. - still sinking shaft, now down 512 feet.”

March 1883: Kings Birthday Co. - work has been stoppd at the main shaft...and the men transferred to the old
workings further south on the ground eriginally held by the Royal Birthday Co.8

DESCRIPTION OF PHYSICAL REMAINS.

No historical reference was found to identify the structure as a powder magazine, However, the robust
censtruction, supported by local knowledge, suggests this was the purpose. Presumably it was constructed and
used by the Kings Birthday Co. whe operated on the site from 1878 into the i880s.

Powder Magazine
A squarebrick building sitting on concrete slab. The building measures 2.1m (11-1/2f1), its walls standing to

height of 1.9m (6 1/4ft). It has a hipped, galvanised iron roof, the roofing material being attached with
galvanised iron screws/washers to milled timber wooden frame. The roofing iron bears the brand-name Gospel
Cak. Thebuilding has one doorway which has an iron frame, and from which the door itself has been removed.
The brick walls are35.5¢m (14in) thick and the brickwork is laid in successive courses of stretchers and ends
(Colonial Bond). Thewalls’ interior has been whitewashed and bears some recent graffiti. The building has no
ceiling.

PHOTOS. Photo 1: Front of powder magazine

Photo 2: Rotten top-plate and ripped roofing, eastern wall of powder magazine
Photo 3: Powdermagazine. Looking SE

ARTEFACTS: None evident.
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King's Birthday powder magazine

INTEGRITY/CONDITION:  Thebrickwork in good condition, apart from some salt damp in the bottom three
courses. Thetimber framing of the roof is in good condition, except that the top
plates on the eastern and western sides of the building arerotten, dueto the
galvanised iron above them having been torn away to admit the rain,

THREATS. EBxposure of timberwork to rain; salt damp

CULTURAL SIGNIFICANCE.

The site has;
Historical significance because is is part of a group or network of sites, the totality of which is
considered to be significant.

Scientific significance because it represents an important mining technology: the use of explosives,

Significance  ranking:  Regional

CONSERVATIONPOLICY:

Thebuilding should be retained as it is, and all futurework directed to preserving the current facade.
RECOMMENDATIONS FOR IMPLEMENTATION:

Site be protected and some immediate conservation work carried out, L.e:

top-plates on the castern and western sides of the building should be replaced, and the tom
galvanised iron straightened out,

Assessor; David Bannear Date: May 1991

Flett, 1956

Mining Surveyors’ Reports, June 1878
Mining Surveyors’ Reports, September 1878
Mining Surveyors’ Reports, September 1879
Flett, 12586

Mining Surveyors’ Reports, March 1880
Mining Surveyors’ Reports, September 1880
Mining Surveyors’ Reports, March 1883
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King's Birthday cyanide works

SITE NO. & NAME; 018 KING’S BIRTHDAY CYANIDE WORKS
LOCATION: QUEEN’S BIRTHDAY REEF
DIRECTIONS: 10 m Wof the King Birthday mine’s powdermagazine (Site 017).

MAP/GRID REFERENCE:  Dunolly North 1:25000 - 382.206

PARCEL NUMBER: P132993
MUNICIPALITY: Shire of Bet Bet
LAND STATUS: Goldsborough Historic Reserve

EXISTING HERITAGE CLASSIFICATION:  No specific nomination
FPRESENT MANAGEMENT/USE: LCC-NCJ27

HISTORY:

No direct references were found for this particular site. However, a neighbouring mine, the Queens Birthday,
started to retreat its battery sand in 1876, and part of the plant installed included Chilian wheels:

Dec 1876: Queens Birthday Company - ...the mine presents very favourable appearance for permanency. Two
pairs of Chilian mills for treating tailings are now on the ground, and will be erected forthwith; it is also

contemplated to erect other machinery for the treatment of the tailings & pyrites, 1

DESCRIFTION OF PHYSICAL REMAINS.

Difficult to interpret the circles at this stage: they do appearto be associated with the treatment of battery sand,
probably cyaniding.

Circles

There are at least five circular depressions to the west and rear of the powder magazine. They occur in two
paraliel lines - one of two adjoining circles, the other of three. In at least one instance, adjoining circles appear
lo overlap. Thecircles are very erodedor have been buried by battery sand, and exist now only as faint outlines
- each has an inner mound surroundedby a circulartrench. All have diameters of around 7.9m (26 R)

PHOTOS. Phato 1: adjeining circles

ARTEFACTS: None visible

INTEGRITY/CONDITION:  Dueto drifting battery sand and/or erosion circles are very faintly outlined.

THREATS: Thecircles are now fairly faint and, given that the area abounds in battery sand,
will eventually become buried.

CULTURAL SIGNIFICANCE:

The site has:
Historical significance because it is part of a group or network of sites, the totality of which is
considered to be significant,

Significance  ranking; Local

CONSERVATION POLICY:
None required

RECOMMENDATIONS FOR IMPLEMENTATION:
No action required

Assessor; David Bannear Date: May 1991

1 Mining Surveyors’ Reports, December 18786
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Belgian Reef cyanide vat

SITE NO. & NAME: 019 BELGIAN REEF CYANIDE VAT

LOCATION: BELGIAN REEF

DIRECTIONS: Follow the Belgian Track from Goldsborough to a large dam on the track’s SW
side.

MAP/GRID REFERENCE:  Dunolly North 1:25000 -391.195

PARCEL NUMBER: P120209
MUNICIPALITY: Shire of Bet Bet
LAND STATUS: State Forest

EXISTING HERITAGE CLASSIFICATION:  None

PRESENT MANAGEMENT/USE: LCC-NCE12

HISTORY:

No specific reference found for cyaniding operations on Belgium reef. Cyaniding was carried out in the Division
between 1896 and the 1940s.

DESCRIPTION OF PHYSICAL REMAINS:

Cyanide vat, probably mid 20th century. Appear to be associated with some overlapping ciroular depressions
(site 020)

Cencrete vat

At the northern end of the dam’s earthern embankment is 4 single cireularcyanide vat. The vat is 4.3m (14ft) in
diameter and has concrete walls, which wereonce lined with galvanised iron. No other vats are visible on the
site. Dumps of battery sand lie on the east side of the track.

PHOTOS. Photo 1: Cyanide vat

ARTEFACTS: None

INTEGRITY/CONDITION:  The concrete walls of the vat arein good condition, but the galvanised iron lining
has rotted away, leaving only its impression in the concrete.

THREATS: Vegetation and drifting battery sand will eventually abscure the vat.

CULTURAL SIGNIFICANCE:

The site has:
Historical significance because it is part of a group or network of sites, the totality of which is
considered to be significant (Sites 019, 020, & 021).

Sigaificance  ranking; Local

CONSERVATION POLICY:
None required

RECOMMENDATIONS FOR IMPLEMENTATION:
None

Assessor:  David Bannear Date: May 1991
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Belgian Reef chilean mills

SITE NO, & NAME: 020 BELGIAN REEF CHILEAN MILLS
LOCATION; BELGIAN REEF
DIRECTIONS: On the opposite side of Belgian Track from the the cyanide vat (Site 019) are two

Chilian mill circles.

MAP/GRID REFERENCE:  Dunolly North 1;25000 -391.195

PARCEL, NUMBER: P120209
MUNICIPALITY: Shire of Bet Bet
LAND STATUS. State Forest

EXISTING HERITAGE CLASSIFICATION: None

PRESENT MANAGEMENT/USE, LCC-NCE12

HISTORY.

No specific references were found regarding the retreatment of tailings generated by the mining of Belgian Reef,
In the late 1870s, tailings werebeing retreated on Bealiba Reef, by the Queens Birthday Company. Part of the
equipment employed by this company was Chilian mills. By the mid 1890s cyaniding of battery sand was being
carriedout in the Victorian goldfields

DESCRIPTION OF PHYSICAL REMAINS:

Provisionally interpreted as the remains of cyaniding vats erected as part of a quartz tailings  retreatment
pracess. Probably linked to conerete cyanide vat on opposite side of road (Site 019)

Circles

The Belgian Trackhas cutthrough one of the circles, leaving only a small section of its trench. Immediately
adjoining the remains of this circle is a second depression, more intact. The second circle has a diameter of
7.3m (24f), and its central mound, with post-hole and surrounding 60cm (21t} deep puddling trench, are both
distinguishable.

PHOTOS: Photo 1: Circle, Eside of Belgian Track

ARTEFACTS. None

INTEGRITY/CONDITION:  Broded,but still recognisable as circles.

THREATS: Erosion and burial by drifting battery sand,

CULTURAL SIGNIFICANCE:

The site has:
Historical significane because it is part of a group or network of sites, the totality of which is considered
to be significant (Sites 019, 020, 021).

Significance  ranking:  Local

CONSERVATION POLICY:
None required

RECOMMENDATIONS FOR IMPLEMENTATION:
No action required

Assessor:  David Bannear Date: May 1991
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Belgian/Perseverance Mine

SITE NO. & NAME; 021 BELGIAN/PERSEVERANCE MINE
LOCATION: BELGIAN AND PERSEVERANCE REEFS
DIRECTIONS: Mine waorkings located up a hill, to the NWofthe Belgian Trackdam.

MAP/GRID REFERENCE:  Dunolly North 1:25000 -3%0.195

PARCEL NUMBER: P120209
MUNICIPALITY: Shire of Bet Bet
LAND STATUS! State Forest

EXISTING HERITAGE CLASSIFICATION:  None

PRESENT MANAGEMENT/USE: LCC-NCEI12

HISTORY.

1856 Goldsborough: The Belgian Reef (discovered by a boy), the Spread Eagle, and others werealso opened
at the end of 1856. !

1856: It wasin 1856 at the decline of the Dunolly Rush that thousands of diggers unable to get claims on the
leads wanderedthe hills and towards the end of the year found some of the reefs at Dunolly, The most
conspicuous of these were the Belgian, the Hospital Reef {continued into Spread Eagle) and a reef at

Inkerman. 2

Nov 1856: Reported that a gold reef had been found 2 miles west of Dunoclly...undoubtedly this was the
Belgian Rush ... later the quartzfrom this reefwent 7oz to the ton. Discovery of the Belgian reported in the
‘Herald', 29th November, 1856... the reefwas rushed for nearly a mile and one of the finders asked £2000 for

his share in the reef... 10th Decembera report said that there were200 people there.3

1857: In June 1857, it was reporied that there was a steady and permanent township at the Belgian Reef and
that there were150 people living there. Six claims on the reefat this time werepaying handsomely, but there

was no quartzcrusher there, 4

185%; On May 9, there was anather rushto the Belgian following the discovery of Perseverance Reef nearby. 5 ‘

June 1859: Belgian Reef[Dunolly] -2 claims, 70yds aggregate length. 6

July 1859: In July 1859, after the rush, only two claims remained working at the Belgian Reef along 70 yards
of the reef.” ‘

Sept 1859: Twaoclaims areat work, both paying. 8

?7: On the Belgian Reef, a twenty horse-power engine, with pumping and winding machinery, and a large
stamper battery werebeing erected by Mr Brnsten. 7

1861: In 1861 it was reported that Reed’s crushing machine was lately shifted from the Belgian to
Consolation Reef. Reed’s was the original crusherat Dunolly and was originally at North Dunelly and it was

probably shifted to Belgian in 1859. 10

March 1861: Being profitably worked.11

1861-67: In 1861 William Regester worked Perseverance Reef, but Pike & party continued working there, and
in March 1867, took out a lease of 10 acres. The lease was granted to Thomas, Willam and John Pike in
March 1868. They had worked the reef continuously with machinery then for eight years. Later that year
Pike's stone crushedat Emsten's Battery at the Belgian. The reefwas frequently workedby various companies

in conjunction with the Belgian reef. 12

15 Nov 1862: This reef, which was formerly was one of the most regularly yielding lodes in the district, again
shows signs of improvement. Within the last few weeks, two lots of stone have been crushed at Read’s

machine, from No. 5 south. 13
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Belgian/Perseverance Mine

Oct 1865: One of the richest rushes ever seen at Dunolly began in Nuggetty Gully, 3 1/4 miles from Dunolly
towards Mt. Bealiba wherediggers found a 16 ounce nugget. Nuggetty Gully that got its name from this rush,
is duewest of the Yankee Doddle mine that was an attempt late to tap the source of these nuggets ... on 18th
Oct the town was startled by a report in the "Dunolly Express” that a large nugget of 515 ounces had been
found ... By the following morning half the population of Dunolly, including grocers, butchers and bakers
wereat the scene of the finds, and what was known as the Blegian Rush, on account of the proximity of the
Belgian, wason. By the alternoon of the same day the other half of the population of Dunolly was there also

. and when prospectors unearthed near the surface anather nugget, this time 80 ounces, " a scene of
excitement ensued such as seldom been seen in the Colony". Other nuggets found included - 101 and 7 ounce
pieces; 22 Ib nugget which when cleaned weighed 254 ounces; 160 ounces and 84 ounces. The ground at the
Belgian Rush contained little gold except the nuggets, nor where there any length of lead or anything
approaching one - the nuggets were found here, there, and in odd comers and within a small space and all in

the surface. Early in November the "Leader"reported the rush at Belgian was nearly over. 14

1866: Criterion Gold Mining Co. - applied for a lease of 9 acres, which was granted in July. In September,
machinery for the reefarrived - a 12-head, 25 horsepower battery and winding and pumping plant, but after an

auspicious start this company lapsed. 15

Dec 1867: The Criterion Company are sinking their shaft, to cutthe reefat a Jower level, 16

1892: Tenders for the removal and erection of machinery at the Belgium will be dealt with next Monday. The
new Beigium shaft is down 46 feet and prospecting at 100 feet in an old shaft. [part of Queens Birthday Co.

operalions) 17

16 Feb 1894: Since the mines and plants of the Queens Birthday and North Birthday Companies and Belgium,
Perseverance, and other properties were amalgamated and taken over by the New Queen’s Birthday London
Company, active operations have been carriedout at several points... Belgium machinery,..whim and horse

power, 18

1908: Baker and party, working the old Belgium line of reef, have driven 150 feet on gold-bearing quartz-
aidedby a foan from the Mining Department. 19

1921: [This reef] was last workedaround 1921 underthe management of Con Dyring.20

DESCRIPTION OF PHYSICAL REMAINS:
Multi-phased site:

1856: Reef opened and rushed by 200 miners

1857: Six claims working, small township in existence

1850: First crushing batteries instailed

1866: Criterion Co. working the reef

1892: Tenderfor removal and re-erection of machinery at Belgium

1894: Reefbecomes part of the property of the NewQueens Birthday Co, Goldsborough.
1921: Worked until this date

Palimpsest of workings, difficult to decipher. Thecondition of the battery stumps and use of concrete suggests
that the remains on the site date to a late phase of mining, probably to the early 1890s, when it was reported
that machinery was being removed and re-erected at a new location on the reef,

Mine and battery site

The surviving remains include a mullock heap through which several sampling sections have been cut by
prospectors. The heap is approximately 30m wide, 50m long and stands to a height of 8-10m. Thereis no sign
of a main shaft.

Machinery footings are situated on the east side of the mullock heap. The machinery site consists of two
levelled platforms - an upper and lower, measuring 9 x 12m and 10m squarerespectively. On the lower platform
area line of wooden battery stumps, set in conerete. Seven red gum stumps (14in squareand standing to a height
of 80cm) still survive insity, and a slot for an eighth is visible, suggesting that this was probably a 12-head
battery. Onthe upper platform is a scatter of building stone and redbricks. Thebricks are hand-made, and some
have a single narrow, rectangular frog, while others have none. What appears to be the remains of a collapsed
flue extends {rom the rear of the upper platform for a distance of 3m, to & mound of red bricks - possibly a
chimney stack base?

Ontop of the hill is some extensive open-cutting, all that survives of the mining activities on Perseverance
Reef. The open-cut is now used as a rubbish dump.

FPHOTOS: Photo 1: Battery stumaps

ARTEFACTS: None visible,
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Belgian/Perseverance Mine

INTEGRITY/CONDITION:  This site has considerable integrity as a mine site, dueto the survival of such
features as a dam, tailings, mullock heap, and machinery footings. The wooden
battery stumps arein reasenable condition, but some show signs of white ant
activity.

THREATS: Prospecting and quarrying of mullock heap for road-building material. The battery
stumps areat risk from white ants and fire.

CULTURAL SIGNIFICANCE:

Belgian Reefl is historically significant as one of the first reef opened up in the Geldsborough area. It was
intially rushedand was the site of an early township and crushing works. The survey found no remains of this
early period. The remains which survive on the site today are more consistent with a later phase of mining. The
site has:

* Historical significance because it is part of a group or network of sites, the totality of which is
considered to be significant.

Scientific significance because it represents an important mining technology: remains of late 19th
century quartzmine. One of the few survivors of those that operated during this time.

Significance  ranking:  Regional

CONSERVATION POLICY:

Site’s significance comes from its intactness and ability to illiustrate a late 19th century mining operation. Any
future work should not be to the detriment of this.

RE COMMENDA TIONS FOR IMPLEMENTATION:

Site to be protected

Assessor:  David Bannear Date: May 1991
1 Flett, 1979, p.281

2 Flett, 1956

3 Flett, 1956

4 Flett, 1956

5 Flet, 1956

6 Mining Surveyors’' Reports, June 1859,p15

7 Flett, 1956

8 Mining Surveyors’ Reports, Septembar 1859
9 Carless, 1983, p.11

10 Flett, 1956

11 Mining Surveyors’ Reports, March 1861

12 Flett, 1956

13 Bunally and Burnt Creek Express ,15.11.1882, p.2
14 Flett, 1956

18 Fiett, 1966

16 Mining Surveyors’ Reports, December 1867
17 Dunolly and Bethatshire Express ,15.11.1882
18 Dunolly & Betbetshire Express , 16,2.1894

19 Mining Surveyors” Reports, 1908

20 Flett, 19586
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Swipers Gully puddler & dam

SITE NO. & NAME: 022 SWIPERS GULLY PUDDLER & DAM
LOCATION: DUNOLLY
DIRECTIONS: Laanecoorte North 1:25000 - 489,182

MAP/GRID REFERENCE:  Travel along Model Farm Road and take the branch known as Specimen Track.
About 1km along this track, there is a dam on the south side. Between this dam
and the track is a puddler. The puddler and dam are located at the head of Swipers

Gully.
PARCEL NUMBER: P121968
MUNICIPALITY: Shire of Bet Bet
LAND STATUS: State Forest

EXISTING HERITAGE CLASSIFICATION:  None

PRESENTMANAGEMENT/USE: LCC-NCE21

HISTORY:

None found

DESCRIPTION OF PHYSICAL REMAINS:
The puddleris worn-looking, but the inner mound (3.4 m diameter) and puddling trench (1.4m wide) are quite
distinguishable. The puddling machine has a diameter of 6.7m (22ft). One outlet is visible.

The earthern wall of the puddler's dam runs from its W side across Swipers Gully. The outer face of the earthern
embankment has been retained with sione,
Weathered appearance and vegetation suggests 19th-century date.

PHOTOS: Photo 1: Puddlerand associated dam
ARTEFACTS. None visible

INTEGRITY/CONDITION:  In reasonable condition, although some fossicking holes have been dugin the
puddler.

THREATS: Prospecting and erosion.

CULTURAL SIGNIFICANCE.

The site has:
* Scientific significance because of its:
a) intactness '
b} historical representativeness - ability to clearly illustrate this type of mining technology.
c) ability to answer specific archaeological research questions: its obvious old construction, and
weathered appearance, acts as a dating yardstick.

Significance  ranking:  Regional

CONSERVATION POLICY;
Significance comes from the age and interpretative value of the puddler
RECOMMENDATIONS FOR IMPLEMENTATION:

Site be protected

Assessor: David Bannear Date: May 1991
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Almeida Reef workings

SITE NO, & NAME; 023 ALMEIDA REEF WORKINGS
LOCATION: Almeida Reef
DIRECTIONS: 100m N of the junction of Specimen and Almeida tracks. The Almeida Reef

workings are located both side of Specimen Track.

MAP/GRID REFERENCE. Laanecoorie North 1: 25000 - 492.187

PARCEL NUMBER: P124587
MUNICIPALITY: Shire of Bet Bet
LAND STATUS: State Forest

EXISTING HERITAGE CLASSIFICATION:  LCCStudy

PRESENTMANAGEMENT/USE. LCC- NCE21

HISTORY:

1862: It was found and first worked by Jeseph Cil and Bouit D'Almeida on about 16th May, 1862, and paid
well from the beginning, In September, following the discovery, the finders sent 100 tons to King’s crusher
at Sandy Creek. It was reported later that the first find went five ounces to the ton, and the reef was taken up
for a considerable distance north and south of the finders: Ne. 1 ¢laim north in August, 1862 had 100 tons
crushed at Kirk’s for 100 ounces of gold. Al this time the Almeida Reef co. on the Miss or Hit Prospecting

claim was working a half-mile north of the Almeida Reef.1

1862: Discovered by Bout D’Almeida and Joseph Cil or Gil in May 1862, This reef was rich right from the
start. It has been worked for several hundredmetres and is the source of three major gullies, The Almeida Reef

was worked on and off for many years up to a depth of 200 f. 2

28 June 1862: Quite a township is springing up in the neighbourhood of the Almeida and other localities
opened in the locality of the Mosquito.

5 July 1862: Some 30 or 40 tents areerectedalong the line, with a stone [hut?] and a couple of shanties. The
miners were busily engaged picking, gadding, and blasting... They are about to send 48 tons to Kirk's

machine to be crushed.

15 Nov 1862: This promising reef, with a body of stone ranging from two to six feet, is almost abandoned ...
A splendid lode is in existence, the working of which the isolated system of mining encouraged by the

Maryborough by-laws is no wise calculated to promote. 5
14 June 1862 Workis going on vigorously; some five or six claims arein the court of sinking, 6

1863; Almeida Reefis situated at Mosquito, and this reef and the Horseshoe Reef, the Mosquito and Doctor's
Reefs east of the Almeida in 1863 made the place famous and it became a populous place where there were
practically all foreigners working, and a little gully running parallel to Almeida Reef to Mosquito Gully was

extremely rich. 7

1867-8: Almeida was retaken up in 1867, but only a little work was done. In 1869 W.T. Hansford and
company took it upin June. Themain shaft on the reefwas taken to 200 feet. After moderate success it was

abandoned by this company in 1871.8

1878 + - taken up again and frequently worked until recent times [1956]. 9

DESCRIPTION OF FHYSICAL REMAINS:

The remains of 22 stone structures (many of which appear to be fireplaces), reef workings, and dumps of 15th -
century rubbish, areconsistent with the historical information collected for the site. In 1862, it was reported
that a township was springing up in the neighbourhood of the Almeida Reef, and that some 30 or 40 tents were
erected along the line of the reef,

Reef workings and mining village
On the north side of Specimen Trackis shallow a line of workings, consisting of open-cutting, several shafts
(filled in) and small mullock heaps, which continues for about 200m.
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Almeida Reef workings

To the west, on the hillside above the line of workings, arethe remains of at least 13 stone structures (tent
sites and forges), and below the workings are a remains of a further 9 stone structures and at least one rubbish
dump. Thestone structures range {rom surface mounds to fireplaces which stand to a height of about one metre.
Artefacts uncovered near these features by bottle-hunters appear to date the habitations to the 19th century. The
settlement associated with the workings covers an area of about 400 x 200m,

PHOTOS: None taken

ARTEFACTS: 19th-century domestic rubbish, including fragments of thick ‘black’ glass
bottles, ceramics and pickle jars,

INTEGRITY/CONDITION:  Thesite has good integrity, showing the confinement and intensity of the
settlement and mining involved with working this line of reef, wherethe gold
deposits werefound to be shallow but very rich.

THREATS: Prospecting and treasure hunting,

CULTURAL SIGNIFICANCE:

The site has:
+ Historical significance because:
a) it is part of a group or network of sites, the totality of which is considered to be significant:
surfaceworkings and associated settlement
b) oftheir age and intactness
Scientific significance because they represent an important mining technology: a rare surviver of
rich surface workings around which a small settlement grew up.

Significance  ranking: Regional

CONSERVATION POLICY:

Thesite’s significance comes from its intactness, andthe clearly iilustrated relationship between the tent sites
and reef workings. Any future work on the site should not interfere with or obscure this relationship. A
continuation of mining should be allowed on the reef.

RECOMMENDATIONS FOR IMPLEMENTATION:

Site be protected. At present, the site appears not to be underthreat. It has been thoroughly fossicked by bottle
hunters, so hopefully it is now viewed by them as a worked-out site. The site should be subjected to a detailed
archaeological survey. The Almeida Reef workings should be monitored, and should this stable situation
change, protective measures implemented.

Assessor;  David Bannear Date: May 1991

1 Fiett, 19586

2 Tulty, 19288, p.31

3 Dunolly and Burnt Creek Express , 28.6.1862, p. 2
4 Dunolly and Burnt Creek Express , 5.7.1862,p, 2
5 Dunolly and Burnt Creek Express , 15.11,1862, p.2
8 Dunolly and Burnt Creek Express , 14.6,1862, p. 2
7 Flett, 1966

8 Flett, 1856

9 Flett, 1956
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Spectmen QuartzMining Co. mine

SITE NO. & NAME: 024 SPECIMEN QUARTZ MINING CO, MINE
LOCATION: SPECIMEN REEF
DIRECTIONS: 350m S down Freemantle Track from its junction with Specimen Track. The mine

is located on the west side of the track.

MAP/GRID REFERENCE:  Laanecoorie North 1:25000 - 510,188

PARCEL NUMBER: P124587
MUNICIPALITY: Shire of Bet Bet
LAND STATUS: State Forest

EXISTING HERITAGE CLASSIFICATION:  None

PRESENT MANAGEMENT/USE: LCC- NCE21

HISTORY:

1858 Bumnt Creek: Discovered in 1858, this reef was worked for several years for a general return of 18
dwt/ton. The remains of the battery and tailing heaps arestill evident aroundthe dam.1

March 1870: the holders of the lease on Specimen Reef, Dunolly, have formed a party and are working the
greund at a depth of 70 feet from the surface.2

March 1881: Macdonald and Co ... cut the reefat 70R, and are driving north and south on the course of the
same. Owing to their good prospects ... several other claims, if not all of which are being worked, have been

taken up on this line of reef.3

June 1881: The Specimen Quariz Mining Company, Dunolly ... have crushed 101 tons of stone for a yield of
940zs. They are now excavating and building a fresh water dam, and have purchased a steam crushing plant of 24

stamp-heads; specifications for removal and erection arebeing prcpared.4

DESCRIFTION OF PHYSICAL REMAINS:

The surviving mine workings would date to the 1880s when the reef was being worked by the Specimen Quartz
Mining Company. In 1881, this company was the first (and last) to erect machinery on the reef.

Mine site
Above the damand tailing heap located by the track are the remains of a mullock heap, part of which has been
usedto fill in the mine shafts, Shafts filled with the mullock arebeginning to re-open,

Machinery footings arelocated near the eastern end of the mullock heap. These consist of a line of red gum
battery stump, burnt to the ground but probably representing 20 head of stamps. On the Nend of the battery are
two wooden bed logs, 46em (18in) square and about 5.2m (17ff) long, from which protrude four iron engine-
mounting bolts. Furthernorth is a mound and spread of brick rubble which may represent the remains of a boiler
house and/or chimney stack. Theredbricks are hand-made and have no frog.

Stone firepiaces
Between the Specimen Mine and workings to the south on Doctor’s Reef are two stone fireplaces. They are

approx. 23m apart, stand to a height of Im and are 2m wide. Bottle-hunting aroundthese fireplaces has exposed
19th-century artefacts. No bricks arevisible. 19th-century artefacts found associated with these structures, and
the absence of bricks in their construction, suggests that they relate to 19th-century habitation. Use of bricks
in the fireplaces of temporary tent structures was quite common in the 20th century, especially around defunct
machinery sites where bricks could be salvaged from footings and chimney stacks,

PHOTOS: Phote 1: Crushing battery, facing SE.
Phote 2: Wooden bed logs and mounting bolts and burnt battery stumps.
Photo 3: Two fireplaces

ARTEFACTS: Aroundthe fireplaces, fragments of *black’ glass bottles and ceramics, suggesting
a 19th—century date.

INTEGRITY/CONDITION:  Thesite has considerable integrity as a mining site, owing to the survival of such

features as its dam, tailings, mullock heap, and machinery footings, The
condition of the bumt-off battery stumps is poor, it they could easily be
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Specimen QuartzMining Co. mine

completely buried. The fireplaces are in good condition, although their
surroundings have been disturbed by treasure hunters.

THREATS: Prospecting, treasure-hunting and quarrying

CULTURAL SIGNIFICANCE:

The site is not particularly significant in terms of any of the assessment criteria, The surviving features on the
mine site, and their historical background, are insufficient to merit significance,

Significance  ranking; Local

CONSERVATIONPOLICY:
None required

RECOMMENDATIONSOR IMPLEMENTATION:
None

Assessor: David Bannear Date: May 1991

Tully, 1288, p.3B

Mining Surveyors’ Reports, March 1870
Mining Surveyors’ Reports, March 1881
Mining Surveyors’ Reports, June 1881

W -
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Wild Duck Leadpuddle

SITE NO. & NAME; 025 WILD DUCK LEAD PUDDLER
LOCATION: Wild Duck Lead, Jones’ Creek
DIRECTIONS: At the head of Wild Duck Lead, 0.5km SE of the Specimen Mine (Site 024), The

track that runs along the Eside of that mine site Jeads towards the puddler,

MAP/GRID REFERENCE:  Laanecoorie North 1:25000 - 507.186

PARCEL NUMBER: P121968
MUNICIPALITY: Shire of Bet Bet
LAND STATUS. State Forest

EXISTING HERITAGE CLASSIFICATION:  None

PRESENT MANAGEMENT/USE: L.CC- NCE21

HISTORY:

20th?: Wild Duck Lead,Jones Creek: This lead was discovered by Henry Cleasby, the butcher from Eddingten.
He found nuggets of 5, 7 and 13 dwt near the dam. Being a new area, 300-400 miners flocked to the scene, but
within a week it was nearly deserted. Only one other nugget was recorded, this was 12 dwt, Those that remained
traced the lead down to Blundells Gully and finally stopped at Mr. Hole's fence, Mr. Banks discovered the reef

that bears his name and further prospecting was carried out in Mr. Dam’s pac!dock.l

DESCRIPTION OF PHYSICAL REMAINS:

The outer mound of the puddleris approximately 3.5m wideand is raised about one metre above ground level, It
still retains a fresh-looking appearance, with the edges of the inner mound and puddling trench still precisely
cut. The puddling circle has a diameter of 228, and its inner mound is 3.3m in diameter. A loading ramp is
located on the southern side. Its damlies to the cast. The fresh, unerodedappearance of the puddlersuggests that
it has been in usein the 20th century, probably during the 1930s,

PHOTOS: Photo 1: Puddlerand dam, facing NW.
Photo 2: as above

ARTEFACTS: None visible
INTEGRITY/CONDITION:  Thesite is in good condition, apart from the removal of all the wooden clements.

THREATS: Prospecting and erosion,

CULTURAL SIGNIFICANCE:

The site has:
* Scientific significance because of its:
a} intactness
b) historical representativeness -ability to clearly illustrate this type of mining technology.
¢} ability to answer specific archaeological research questions; its obvious recent construction, and
unweathered appearance, acls as a dating yardstick, more weathered examples being older, mid to
late 19th century survivors,

Significance  ranking:  Regional

CONSERVATION POLICY:

The significance of the puddlercomes from its ability to ilustrate the technology invelved, and its importance
as arelative dating yardstick, Any conservation work carried out should not interfere with the site’s ability to
carry out this role, unless as a last resort.

RECOMMENDATIONS FOR IMPLEMENTATION:

The site should be protected, The fact that it still survives suggest that the local community respects its
significance. It should only be fenced off if this situation changes.

Assessor: David Bannear Date: May 1991
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Gooseberry Hill diggings

SITE NO. & NAME; 026 GOOSEBERRY HILL DIGGINGS
LOCATION: Gooseberry  Hill, Dunolly
DIRECTIONS: The tunnel and puddlerare on the west side of Gooseberry Hill. Travelling towards

Maryborough en the main road from Dunolly, take the second dirt track on the
right after the junction of Maryborough and Eddington main roads. The site is
located 300m down this track, on the western side,

MAP/GRID REFERENCE:  Dunolly North 1:25000 -440.154 (Gooseberry Hill)
Dunelly North 1:25000 - 439,155 (Tunnel and Puddler)

PARCEL NUMBER. P128863
MUNICIPALITY: Shire of Bet Bet
LAND STATUS: Gooseberry Historic Reserve/Gravel Reserve

EXISTING HERITAGE CLASSIFICATION:  None

PRESENTMANAGEMENT/USE: LCC-NCJ29

HISTORY:

1856/57; Therewas another rush at Burnt Creek in Pebruary 1856, and later that year the population was again
down to 300, until the vast overflow from Dunolly rush, began, and there were3000 at Burnt Creek just before
the discovery of Wild Dog Gully early in November 1856 ... Little Chinaman’s Gully, a continuation of Wild
Dog, was also opened at this time ... Wilson's Leadwas also opened late in 1856, and the whole gravel range
south of the Burnt Creek, known generaly as the Hard Hills, but from west to east as Gooseberry, Spillers,

Graveyardand Slaughteryard Hills werecovered by diggings early in 1857, 1

1857: Therewere4000 at Burnt Creek and the long line of windsails showed the energy being spent to get
geld out of Dunolly wet lead. Most of the digging at Bumnt Creek town was being carried out on what is now

Gooseberry Hill, but was known as the HardHilt, along the side of the hill to the burial ground.2

July 1857: lead on Gooseberry Hill was first discovered running to Slaughteryard Hill and towards the
Maryborough Road.?

Sept 1859: The Engine Company...is doing very well, 4

Nov 1863: Old White Hill Rush - beginnings of three large rushes that started on Gooseberry Hill, and proved
-as had been said many times - "Burnt Creek is not done yet", 5

Sept 1864: things began to get brisk in the direction of Gaoseberry Hill ... The Union Co. which claimed to
be the openers of this - The Gooseberry Hill Rush - sank 63 feet and immediately got 9 ounces of gold ... The
papers referredto this firstly asthe "South Dunolly Rush" and reports of the gold found underthe gravel and
cement, whereevry hole had gold, causeda great rush ...On December ... the Union Co., with some pomp and
ceremony insalled an engine on their shaft. This company, practicaily owned by George Simpson, having
pioneered the rush, were first to set about working their claim methodically. The Gooseberry Hill Rush
extended threughout the following years, despite swampings and the discovery of gold near the Pound in

1865... 0

1864: This is really a series of hills known at different times as Hard, Slaughteryard, White, Palchy Flat,
German Charlies, Gooseberry, Fifty Foot, Seventy Foot, Junction and another name unfit for the newspapers
to reprint, The confusion was finally overcome by calling the whole lot Gooseberry Hill, It had been tried in
many places with little result until one hole struck payable gold in late 1864. Goodholes were dug along a
gutter alt down the side of the hill. When the first hole on the flat failed to find gold, the miners realised that
they had actually dug across the lead instead of along it and a large rush followed all over the Gooseberry

Hill(s). 7

Dec 1864: South end of Dunolly township, Gooseberry Hill has grown to be a rush of considerable size; two
extended claims, of four and three and a half acres, respectively, aretaken upon this ground in May and August
1864; on one of which a steam engine has been erected. ...the sinking is wet, from forly to sixty feet in

depth.g
Laterin 1864 Dunolly took & new lease of life when a series of new gold discoveries were made about amile

west of the town. The first of these, known as the Gooseberry Hill rush, was started by the Union Co. in
November, In February 1865 two prospectors named Manning found gold near the Pound on Timor Road,
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Gooseberry Hill diggings

about two miles upthe Burnt Creek from Gooseberry Hill. There were about 1000 diggers on the Gooseberry
and Pound Rushes when another began on Gooseberry Flat late in 1865 9

1864/65: Therichest claims on Gooseberry that were celebrated at the time were the Nil Desperandum, Lord
Palmerston, City of London, Union Co. of Switzerland, and the Last Chance. Others equally good were the

Garibaldi, Northumberland, Great Britain, Christmas Co., Princess Royal and the Fay You & Co.10

Feb 1865: Thehill ... was covered in tents and a considerable sized township had been erected with more than
ene street ... Thereweresome thousands at Gooseberry early in 1865 and the sight of the great multitude of

fires glowing on the hill as seen from Dunoelly in the Autumnof 1865 was something to remember, .11

May 1865: TheNil Desperandum Claim were getting £15 per week per man and there were 18 months work
ahead in their claim. In the Great Britain eight men had found 60lbs of gold in six months, and in February,
1863, it was averaging 40 ounces of gold per week, as wasthe Garibaldi also., The Lord Palmerston claim in a
new drive in Nov 1856 found a rich parcel of specimens hardly waterworn, which indicated that the parent

source was close at hand, they weighed 30ibs,.. 12

May 1865: Despite the Pound Rush, however, Gooseberry Hill continued to give of its richess and the Rising
Sun and Moming Star companies began work on Gooseberry in Sept, and the Union Co. with its engine
continued its rich yield ... Therewere, of course, many hundreds of Chinese working on Gooseberry Hill at the
rush, and with their facility for the thorough fossicking of the ground old and new, they haunted the lead, and

the yields in the well-known claims gradually diminishing generally, the Chinese took them over.13

June 1865: Alluvial mining has steadily progressed at Gooseberry Hill, 14

Jan 1866 Gooscberry Plat: A rush began to Gooseberry Flat, where digging had been going on for some time.
The reported finds there weresmall - too small to account, it seems, for the number of diggers - about 600 -
there on 1lth Jen when it was reported that "the rush to Gooseberry Flat bids fair to be the largest yet at
Dunelly” ... The ground was 30 to 50 feet deep and a great number of Chinese were on the ground at this
time. 1°

1866/67: The Pound Rush began to peter out at the end of 1866 and it was reported in Jan 1867, that nearly all
the business places had been shifted from the Pound Rush to Gooseberry Flat. 16

1867: The union Co. let their mine to the Chinese on tribute in February 1867, after it had been running three
years and had been flooded. The Chinese pumped for six weeks before it was dry, and then the run of gold
continued as before. To 1866 the Gooseberry Hill Rush preduced 42,000 ounces of gold and great numbers

werestill working there in 1869, 17

Jan 1867: ... dry and with less wateral Gooseberry Flat, began with a sensational find of nearly 100 ounces of
mixed geld in the bottom of a shaft, 13

July 1867: ARerJuly ... very little was heard of the rush to Gooseberry Flat. 19

Sept 1873: In alluvial mining, the Prince of Wales Company, on the Pound and Gooseberry Hill leads, have
been boring, and about to sink a permanent shaft, having purchased steam machinery for draining the

ground.20

June 1877: Boyds Frechold Comnpany, Gooseberry Flat, have got their mine in working order.., The
Enterprise Company is a co-operative company formedto work Watson's freehold lead at Gooseberry Flat. 21

Sept 1898: Qur representative paid & visit a day or two ago to the reef on Gooseberry Hill now being
profitably workedby Messrs Barnett and party (4). Thecave-like entrance on the side of the hill can be seen
from the road. The party have tunelled for some distance into the side of the hill, and the stuff is now being
wheeled out to the end of the tunnel and trench. The entrance is just like a cavern, but as they go on the stone
seems to go down. Thereis a big body of stone apparently, andit is said to be very easy to work. The party are
not taking out the whole width, but only about 3 feet wide or so in the centre, althoughit is siad it would be
payabie the whole width with crushing appliances at hand. The stone looks well, A crushing of 31 tons at
Deason's battery at the end of last week, and gave the highly payable yield of half an ounce to the ton. This is
good, seeing that the stone is so far easily worked. Thereturnis better than that of the first crushing, showing
the stone improving, Messrs Schecle? and party havetaken up a claim close to the boundary of Messrs Barnett
and Mather’s claim and arenow sinking. Mr. Paganetti has a claim some half-a-mile off, but supposed to be
on the same line. Some people think the reefis on the Spread Bagle line. Already investors have their eye on

the property. 22

12 Sept 1899: Weunderstand that a syndicate with which the name of Mr L.E. Sachs is so closely identified,
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has completed arrangements for taking over the ¢laim hitherto worked by Messrs Barnett, on Gooseberry
Hiil. Operations will be commenced on that lease in a few days.23

1905: William Dodd found a 29 oz nugget in surfacing that bears his name, The council gravel pit shows
clearly the depth to the bottom and the type of hard sinking encountered by the miners, 24

DESCRIPTION OF PHYSICAL REMAINS:

The tunnel driven into Gooseberry Hill appears to have been excavated in the late 1890s. No historical
reference was found to relate the puddlerto this tunnel. Asthe tunnel was driven to work the reef, it is unlikely
that the two werecontemporary.

Gooseberry Hill
Oneof a series of river-wash hilltops of Pliocene age run NW-SEalong the § side of Dunolly township.

All traces of the shafts and most of the mullock heaps have been removed. Al most, 6 or 7 shallow shafls
remain.

Atunnel survives at the base of Gooseberry Hill, on the western side. It is located on the west side of a dead
end track that runs south off the main Dunolly-Maryborough road. The tunnel is driven south into the hill and
can be walked down.

40m directly in front of the tunnel, on private property, is a puddler. Burnt Creek lies to the NE.

Nearthe puddlerarethe remains of 8 sheds - ranging from mounds of bricks to intact buildings. Thelatter have
wooden framing, galvanised iron roofs and walls made from flattened kerosene tins. The most westerly of the
intact sheds is a blacksmithy.

PHOTOS: Photo 1: Entrance to tunnel, facing S
Photo 2: Puddlerin front of tunnel.
Photo 3: Blacksmithy, on private property
Photo 4; Shed, galvanised roof, kerosene tin walls,
Photo 5: Shed nearest to Burnt Creek.
AGE/DATING PHASE. 1857 - 20th century
ARTEFACTS: None visible on the hill

INTEGRITY/CONDITION:  The workings on the hill have been almost completely ebliterated. Thetunnel is
in good cendition.

THREATS:

CULTURAL SIGNIFICANCE:

Although Gooseberry Hill is significant in terms of the Division’s mining history, there are no surviving
features which dateto the early 1860s when this and other hills in the vicinity formed part of the Great Burnt
Creek Rushes. Norarethere any later workings remaining that could really be said to be representative of their

earlier counterparts. The site has:
Scientific significance because it represents a particular type of process, ie, tunnelling. This was a
mining method rarily carriedout in the Dunolly Division for the extraction of auriferous quartz.

Significance  ranking:  Local

CONSERVATION FOLICY:

None required

RECOMMENDATIONS FOR IMPLEMENTATION:
None

Assessor:  David Bannear Date; May 1991
1 Fiett, 1956

2 Flett, 1956

3 Flett, 1956

4 Mining Surveyors’ Reports, September 1859
5 Flett, 19586

5] Flett, 19586

7 Tully,1988, p.24

8 Mining Survaeyors’ Reports, December 1864
2 Flett, 1979, p.282
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Flett, 1956

Flatt, 1956

Flott, 19586

Mining Surveyors' Reports, June 1865

Flett, 1956

Flett, 1988

Flett, 1956

Flett, 19586

Flett, 1956

Mining Surveyors’ Reports, Septamber 1873
Mining Surveyors’ Reports, Juns 1877
Dunclly and Bethetshire Express , 20/2/1898
Dunolly and Betheishire Express ,12.9,1899
Tulty, 1988, p.24
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Patchy Hill & Flat alluvial sinkings

SITE NO. & NAME: 027 PATCHY HILL & FLAT ALLUVIAL SINKINGS
LOCATION: Patchy Hill & Flat, Dunolly
DIRECTIONS: Immediately W of Groseberry Hill

MAP/GRID REFERENCE:  Bunolly South 1:25000 -443.133

PARCEL NUMBER: P123972
MUNICIPALITY: Shire of Bet Bet
LAND STATUS: State Forest

EXISTING HERITAGE CLASSIFICATION:  None

FRESENT MANAGEMENT/USE. LCC-NCE20

HISTORY:

1857/59: At Patchy Flat about the first place opened was Gouses (Gooseys) Gully, before 1857, and Smith's
(Blacksmiths) Gully in 1859. Themain lead at Bumnt Creek, that had been lost for some time, was rediscovered
in 1858, und Wild DuckLead, at the foot of Wild Dog Gully, was opened in July that year, New arcas were also

discovered at the *Shoots’, at the head of little Chinaman's, }

1862-63: In the years 1862-63, Patchy Flat, then known as Fighting Flat, was opened up, Gold was
discovered there in Kentish Gully by John and James Stretton in February 1862, and Scotty’s (Scotchman's)
Gully was prospected by William Mann soon after. In September 1862 Clovers Guily was opened by Robert
Clover, and there were rushes to the smaller gullies nearby - Spencer's, Hampshire and Middleton's, Very

large nuggets were found at Clover's Gully.2

Worked over a period of years as a series of small rushes eventually joining up to make a continuous lead
ruaning in to the true Patchy Flat nearthe railway line. Some shafts are up 1o 50 ft. deep. Fighting Flat was

named after being a popular place for early illegal boxing matches.

1865: Nuggets of 52 and 60 oz were found at a depth of 60ft. 4

1865: Originally and inappropriately known as Patchy Flat Rush, Caledonian Gully was opened by
MeDonnell and party in July 1865 who in their first hole found a nugget 156 oz.5

June 1859: Perseverance Reef [Dunolly] - 1 claims, 40yds aggregate length, yiclding 1 3/4 oz/ton. 6

1908: The new rush to Patchy Flat is situated about two miles 3.5.E of the township of Dunolly ... The ground is
a portion of the lead which was worked a number of years ago ... Thesinking is generally through clay, and the
sides of the shafts stand well without timber ... and is from 14 to 20 feet ... Two men c¢an bottom a shaft in two
days. Therearcabout 80 men on the fieid, and all the ground has been taken up in claims ... all the men working
on the lead are making wages, and some are doing considerably better. A load of washdirt yields from 6 to
1édwts of gold. The wash dirt varies from 1 foot to a few inches in thickness and the stones in it are generally
angular and sub-angular. It is puddledin a trough, then cradled, and panned off. At present there is sufficient

waler in the creek for these operations, and there aretwo large dams within a short distance of the claims. 7

DESCRIPTIONQF PHYSICAL REMAINS:

Some intact stretches of alluvial sinkings still survive aleng Patchy Flat, Also one puddler and dam site was
located along Patchy Creek, It lies 300m W of the main Dunolly-Maryborough road, opposite the turnoff to the
Dumolly tip. The puddler’s outer mound is about 8m wide, stands around 1.5m above ground level and has a
fresh-looking appearance. Despite its probable 20th century date, the puddler has suffered badly from erosion.
The puddlerhas a diameter of 6.7m (22 R} and its wooden post (85em high, 70cm diameter) still stands in the
central mound, The associated dam is about 60m wide. The puddler, although extremely eroded, would date to
the 20th-century.

On the opposite side of the track that passes close to the W side of the puddlerare the remains of a brick and
stone house. Alarge rubbish dump associated with this house contains 20th-century artefacts, some of which
date to the 1950s,

PHOTOS Photo t: puddler.

ARTEFACTS: None visible
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INTEGRITY/CONDITION. None

THREATS:

CULTURAL SIGNIFICANCE;
Partchy Hill and Flat workings have no historical significance, nor arethey especially representative. E

Significance  ranking: None

CONSERVATION POLICY:
None required

RECOMMENDATIONS FOR IMPLEMENTATION.
None

Assessor:  David Bannear Date: May 1991

Flett, 1879, pp.276-77
Flett, 1979, p.277
Tully, 1988, p.23 i
Tully, 1988, p.24 —,
Tuily, 1988, p.21

Mining Surveyors’ Reperts, June 1859, p15%

Records of the Geclogical Survey of Vie VI, part 4, p141 i

~N oo R WA -
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Slaughteryard Hill alluvial sinkings

SITE NO, & NAME: 028 SLAUGHTERYARD HILL ALLUVIAL SINKINGS
LOCATION: Slaughteryard Hill, Burnt Creek
DIRECTIONS: W side of Dunelly-Maryborough main road. Road to Municipal Tip runs along the

base of Slaughteryard Hill.

MAP/GRID REFERENCE:  Dunolly South 1:25000 - 448.148 (Slaughteryard Hill)

PARCEL NUMBER.: P122005
MUNICIPALITY. Shire of Bet Bet
LAND STATUS: Gravel Reserve

EXISTING HERITAGE CLASSIFICATION:  None

PRESENT MANAGEMENT/USE. LCC-NCE20

HISTORY.

1856/57. Slaughteryard Hill: There was another rush at Burnt Creek in February 1856, and later that year the
population was again down to 300, until the vast overflow from Dunolly rush, began, and there were 3000 at
Burnt Creek just before the discovery of Wild Dog Gully early in November 1856 ... Little Chinaman's Gully, a
continuation of Wild Dog, was also opened at this time .., Wilson's Leadwas also opened late in 1856, and the
whote gravel range south of the Burnt Creek, known generaly as the Hard Hills, but from west to east as

Goosebery, Spillers, Graveyardand Slaughteryard Hills werecovered by diggings early in 1857, 1

DESCRIPTION OF PHYSICAL REMAINS:

A small arca of relatively intact sinkings survives near the E side of the main Dunelly-Maryborough road.
Further in from the road the workings have been levelled and the area is now the site of the Dunolly tip.
Surviving remains are inconsistent with the nature and scale of the diggings as documented in the historical
record, Thediggings areneilher authentic nor representative.

PHOTOS: None taken

ARTEFACTS: None visible

INTEGRITY/CONDITION:  Poor

THREATS.

CULTURAL SIGNIFICANCE:
None

CONSERVATION POLICY:
None required

RECOMMENDATIONS FOR IMPLEMENTATION:
None

Assessor; David Bannear Date: May 1991

1 Flett, 1939, p. 276
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Bromley Cemetery & diggings

SITE NO. & NAME; 029 BROMLEY CEMETERY & DIGGINGS
LOCATION: Graveyard Hill, Burnt Creek
DIRECTIONS: 300m SE of Dunolly Municipal Dump

MAP/GRID REFERENCE:  Laanecoorie South 1:25000 - 452.145 (Bromley Cemetery)

PARCEIL NUMBER: P122039
MUNICIPALITY: Shire of Bet Bet
LAND STATUS: State Forest/Cemetery Reserve

EXISTING HERITAGE CLASSIFICATION: -

PRESENT MANAGEMENT/USE: LCC-NCE20

HISTORY:
1855: William Templeton’s camp was transferred from Moliagul to Burnt Creek (now Bromley) near Dunolly, 1

1856/57: Therewas another rush at Burnt Creek in February 1856, and later that year the population was again
down to 300, until the vast overflow from Dunally rush, began, and there were 3000 at Burnt Creek just before
the discovery of Wild Dog Gully early in November 1856 ... Little Chinaman’s Gully, a continuation of Wild
Dog, was also opened at this time ... Wilson’s Lead was also opened late in 1856, and the whole gravel range
south of the Bumt Creek, known generaly as the Hard Hills, but from west to east as Gooseberry, Spillers,

Graveyard and Slaughteryard Hills werecovered by diggings early in 1857, 2

1861: In August 1861 it was reported that a new lead of gold at Burnt Creek had been discovered by a digger
named Chipps ... the locality was Andersons Hill (Hicks) ...A large rush began, which established the town of
Bromley. The Chinese, who outnumbered the whites six to one on this rush, had all the ‘fancy ground’, and
opened the lower end of it, known as Hong Kong Lead, which was still being worked in May the following

ycar.3

Sept 1885: Thomas and son are getting payable quartz.#

DESCRIPTION OF PHYSICAL REMAINS:

This hill is now partly occupied by the Dunolly tip, but the Bromley cemetery survives. This cemetery is
located about 200m Eof the dump, Thecemetery is located on a small 30m-square fenced reserve. Three stone
headstones still stand:

Eliza Harse, 25 October 1857 - surroundedby cast iron fence.

fohn Cameron, 25 August 1858; manufacturer- Roberts & Co, 19 Lonsdale Street,

Thomas Sinnott, 24 August 1856.
Scattered around the reserve are at least 7 mounds or depressions suggesting graves, and 16 likely graves
outlined by small quartzlumps.
Some intact alluvial sinkings lie to the S of the cemetery reserve. These form part of the Bumt Creek diggings.

PHOTOS. Photo 1: Bromley Cemetery - 3 surviving head stones
Photo 2: Bromley Cemetery - stone outlines

AGE/DATING PHASE: 1855 - 20th century

ARTEFACTS. None visible

INTEGRITY/CONDITION: Good

THREATS:

INTERPRETATION OF PHYSICAL REMAINS:

Bromley cemetery and alluvial sinkings associated with working the Burnt Creek Lead, also known as Hong
Kong Lead.

CULTURAL SIGNIFICANCE:

The site has:
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Historical significance becauseit is:

a)} associated with an important event: Phase 1 of the Divisions’ mining history. A settlement
appears to have grown up here in 1855, when a Gold Commissioner’s Camp was established. The
township of Bromley later developed as the result of the great Burnt Creek rush.

b) part of a group or network of sites, the totality of which is considered to be significant, ie. the
cemetery's significance is enhanced by its contextual association with some well-defined alluvial
diggings in a side gully that leads into Burnt Creek. Although these diggings cannot be shown
to be original, they are certainly representative of the traditional method of alluvial mining in
the area,

Social significance because of the importance of the site to the local or wider community

Significance  ranking: Regional

CONSERVATION POLICY:

It is important to protect not only the cemetery, but the surrounding context of afluvial diggings. The two are
inextricably linked and are an evocative reminder of the reason for the cemetery’s siting and existence.

RECOMMENDATIONS FOR IMPLEMENTATION:

Cemetery and associated diggings should be protected.

Assessor:  David Bannear Date; May 1991
1 Cariess, 1883, p.21

2 Tully, 1988

3 Flett 1979, p.277

4 Mining Surveyors' Reports, September 1885
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Spiller’s Hill dredgedam

SITE NO. & NAME: 030 SPILLER’S HILL DREDGE DAM
LOCATION: Spiller’s Hill, Bromley
DIRECTIONS: About 200m S of the Bromley Cemetery is a dredgedam. The hopper and conveyor

are situated at the SE end of the dam.

MAP/GRID REFERENCE:  Laanecoorie South 1:2500 - 450.143 (Hopper and clevator, base of Spillers Hill)

PARCEL NUMBER: P122039
MUNICIPALITY. Shire of Bet Bet
LAND STATUS. State Forest

EXISTING HERITAGE CLASSIFICATION;  None

PRESENT MANAGEMENT/USE. LCC-NCE20

HISTORY.

1856/57: Therewas another rush at Burnt Creck in February 1856, and later that year the population was again
down to 300, until the vast overflow from Dunolly rush, began, and there were3000 at Burnt Creck just before
the discovery of Wild Dog Gully early in November 1856 ... Little Chinaman’s Gully, a continuation of Wild
Dog, was also opened at this time ... Wilson's Leadwas also opened late in 1856, and the whole gravel range
south of the Burnt Creek, known generaly as the Hard Hills, but from west to east as Gooseberry, Spillers,

Graveyardand Slaughteryard Hills werecovered by diggings early in 1857. !

1860s: Shown as Slaughteryard Hill on the Mines Department Map (see Maryborough Advertiser 15-6-1863).
James and Flora Spiller had a store on the hill here. The southern edge of the hill was worked in 1862 and
called the Canton Lead. A Chinese camp existed here. In 1864, Ah Sing found a 150 oz nugget on Spillers

Hill. ?

1861: The salvation of Dunoily in 1861 was once again, when things were blackest, achieved by a strike of
geld. Onthis occasion - on August 19th of that year - the strike was at Burnt Creek, when a lazy digger named
Chipps watched two Welshmen bottom a hole on Spiller's Hill alongside one he had parially dug. A new lead
was discavered ... The Great Burnt Creek Rush was the result, which was kept going by the perserving Chinese
often when almost abandoned by the Europeans, undoubtedly saved Dunolly as a town ... The town turned the
comner in 1861, In the next two years it consolidated itself, and for three years following this it reaped a rich

harvest for the re-discovery of old runs of gold ... the continuations of the Wet Leadand Old Lead 3

April 1862; Of a different type was the rush that occurredto Spillers Hill ... the hills to the west of Burnt
Creek - Spillers Hill, GraveyardHill (old burial ground), Slaughteryard Hill and Gooseberry Hill. On Spillers
Hill began the first concerted effort by experienced diggers (o trace a lead in this strata - [Pliocene beds of
walerworn stone, cemented together] - and the result was the weekly lists appearing in the Dunolly newspaper
of nuggets and yields of claims that became famous, In 1863 the Blue Jacket Claim was getting sometimes
upwards of 50 ounces per week, and the "Blue Jacket" nuggets were famous. Another claim was the
Switzerland, and another had the graceful name, The Rose of Denmark, In the Blue Jacket the wash was seven
feet thick and a regular ounce to the load was had for weeks and months. There were many claims on Spillers

held by Chinese, Other claims werethe Invincible, the Liverpool and Al Nations. 4

Dec 1862: the only place in the division, wheremachinery is employed in this branch [alluvial mining] is at
Spillers Hill and adjoining hilt. 3

1863: Atthe end of 1863 Spillers Hill wasbeing worked extensively and there weretwo engines of 24 and 22
h.p. 6

1905-1912 Bumt Creek Dredge Holes: This area was worked from 1905-1912 by the Burnt Creck Hydraulic
Sluicing Co. Every month they would clean up the sluice box which usually contained about 300 oz. Nuggets

were found readily including pieces of 24 and 40 oz, ”

4 Dec 1906: Burnt Creek Hydraulic Sluicing Co. - lowered barge into position. Boilers on barge, and now
fixing engines in position. Good supply of waterin damin Quaker's Gqu.8

29 Jan 1907: Burnt Creek Hydraulic Sluicing Co. - pumping plant understeam, and works well. Expect to have
dam full and start sluicing on 6th February next,
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1907: Watts and party opened a lead and caused a considerable rush just north of the Red Streak. 10

1909: Burnt Creek De. - Two puddling machines have been addedto the treatment plant. In the shallow
altuvial ground, leading into the deep leads, 15 parties have been engaged, employing 62 men... Severa] of
these parties have erected small eyanide plants in connection with their mines for the purpose of treating the

slum from the puddling machines, which is carefully stacked, and which was formerly lost onto the creeks or

scattered over the surface. !l

1910: Atthe Burnt Creek mine, progress has been slow, owing to the unevenness of the ground and the large
amount of water to deal with. 12

1911: Burnt Creek mine - prospects improving. 13

1913: Bumi Creek Co. closed down in the latter part of the year... The reason given is that developmental
work was not sufficiently advancedte allow the ground to drain and be workedto an advantage. The plant has

been sold off. 14

1917: The Dunolly pump dredge on Burnt Creek has treated a good deal of shallow wash, but the present
ground is hardly payable. 15

DESCRIPTION OF PHYSICAL REMAINS:

Surviving remains date to the 20th century, and represent at least two phase of alluvial mining.

Alluvial mining
Some gold workings arestill visible on this hill, but re-workings have levelled substantial areas. Also hillside

has been extensively surfaced. Althe base of the hill is a long, narrow dredge dam, at the E end of which is a
deseried pumping shed. The pipeline fromthis leads towards a mid-20th-century treatment plant consisting of
an iron-framed hopper and elevator, with a continuous canvas belt. Theiron framing is recyled railway line,
marked with the manufgcturer’s name and date: V. R. Krupp 1887. Below the conveyor are concrete footings in
which areset some iron framing. Scrap iron Hes around the site, including a section of what appears to be a
disused bucket chain from a dredge.

Several more dredgedams are situated further downstream,

PHOTOS, Photo 1: 20th-century treatment works - conveyor and ramp.
Photo 2 : Conerete footings
Photo 3 : Section of bucket chain.

ARTEFACTS. None visible

INTEGRITY/CONDITION:  Poor, diggings almost obliterated

THREATS.

CULTURAL SIGNIFICANCE;

The mid-20theentury machinery has little significance. The dredge dam, and ones located further downsteeam,
have already been identified as having high significance. The site has
Scientific significance because it represents an important mining technology
Social significance because of the importance of the site to'the local or widercommunity {indentified
in local tourist guidebooks)

Significance ranking: Regional

CONSERVATION POLICY.
Significance of the site comes mainly from the survival of several dredgedams along Burnt Creek.
RECOMMENDATIONS FOR IMPLEMENTATION:

Dredgedams be protected.

Assessor:  David Bannear Date; May 1991

i Tully, 1988
2 Tully, 1988, p.25
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Mining Surveyors’ Reports, Dec 1862
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Tully, 1988, p.26

Cunolly and Betbetshire Express , 4.12,1908
Dunolly and Betbetshire Express , 29.1,1907

Ftett, 1979, p.278

Mining Surveyors’ Reports, 1908
Mining Surveyors’ Reports, 1910
Mining Surveyors’ Reports, 1911
Mining Surveyors’ Reports, 1913
Flett, 1958
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Anderson’s Hill diggings

SITE NO. & NAME: 031 ANDERSON’S HILL DIGGINGS
LOCATION: Anderson’s Hill, Burnt Creek
DIRECTIONS: Immediately NBof Spillers Hill, Wof Dunolly-Bromley Read.

MAP/GRID REFERENCE:  Laanecooric South 1:25000 - 458.137 (Andersons Hill)

PARCEL NUMBER: P121970
MUNICIPALITY. Shire of Bet Bet
LAND STATUS: Combination of Freehold Land and Gravel Reserve

EXISTING HERITAGE CLASSIFICATION:  None

PRESENT MANAGEMENT/USE: -

HISTORY:

Aug 1861: The rush that saved Dunolly from possible obscurity took place at Burnt Creek, It began with a
digger named Chipps, who sank of Anderson’s Hill ... The lead was 60ft deep and was really wet and rather
poor, but as though every digger in the district believed it rich, a great rush set in and the shops were set up.
Another rush then started to thie junction of Wild Dog and Burnt Creek Leads and another rush began at
Warnecke's Flat and Dairy. The real lead on which the rush eventually based its existence began near Ah

Wing’s garden and became known as the Bullock's Flat Rush - the main rush. 1

186%: In August 1861 it was reported that a new lead of gold at Burnt Creek had been discovered by a digger
named Chipps ... the locality was Andersons Hill (Hicks) ...A large rush began, which established the town of
Bromley. The Chinese, who outnumbered the whites six to one on this rush, had all the ‘fancy ground’, and
opened the lower end of it, known as Hong Kong Lead, which was still being worked in May the following

year.2

August i861: The lead on this hill was called the North Wales Leadwhen discovered in August 1861. Between
T 4000-6000 miners were working nearby half of whom were Chinese. During the Burnt Creek Rush the town

here was a mile in length along the present road. It included several hotels, a chemist, photographer, coach

buiider and many more. The old mudbrick house still standing belonged to Adderton the local biacksmith. 3

Aug 1861: Burnt Creek Rush - there were 20 Europeans and about 300 Chinese on Anderson’s Point and the
lead was heading in the direction of Ah Wing’s garden, that was a quarter mile on the south side of the Burnt
Creek ... by September there were 2500 at the rush and a great rush was expected, gold being found in great
quantity - 400 te 500 ounces per week to the Dunolly banks alone before the rush started, being the Burnt
Creek yield. The wash on the main lead was 5ft thick and getting rich as it went. In October 1861, the real rush
was on, but tong before this the town of Dunolly was the scene of activity akin to the early days ... Two miles

of the street was laid out and named Anderson Street after the Gold Wardenof the time. 4

DESCRIPTION QF PHYSICAL REMAINS:

Little remains of the gold diggings on this hill. Workings have been levelled and quarried. The remains that
survive arenot authentically orrepresentative of the type of mining that once made Andersons Hill famous.

PHOTOS: None taken

ARTEFACTS: : None visible
INTEGRITY/CONDITION:  Poor

THREATS.

CULTURAL SIGNIFICANCE:
None

CONSERVATICNPOLICY:
None required

RECOMMENDATIONS FOR IMPLEMENTATION:
None
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Assessor:  David Bannear Date: May 1991

Flett, 19586
Flett 1979, p.277
Tully, 1988, p.26
Flett 1986
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Sydenham Co. mine

SITE NQO. & NAME: 032 SYDENHAM CO. MINE
LOCATION: QUAKER’S REEF
DIRECTIONS: At the head of Quakers Gully, east of main Dunolly-Maryberough road.

MAP/GRID REFERENCE:  Dunolly South 1:25000 -448.139

PARCEL NUMBER: P122036
MUNICIPALITY! Shire of Bet Bet
LAND STATUS: State Forest

EXISTING HERITAGE CLASSIFICATION;  None

PRESENT MANAGEMENT/USE. LCC- NCE20

HISTORY:

1854: By April 1854 there had been an increase in population at Burnt Creek, and there were 400 diggers there
in July. Digging was going on in Quaker’s Gully and two large nuggets werefound there in 1854... 1

1854:; This was a very rich gully. When found in 1854 it was one of the first major rushes in this area. There
were three hotels near the foot of the gully and Kirks crushing machine was just south of the bridge. The
Chinese camp was along Bumnt Creek. This areawas later dredgedand reclaimed ... The dredgedam was built to

supply additional waterto the Burnt Creek Dredge.?'

1857-69: Quakers Reef: Discovered in 1857 at Christmas time and was worked with good results, but was
abandoned owing to the high price of crushing at the time, but was re-opened on 30th March 1859 and was

doing well.?

1861: In Quakers Gully ...[Sydenham Reef]... discovered by Sydenham and party aboit 1st December 1861,
betweem Incheliffe and Quaker's Reefs, was yielding one ounce to the ton in Feb 1862, and 2 1/2 ounces to

the ton later in the year.4

31 May 1862: MrKirk's Crushing machine (recently brought from Cay's Diggings) has been erected on the
Burnt Creek Road, near the Chinese Camp. Theengine is of 16-horse power, and when in working will drive

fifteen head of stamps. 5
14 June [862: Paris Reef, Quaker's Gully - About 9 claims areat wark.6

26 July 1862: An important discovery has been made on the reef lately known as 'Murphys’ now christened
‘German’, situated in Quaker’s Gully, K appears that a party of Germans took up the prospecting claim,

which had been abandoned for nearly two years, about six week's ago. 7

1864: After being abandoned, new arrivals worked the reefin Nov 1864, but at this time the vein was thin and
the water difficult. 3

1865: In Augustthe St. David’s Co, took over the reefand installed machinery, their lease extending to 1868,
but the company had closed up before this expiry date. In 1868 Leakeand mate worked Quaakers Reef north of

the St. David’s site and a party - The "Working Miners" Co. were getting 1 1/2 oz/ton at 20ft on Quakers ...
The Yorkshire Reef (2 ozfton), the Holy Joe Reef (10oz/ton) and the Jasmine Reef (loz/ton} are close to

Quakers Reef and wereincluded a later lease of this areain Quakers Gully.9

Sept 1868: The Working Miners Company are raising stone from the 120-feet level, 10

1869: The well known Sydenham Co. leased this reef ...[Sydenham]... first on 31/8/1869, the 19 acres
including Quakers reef, also which this company worked.11

Dec1871: Sydenham Reef ... Dahl and party have crushed 32 tons, which yielded 430z 18dwts, 12

March 1873: Sydenham and Quakers Reef ... The Sydenham Company have commenced operations, and are
sinking amain shaft (7ft x 3f 6in) which is down 80 feet, They intend to sink to a depth of 200 feet, 13

March 1876: The Sydenham Co. arestill sinking the shaft ... it is now down 145 feet, 14
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Sydenham Co. mine

June 1878: The Sydenham Co. have completed sinking their shaft, which is now 200 feet and are cross
cutting. 15

June 1879: Sydenham Co, Dunolly ... The contractor is pushing on the work of the erection of the machinery
... Catehdams have been formed along the gathering ground of the fresh water dam, and tenders will be opened
next week for the construction of a salt water dam.

Sept 1879 ... their pumping, winding and crushing plant completed, and are engaged in the mine in driving
main levels at 200 feet, !

June 1880: Sydenham Co, Dunolly - This mine has lately been let on tribute to several parties, 17

Dec 1880: Sydenham Co., South Dunolly - have added considerably to their pumping machinery and are
sinking their shaft from 215 to 300 feet, 18

June 1882: Sydenham Co aresinking their main shaft to 400 feet ... The prospect of late in going north have
very much improved, 12

March 1884: ... have crushed 493 tons for 336 oz gold ... stone taken from the 400 foot level. 20

Sept 1885: They are now waiting on the arrival of a diamond drill on the ground to put down holes for the
purpose of ventifating part of the mine. 21

fune 1886: ...engaged extending the 400 and 500-foat levels. Ashaft is being sunk from the surface, west of
the main shaft, nearthe site of the diamond drill hale. 22

Dec 1887: ...prospecting continuing with good results. The results weredueto the timely assistance rendered
the company from the prospecting votes of 1886 and 1887; this alone prevented the cessation of mining

operalions.

The large tailing dam here is from the Sydenham Company Mine, which workedto 200 ft the Sydenham Reef.
This averaged 15 dwtiton. In drives from a lower level they also worked Quakers and Hincheliffe Reefs, 2%

DESCRIPTION OF PHYSICAL REMAINS:

Surviving remains are consistent with the historical information which shows that this reef was extensively
mined by the Sydenham Reef Company from 1869 to ¢.1887.

Mine site

Thesite is dominated by large, partially-quarried mullock and tailing heaps. The mullock heap is still being
quarried,but about half survives, measuring about 50m squareand standing to a height of about 12-15m. The
tallings heap, of which only about an eighth survives, would, in its original state, have covered an area of 50m
squareand stood to a maximum height of about Sm. In the surviving remnant of the tailing heap can be seen the
rusty profiles of several galvanised cyanide tanks.

The shaft (now filled) is located on the SE edge of the mullock heap. No sign is to be seen of any footings near
this shafi. Therehas been considerable bulldozing aroundthe shaft and mounds of brick (red, hand-made with no
frog) and stone rubble is all that is visible of the associated mining plant.

Twa dams are associated with the mine.

PHOTOS: Photo 1: Quarriedmullock heap
Photo 2: Quarriedtailing dump

ARTEFACTS ‘ Apart from building rubble, none visible

INTEGRITY/CONDITION:  Theintegrity of the mine is poor, although its general layout is still
recognisable.

THREATS: Quarrying has destroyed the mine site and its integrity to such an extent that it is
beyond saving.

CULTURAL SIGNIFICANCE.

The reefshows was not especially significant in terms of production levels, yields, machinery, or as a business
enterprise. Theoperation of the Sydenham Mining Co. did not significantly influence the Division's economic
development on any scale, Thesurviving remains are insufficient to make the site significant in terms of being
able to illustrate the workings of a late 19th-century quartzmine,
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Significance  ranking: None

Sydenham Co. mine

CONSERVATION POLICY:
None required

RECOMMENDATIONS FOR IMPLEMENTATION:

Nene

Assessor; David Bannear

Fiett, 1979, p.276
Tully, 1988, p.26
Flett, 1956
Flett, 1958

Flett, 1956
Flett, 1956
10 Mining Surveyors’ Reports,
n Flett, 1958
12 Mining Surveyors’ Reports,

WSO R W =

Date: May 1991

Dunolty & Burnt Cresk Express ,31.5.1862, p2
Dunolly and Burnt Creek Express , 14.8,1862
Dunolly & Burnt Creek Express , 26.7,1862, p2

Sept 1868

Bee 1871

13 Mining Surveyors’ Reports,March 1873
14 Mining Surveyors” Reports,March 18786

15 Mining Surveyors’ Reports,
16 Mining Surveyors' Reports,
17 Mining Surveyors’ Reports,
18 Mining Surveyors’' Reports,
19 Mining Surveyors’ Reports,
20 Mining Surveyors’ Reports,
21 Mining Surveyors’ Repaorts,
22 Mining Surveyors’ Reports,
23 Mining Surveycrs’ Reports,
24 Tully, 1988, p.26

June 1878

June and Sept 1879
June 1880

Dec 1880

June 1882

March 1884

Sept 1885

June 1886

Dec 1887
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Mother Chisholms reef & alluvial workings

SITE NO, & NAME; 033 MOTHER CHISHOLMS REEF & ALLUVIAL WORKINGS
LOCATION: Mother Chisholms Reef & Lead, Tarnagulla
DIRECTIONS: Travel N atong Burnt TreeGully Track. The mine is 400m SW of the junction with

Chisholms LeadTrack, Abush track, just S of Billy Goat Dam leads to the mine.

MAP/GRID REFERENCE:  Laanecoorie North 1:25000 - 556.252

PARCEL NUMBER: P124273
MUNICIPALITY: Shire of Bet Bet
LAND STATUS: State Forest

EXISTING HERITAGE CLASSIFICATION:.  None

PRESENT MANAGEMENT/USE: LCC- NCE21

HISTORY:

19thC: McMillan was the prospector of this rush, He also discovered the Cumberland Lead at Cays and
Chinamans Flat, Maryborough, before coming back to start a second rush at Chisholms Flat. Henamed it after
Mother Chishelm, who had a grog shop andbrothel in what had, before the rush, been an isolated part of the

rush. The lead was traced into Billy Goat Flat then lost. 1

1858: Mother Chisholms Reef: Gold was discovered near Janevale P.R. on the Loddon in 1858, at what
became known as Kayes Diggings, and between Kaye’s and Sandy Creek there were a series of discoveries in
1859, German Gully was opened by a German, and a digger named McMillan prospected Mother Chisholm’s
Gully. Cumberland Gully was also opened at this time, and Corfu Reef, named after Spero Corfu, a Greek.
lalian Gully, opened in 1856, wasalso rushedat this time and workedto Llanelly, and the third Hard Hill was

worked 2

Sept 185%: Stony Creek, Mother Chisholms, Ironbark and a few unnamed gullies towards the Loddon have an
aggregate population of about 250, very few of whom are doing well, 3

1906: It was rediscovered in 1906 ... but abandoned three months later when the Poseidon Rush broke out.

DESCRIPTION OF PHYSICAL REMAINS:

Unfortunately, no reference was foundto document the working of the reef. The physical remains suggest that
large-seale mining was not undertaken on the site. The presence of baltery remains suggests that there must
have been at least one crushing works erected on the site. The dump is not extensive, and is in keeping with
evidence that the reefwas only workedon a small seale. Further research needed. Both the mine workings and
the puddlerwould date to the 19th century.

Mine workings
The workings consist of 4 150m-long line of open cuts, shafts and small muliock heaps. Five of the shafis are

open and are fairly deep. Thereare several modern bore holes along the line of workings.

About 20m Wof the N end of the workings is a levelled areaon which stand several mounds of building rubble
{stone and mortar). Associated with these mounds aresome long depressions which may have a connection with
bedlogs for an engine or battery,

In a gully, 20m further W, is a puddlerand dam. The puddleris in a very poor condition. It is surrounded by an
outer mound of fresh-locking wash which stands, in some places, to a height of 1.5m and is 5-7m wide. The
puddleritsell is almost buried and has no central post. On the north side of the puddleris a loading ramp. On
the other side of the same gully is a spread of battery sand,

The gully runs towards Billy Goat Dam where it opens out into a wide flat. ‘The alluvial diggings in the flat
have so far escaped modern bulldozing and metal detecting operations.

PHOTOS. Phota 1: Looking S along the line of workings
ARTEFACTS . Apart from some building rubble, none visible.

INTEGRITY/CONDITION:  Thesite is a difficult one to interpret. The aliuvial workings near the reefare not
very well defined.

THREATS:
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Mother Chisholms reef & alluvial workings

CULTURAL SIGNIFICANCE.

The site has:
Scientific significance dueto the survival of a relatively intact line of shallow reef workings and

alluvial sinkings.

Significance  ranking: Local

CONSERYATION POLICY:
None required

RECOMMENDATIONS FOR IMPLEMENTATION:

Nene

Assessor: David Bannear Date: May 1991

1 Tully 1988, p46

2 Flett, 1979, p. 273

3 Mining Surveyors’ Reports, September 18%59,p. 13
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Corfu Reef mine werkings

SITE NO. & NAME: 034 CORFU REEF MINE WORKINGS
LOCATION: Corfu Reef, Tarnagulla
DIRECTIONS.: Located along Old Newbridge Road, 2km from its junction with Poseidon Road,

MAP/GRID REFERENCE:  Laanecoorie North 1:25000 - 556,280

PARCEL NUMBER: P124287
MUNICIPALITY. Shire of Bet Bet
LAND STATUS. State Forest

EXISTING HERITAGE CLASSIFICATION:  LCCstudy; McConville (1987)

PRESENT MANAGEMENT/USE: LCC-NCE21

HISTORY:

Corfu Reef is situated near, and west from, the north-west comer of allotment 10, section B, Parish of
Tarnagulla, and close to the Newbridge-Tarnagulla Road. A co-operative party successfully worked the formation
in the early days, but the complete recordsof the yields, the extent of operations, and the structure of the lodes

arenot obtainable. It is believed that the Corfushafts is less than 300ft in depth.

1859: Corfu, Halfway and Maiden Gully Leads were worked, ‘halfway’ between Sandy Creek and Newbridge,
and became known as the Tarnagulla diggings, from John Catto's Tarnagulla Station on the Loddon. Sandy

Creek was first called Tarnagulla in 1860, 2 ’

This is a very rich reef worked for many years and it is apparently the source of two significant leads, Tt was
discovered by Spero Corfu and party in 1859. William Stubbs had the Rising Sun Hotel on the Newbridge

Road near here.>
June 1859: CorfuReef [Sandy Creek] - 2 claims, 70yds aggregate length, yielding 3 to 17 oz/ton. 4

Oct 1859: the mining surveyor notes in his reports that the Corfuaverage had dropped from 20 oz. to 5 oz. to
the lon ... the greatest depth obtained being 179 feet. They erected machinery, but failed to do much good, and
in the early sixtics the machinery was sold to Maxwell's Company, at Inglewood. The ciaim north of the

Corfu, known as Garibaldi, produced284 oz. from 331 tons of quartz, or an average of 17 dwtto the ton. 5

10 April 1863: Tamagulla - There are some expectation that the Corfu reef claims would once more change
hands, but the negociations have closed, and shareholders have decidedupon sinking forty feet deeper, and then

driving north and south. 6

Oct 1865: Tarnagulla, The NewDarling Q.M. Co., CorfuReef ..., chairman congratulated the shareholders upon
the improved prospects of the mine owing to the discovery of arich reefat 180f ... One engine fot baling and

winding is at work at the main shaf, which is 200ft decp.’

Dec 1865: New Darling Q M Co., Corfu Reef - The mine is worked to a depth of 1878 by the aid of a steam
engine used for baling & win ding ... Thereis another kiln of quartz nearly completed, which will be burnt and

crushed in a few days.8

?71865: Tarnagulla; New Darling Q M Co, The length on the reef’s course is 220yds, by 110yds wide, and
contains an areaof 4 1/2 acres, Therearetwo workable shafis on the ground, the main shaft and No 1 south. The
machinery is one horizontal engine used for baling & winding; cylinder 8 1/2 inches; 22 inch stroke: one
boiler, 12ft by 3ft. The whole stands about 70f west of the main shall. The winding is done with the usual rope
and bucket. The ground was formerly known as the Greeks Prospecting Claim; one crushing of 30 tons yielded

as high as 1030 ozs, ofgold.9

Dec 1867: The Garibaldi Company are working on a block of stone 14 feet in width, 19
June 1868: The Garibaldi Company are raising quartz from the 160 feet level, where the reefis 4 feet thick...
They arcalso sinking anew shaft at the exireme north of their ground, and at 42 feet struck very payable stone,

when the ground adjoining was immediately taken up, and a company formed called the *Last Chance’. They
started a shaft, and at 29 feet struck a reef5 feet thick.
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Corfu Reef mine workings

Manchester Co., south of the Garibaldi, are sinking a new shaft to get in to the stone worked by the latter
company. 11

Dec 1870: Onthe Corfuline of reef, the Manchester, Garibaldi and Last Chance Companies are endeavouring to
come Lo terms for the amalgamation of their properties. 12

June 1871: TheManchester, Garibaldi, and Last Chence Companies, on the Corfu Reef, are about amalgamating
their several leases; when this is effected powerful draining machinery is at once to be erected, 13

Dec 1871: The Corfu Reef Company (late the Manchester and Garibaldi ground) have their new and powerfu!
machinery nearly erected, and expect 1o start work in the mine in January. Men are employed preparmg the

shaft, and are now putting down the pipe. 14

March 1872; The Corfu Company have completed the erection of their machinery and pumped the mine out, and
started sinking the shaft deepcr.ls

June 1873: Corfu Reef - The Corfu Company have been working during the quarter, but without finding any
payable stone, and have stopped work. 10

1894 In his report (No, 11) on Neglected Gold Fields" 1894, D.B.Waslker states: "This reef (the Corfu) yielded
handsomely from the surface, one crushing of 300 tons in the original Prospector's claim giving 3,600 ozs. of

gold; and 53 tons of quartztaken from the 9 to 35ft from the surface yielded 1,075 ozs. 17

1896-1947; The Lianelly shafl is situated about 740 feet north from the Corfu shaft. Tt was sunk to a depth of
220 feet during or just prior to 1896. The Garibaldi shaft les about 40 feet north from the Corfu shaft, but its
depth is unknown, A quarizreef35 feet wide outcrops about 200 feet south of the Llanelly shaft. Tts well defined
walls have been partly surfaced-stoped, while the main body of quartz remain intact ... It is likely that this
formation was worked from the Llanelly shaft. Counciller A. Green, of Llanelly, who was employed at this mine
during the final stages of its operations, informed me that, at that time, 200 loads crushed for 200 ozs. of gold,
and that the average prior to this period was one ounce to the load ... any future work could be best done by

reconditioning the Llanelly shaft, which should not be a difficult problem. !

DESCRIPTIONOF PHYSICAL REMAINS:

Multi-phased site:

1859-early 1860s: Reef discovered, extremely rich, machinery installed but removed in the early
1860s.

1865: NewDarling Q. M. Co.

1867: Garibaldi Co. working the reef, their shaft located 40 feet north of the Carfu
shaft,

1871 Amalgamation of several lease, and the erection of pumping machinery

1873 work ceased

1896: Lianelly mine operation. Theirshaft located 740 ft north of the Corfumine

post 1947 Possibility of resumption of prospecting from Llanelly shaft.

Mining Site No. }: remains of the Corfu Reef mine. The machinery remains most probably relate to relate to
late 1860s/early 1870s mmmg operations.

Mine Site No. 2 : remains of Llanelly mine which operated ¢. 1896, and probably re-opened ¢.1947. The
machinery footings most probably relate to the latter,

Mine/machinery site No 1 : On the Wside of the roadis an intact mullock heap which measures about 30 x 25m
al the base and stands to a height of 5-8m. Between this heap and the road is the mine's main shaft (now filled
in). l4m Eofthe shaft is ascaiter of redbricks and one stone and mortar engine mounting block, The engine
foundation is almost buried, but measures approximately 1.25m (4ft) x 3.7m (12ft). Alarge dam lies to the SW
of the mine.

Second machinery site No 2 : 200m down the roadto the NBis a second dam. This arca is being developed as a
picnic spot. On the NW comer of the dam is a shafl and concrete footings. The shaft has a concrete bailing
tank, 15 sealed with wooden planks and fenced off. Two conerete pads lie 4m SE of the shaft.

Surface stoping : Between the two machinery sites, along the line of workings that connect the two sites, is a
fenced-off section of surface stoping.

PHOTOS: Photo 1: Stone engine mounting block - mine site No 1
Photo 2: Intact mullock heap, facing NW- mine site No 1
Photo 3: Concrete footings and fenced off shaft, facing NE- mine site No 2
Photo 4 : Looking down into stoping

ARTEFACTS: None visible
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CorfuReef mine workings

INTEGRITY/CONDITION:  Poor

THREATS:

CULTURAL SIGNIFICANCE.

The site has:

Historical significance becauseit is:
part of a group or network of sites, the totality of which is considered to be significant (Sites 034
& 035)
associated with an impoertant historic event, ie. the Great Depression (appears to have been the !
site of Sustenance camp

Scientific significance because of its ability to answer specific archaeological research questions. L

The remains of the Sustenance Camp help to document the nature and distribution of this type of site

and thus hold significance for future research. !

Significance ranking; Regional

CONSERVATION POLICY: 1

The significance of the site lies in its ability to illustrate a chronology of events, and any future work should
not interfere with this.

RECOMMENDATIONS FOR IMPLEMENTATION:
The site is to be protected. The site appears to be underno immediate threat, but should be menitored and,

should circumstances change, protective measures be implemented. This site should be surveyed in more detail
50 as lo ascertain the scale of the settlement and extent of surviving alluvial workings

Assessor:  David Bannear Date: May 1991

1 Mining and Geological Journal, March 1947, p31 -
2 Flett, 1979, pp. 272-3 -
3 Tully, 1988, p, 50

4 Mining Surveyors” Reports, Jupe 1859, p.15

5 Mining and Geological Journal, March 1847, p31

6 Dunolly and Burnt Creek Express , 10.4.1863,p. 3

7 Dickar's Mining Record , 17/10/1865

8 Dicker’s Mining Record , 21/12/1865

] Dicker’s Mining Record , Vol 86,1865 . EF
10 Mining Surveyors’ Reports, December 1867

11 Mining Surveyors’ Reports, June 1868

12 Mining Surveyers’ Reports, December 1870

13 Mining Surveyars’ Reports, June 1871

14 Mining Surveyors’ Reports, December 1871

15 Mining Surveyors’ Reports, March 1872

16 Mining Surveyors’ Reports, June 1873

17 Mining and Geological Journal, March 1947, p31 L.
18 Mining and Geological Journal, March 1247, p32 11
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Halfway Diggings settlement

SITE NO. & NAME; 035 HALFWAY DIGGINGS SETTLEMENT
LOCATION: Corfu Reef, Tarnagulla
DIRECTIONS. Corfu Reef, on the W side of the dam associated with the earliest machinery site

MAP/GRID REFERENCE, Laanecoorie North 1:25000 - 556.280

PARCEL NUMBER: P124287
MUNICIPALITY: Shire of Bet Bet
LAND STATUS: State Forest

EXISTING HERITAGE CLASSIFICATION:  LCCstudy; McConville (1987)

PRESENT MANAGEMENT/USE: LCC-NCE21

HISTORY:

1859: Corfu, Halfway and Maiden Gully Leads were worked, ‘halfway’ between Sandy Creek and Newbridge,
and became known as the Tarnagulla diggings, from John Catto’s Tarnagulla Station on the Loddon. Sandy

Creek was first called Tarnagulla in 1860. t

1859: The workings here were originally called Tamagulla Diggings. Their richness became so well known
that the nearby town of Sandy Creek changed its name to Tarnagulla, This area was then called Halfway. The
Halfway Leadis fed by many different (and rich?) gullies,

In October 1859 a 109 oz nugget was found at Halfway, where 1000 miners wereworking,

Joseph Foo hada hotel at the rush here ... After the main rush to Halfway was over, those that remained to

work the minor gullies and open the reefs weremainly Greeks and [talians. 2

This is a very rich reef worked for many years and it is apparently the source of two significant leads. It was
discovered by Spero Corfuand party in 1859. William Stubbs had the Rising Sun Hotel on the Newbridge Road
near here. Hesoon built a second Rising Sun Hotel closer to Tamnagulla in what became known as Stubbs Gully.
His wife Catherine took charge of the Corfu premises, it being referredto as The Old Rising Sun Hotel. By 1869
business had wanedand she moved the hotel to the main road midway between Tamagulla and Llaneily. Ancther

lady, Emily Johnston, ranthe CorfuHotel here from 1871-1892, 3

DESCRIPTION QF PHYSICAL REMAINS:

Acroad runs along the W side of the dam associated with the earliest machinery site that survive on Corfu Reef.
On both sides of this road, along a stretch of about 150m, arethe remains of several structures. Nearest to the
damarethe remains of a number of low stone walls and some aloe plants. Associated with the stone structureis a
spread of 19th century thick bottle glass. Theremains areconsistent with there being the site of a 19th century
hotel.

Aleng further are several brick fireplaces, some of which areassociated with sections of brick flooring, Around
these probable tent sites are dumps and scatters of rusty food and tobacco tins, billies and fragments of working
boots, A brief survey put the number of possible tent sites at 20-30. Thesettlement remains appears to relate to
two different time periods. Thestone footings may well belong to a hotel built near the reefin 1871, and which
operated until 1892. The brick-floored tent sites are probably what survives of a sustenance camp (1930s),

Both appear to have been established because of the alluvial lead associated with Corfu Reef, first opened up in
the 1860s by a large rush which became known as the Tarnagulla or Halfway Diggings.

PHOTOS: Photo 1: Aloes and stone walls,
Photo 2 : Dumgpoftins and brick fireplace
Photo 3 : Tent site - brick flooring
ARTEFACTS: Rubbish dumps associated with 19308 camp
INTEGRITY/CONDITION:  Despite some bottle hunting, tents sites and hotel still relatively intact,

THREATS: Continuation of bottle/treasure hunting

CULTURAL SIGNIFICANCE:

The site has:
Historical significance becauseit is:
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Halfway Diggings seftlement

a) part of a group or network of sites, the totality of which is considered to be significant (sites
034 & 033)

b) associated with an important historic event, ie. the Great Depression (appears to have been the
site of Sustenance camp

Scientific significance because of its ability of the site to answer specific archacological research

questions, The remains of the Sustenance camp help to document the nature and distribution of this

type of site and thus hold significance for futureresearch.

Significance  ranking; Regional

CONSERVATION POLICY:

The significance of the site lies in its ability to illustrate & chronology of events, and any future work should
not interfere with this,

RECOMMENDATIONS FOR IMPLEMENTATION:
The site appears to be under no immediate threat, but should be monitored and, if circumstances change,

prelective measures should be implemented. This site should be surveyed in more detail, so as to ascertain the
scale of the settlement and extent of surviving alluvial workings.

Assessor:  David Baanear Date: May 1991
1 Flett, 1979, pp. 272-3

2 Tully, 1988, p50

3 Tully, 1988, p, 80
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Site Gazetteer: Dunolly Mining Division Site 036

SITE NO. & NAME: 036 STAR REEF MINE SITE
LOCATION; Star Reef, Tarnagulla
DIRECTIONS: Travel approx. 1.5km along the first bush track that leads from W side the Oid

Newbridge Road, § of the dam associated with first mine/machinery site at the
Corfumine (Site 034}, This track leads to the damand mine site on Star Reef.

MAF/GRID REFERENCE:  Inglewood South 1:25000 - 558.291

PARCEL NUMBER: P124287
MUNICIPALITY: Shire of Bet Bet
LAND STATUS: State Forest

EXISTING HERITAGE CLASSIFICATION:  None

FPRESENT MANAGEMENT/USE: LCC- NCE21

HISTORY.

Dec 1867: Star Reef Company ... sinking a new shaft. 1

June 1876: Star Reel ... has again been taken up by Mr. J, Watkins, who has excavated and formd a large water
dam, and promises to remove his crushing works from Lianelly to this place. 2

June 1885: Kangaroo Company, Cays Diggings...have purchased a crushing plant at Halfway. They arc now
putling it in repair and will shortly commence crushing. 3

Jan 1891: Atthe Halfway Star Battery last week...

DESCRIPTION OF PHYSICAL REMAINS.

The survwmg remains are consistent with the historical information c¢ollected for the site:
Star Reef was only mined on a very small scale - this s in accord with the size of the mullock heap
and workings.
Star Reef was the location of a public crushing works which catered for many of the surrounding
reefs. This is borne out again by the smallness of the mullock heap/workings in comparison with
the extraordinary extent of the tailing heaps.
The mullock heap probably relates to the Star Company's operations in the late 1860s; and the battery and bulk
of the tailings 1o a public crushing works erectedin 1876, which operated untii at least 1891.

Mine/machinery site : The track into the mine site passes by a dam, 100m B of which is a high mullock heap.
This heap is intact, with a diameter of 12m and standing to a height of 8-10m. In almost ali directions from this
mullock heap are extensive dumps of battery sand.

On the Eside of the mullock heap arethe remains of 5 battery stumps and impressions in the associated
concrete footings of a further 4 stumps, suggesting 15 head of stamps. On the S end of the line of stumps is a
single bedleg with iron mounting bolts protruding. Thereis also a depression of a second bed log - the wood
has rotted away, leaving only the iron belts remaining. The surviving red gum bedlog measures 2.6m long X
35em square, Thereis a spread of redbricks (handmade, no frog) near the S end of the battery.

Cyanide vats: 40m SEcf the mulleck heap are the remains of 3 circular cyanide vats. The sides of the vats are
lined with galvanised iron and the vats arealmost buriedby drifting battery sand.

19th-century dump: Bottle-hunting Nof the damhas exposed 19th-century ceramics and bottle glass,

House site on private land: 100m Wofthe dam, in a open paddock, are the remains of a stone and brick house.
All that survives is a spread of building material and some pepper and fruit trees. Some of the stone and brick
waork has recently been removed,

PHOTOS: Fhoto 1: Battery stumps and engine bed log
Photo 2! Engine bed logs
Photo 3: Remains of cyanide vats
Photo 4: Showing removal of last of the stone and bricks from the house site.

ARTEFACTS! Apart from building material, none visible

INTEGRITY/CONDITION:  Asthe site of a central crushing works, it still retains integrity dueto the
immensity of relatively untouched tailing heaps and mine workings.
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$ite Gazetteer: Dunolly Mining Division Site 036

THREATS: Removal of the battery sands and mine workings are the greatest threats to the
fabric and integrity of the site,

CULTURAL SIGNIFICANCE:

The site has:

© Historical significance becauseit represents a sequence of uses or functions over time. The site is the
only survivor of the Division's numerous 19th-century public crushing works., The relative size of
the intact mullock heap and extensive tailing dumps, and the battery site, evocatively illustrate the
scale of operations undertaken on the site. Thesite’s significance is also enhanced by its ability to
illustrate a chronology of events: from quartz mine, through public crushing works, to cyaniding
operations.

Significance  ranking: Regional

CONSERVATION POLICY:

The site’s significance comes from the survival of intact mullock heaps and tailing dumps, associated with a
baltery site. Therelative size ol the dumps clearly illustrates the site’s history as a failed quartz mine, but as a
successful public crushing works. Any work carried out in future should not be to the detriment of this
iHustrative ability.

RECOMMENDATIONS FOR IMPLEMENTATION:

Protection of the site from any fulurequarrying of the tailing and mullock heaps.

Assessor;  David Bannear Date: May 1991
1 Mining Surveyors’ Reports, Dec 1867

2 Mining Surveyors’ Reports, June 1876

3 Mining Surveyors’ Reports, June 1885

4 Dunolly and Burnt Creek Express , 26171891
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Site Gazetteer: ODunolly Mining Division Site 037

SITE NO. & NAME: 037 HELLAS REEF
LOCATION: Lianetly
DIRECTIONS: 0.5 km SEof Llanelly. Leaving Llanelly on the main road to Bendigo, take the

first bush track on the S side.

MAP/GRID REFERENCE:  Inglewood South 1:25000 - 556.301

PARCEL NUMBER: -
MUNICIPALITY: Shire of Bet Bet
LAND STATUS: Freechold Land

EXISTING HERITAGE CLASSIFICATION:  None, but some notoriety as it was opened and worked
exclusively foratime by a party of Greeks.

PRESENT MANAGEMENT/USE: -

HISTORY:
Sept 1859: Discovered this month ... near Corfu Reef. !
March 1861: ... being profitably worked.2

Sept 1870: Hellas Reef has been let on tribute, 3

June 1871: Bonsfield lease, on Hellas Reef, is idle at present ...[Dec]... Hellas Company, the mine is let on
tribute. Bellfield Company areabout letting their ground on tribute. 4

DESCRIPTION OF PHYSICAL REMAINS:

Dueto quarrying or bulldozing, little remains of the mine workings or machinery.
PHOTOS: None

ARTEFACTS ! None visible

INTEGRITY/CONDITION:  Poer

THREATS. The mine workings are past being threatened,

INTERPRETATION OF PHYSICAL REMAINS.:
The surviving workings have been diminished to such an extent that they lack the ability to effectively
iltustrate what occurredon the site.

CULTURAL SIGNIFICANCE:

Discussions with a local historian, John Tully, suggests that this site holds some historical signficance as one
of the few quartzreefs in Australia which was exclusively worked by miners from Greece. Unfortunately, the
remains do not bear out this connection, and therefore hold little local signficance.

Significance  ranking: None

CONSERVATION POLICY:
None required

RECOMMENDATIONS FOR IMPLEMENTATICON:
None

Assessor:  David Bannear Date: May 1991

Mining Surveyors’ Reports, Sept 1858
Mining Surveyors’ Reports, March 1861
Mining Surveyors’ Reports, Sept 1870
Mining Surveyors’ Reports, June & Dec 1871

BoW N -
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Linger & Die settlement

SITE NO, & NAME; 038 LINGER & DIE SETTLEMENT
LOCATION; Linger & Die Lead, Llanelly
DIRECTIONS: 0.5 km SEof Llanelly. Leaving Llanelly on the main road to Bendigo, take the

first bush track on the S side.

MAP/GRID REFERENCE:  Inglewood South 1:25000 - 556.301

PARCEL NUMBER: -
MUNICIPALITY: Shire of Bet Bet
LAND STATUS: Freehold land

EXISTING HERITAGE CLASSIFICATION:  None

PRESENT MANAGEMENT/USE.: Pastoral

HISTORY:

No references were found for this  occupation site, but the dumps of rubbish suggest it was a Sustenance camp
{1930s)

DESCRIPTION OF PHYSICAL REMAINS:

In the gully that runs along the bush track aresome alluvial sinkings, and on the bushy hillside that one passes
through to get to the Hellas Reefareat least 5 stone fireplaces and dumps of rusty food and tobacco tins. Also
some more fireplaces on the other side of the gully, close to the track that leads to Llanelly. The artefacts
suggests this is a 1930s camp.

PHQTOS: None taken

ARTEFACTS: 1930s rubbish

INTEGRITY/CONDITION: :I'hc siFa of the 20th-century camp and alluvial sinkings still retain some
integrity.

THREATS:

CULTURAL SIGNIFICANCE.:

The site has:

* Historical significance becauseit is associated with an important event, ie, the Great Depression.
Scientific significance because of its ability to answer specific archaeological research questions.
The remains of the Sustenance camp help to document the nature and distribution of this type of site
and thus hold significance for futureresearch.

Significance  ranking:  Local

CONSERVATION POLICY:

None requied

RECOMMENDATIONS FOR IMPLEMENTATION.

None :

Assessor:  David Bannear Date: May 1991
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Great Sandstene mine

SITE NO. & NAME; (39 GREAT SANDSTONE MINE

LOCATION: Great Sandstone Reef, Llanelly

DIRECTIONS: Located on a Bush Reserve, 0.5km Nof Llanelly, on the Eside of the main road to
E Bridgewater.

MAP/GRID REFERENCE:  Inglewood South 1:25000 -556.315

PARCEL NUMBER: P124290
MUNICIPALITY: Shire of Bet Bet
LAND STATUS. Unreserved Crown Land

EXISTING HERITAGE CLASSIFICATION:  LCCstudy; McConville (1987)

PRESENT MANA GEMENT/USE. LCC-NCL102

HISTORY:

. 1860s: The Sandstone Reef was worked by James Watkins, who formed a company in the 1860s. From this
- reefabout 10,000 oz was obtained. Later,a company fleated in London sank the two main shafts both to 600

fi. No rich stone was discovered and after spending £50,000 the company went broke, 1

Dee 1867 The South Sandstone Company aresinking their shaft 20 feet deeper. The prospectors are sinking
a watcr-shaft 300 feet deep, the last three months work has given them £1000 clear.
The Victoria Company, north of the prospectors, have just finished crushing 200 loads, yielding loz. per

load, 2

June 1868: South Sandstone Company have 70 tons of quartz on the surface ... The victoria Company are
3

erecting powerful pumping and winding machinery.
Sept 1868: Victonia Company are working a reefas from from 260 to 280 feet ... No stene has been crushed
since the erection of their new pumping machinery, The adjoining company north, the Prince of Wales Co.,

have a reefat a depth of 180 feet ... they arenow crushing. 4

March 1870: South Sandstone Company have crushed during the quarter 160 loads of stone for 26oxs. 9dwts
... The main shall has been sunk a further depth of 50ft {making it 362 feet deep) ... The holder of the
prospecting claim have sunk their main shafi 60t deeper making it 375 feet ... In ancther month the

company will declarea dividend.?

Dec 1870: Victoria Company ... have been crushing very good stone during the last quarter, and are now
removing their engine to their new shaft, which is being sunk, and is at present down 285 feet ... The
Princess Royal, Prince Alfred, and Prince Patrick Companies, north of the Victoria Company, have found it

necessary to suspend operations until the Vietoria's shaft is sunk sufficiently to drain their mine. 6

March 1871: At Llanelly several men are employed on the Sandstone line of reef ... most of the companies on
this line have recently been employed sinking new shafts, removing machinery ete. They are now about to

commence raising quartz, and have excellent prospects.

June 1871 The South Sandstone Company's tributers have had a crushing, which gave a payable return. The
prospects are pood, but work cannot be carried on at the lower level before the adjoining companies
commence to pump. Watkin's lease is not being worked al present, as crushing machinery is being erected,
The Victoria Company aresinking their new shaft, which is down 360 fect, the water being heavy, the ground
hard. Ten men are employed by the company.

Princess Royal Company ... Themen from the Victoria Company are working from this company’s shaft,
Work at the lower level cannot be carriedout until the Victoria Co’s shafi is down and draining commenced,
The Prince Alfred and Prince Patrick Companies arenot working, as they are waiting for the south companies

to start pumping, when they will at once work. 8

Sept 1871 Victoria Company, the new shaft is down 395 feet, and 25 feet more is yet to be sunk,
Princess Royal Co. - are going to increase their capital by issuing new shares, and have called tenders for

sinking the shaft to 400 feet,®

March 1872: South Sandstone - let on tribute.
Watkin's Prospecting claim - crushing carried on by day only, and 12 men employed.
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Great Sandstone mine

Victoria Company - 14 men at work
Princess Royal - aresinking a new shaft to the west,

Prince Allred and Prince Patrick Companies areabout to amalgamate and erect pumping machinery. 10

June 1872: South Sandstone Tribute Co. are working on payable stone.Golden Hope Tribute Co. - This
company has Watkin’s mine on tribute, and areworking at the 400 foot level, 11

fune [874: The Victoria Company have been breaking out stone from the 500-foot level, and have left a
portion of their ground on tobute, 12

June 1876: Star Reef ... has again been taken up by Mr, J, Watkins, who has excavated and formed a large
waler dam, and promises to remove his crushing works from Llanelly to this place. 13

Sept 1885: Acompany is being formedto work the once famous Sandstone Reefat Llanelly, 14

Feb [891: floating of the well known Sandstone claim, Lianelly, on the English market, The new company
has to place £10,000 in the bank, for the purpese of buying efficient machinery - pumping, winding and

crushing ...the fact that the work is to be resumed means a renewal of prosperity for Lianelly. 15

23 August 1892, The Great Sandstone United Gold Mines Syndicate Ltd., London & Melbourne.

... this is a company established upon a capital subsribed in England, and is what is now commenly known as
an English Company. Secondly, the management have introduced a new pump, known as the "Otis" to
combat the heavy flow of water which has invaded the mine years ago and prevented its then lucky possessors
from further prosecuting their labors of revealing the wealth known to exist, The Otis pump shows a
remarkable development in the history of science as applied to mining. It is claimed on the most substantial
grounds that it is a wonderful advance upon the pumps previously in use in mining operations, having an
extraordinary advantage to the benefit of mining companies in first cost and in greater efficiency of working,
combined with saving of fuel.

... this mine ... situated a little to the north-cast of the small township of Llanelly (known in the early days as
Maiden Town and New Chum) on what is known as the Sandstone Reef and Watkins' claim. The lease also
includes the Old Victoria Company's ground, the Princess Royal, South Sandstone, Prince Alired, and
workings, us well as the once famous Hellas Reef, in all an areaof 60 acres.

The present machinery is fixed on the site of the Victoria Company's shafi, which is 500 feet deep.
Operations in this shaft were discontinued through a sericus breakage of the machinery years ago, at which
time the mine became swamped, the tools, trucks, ete, were inundated, and remain in the workings to the
present lime. The Victaria Company was floated as a No Liability company in 1867, and ceased operations in
1874, having declaredin dividends during that period a sum of £15,000 without making a single call.

The Sandstone Reef was discovered, or developed, by the late James Watkins and his son Willlam, two
Tarnagulla miners, early in the year of 1863. It was, however, in the first place discovered by the late Mr
Gerrandof Newbridge, and originally called the Scotchman’s Reef ... It was worked by them Watkins' with but
very moderate results till the year 1867 when it began to bloom and boom ... The year 1868 saw the best of
those prospects as faras the lucky pair were concerned. Subsequently water, and heavy water too, had to be
contended with and machinery had to be purchased and erected and that which had previously been worked
comparatively inexpensively, now became an expensive undertaking, but not before its fortunate possessors
had won from it no less a sumthan £52,000. From 26,000 tons of stone a returnof 13,170 ounces of gold was
obtained. :

We have not been able to secure full returns from all the mines included in the present company’s lease, but
the following have been collected from the Government surveyor's reperts available [June 1868 to March

1873 - 25,588 tons for 14,343 ozs of gold, or an average of 11 dwis 5 grs per ton] 1©

April 1894: The Great Sandstone Company's Mine, Llanelly - The contractor, MrJorgensen, is making good
progress with his contract for erecting the engine to work the Cornish pumps which are being put in to
replace the Otis pump. There is no doubt that the Comish pump should have been put in the first instance
instead of spending a vast amount of money on pumps which have proved complete failures and have had to
be removed at great cost to the company. Unfortunately, the trouble did not end here. The directors were
persuadedby the Otis Co. to get one of their Ball Mill crushers. Subsequent results have proved this likewise
te be a failure. The management have crushed 5 tons of quartz and 15 tons of tailings from which good
prospects wereobtained, for a yield of 1 1/2 ounces of gold for the lot; and this underthe superintendence of
Mr. Brown, one of the experts in the employ of the Otis Company. 10 tons of tailings from the Hellas Reef
werethen crushed without the use of silver on the amalgamating tables, From this parcel they obtained about
1/2dwt of gold altogether, though the prospects in the tailings showed 2 to 3dwts of loose gold to the load. §
tons of stone werethen operated on from the Princess Royal shaft without the use of silver, and the result was
about 1dwt of gold from the lot. ... Since then the company has removed the concentrating tables and erected
splendid tables and copper plates, They then crushed 24 tons of quartz for the tributors, caleined, and obtained
10z 3 1/2dwts of gold; and even this hadto be sent to Mr. Spargo’s works at Golden Squareto be treated as it
could not be amalgamated by the ordinary process. 56 tons of the same quality stone were then forwardedto
Mr. Clark’s battery at Baglehawk. This returned 120zs, 15dwts. of smelted gold ... The Company are now on

the right track. They are putting in a Cornish Lift and have purchased a battery, 17
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Great Sandstone mine

Oct 1896: Black Horse and Sandstone Gold Reefs - Llanelly, Princess Royal shaft sunk 7R. New battery site
ready. Main shaft sunk 12 feet. Contract let for the erection of additional 20 head battery. 18

April 1898: The Great Sandstone Company is busy cutting down the present shaft, with & view of sinking
decpcr.lg

DESCRIPTION OF PHYSICAL REMAINS:

Multi-phased site:

1867/68: Reefbeing workedby South Sandstone, Victoria and Prince of Wales Companies,

1871 Other companies working the reefincluded Princess Royal, Prince Alfred and Prince Patrick.
1874: mining ceased

1891: Great Sandstone Company floated on English market and new machinery installed,

1894: Otis pumps replaced by Cornish pumps; Ball crushing mills replaced by battery

1896: 20 head battery installed at Princess Royal's shaft

Most of the remains after to date from the 1890s onwards.

Mine and battery site : This site exists as an ‘island” in an extensive areaof clearedand levelled ground are some
machinery remains. Hiddenby a pepper tree is a rectangular, brick-lined pit, The redbricks arehand-made. The
walls of the pit are33cm thick, and the pit’s internal measurements are 1.88m (6ft 2in) wide x 9.1m (30f1) long
and at least 3.8m deep. Thepit is aligned E-W. Protruding from the top edge of the pit, at the eastern end, are
two iron bolts. Its E end and both sides have solid brick walls, whereas the W end has a wooden frame. The
uprights of this {rame are 18in (46cm) squareand the lintel measures 9in x 18in (23 x 46cm), leaving a 2ft
{61cm) opening. In the western half of the pit, 4 engine bolts protrude from the debris that covers the base of
the pit.- Alarge pepper tree is growing in the middle of the pit.

Lm {rom the E end of the pit, in line with the pit’s northern edge, are two parallel lines of brick engine
footings. The foundations cover an areaof 3.05m (10ft) x 9m (30R) long.

14m Nofthe Eend of the brick foundations is a line of 12 red gum battery stumps, each measuring 1m high
and 46¢m (18in) square,indicating 20 head of stamps. An extensive spread of battery sand is situated to the S of
the plant, but quarrying has removed all of the mullock heap,
Small battery site : a tramway runs S from the first mine site. At the termination of this tramway is what appear
to be the remains of another crushing battery, which, dueto lack of time, was nat surveyed,
Other features include: Largetreated dumps, stone retained dam and stone walls , and several camp sites,

PHOTOS: Photo 1: Brick pit - Cornish Hft pump
Photo 2: Twin banks of brick foundations
Phote 3: Line of battery stumnps

ARTEFACTS ! None visible
INTEGRITY/CONDITION:  Although the mullock heap and shafts have been removed or abscured, the
machinery footings still hold considerable integrity as evidence of Cornish pump

operation at the mine,

THREATS: Damageto the brickwork by a pepper tree growing in the pit.

CULTURAL SIGNIFICANCE:

The site has:
* Historical significance because of its success as a mine in terms of production level. The Sandstone

Reefwas ane of the giant producers of the Dunolly Division. Along with a neighbouring reef, the
NewChum, it was responsible for the formation of the township of Llanelly.

Scientific significance because it represents an important mining technology. The site has
considerable intactness and hence an ability to illustrate twhat went on a late 19th-century quartz
mine.

Significance  ranking:  Regional

CONSERVATION POLICY:

The site’s significance comes from the relative intactness of its plant. No future work should be to the
determent of this.

RECOMMENDATIONS FOR IMPLEMENTATION:

Site to be protected. Thesite should be fencedto prevent any accidental destruction of what is left of the plant.
The large pepper tree growing from the bob-pit is a problem that has to be resolved. In many ways, the tree has
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Great Sandstone mine

hidden the brickwork and thus saved it from being scavenged from the site.  However, the root systems of
pepper trees are very destructive. Thetree should be left until proper protective measures areput into place.

Assessor: David Bannear Date: May 1991
1 Tully, 1988, p. 48

2 Mining Surveyors’ Reports, Dec 1867

3 Mining Surveyors’ Reports, June 1868

4 Mining Surveyors' Reports, Sept1868

5 Mining Surveyors’ Reports, March 1870

<] Mining Survevyors’ Raports, Dec 1870

7 Mining Surveyors’ Reports, March 1871

8 Mining Surveycrs’ Reports, June 1871

2 Mining Surveyors’ Reports, Sept 1871

10 Mining Surveyars’ Reports, March 1872

11 Mining Surveyors’ Reports, June 1872

12 Mining Surveyors’ Rsports, June 1874

13 Mining Surveyors’ Reports, June 1876

14 Mining Surveyors’ Reports, Sept 1885

15 Dunolly and Burnt Creek Express , 27/2{/18891

16 Dunolly and BetBetShire Expross , 23/8/18982
17 Tarnragulla and Llanelly Courier, 714{1894

18 Dunolly and Burnt Creek Express , 6/10/1896

19 Dunolly and Burnt Creek Express , 26/4/1898
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Growler’s Reef tunnel

SITE NO. & NAME: 040 GROWLER’S REEF TUNNEL
LOCATION; Growler’s Reef, Tarnagulla
DIRECTIONS: Along Poseidon Road, about 300m past the caravan park, take the bush track on

the north side of the road, opposite the Crystal Reef Track. Growlers Dam and the
poppet head of a modern mine are about 800m from the turn-off. The poppet head
is situated towards the S end of the line of Growlers Reef workings. Atthe S end of
the line of workings along Growlers Reef are some substantial stone footings, A
tunnel is located on the Eside of Growlers Hill, in about the middle of the line of
workings. Atrack leads to the mine.

MAP/GRID REFERENCE:  Laanecoorie North 1:25000 - 533.273 (modem poppet head)
Laanccoorie North 1:25000 - 535,275 (Growler’s Tunnel)

PARCEL NUMBER. P131317
MUNICIPALITY: Shire of Bet Bet
LAND STATUS: State Forest

EXISTING HERITAGE CLASSIFICATION:  LCCstudy; McConville (1987)

PRESENT MANAGEMENT/USE, LCC-NCT1

HISTORY:

1853-56 Tamagulla: gold was discovered and worked east of the town in Growler's and Stoney Creek Leads,
and a number of tributaries of Sandy Creek Lead 1

In 1857, Mary Tingley, whao lived on Growlers Hill, was sitting on a nearby fog when Dan Ray came to cut it
up, Underneath he found an indicator which contained £500 werth of g,old.2

June 1871: Parker and party have crushed 31 loads, which yielded 31 oz. Their prospects continue good.3

1917: E. Hayes and party, at 260 feet on Growler’s Hill, cut payable stone, and treated 57 tons for over 1 oz of
goeld perton. 4

DESCRIPTION OF PHYSICAL REMAINS:

At least three phases of mine workings:-
Earlier mine - The use of handmade bricks and stone, rather than conorete, for footings suggest a 19th-
century date for the remains of earlier mining operations on Growlers Reef. Presumably the stone
structure (mine manager's residence?) would relate to this early phase of working the reef.
Crushing works - Conerete footings and battery sand, early 20th century/1930s?
Modern mine - Wood and iren poppet head, and associated sheds, ¢, 1970s.

Modern mine: A poppet head is made of bush timber and iron pipe, and a tramway leads from the sealed-off shaft
along an embankment. There are three sheds - bush timber and galvanised iron - associated with the poppet
head. Aswell, several features survive which appear to relate to an earlier phase of mining:

on the N side of the shaft aretwo wooden bedlogs and mounting bolts.

on the opposite side of the road to the modern plant are some mounds of brick and stone footings,

quarriedremnants of & mullock heap, measuring approximately 20 x 30m, and 8-10m high,
Open-cutting and stone structure : Growlers Reef, 5 of the modern mining plant, has been extensively open-cut.
Some of the workings and more modern shafts have been fenced off. Atthe end of the workings are the remains
of a substantial stone structure. This structure, mainly surviving only at ground level, appears to have had two
fireplaces. [t would have measured approximately 14 x 5-6m (46 x 14-19ft). Artefacts in a nearby ash dump
{from the fireplaces) include fragments of late 19th-century bottles, ceramics and clay pipes.
Concrete footings - battery : 50m S of the modern poppet head, on the E side of the line of reef workings are
some H-shaped concrete footings from which 8 mounting bolts protrude. Below the footings, on a levelled
platform, is a linear depression and a spread of red bricks. The bricks are machine-made and bear the
manufacturer’s name NORTHCOTE.A dump of battery sand lies in the gully below,
Tunnel: The line of workings continue north. Onthe Bside of Growlers Hill is a tunnel, Little mullock and no
machinery footings associated with the mine's entrance suggest that the quartz was carted away and treated
elsewhere.

PHOTOS: Photo 1: modern poppet head and remnant of earlier mullock heap - modern mine
Photo 2: mounds of brick, possible earkier machinery site - modern mine
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Growler’s Reef tunnel

Photo 3: tramway leading from moedern mine - modern mine
Phote 4: waoden bedlogs and engine bolts - modern mine s
Photo 5: Stone structure - facing south

Photo 6: concrete footings of battery

Photo 7: tunnel entrance, facing W

ARTEFACTS: Rubbish dump associated with what may have been the mine manager's residence,

INTEGRITY/CONDITION:  Bvidence of early mining operations have poor integrity dueto the modem
mining cperations. The open-cutting, in some areas along the reef, remains
relatively untouched and is quite spectacular. Thesite does illustrate, to some
extent, several phases of mining.

THREATS.

CULTURAL SIGNIFICANCE.

The 20th-century mining operations have significantly diminished remains belonging to the 19th century,

Similiar but less disturbed workings, found on the neighbouring Jim Crow Reef, would appear to hold more local
signficance, Thesite has;

Scientific significance because it represents an innovative process for the Dunolly Division: being
only one of a handful of tunnels ever dugin the Division,

Significance  ranking:  Local

CONSERVATION POLICY:

None required

RECOMMENDATIONS FOR IMPLEMENTATION:

None

Assessor:  David Bannear Date: May 1991
1 Flett 1978, p272

2 Tully 1988, p44

3 Mining Surveyors’ Reports, June 1871

4 Mining Surveyors’ Reports, 1917
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Jim Crow workings

SITE NO. & NAME: 041 JIM CROW WORKINGS
LOCATION: Jim Crow Reef, Tarnagulla
DIRECTIONS: 200m Eof the Growlers Reef line of workings is a line of workings belonging to

the }im CrowReef, They commence just S of the modern poppet head erected on
Growlers Reef (Site 040).

MAP/GRID REFERENCE: Laanecoorie North 1:25000 - 536.272

PARCEL NUMBER. P131317
MUNICIPALITY: Shirc of Bet Bet
LAND STATUS: State Forest

EXISTING HERITAGE CLASSIFICATION:  LCCstudy; McConville (1587)

PRESENT MANAGEMENT/USE: LCC-NCT1

HISTORY:

1856: 11th (p97) - Harryand his mate got three tubs an ounce on Jim Crows. They began hauling quartzto the
machine at Loddon.

25th (p102) - I went down this moming to the crushing machine at the Loddonto burn some of the quartz, With
cutting wood, carting and burning the day drewto a close,

26th - We got weod and stacked another fire ... the machine is an § horse power engine. The quartz is first put
through stampers, from thence conveyed by means of a shoot (supplied by a continuous flow of water) into a
trough where two large rollers each weighing about 2 tons grind them to almost a fine gun powder and only
when retorted the process is completed,

27th - Put another stack then returnedto Sandy Creek,

1st - Went down to the Loddon to burn some quartz. The machine works pretty regular and is kept in motion
night and day; the average quantity crushedin 48 hours about 5 tons.

2nd - completed ourjob, and returned in the evening. 5 1/2 of the first class quartz turned out about 6lbs 10 1/2

oz; the pieces look welt, 1

June 1873: Scorerand party have crushed 8 tons, which yielded 160z3. 11dwits., and have a quantity of stone
at grass, which is expected to yield well, 2

Sept 1885: Vandyke and party are working a claim on Jim Crow Reef with payable results, and are about to form
a company to more efficiently work the ground.3

23 May 1899: Work at the Tarnagulla Consols mine is now being proceeded with. The foundations for the
stamper boxes for the new battery arebeing made, All machinery is now on the ground... The cutting for the
tramway, to connect the main shaft with the battery, has been completed. The poles, or uprights for the

erection of a tramway from the Jim Crowshaft to the battery arebeing delivered.

23 July 1899: The Tarnagulla Consols, in the McKenzie shaft, is driving south in the lode.>

DESCRIPTION OF PHYSICAL REMAINS:

Unlike the neighbouring Growlers Reef, the Jim Crow Reef workings appear not to have been disturbed by
modern mining operations,  Although the reef was being worked in 1856, as part of the Poverty Reef line of
workings, the first battery appears o have been erectedin 1899, The battery site and dump of battery sand are
located below the reef, on Jim Crow Flat. More research required.

Mullock heap and reef workings: 50m E of the concrete foundations (1930s battery site on east side of Growlers
Reef), at the head of the intervening gully between Growlersand Jim CrowReefs, is an intact mullock heap. The
heap measures 18 x 20m and is some 10-15m high.

Jim Crow reef has been worked extensively along the ridge, mainly by open-cutting and some stoping. The
fargest hole is at the N end of the workings, and has ferns growing in it.

Crushing works: Located to the E,in Jim CrowFlat, below the ridge workings, is a battery site. Little is left of
this site, except for alevelled areaupon which is a dump of ash, a spread of redbricks (hand-made, no frog), and
several fragments of the cast ironwork from the battery and boiler. 50m further down the hill, on the flat proper,
is a dam, around which is a dump of battery sand and a puddler. For details of puddler, see Jim Crow Flat (Site
042).

PHOTOS: Photol: Ferns growing in Jim Crowworkings
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Jim Crow workings

AGE/DATING PHASE: €.1956 - ¢,1899

ARTEFACTS ; Fragments of boiler, also a hand-made sledge hammer head.

INTEGRITY/CONDITION:  Thesite has considerable integrity. 'T'he workings along Jim Crow Reefare
relatively untouched, and are quite dramatic. Further, the existence of ferns

growing in the largest open cut adds an unusual aesthetic dimension,

THREATS: Mining

CULTURAL SIGNIFICANCE;
]
The site has:
Historical significance because it:
a) is part of a group or network of sites, the totality of which is considered to be significant, This
site is linked, through the location of its crushing baitery, to the alluvial landseape in Jim Crow
Flat.
b) represents a sequence of uses or functions through time,
- Scientific significance becauseit represents an important mining technology, ie. opencutting &
stoping.

Significance  ranking;: National Estate

CONSERVATION POLICY:

The significance of the Jim Crowworkings comes not only from their intactness, but from their juxtaposition
with the alluvial landscape in Jim CrowFlat. Any future work should not be to the detriment of this landscape.,

RECOMMENDATIONS FOR IMFLEMENTATION:

Site be protected. Further research needed.

Assessor:  David Bannear Date: May 1991
1 Bleke 1981

2 Mining Surveyors' Reports, June 1873

3 Mining Surveyors’ Reports , Sept 1885

4 Dunolly and Bet Bet Shire Express , 23.5.1898
g Dunaolly and Bet Bet Shire Express , 23.7.1899
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Jim Crow Flat/Italian Gully Puddiers & dams

SITE NO. & NAME: 042 JIM CROW FLAT/ATALIAN GULLY PUDDLERS & DAMS
LOCATION: Jim Crow Flat/Italian  Gully, Tarnagulla
DIRECTIONS: Continue along the track that runs past the modern poppet head at Growlers Reef.

About 400m along the track, on the right (southern) side, is a dam. This is at the
head of Jim CrowFlat, Puddierscontinue inte Italian Gully,

MAP/GRID REFERENCE:  Puddlerl: Laanecoorie North 1:25000 - 538.273
Puddler2: Laanecoorie North 1:25000 - 539.273
Puddler3: Laanecoorie North 1:25000 - 541.273
Puddier4: Laanecoorie North 1:25000 - 541.272
Puddler5: Laanecoorie North 1:25000 - 542.271

PARCEL NUMBER. P124241
MUNICIPALITY. Shire of Bet Bet
LAND STATUS: Flora Reserve

EXISTING HERITAGE CLASSIFICATION:  None

PRESENTMANAGEMENT/USE: LCC-NCH14

HISTORY:

1858 Gold was discovered near Janevale P.R, on the Lodden in 1858, at what became known as Kayes
Diggings, and between Kaye's and Sandy Creekthere were a series of discoveries in 1859, German Gully was
opened by a German, and a digger named McMillan prospected Mother Chisholm’s Gully. Cumberland Guily
was also opened at this time, and Corfu Reef, named after Spero Corfu, a Greek, Italian Gully, opened in 1856,

was also rushedat this time and workedto Llanelly, and the third HardHill was worked. 1

19th: This lead has been worked for about six kilometres without being enriched by any tributaries. A hill 500
m south-west of Italian Damhas some small reef workings ... A5 oz nugget was found in Italian Gully in 1931. 2

DESCRIPTION OF PHYSICAL REMAINS.

The historical record dees not reveal much about alluvial workings in this area. The ground was certainly being
extensively workedin 1858 and bears evidence, in the form of 1930s camp sites and modern strip mining, that
it has seen considerable re-working since. The bulk of the puddling machines are of the non-weathered,
sparseley-vegetated type, indicating that they arerelatively late sites, perhaps related to 20th-century surfacing
operations. The cireular depressions in the dumpof battery sand may well be the only visible signs of cyanide
vals,

Puddler No. 1 & brick fireplaces : On the south side of the dam is a puddler site. The puddler (6.7m or 22ft
diameter) is reasonably intact and not much eroded. It has a raised outer mound, and clearly defined puddling
trench, inner mound and post hole. The puddlerhas two channels through its outer mound,

Immediately to the Eof the puddler, excavated into a dump of what appears to be battery sand, are two circular
depressions. Both have a maximum depih of 1.5m, and a diameter of 6.7m (22f)

17m 8 of the puddlerare the remains of two brick and stone fireplaces, and an associated dump of rusty food
cans.

50m SW of the puddler site, up the hill towards the workings on Jim Crow Creck, is a battery site (see Jim
Crow Reef [Site 041 for further details).
Puddler No. 2 Approximately 400m downstream of PuddlerNo 1, on the S side of the channel running through
Jim Crow Flat, is a puddler. It is in poor condition - all that survives is the inner mound with a post hole
surroundedby a very eroded outer mound. Thealluvial sinkings between these two puddlers have so far escaped
modern surfacing, and bear testimony to some intensive work, No stone were fireplaces found associated with
these alluvial sinkings.
Puddler No. 3:At the junction of Jim CrowFlat and Italian Gully is & dam. 50m NWof the dam, up Italian Gully,
which itself is pock-marked with more or less continuous alluvial sinkings, is another puddlersite. Despite
having fresh-looking washdirt, and a raised outer mound {1m above ground level), the puddler is badly erodedin
places. Its central post is no longer present. Typically, the puddlerhas a diameter of 6.7m (22ft),
Puddler No. ¢ Onthe Eside of the dam located at the junction of Jim Crow Flat and Italian Gully is a puddler
site. This puddler({diameter 6.7m or 22ft} has a very worn appearance, but still retains its central wooden post
and outlines of the inner mound, puddling trench and outer mound, Thereis & fairly large tree {diameter 0.6m)
growing on the outer mound. Thereis no sign of any channels through the puddler’s outer mound.
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Jim Crow Flat/Italian Gully Puddlers & dams

Puddler No, 5: Approximately 200m south of the junction of Jim Crow Flat and Italian Gully, this puddler is
surroundedby fresh-looking washdirt, has its inner mound but no central post, andis generally very eroded. Its
diameter is 6.7m (22ft). Asmall damassociated with the puddlerhas been breached.

PHOTOS: Fhoto 1: PuddlerNeo 1
Photo 2: Brick fireplaces and dump of rusty cans
Photo 3: Circulardepressions in battery sand
Photo 4: PuddlerNo 2, facing NW
Photo 5: PuddlerNo 3
Photo 6: PuddlerNo 4 - facing SW

ARTEFACTS Mainly 1930s rubbish, alse some 19th century thick bottle glass.
INTEGRITY/CONDITION:  Good condition

THREATS: Strip mining

CULTURAL SIGNIFICANCE:

The site has:
* Historical significance because it is part of a group or network of sites, the totality of which is

considered Lo be significant; being linked, through the battery site at the head of Jim Crow Flat, to

early and relatively intact reefworkings on Jim Crow Reef.

Scientific significance because:

a}) it represents an important mining technology (traditional alluvial mining)

b) ofthe intactness of the alluvial sinkings and the concentration of puddling machine sites.

¢) it has the ability to answer specific archaeological research questions, eg. distribution and dating

of puddling machines.

Significance  ranking;  National Estate

CONSERVATION POLICY:

The significance of the Jim Crow Flat/Italian  Gully junction workings comes not only from their intactness, but
from their juxtaposition with quartzmining on Jim CrowReef. Any future work should not be to the detdment
to this associated landscape.

RECOMMENDATIONS FOR IMPLEMENTATION:

Site be protected.

Assessor:  David Bannear Date: May 1991
1 Flett, 1979, p. 273
2 Tully, 1988, p. 50
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Tappit Hen Mine & Tarnagulla Railway Station

SITE NO. & NAME; 043 TAPPIT HEN MINE & TARNAGULLA RAILWAY STATION
LOCATION: Tarnagulla
DIRECTIONS. The Tappit Hen mine site is situated 50m N of the site of the former Tarnagulla

railway station, on the Wside of the railway line.

MAP/GRID REFERENCE:  Laanecoorie North 1:25000 - 526.277

PARCEL NUMBER: P131335
MUNICIPALITY. Shire of Bet Bet
LAND STATUS: Flora Reserve

EXISTING HERITAGE CLASSIFICATION:  None

PRESENT MANAGEMENT/USE. LCC-NCH14

HISTORY:

1850s Tarnagulla: This reefwas first found by miners working the Sandy Creek Lead. It is oppesite the
railway station site. 1

June 1889: The Tappit Hen Company have sunk their main shaft a further distance of 30 feet, which is now
90feet deep.2

1890s: a company was floated to rework the mine at depth. Atappit hen wasatype of wine bottle, 3

2 Sepl 18%0: The Tappit Hen Co., Tarnagulla, have ceased operations in their old shafl, and started to sink the
new one. They will clean off a crushing of 180 tons today.4

5 Sept 1890: Yield of 1250z smelted gold,s

23 Sept 1890: Tappit Hen. Newshaft sunk 38 feet, total depth 48 feet. Contractor making good progress
with machinery, all the bed logs in position for engine. 6

21 Oct 1890: Tappit Hen - Centractor making good progress with engine, Bricklayers completed building
boiler, and will start on stack this week.’

9 Feb 1891: Last year - purchased the machinery of the Star Reef, Llanelly, the price being £200...comprising
engine, winding gear, pumping gear, gear and pumps, housing, poppet heads, and boilers, On account of the
boiler being too small, the Directors purchased a large boiler and use the small one for an exhaust tank[?].
Plant was re-erected...wealso madea damto hold waterto feedthe boiler; also removed the changing house
from the old shafl to the new one and madeit into a blacksmith shop; wealso madea tramway from the brace
about 60fl long to be used for mullock and quartz; and also cleaned away 50 yards of mullock to make a
paddock to receive the quartz. I also hadto fill in old shafts to make room for a capstan, and a lot of other

surface work in the shape of road making. 8

22 March 1892: Tappit Consols Co. - shaft sunk 6ft and slabbed for the week, total 11#. %

August 1897: Moliagul Co - foundation logs for poppet legs in position. Purchased winding and pumping
plant of Tappit Hen Gold Mine, Tarnagulla; dismantling. Beb pit cut; all surface work completed ... Staring

raising old lifts from shaft; dismantling rest of plant, 10

26 Aprl 1898: Madeknown that the Tappit Hen Gold Mining Co. (now known as the Great Southern Gold
Mining Ceo.) has been successfully floated on the English market with a capital of £100,000, the whole of

which was privately subscribed. 1

DESCRIPTION OF PHYSICAL REMAINS:

Railway Station

All that survives of the station are a series of concrete slabs, on both sides of the railway line. Artefacts
associated with the remains included two sanitary pans.

Tappit Hen Gold mine (Difficult to date remains, presumably relate to last period of mining ¢.1890s)
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Tappit Hen Mine & Tarmagulla Railway Station

The most visible featureis a mine shaft (filled in) and the remains of a mullock heap. To the N of the shaft is &
tevelled area, approximately 12m square, which contains mounds of brick and stone rubble and several
depressions,

To the NW af the shaft is a dump of ash, containing several fragments of ironwork from a boiler (mainly
firebars). Numerousredbricks lay scattered around in the bush: all are hand-made, and have no frog.

Abush track runs along the Eside of the main shaft and assaciated machinery site. Onthe roadway surface can
be seen seen a single stone mounting block, complete with two boit holes,

SWolthe mine site, approximately 300m away, in the main channel of Sandy Creek is a Cornish boiler (18-
1/2 f (5.6m} long, 4-1/2f (1.37m) in diameter)

FPHOTOS: Photo 1: Mounds of rubble - machinery site, facing W
Photo 2: Showing area of crushing works, facing S
Photo 3: Comish boiler lying in bed of Sandy Creek
ARTEFACTS: Fragments of beiler, plus intact boiler in creek.
INTEGRITY/CONDITION:  Poorly defined site.

THREATS: The site has deteriorated to the point whereit is beyond risk,

CULTURAL SIGNIFICANCE:

As it survives today, the Tappit Hen mine site holds little local significance, It was not one of the Division's
important mines, nor arethe physical remains capable of illustrating what took place on the site, The Cornish
boiler lying in the bed of Sandy Creek does hold some significance as a musuem piece: is one of the few intact
pieces of mining plant discovered during the course of the survey.

Significance  ranking:  None

CONSERVATION POLICY:
None requiredfor the site. The Cormnish boiler should be conserved as a musuem picce.
RECOMMENDATIONS FOR IMPLEMENTATION:

Local community should be approached regarding the preservation of the Cornish boiler.

Assessor:  David Bannear Date: May 1991
1 Tully 1988, pS1

2 Mining Surveyors’ Reports, June 1889

3 Tully 1988, p51

4 Dunolly and Bet Bet Shire Express , 2.9.1890

5 Dunolly and Bet Bet Shire Express , 5.8.1890

g Dunolly and Bet Bet Shire Express , 23.9.1820
7 Dunolly and Bet Bet Shire Express , 21.10.1830
8 Cunolly and Bet Bet Shire Express , 9.2,1881

9 Dunclly and Bet Bet Shire Express , 22.3,1892
10 Dunolly and Bet Bet Shire Express , 19.10,1897
11 Dunolly and Bet Bet Shire Express , 26.4,1898
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HardHills alluvial diggings

1

SITE NO. & NAME: 044 HARD HILLS ALLUVIAL DIGGINGS
LOCATION: Tarnagulla
DIRECTIONS: At the junction of the Rheola-Tarnagulla Road/Rheola-Llanelly roads, on the E

side of the former road.,

MAP/GRID REFERENCE.  Inglewood South 1:25000 -522.307

PARCEL NUMBER: P124244/P124286
MUNICIPALITY: Shire of Bet Bet
LAND STATUS: Gravel Reserve

EXISTING HERITAGE CLASSIFICATION:  None

PRESENT MANAGEMENT/USE: LCC-NCR48

HISTORY:

1856-1859 Sandy Creek: This is a series of river wash hilltops of pliccene age... They each had their own
names inciuding Prospect Hill (first worked 1856), White Hill (pipeclay) and Sustenance Hill ... In 1857, the
European diggers wereworking HardHill, while 1000 Chinese had claims on White Hill. The Chinese Camp
was along Sandy Creek. The following year, as the easy gold started to peter out on HardHill the Buropeans
drove the Chinese out of town. Most went to the Burnt Creek camp. A 56 oz nugget was found at HardHills in

1859, 1

1856; the HardHills werediscovered west of Llanelly, and in 1856-58 a great number of quartzreefs east of the

town. 2

¢. May 1857: The HardHill rush at Tarnagulla was another of the rushes that helped break upthe Second
Inkerman Rush. This was one of the largest rushes at Tamagulla after the Sandy Creek and Nuggetty Gully
Rushes ol'the early days ... Hardhill was apparently one of the familiar OlderPliocene beds of cemented
gravel, like Gooseberry Hill at Dunolly and very rich, and the rushto this continued from April 1857 for some

months. 3

1858: halian Gully, opened in 1856, was also rushedat this time and workedto Llanelly, and the third Hard
Hill was worked .4

Sept 1859: Arush has, however, taken place to the HardHills, Sandy Creek, on which a population of 800 is
profitably employed, and the number is fast increasing. These hills aresituate nearly three miles north of
Tarnagulla township, and on the east side of the flat. They have been worked at intervals for the last three

years, several small rushes having taken place to them. The sinking varies from surfacing to 40 ft in depth‘5

Oct 1859 larger rush than ...[Halfway Diggings, 1000 men]... to HardHills, again at Sandy Creek.®

June 1865 Arushto HardHills, at Tarnagulla, took place about 2 months since; it continues to pay a
moderate extent, and at present employs 150 miners; there are about 30 paying claims on it.

DESCRIPTION OF PHYSICAL REMAINS:

Remnants of major conglomerate (alluvial) diggings. The workings have been extensively levelled, and are
now the site of a rubbish dump.

PHOTOS: None
ARTEFACTS None

INTEGRITY/CONDITION:  Poor

THREATS: The site is past the stage of being threatened

CULTURAL SIGNIFICANCE:

Although the site of some significant rushes in the Division’s early mining years, subsequent re-workings and
quarrying have obliterated all traces.
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Significance  ranking: None

HardHills alluvial diggings

CONSERVATION FPOLICY:
None required

RECOMMENDATIONS FOR IMPLEMENTATION:
None

Assessor:  David Banoear Date; May 1991

Tully

Flett 1979, p272

Flett, 1956

Flett 1979, p273

Mining Surveyors’ Reports, September 185%,pi3
Flett, 1958

Mining Surveyors’ Reports, June 1868
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Sandy Creek diggings

SITE NO. & NAME: 045 SANDY CREEK DIGGINGS
LOCATION: Sandy Creek Lead, Tarnagulla
DIRECTIONS.: West side of Mitchell Lane

MAFP/GRID REFERENCE:  Inglewood South 1:25000 - 526.304 (approx. centre of diggings)

PARCEL NUMBER, -
MUNICIPALITY. Shire of Bet Bet
LAND STATUS: Private

EXISTING HERITAGE CLASSIFICATION:  None

PRESENT MANAGEMENT/USE: Pastoral

HISTORY.

1852/53: Mrs Lauder(Blizabeth Anne Bright)... who went with a family party to Sandy Creek at what was
obviously Christmas 1852, was no doubt the first to get gold at the goldfield. She wrote: "At Christmas 1853,
wewent with ourbullock team to the station of MrJohn Catto on the Lodden, looking for the best grass, and
intent upon the chance of finding gold, We crossed the Loddon. While following the dray, my brother John
found the first piece, which weighed 4 oz 1 dwt. The wheel of the dray had gone over it. We camped upon the
creek close by, and named it Sandy Creek. Opposite ourcamp we found gold in quartz, and that reefafterwards
became known as Poverty Reef” ... Early in February 1853, there appears the first official report of the Sandy
Creek discovery, written by J.N.E. Bull, resident gold commissicner at Bendigo. After visting Moliagul he
wrote: "I then proceeded eight miles easterly towards the Loddon and came on another diggings - about 100
men assembled. The same character of array exhibited itself. These diggings produced gold similar to Mt
Alexander, but in less quantity. About 300 holes had been bottomed” ... This first diggings at Sandy Creek was
in the gully below Poverty Reef, on and below the site of the town, and was known as the ‘Old Sandy Creek

Lead’l

1852: Latein the year 1852, a party of miners bound for the Korong goldfield made camp on the flat opposite
the golf course. They sank a hole in the creek and found gold. The gold was of such exceeding richness that in
a very short space of time more than 5,000 miners wereatiracted to the distriet and the diggings extended for 2
1/2 miles along the main lead ... Canvas stores wereopened to supply the simple needs of the community, and

soon canvas hotels, dancing saloons, canvas skittle alleys and canvas shanties aa.ppt:zau-ed...2

1853: The first newspaper report of the Sandy Creek discovery was in the Herald, 28 March 1853, which said
that within the last few days there had been a rush from Forest Creek to Sandy Creek and Sandy Hifl, on the old
Adelaide overland road, going towards Korong, In April Ironbark Gully and rich surfacing near it wereopened,
and about mid July Nuggetty Gully, beginning nearthe heads of Sandy Creek Leadand Ironbark and running
south-east. Herelhere was one of the largest rushes ever in the area, which was confusingly called ‘Jones

Creek Rush’ ... By August there were 7000 at Nuggetty Guily.3

Dec 1853 Sandy Creek Lead: This was the first gully opened in the district, found by a South Australian family
in December 1853, It was very rich. Some of the nuggets found include seventeen pieces from 9 to 45 oz
1852, 1,4,5, 15, & 33 oz 1856, 41 oz 1861 anda specimen of 120 oz with 48 oz gold in 1862 ... Thetown
established at the initial find was called Sandy Creek, before later being changed to the more popular

Tamaguﬂa.4

April 1855: About April that year rich leads werereported discovered at Sandy Creek, These wereprobably
Stony Creek and ironbark Gully ... The rushes to Sandy Creek brought about 2000, but the population left

there in August for Inkerman Rush.?

1904 Sandy Creek: Believing that the miners who had worked the main lead had missed getting all the gold,
Messrs Davies and Kersham, in 1904, brought a dredging plant into operation. Mr. J James amd Mr Patterson
managed the plant at different periods. During the eight years that it was in operation an average of 200

ounces of gold was recovered for each acre of ground that was treated.5

DESCRIPTION OF PHYSICAL REMAINS:

A patch of alluvial sinkings and deadtrees - similar to that found on private land on the Old Lead, German Gully,
Dunolly (Site 079).

PHOTOS: None taken
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Sandy Creek diggings

AGE/DATING PHASE, 1853 - 20th century
ARTEFACTS Nene Visible
INFEGRITY/CONDITION:  This site has a relatively high historical integrity because of its treeless setting.

THREATS: Human visitation: strip mining; and natural processes: re-growth and/or erosion.

INTERPRETATION OF PHYSICAL REMAINS:

Surviving remnants of the alluvial workings of cne of the Division’s earliest goldfields. The bulk of the
alluvial workings wereremoved when Sandy Creek lead was dredgedbetween 1904 - 1912,

CULTURAL SIGNIFICANCE:

The site has:
* Historical Significance because it is associasted with an important event: the discovery of alluvial
gold and subsequent rushes to Sandy Creek,
Scientific significance because of its historical representativeness of traditional alluvial mining,
with the definition of the holes, mounds and boundaries very good. Being on grazed freehold land,
the workings have escaped the blanket of obscurity {vegetation and re-working) which has been
imposed on the majority of alluvial diggings on Crown land. Although it is difficult to say that they
arc authentic workings dating to the carly 1850s, they are certainly representative of the traditional
technology.  Like the Old Lead Diggings at German Gully, Dunolly, the diggings are very
evocative,

Significance  ranking:  Regional

CONSERVATION POLICY:

Significance of the site is dueto their rarity, intaciness, representativeness and visibility, Ideally, future
development on this land should nat interfere with the afluvial landscape’s ability to convey such an evocative
picture.

RECOMMENDATIONS FOR IMPLEMENTATION:

Site to be protected

Assessor:  David Bannear Date: May 1991

Flett 1979, p271
Clarke, 1985, p3
Flett 1979, p272
Tully 1288, p51
Flett, 1866
Clarke 1985, p6
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Wanda quartzmine

SITE NO. & NAME: 046 WANDA QUARTZ MINE
LOCATION: Ironbark & Wanda Reefs, Tarnagulla
DIRECTIONS: Eof the main Tarnagulla-Dunolly road, approx 750m from Tarnagulla,

MAP/GRID REFERENCE,  Laanecoorie North 1:25000 - 529.253

PARCEL NUMBER: P124271
MUNICIPALITY: Shire of Bet Bet
LAND STATUS: State Forest

EXISTING HERITAGE CLASSIFICATION:  None

FPRESENT MANAGEMENT/USE: LCC-NCE21

HISTORY:
June 1885 Wanda Company are prospecting various parts of their ground to a depth of 240 feet, !

Sept 1885: The Wanda Company have crushed95 tons of stone, from 200-foot level, for 95 oz gold. They are
engaged erecting a plant, consisting of pumping engines and 20 heads of stamps.

Caradoc Company arestill raising stone with improving prospects. (Adjoins southern boundary of Wanda
Co’s leasc.)?'

Dec1885: The Wanda Co. areerecting a crushing plant. 3

March 1886; Wanda Co. have finished the erection of a 20-head battery of stamps, with powerful steam engine
and crushed 1,057 tons for 429 oz, Crushing operations are stopped for want of water. They are constructing a
drain from the Poverty Co's mine to obtain water. [Located south end of Tamnagulla township, immediately cast

of the south end of Great Western lcase.]4

DESCRIPTION OF PHYSICAL REMAINS:

Remains appear to belong to the Wanda Company who commenced mining operations ¢.1885
Battery site
Site consists of large dump of baltery sand, approximately 100 x 50m and up to 10m high. An adjoining
mullock heap has almost been totally quarriedaway.

50m SEof the Wend of the tailing heap is a machinery site, Ona levelled area, measuring approx 20m square,
below a loading ramp, is a line of 4 iron bolts, probably related to the battery boxes of a crushing works. On
the Nend of the battery is a circular brick chimney base (diameter 90cm or 3ft). The bricks are hand-made, no
frog and contain quartzluimps. Therearealse various mounds and depressions and an extensive spread of bricks,

PHOTOS: Photo 1: Base of round chimney stack.
Photo 2: Line of iron belts and ramp.

ARTEFACTS: None visible.

INTEGRITY/CONDITION:  Poor

THREATS: prosbe«cting, quarrying and scavanging of bricks.

CULTURAL SIGNIFICANCE,

The Wandawas not one of the Division’s important reefs, The remains that survive areof a relatively late mine,
and their integrity has been diminished to the degreethat they lack the capability of illustrating what took place
on the site,

Significance  raoking:  None

CONSERVATION POLICY:
None required.

RECOMMENDATIONS FOR IMPLEMENTATION:
None
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Assessor; David Bannear
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Mining Surveyors
Mining Surveyors’ Reports,
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Date: May 1991

Junes 1885
September 1885
Cecermnber 1885
March 1886
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Great Northern diggings

SITE NO, & NAME: 047 GREAT NORTHERN DIGGINGS
LOCATION: Great Northern Lead, Waanyarra
DIRECTIONS: Runs along the W side of the Great Northern Track for about 0.5km N of the main

Tarnagutla-Dunolly road,

MAP/GRID REFERENCE;  Laaneccorie North 1:25000 - 494,235 (approx. centre of lead)

PARCEL NUMBER: P124582
MUNICIPALITY: Shire of Bet Bet
LAND STATUS. State Porest

EXISTING HERITAGE CLASSIFICATION:  None

FPRESENT MANAGEMENT/USE: LCC-NCE21

HISTORY.

1856: FredSergeant built the Jones Creck Hotel here ...[E side of Great Northern Lead]... in 1856, The
weatherboard and iron building had an adjacent garden and an undergroundwell. Coaches on the Dunolly -
Tarnagulia Road usedthis as a staging place. Business was good and Sergeant decidedon a more permanent and
imposing structure. Hesold the hotel to John Laidlawwho re-erectedit as the Camp Hotel in Tarnagulla. Fred
Sergeant then rebuilt in brick renaming it the Waanyarra Hotel, which was slowly being accepted as the

official name of the town. 1

1839: there weretwo new gullies opened at Jones Creek, possibily the Great Northern Guly and Cateh Me
Gully, which was first discovered in 1858. 2

1863: Nugget found by BdwardGrimsdale in October 1863, at the foot of Tipperary Gully, was 297 oz.3

1970s+: These old workings have been reworked seversl times, Bluey Robbins set up a hydraulic sluicing plant
herein the 1970's and in 1975 found a nugget 182 oz. Thelease was sold to the 3Ds Mine, which in turn sold it

to Bendige Mining Company.4

DESCRIPTION OF PHYSICAL REMAINS:

Area of extensive alluvial sinkings which has now been totally obliterated by modemn bulldozing and metal-
detecting activities.

PHOTOS. None taken
AGE/DATING PHASE: ¢. 1858 - 20th century
ARTEFACTS: Debris from 1970s sluicing operations

INTEGRITY/CONDITION:  Poor

THREATS:

INTERFRETATION OF PHYSICAL REMAINS:

Although the lead was first worked in 1858, recent hydraulic sluicing operations and strip mining have
obliterated the earlier alluvial diggings,

CULTURAL SIGNIFICANCE:

Significance  ranking:  None

CONSERVATION POLICY:
None required

RECOMMENDATIONS FOR IMPLEMENTATION:
None

Assessor:  David Bannear Date: May 1991
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Tully, 1988
Flett, 1979, p.274
Flett, 1979, p.274
Tully, 1988
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Nuggetty Gully puddler

SITE NO, & NAME: 048 NUGGETTY GULLY PUDDLER
LOCATION: Nuggetty Gully, Waanyarra
DIRECTIONS: Takea bush track 200m Eof the Waanyarra Cemetery Road, on the opposite side

of the main Tamagulla-Dunolly road. Travel N for approximately 300-400m. The
puddlerlies near the damon the Eside of the track; the mine site lies to the NW.

MAP/GRID REFERENCE:  Laanecoorie North 1:25000 -487.231

PARCEL NUMBER: 124582
MUNICIPALITY: Shire of Bet Bet
LAND STATUS. State Forest

EXISTING HERITAGE CLASSIFICATION:  None

FPRESENT MANAGEMENT/USE. LCC-NCE21

HISTORY:

No references found for this gully. Along with others in the area probably opened up in the 1850s. The non-
weathered/vegetated appearance of the puddler suggests the gully was still be re-worked by the traditional
method well into the 20th century,

DESCRIPTION OF PHYSICAL REMAINS:

Puddler

The puddleris situated on the Nside of a dam, Despite having a fresh-looking, raised outer mound, the puddler is
in a very erodedcondition. ‘This erosion has been exacerbated by modern prospecting activities, The puddler
has a diameter of 6.7m (22ft). Its central post is still standing but the inner mound has been removed,

Mine Site
The Nuggetty Reefl workings consist of & line of shallow sinkings. One shaft and a surrounding mullock
paddock is located near the track. Theshaft, which has been worked in recent times, has been sealed off with an
iren framework. A modern steel-framed winch lies nearby.

30m to the Wof the recently worked shaft is another open shaft with its surrounding mullock paddeck. Set
into the W side of the mullock paddock, only 2m from the open shaft, is a mud and stone fireplace. This
fireplace appears o have a stone foundation and mudbrick walls. Tt appears that the mullock was dumped around
the dwelling. Dumps of late 1920s & 1930s rubbish - bottles, ceramics, tins, etc. - lie in the bush around the
dwelling.

PHOTOS: Photo 1: Mudand stone fireplace set in the mullock heap
Photo 2: Construction technique of fireplace

ARTEFACTS. 1930s rubbish and recent mining plant
INTEGRITY/CONDITION:  Poor,

THREATS:

INTERFPRETATION OF PHYSICAL REMAINS.

Workings show that the gully was re-worked on several occasions.

CULTURAL SIGNIFICANCE:

Although the alluvial diggings are, for the most part, intact and representative of the traditional technology,
there are more visible and historically important sites of this nature in the general vicinity. It also appears that
the gully is in process of being stripped mine. All these factors combine to diminish the integrity of the gully
to a point whereit holds no local significance,

Significance  ranking: None
CONSERVATION POLICY.
None required
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RECOMMENDATIONS FOR IMPLEMENTATION:
None

Nuggetty Gully puddler

Assessor: David Bannear Date: May 1991
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Jones Creek GM Co

SITE NO. & NAME: 049 JONES’ CREEK GOLD MINING CO.
LOCATION: Ravens & Gourlay’s Indicator, Waanyarra
DIRECTIONS: Take the bush track immediately opposite the junction of the main Tarnagulla-

Dunolly road and Waanyarra Cemetery Road . Approximately 500m along the
track (heading N)is the mine site.

MAP/GRID REFERENCE:  Laanecooric North 1:25000 - 484.231

PARCEL NUMBER. 124582
MUNICIPALITY: Shire of Bet Bet
LAND STATUS: State Forest

EXISTING HERITAGE CLASSIFICATION:  None

FRESENTMANAGEMENT/USE: LCC- NCE21

HISTORY:

June 1887: atJones’ Creek two new reefs have been discovered, The first by Willlam Gourley ... Flynn and
party discovered the second reef, in the same locality, which is parallel to Gourley's, and some very good

stone 1s being obtained. 1

July 1887: A2Ib. weight was unearthed at Gourley's reef.2

July 1887: Gourley’s Reef, Jones’ Creek - finished crushing about 25 tons for yield of 660zs. gold. Now
sinking a shaft, 3

Feb 1902: The Dunolly Government Battery was managed by Mr. Hamilton. Stone was carted to Dunofly from
Waanyarra for crushing. In February Raven and Gourley crushed two tons of stone for 55 1/2 ozs. of gold and
another load of quartzweighing six tons yielded 52 ozs, 12 dwt. The Mines Department called tenders for
moving the Government Battery from Dunolly to Waanyarra in April, 1902,

Raven, Gourley and Thompson’s claim had been worked profitably for about three years. In April 1903 they
worked 20 loads of stone through the battery and it yielded 50 ozs. The stone was taken from the south end of

the reefadjoining Jarry and Baker's claim which also had good stone. 4

Sept 1905; Managerof Jones' Creek G. M. Co. ... cleaned up three loads for 150z of amalgam, and have about
23 leads to put through ... Contractors have boiler about finished and are getting on with the winch house.>

¢. 1904 : This was discovered by two well-known prospectors. Outof this mine they obtained 620 oz dollied
on site and sent 422 tons to the battery for 1037 oz 13 dwt... In 1904, they sold out to the Jones Creek Gold

Mining Company. 6

May 1906: Jones' Creek Co. ... manager expects to have a 9-head battery completed by Thursday, and will
have the mine unwateredand men below about the same date. The south drive will be continued without delay,
and will soon be underwhat is known as Gourley’s chute of gold, which yielded as much as 600z gold to a

bucketful a few years ago.7

July 1906: Jones’ Creek - a special meeting of the Board of Directors, held on Friday, decidedto sink the main
shaft to 200 feet. A Blake pump will be usedto take away the water, there bein plenty of steam available from

the present plant. Theshaft is down 140 feet...8 -

Sept 1906: Jones Creek Co. ... the contractor has met with great difficulty in removing the pumping plant
purchased by the above company from the Robert Nichol Co. ... It will take a month to finish the contract,

when the work in sinking the shaft will be at once commenced.?

Nov 1906: Jones Creek Co ... the wateris now out of the main shaft and the men below ,., Waanyarra Co.
...arrangements have been madeto crush at Jones Creek battery, while the later is engaged in shaf sinking, 10

DESCRIPTION OF PHYSICAL REMAINS:
The mine workings appear to relate to two phase of mining. The first commenced with the reef’s discovery in

1887, and the second when the Jones” Creek Co. took over the reefin 1904. That company appears to have
erected the battery whose remains survive today.
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Jones Creek GM Co

Battery site
Approximately 50m § of the large dam located at the end of the track arethe remains of a crushing plant. These

consist of concrete foundations, in which areset the impressions of 6 battery stumps (representing 10 head of
stamps). The stumps (had they survived) would have measuredabout 18in (46cm) square. Some of the metal tie
rods associated with the sturnps are still in position.

On a levelled surface, on the castern side of the stumps, is a wooden frame, constructed of beams
approximately 12in (30cm) square. The frame’s internal dimensions are 138t x 8ft (4m x 2.5m) and several iron
bolts protrude from the frame’s upper surface.

Adjoining the northern end of the wooden frame aretwo engine bedlogs, with 4 engine mounting belts still in
position. Thebedlogs areapproximately 12ft (3.6m) long and 12in (30cm) square.

Redbricks are scattered aroundthe site: they are hand-made with no frog, and contain quartzlumps,

15m to the Nof the battery aresome concrete and stone footings. An open shaft lies 15m W: it is fenced off
with iron droppers and strands of wire.

A dumpof battery sand is located near the dam.

PHOTOS: Photo 1: Footings and wooden framework
Photo 2: foundations and engine bed logs.

ARTEFACTS. None visible.
INTEGRITY/CONDITION:  The concrete footings for one of the battery boxes have decayedbadly. The
timber beams arein reasonable condition. Thesite still retains its integrity,

despite the processes of demolition and decay.

THREATS:

CULTURAL SIGNIFICANCE:

The site has:

Historical significance becauseit:

a) represents a sequence of uses or functions through time,

b) is part of a group or network of sites, the totality of which is considered 1o be significant (sites
049 to 032), Together they trace the development of the mining and timber industry around the
township of Waanyaara.

Scientific significance because it represents a partioular type of process, ie. inventive or innovative

process (adaptation of mining site to Bucalyptus distilling)

Significance  ranking:  Regional

CONSERVATION POLICY.

The site’s significance comes from two sources: its intactness and from it being a part of a landscape that
illustrates a chronology of historically important local events, Both the site and the landscape should be
preserved,

RECOMMENDATIONS FOR IMPLEMENTATION.

Site and associaled landscape be protected from further mining. Sites 049-052, are well defined features, and
together document many features of the economic and social development of the Waanyarra area. It is
recommendedthat these sites form the nucleus of a new Historic Area. A detailed archeological survey should be
conducted in the areato see what other sites survive.

Assessor:  David Bannear Date: May 1991
1 Mining Surveyors’ Reports, June 1887

2 Douthat, 1989, p.10

3 Dunolly and Burnt Creek Express , 26/7/1887

4 Douthat, 1989, p.12

5 Dunolly and Burnt Creek Express , 12/9/19056

6 Tully, 1988, p.39

7 Dunolly and Burnt Cresk Express , 15/5/1806

8 Dunolly and Burnt Creek Express , 10{7/1906

9 Bunolly and Burnt Creek Express ,, 25/9/1908
10 Dunolly and Burnt Creek Express , 6/11/1906
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Waanyarra Bucalyptus Distillery

SITE NO, & NAME: 050 WAANYARRA EUCALYPTUS DISTILLERY
LOCATION: Ravens & Gourlay’s Indicator, Waanyarra
DIRECTIONS: Take the bush track immediately opposite the junction of the main Tarnagulla-

Dunolly road and Waanyarra Cemetery Road.  Approximately 500m along the
track (heading N) is the mine site. Near the site of the Jones’ Creek Mining
Company battery and dam.

MAP/GRID REFERENCE:  Laanecoorie North 1:25000 - 484,231

PARCEL NUMBER: P124582
MUNICIPALITY: Shire of Bet Bet
LAND STATUS: State Forest

EXISTING HERITAGE CLASSIFICATION:  None

PRESENT MANAGEMENT/USE: LCC-NCE21

HISTORY.

Perhaps less exhausting was the second industry based on forestry - eucalyptus distilling. The Forest
Commission licensed one distiller, JB Reid, to operate in the Waanyaara Forest, In dry years he could not distill
efficcently as water in his dam fell below the level of his condensing pipes. Then his chimney pipe rusted
through and collapsed ... Distillers worked at Emu in the 19203, along Tarpaulin Creek, and later at
Goldsberough and near Rheola. Although the Waanyaara plant closed down in 1938, new distilleries began

working during the Second World war. At least one survived during the 1950s. 1

1930s: My uncle worked for J. B. Reid, Grocerand HardwareMerchant of Tarnagulla. I.B. also owned and
operated a Eucalyptus Distillery in Waanyaara. | remebermy grandfather designing a device for lifting the
leaves out of the vats, This was made using a wagon wheel, My uncle first cut leaves but later worked at the

distillery. 2

1930s: [Dick Thorp] ... During the depression I worked with Ed Morton for a while cutting eucalyptus shoots.
"Knocking shoots’ was about the only job you could get then. It was good work. We made about £4.10.0 a
week, we'd start about 7.30a.m. We'd cut in an area about six or seven miles around Waanyarra and towards
Durolly, The ‘eucy’ was taken to the Government Bucalyptus plant at Waanyarra. Jimmy Read rented the factory

from the Government and ran the plant. 3

DESCRIPTION OF PHYSICAL REMAINS:

These arethe remains of the Waanyarra eucalyptus distillery which operated during the 20th century until 1538,
Thelocation of the distillery in the grounds of a deserted quartz mine was probably dueto the availability of
fresh water from the mine’s dam for the distillery’s boiler.

Distillery site
Onthe Wand 8 sides of the damarethe remains of a eucalptus distillery. On the S side of the dam, 1m apart, are
two circutar brick-lined vats, The vats have walls 30cm (1) thick, adiameter of 2.05m (6-3/4ft) and areat least
2.6m deep. Thetops of the vats areshaped so as to receive lids. Between the two vats, set at an equal distance
from both, is a large wooden stump. This may well have been part of the foundations for a crane which would
have been necessary to lift the lids off the vats.

Atramway embankment runs § from the vats for a distance of 38m. Its S end is retained by dry stone walling,

Onthe W side of the damis along, rectangular concrete boiler foundation: it is 7.7m (25-1/4ft) long and 90cm
(3ft) wide. ’ )

3m from the N end of the foundation is a squareconcrete structure, whose walls are 30cm (1ft) thick and which
has an inside dimension of 1.5m (5ft) square. This structure is probably the footings for a chimney stack.
Debns lying aroundthe areasuggests the stack was circular.

Nearthe boiler foundations is an ash dumpand rusty sections of boiler. Bricks lie scattered around the site:
they are hand-made and have no frog, and contain lots of quartzlumps.

PHOTOS: Photo 1: Circularbrick lines vats
Photo 2: Concrete boiler footings

Photo 3: Chimney base
Photo 4: Tramwayembankment and dry stone retaining at § end,

ARTEFACTS: Boiler fragments, bricks etc,
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Waanyarra Eucalyptus Distillery

INTEGRITY/CONDITION:  The brickwork of the vats and concrete foundation arein good condition. The site
holds considerable integrity, containing the key diagonstic elements for
interpretation as a distillery,

THREATS:

CULTURAL SIGNIFICANCE:

The site has:

Historical significance because it:

a) represents a sequenceof uses or functions through time,

b) is part of a group or network of sites, the totality of which is considered to be significant (sites
049 1o 052). Together they trace the development of the mining and timber industry around the
township of Waanyaara.

Scientific significance because it represents a particuler type of process, ie. inventive or innovative

process (adaptation of mining site to Bucalyptus distilling)

Significance  ranking:  Regional

CONSERVATION POLICY:

The site’s significance derives from its intaciness and from it being a part of a landscape that documents a
chronology of histerically important local events. Both the site and the landscape should be preserved.

RECOMMENDATIONS FOR IMPLEMENTATION:

The site and associated landscape should be protected from mining. Sites 049-052, arewell defined features, and
together document many features of the economic and social development of the Waanyarra area. It is
recommendedthat these sites form the nucleus of a new Historic Area, A detailed archeological survey should be
conducted in the areato see what other sites survive.

Assessor: David Bannear Date: May 1991
1 McConville (1887), p 61

2 Douthat, 1989, p104

3 Douthat, 1989,p172

108

P
b=
|




Barnes Flat Settlement

SITE NO. & NAME: 051 BARNES FLAT SETTLEMENT
LOCATION: Barnes Flat, Waanyarra
DIRECTIONS. Barnes Flat runs along the Nboundary of the old site of Waanyarratownship. The

houseftents sites are located 75m N'W of E end of the N boundary of the old
township site,

ML4P/GR1D REFERENCE:  Laanecoorie North 1:25000 - 481,229

PARCEL NUMBER: P124582
MUNICIFPALITY: Shire of Bet Bet
LAND STATUS: State Forest/Rec Reserve (1921)

EXISTING HERITAGE CLASSIFICATION:  The township itself has been nominated by the LCC Study and
McConville (1987).

PRESENT MANAGEMENT/USE: LCC-NCE21

HISTORY:

1853: This was one of the first area worked around Jones Creek, discovered by G. H Patterson in 1853. The
original cemetery was on the hill behind the town of Waanyarra. A few wereburied here before the new cemetery

was established on its present site. 1

14 April 1932: William Baker and Mathews found a 8% oz. 6 dwt. nugget valued at £700 at Barnes’ Flat near the
Waanyarra Cemetery, 2

April 1934: An 89 1/2 oz nugget was found at Barnes Flat. 3

DESCRIPTION OF PHYSICAL REMAINS:

The Barnes Flat diggings bear evidence of several phase of re-workings from the 1850s, through the 1930s until
recent times. Thesite consists of two fireplaces and one mudbrick house:

Fireplace No. 1

A chimney constructed out of kerosene ting placed on a foundation of stone and quartz blocks, The tins were
filled with washdirt, then stacked on top of one another. The fireplace is now partially collapsed but would have
measuredabout 2 x 1.5m. Some redbricks are scattered in the rubble; they are hand-made with no frogs,
Fireplace No. 2

13m away, a second fireplace has almost disappeared, It now survives only as a raised mound of clay, in which
can be seen an odd fragment of stone or brick. Probably the fireplace was constructed of mudbrick,

Mudbrick house

6m from Fireplace No. 2 are the remains of a two-roomed mudbrick house. The structure would have measured
about 5 x 2.3m. Only a fireplace and one of the rooms survives above ground level. The mudbrick chimney
stands to a height of Im, and the surviving room has 30cm-thick walls standing about 20cm above the ground.
This room is about 2.1m square.

PHOTOS: Photo 1: Fireplace No. 1
Photo 2: Fireplace No. 2
Photo 3: Mudbrick house
Photo 4: Mudbrick house and fireplace No. 1 in the background.

ARTEFACTS: ) Dumps of 1930s rubbish. Threedifferent manufacturers are represented in the

kerosene tins used for Fireplace No 1: VacuumQil Company, Shell and COR
{Commonwealth Ol Refinery).

INTEGRITY/CONDITION:  Given the nature of the building materials used- mainly clay and tin - the site is in
good condition.

THREATS. Greatest threat appears to be natural processes such as erosion and decay,

CULTURAL SIGNIFICANCE.

The site has:
Historical significance because it is;
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Barnes Flat Settlement

a) part of a group or network of sites, the totality of which is considered to be significant (sites 049
to 052)

b) associated with an important historic event, ie, the discovery of gold at Jones' Creek. Also
reputedto be site of the areas’ first cemetery. Also has associations with the Great Depression,
through the existence of Sustenance dwellings.

Scientific significance because of its ability of the site to answer timely and specific archaeological

research questions, ie., the nature and distribution of Sustenance camps in the Division.

Significance  ranking:  Regional

CONSERVATION POLICY:

The site’s significance derives from its intactness and from it being a part of a landscape that documents a
chronology of historically important local events. Both the site and the landscape should be preserved.

RECOMMENDATIONS FOR IMPLEMENTATION:

The site and associated landscape should be protected from mining, Sites 049-052, arewell defined features, and
together document many features of the economic and social development of the Waanyarra area. It is
recommendedthat these sites form the nucleus of a new Historic Area, A detailed archeclogical survey should be
conducted in the areato see what other sites survive.

Assessor; David Bannear Date: May 1991

i Tully, 1988, p.33
2 Douthat, 1989, p.16
3 Tully, 1988, p.33
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Jones' Creek/Secret Hill diggings

SITE NO, & NAME: 052 JONES’ CREEK/SECRET HILL DIGGINGS
LOCATION: Waanyarra
DIRECTIONS: Immediately S of junction between Tamnagulla-Dunolly mainroad and Waanyaara

Cemetery Road. The puddling machine site is 25m NW of the of the bush tracks
that run SW along Jones’ Creek and S along the back of Secret Hill,

MAP/GRID REFERENCE. Puddler: Laanecoorie North 1:25000 - 485,225

PARCEL NUMBER: 124587
MUNICIPALITY: Shire of Bet Bet
LAND STATUS: State Forest

EXISTING HERITAGE CLASSIFICATION:  LCCStudy, McConville (1987)

PRESENT MANAGEMENT/USE. LCC-NCEZ21

HISTORY:
23 August 1862: Jones’s Creek - A new rush took place...which is likely to tum out well, !

1853: Jones Creek is a few miles south-west of Tarnagulla, and the discovery of gold there followed
immediately upon the opening of the latter field. The first official report on the field , early in March 1853,
said that Moliagul was deserted for ‘a sheet of water eight miles nearerthe Loddon, and this was followed on
the 26 March by another report saying the Moliagul Camp had been removed to Jones Creek, ten miles away.
. The first newspaper report of the new goldfield was early 1853, A number of names have come up in
connection with the discovery, and of these perhaps the most likely prospector was G. H, Patterson, who
claimed a rewardfor the discovery of Jones Creek, and ‘near Jones Creek’. The latter place, difficult to identify

today, but called ‘Patterson’s Diggings' in 1854, was possibly at Patterson’s Reef. 2

This creek is formed by the junction of Cateh me, Nuggetty and Great Northern Leadsand only runs 3 km
before joining the Waanyarra Creek. The whole district is often referredto as Jones Creek...3

Waanyarra Township: Popularly called Jones Creek this township was the centre for the area for many years
until farming closer to the Loddon River became the area’s main interest. There weretwo main hotels, the
White Swan (remains of well still visible) andthe Jones Creek Hotel closer to Tranagulla. Waanyarra also had

several stores and a post office, which remained open until the 1920°s. 4

1853: The Commissioner's Camp at Jones Creek was sited on water about one and a half miles below the town
site later. The place was gazetted for Peity Sessions on 29 October 1853, and named ‘Beverly’, a name which

failed to stick. Commissioner Bull's map of this area, done at the time, shows the diggings at Jones Creek as
the main gully at the town site and the three gullies running into it on the west side; the site of Beverly is also

shown. 5

1853: The police camp and the first wereestablished in 1853 on two flats along Jones Creck. The camp
probably was wherethe Bicycle Track B.B.Q is now. William Templeton was the Commissioner. The
township, Officially called Beverley, but always Jones Creek by the lecals, wason a flat along Jones Creek.

This was probably the last flat before the private land, behind the signpost ‘Old Waanyarra Townsite’. 6

1853: Several prospectors have been named as the first gold discoveries of the Jones Creek field, G. H.
Patterson claimed the rewardsaying that he found the first gold there in 1853, But the Goldfields Rewards
Board refusedhis application along with those of Philip White and Charles Jones. Captain John Mechosk was
in the Jones' Creek area before he opened up and was rewardedfor the Tarrengower field. It was reported that
Mechosk found gold at Jones’ Creek but didnot claim the reward.The popular story ...[is] ... The Baker party,
having travelled overland from South Australia in 1853, stopped at the creek to camp. A women in the party,
whilst washing dishes in the creek, found some specks of gold. TheJones” Creek rush was said to have started
from this discovery in March 1853, Charles Baker, husband of the woman who discovered the gold claimed
the rewardfor the Jones’ field ... The gold rewardscommittee, unable to decide on the various claims ... ruled
that the gold found by the applicants was sufficient reward/

1854-55: Jones Creek was almost deserted... but there werelarge rushes in January 1856 and September-
November following, No doubt Tipperary Gully, the western end of Jones Creek, was opened in 1853, and Wet
Guily, Long Gully, Sawpit, Deadman’s, Specimen and Mosquito opened at the rushes in 1856: the latter places

by Spaniards, Greeks, and East Indiamen. Therewas a township at Mosquito. 8
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Jones” Creek/Secret Hill diggings

Sept 1855: Jones’s Creek is exceedingly dull. Mining has never been in such a depressed state as this place
before. Population is about 150, 9

1856: Jones Creek was anugget bed, and one piece of 410 oz was found by Gourlay, 10

Nov 1856; Rushes also ocourredat the same time at Jones® Creek itself, wherethe usual small rush rather
quickly dissipated, and at Mosquito wherethere was a large number digging. 11

1857: Chinese on the Goldfields ... The Chinese werewell awareof the richness of the Jones® Creek alluvial
fields and left Sandy Creek diggings during the week of the big finds at Jones' Creek. The Maryborough and

Dunolly Advertiser, on 15th September, 1857 reported..[their departure] 12

Mid 1859: Jones’ Creek contained 130 people only at this time, but Sandy Creek was thriving. 13

1862; Waanyarrais known to have producedthe purest gold ever found in the world, being 99.9% pure.
Waanyarra is also known for the large amount of alluvial nuggest foundthere ... a dull time on the fields was
always revitalised by the discovery of a nugget. This can be seen from the various rushes which cccurredar
Waanyarra over the years. The Inglewood Advertiser on 3rd January, 1862 reported "Mining a Jones Creek s
generally dull”, But it was only a matter of weeks before the place was rushed after the news that a 52 1b.

nugget had been found at "Secret Hill". Then followed larger finds, and Waanyarra was bustling again. 14

11 October 1862: Jones's Creek - A splendid discovery was madeon Secret Hill.,.in the reefworked as the
‘Anglesey’ some two years ago, but now named after the township of ‘Waanyarra'.ls

1868 Names taken from Postal Directory for Jones Creek/Waanyarra lists 6 storekeepers, 17 miners, 1
inkmaker, 4 dairymen, 1 tailor, 7 farmers, 1 publican, 1 butcher, 2 blacksmiths, 1 brickmaker, 1 gunsmith, 1
postmaster, 2 carpenters, 2 wheelwrightd, 1 saddler, 1 schoolteacher, 1 cowkeeper, 1 baker, 1 tobacco

grower, 3 gardeners, 1 shoemaker, and one Justice of the Peace,16

22 Dec 1888: lohn Pearceand John McEvoy, whe had been puddling for some time in an alluvial gully at
Waanyarra found a 99 ozs. 2 dwt. nugget. The gully, which had been worked in the early days of the diggings,
had been famous for its large nuggets.

Dec 1888 a nugget weighing 99 ozs. 2dwts gross was found at Jones' Creek, by John Pierce and John
McBvoy. These men had been working for some time puddling and facing out an alluvial gully that had been

previously worked, and was famous for large nuggets in the early days of the diggings. 18

Alluvial "Rushes” wereconstantly occurring, and the chance discovery of a nugget attracted hundreds of men
to the district in the space of a few hours ... The Wanyarra rush was started in 1902 by Messrs Lockett Bros.

Much gold was found on this field, the largest piece was by A. Taig, 19

Jan 1903: Lack of water was a drawback at the Waanyarra Rush, The Dunolly Express, 20th Jan, 1903,
reported that parties wereleaving the Waanyarra Rush daily ... Workings at Waanyarra wereupset by a heavy
storm and fleoding in March, 1903 ... April, 1903, sawa falling of numbers at the Waanyarra Rush. The large
volume of water in the creek madework dangerous. McPherson and Co.’s claim near the creek was suddenly
flooded, but the miners escaped in time. Water was being pumped from many claims ...

June 1903: Waanyarra Rush was described as 'almost athing of the past’ because of the rising creek, but still
diggers wereworking and having success ... The people who lived at Waanyarra kept on with their claims and

managed to keep their families by small finds and by producing their own food. 20

1930: Thenext 'Rush’ was in the 1930°s when the Great Depression saw many men ‘shipped off” to the
goldfields with a pan and pick, atent and 6/- s week to supplement their finds ... There was a canvass
township ...[at the] ...Waanyarra Rush where nearly 100 werecamped. Claims were7 x 1 f. It was like a
revival of the early days where men with little experience weretrying to survive on the gold ... Two hundred
men wereon the field where water was scarce in February, 1932 ... Many of the Depression miners werelucky
encugh and hardwerking enough te survive in their tents and rough huts, finding gold or cutting wood, but it
is well known amoung the families of Waanyarra who had been there since the early days, that the women on
the small farms kept so many of the poor men feed, By this time when the small farms wereproducing more

food than the families could eat, the excess producewas given or sold to the miners.21

DESCRIPTION OF PHYSICAL REMAINS:

Re-worked alluvial ground asociated with the township of Waanyarra.

Alluvial workings

Relalively intact stretch of alluvial diggings stretching from Secret Hill to the old township site of Waanyarra.

On the eastern side of the diggings, on the W slope of Seeret Hill is a puddling machine. Only half of the
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Jones’ Creek/Secret Hill diggings

puddlersurvives, the other half having been bulldozed. The puddleris of the worn-looking, ground level variety.
The post still stands in what survives of the inner mound and the puddler would have had a daimeter of 6.7m
{22ft).

PHOTOS: Photo 1: surviving section of puddler, with sinkings in the background,
ARTEFACTS: Further survey required

INTEGRITY/CONDITION:  Good

THREATS: Strip mining and treasure hunting

CULTURAL SIGNIFICANCE,

Thesite has:
+ Historical significance because it is:

a) part of a group or network of sites, the totality of which is considered to be significant (sites 049
to 052)

b} associated with an important event, ie. the discovery of gold in the area and the formation of the
township of Waanyarra,

Scientific significance because of its historical representativeness, ie., it clearly illustrates the

nature of traditional alluvial sinking. The diggings arealso very accessible, as a track, forming part

of the Shire of Bet Bet’s tourist bicycle route, runs along their southern boundary.

Significance  ranking; Regional

CONSERVATION POLICY:

The site's significance derives from its intactness and from it being a part of a landscape that documents a
chronology of historically important local events. Both the site and the landscape should be preserved.

RECOMMENDATIONS FOR IMPLEMENTATION:

The site and associated landscape should be protected from mining. Sites 049-052, arewell defined features, and
together document many features of the economic and social development of the Waanyarra area. It is
recommended that these sites form the nucleus of a new Historic Area. A detailed archeclogical survey should be
conducted in the areato see what other sites survive,

Assessor; David Bannoear Date: May 1991

Dunolly and Burnt Cresk Express , 23.8.1862, p. 2
Flett, 19879, p.274

Tully, 1988, p.33

Tully, 1988, p.33

Flett, 1878, p.274

Tully, 1988, p.34

Douthat, 1989, p.B

Flett, 1979, p.274

Mining Surveyors’ Reports, Sept 1888
10 Flatt, 1979, p.274

11 Flatt, 1956

12 Douthat, 1989, p.&

13 Flett, 1958

14 Douthat, 1989,p 8

15 Dunolly and Burnt Creek Express , 11,10.1862,p. 2
16 Douthat, 1989, p.22-23

17 Douthat, 1989, p.10

18 Mining Surveyors’ Reports, Dec 1888
19 Clarke, 19865, p.6

20 Douthat, 1989, p.13

21 Douthat, 1289, pp.13-16
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Tipperary Gully tailings

SITE NO. & NAME: 053 TIPPERARY GULLY TAILINGS
LOCATION: Tipperary Gully, Waanyarra
DIRECTIONS: SWofthe junction between Waanyarra Cemetery Road/Wet Track, Tipperary Gully

MAP/GRID REFERENCE.;  Laanecoorie North 1:25000 - 490,222

PARCEL NUMBER: P124587
MUNICIPALITY: Shire of Bet Bet
LAND STATUS: State Forest

EXISTING HERITAGE CLASSIFICATION:  None

PRESENT MANAGEMENT/USE: LCC-NCE21

HISTORY:

No historical references found

DESCRIFTION OF PHYSICAL REMAINS:

Large dam which has a dump of battery sand located on its nerthern perimeter. A site inspection found no
evidence of any battery site. Recent bulldozing work to  enlarge the dam may have removed the physical
remains. Could also be a cyanide works site,

PHOTOS. None taken

ARTEFACTS: None visible

INTEGRITY/CONDITION:  Poor

THREATS: Gone beyond any consideration

CULTURAL SIGNIFICANCE:

Remains areinsufficient to be of significance.

CONSERVATION POLICY:

None required

RECOMMENDATIONS FOR IMFLEMENTATION:

None

Assessor: David Bannear Date: May 1991
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Sawpit Gully diggings

SITE NO. & NAME: 054 SAWPIT GULLY DIGGINGS
LOCATION: Sawpit or Shingle Gully, Waanyarra
DIRECTIONS: T00m S along Wet Track, from its junction with Waanyarra Cemetery Road.

Diggings runin s B-Wdirection both sides of the track.

MAP/GRID REFERENCE:  Laanecoorie North 1:25000 - Diggings run from 478.214 to 488.213

PARCEL NUMBER: P124587
MUNICIPALITY: Shire of Bet Bet
LAND STATUS: State Forest

EXISTING HERITAGE CLASSIFICATION:  Noae

PRESENT MANAGEMENT/USE: LCC-NCE21

HISTORY:

1854-55: Jones Creek was almost deserted ... but there werelarge rushes in January 1856 and September-
Novemebr following. No doubt Tipperary Gully, the western end of Jones Creek, was opened in 1853, and
Wet Gully, Long Gully, Sawpit, Deadman's, Specimen and Mosquito opened at the rushes in 1856: the latter

places by Spaniards, Greeks, and East Indiamen, There was a township at Mosquito. 1

1856: This gully was opened in 1856. A small rush occurredin 1867 when gold was found undersome cement
in the gully. 2

June 1900: Messts Gourley and Williams, who have been working at Shingle Gully, are reported to have struck a
3
good reef.

DESCRIPTION OF PHYSICAL REMAINS:

Reworked alluvial ground :
Brief inspection of the gully found no puddling sites or stone fireplaces. The alluvial diggings are relatively
intact and pronounced. Some small scale quartzmining on a reefthat runs across the gully.

PHOTOS: None taken
ARTEFACTS. None visible
INTEGRITY/CONDITION:  Alluvial diggings relatively intact and in good condition,

THREATS: Strip mining

CULTURAL SIGNIFICANCE,

The gully holds little historical significance in terms of the Division's mining history. The diggings are
relatively well-defined and form a very tightly-knit band of diggings, The alluvial diggings are also associated
with some small-scale reefmining. Although not significant at present, if other, more historically important
landscapes are destroyed in the future,this situation would alter,

Significance  ranking:  Local

CONSERVATION POLICY:
None required

RECOMMENDA fYONS FOR IMPLEMENTATION:

None

Assessor; David Bannear Date; May 1991
1 Flett, 1879, p.274

2 Tully, 1988, p.34

3 Dunolly and Burnt Creek Express , 8/6/1800
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Poverty Reef monument

SITE NO. & NAME: 055 POVERTY REEF MONUMENT
LOCATION: Poverty Reef, Tarnagulla
DIRECTIONS: Runs along the Eside of Tarnagulla, N of the Tarnagulla Caravan Park.

MAP/GRID REFERENCE:  Laanecoorie North 1:25000 - 529.267

PARCEL NUMBER. P131294 and P131317
MUNICIPALITY: Shire of Bet Bet
LAND STATUS. Unreserved Crown Land

EXISTING HERITAGE CLASSIFICATION.:  LCCStudy; MCConville (1987)

FPRESENT MANAGEMENT/USE: LCC-NCT1

HISTORY:

Sandy Creek/Tarnagulla: This was the richest reefon the goldfield. Anincredible 13-1/2 tons or 324,000 oz
was mined from an areaa 120m long and 120m deep at an average of 4 oz/ton. 1

1B853-54: Paverty Reef, a sensationally-rich quartzdeposit just east of the town was known during 1853-54
and was first workedby George and James Walker. In 1855 it was pioneered by King and Hatt, and Bell and

Hammend soon afer. 2

1853-54: prospectors began to turn their attention to quartzmining, and it was about this time that Messrs
King, D. Hatt, Hawkins and R. W, Hammond discovered Poverty Reef, This splendid reef made Tarnagulia
famous when its wealth was madeknown to the wondering world. Its astonishing richness was withheld from
its discoverers, and it was not until Messrs Beynon, |, Davies and Willlams brought their practical mining
knowledge 10 bearon its problems that its truly remarkable values weredisclosed, The eriginal prospectors
spent their time and energy until they werealmost in despair of every striking the lode that had lavished its
wealth in the alluvial flats and gullies. In fact, one half of the Prince of Wales Claim [No 7] was offered for
$40 and there wereno buyers, $100,000 was offered for the same interest afew weeks later ... The Poverty Reef
was named by Mr D. Hatt in remembrance of Poverty Bay, NewZealand, where his life had been saved by a
Macori maid when he was in danger of drowning. The Poverty lode was peculiar in that it occurredin massive
blocks of quartz. Bachblock was thick in the middle and tapered at each end and was generally schistose
casing between the points of overlap. When a block was worked out the next block was found by tracing the

leaders or small quartzveins that connected them. 3

Sept 1855; Very little known of the early days of Poverty Reefthere, but an article in the "Tarnagutla Leader"
tells usthat it was first worked by the Walker Bros. "the well known farmers". Alot of stone from Poverty was
crushed at the McCallums Creek battery in Sept 1855 went 92 ozs to the ton and was considered the richest in

the state. 4

1857: Tarnagulla town was the scene of much activity and even then the Great Poverty Reefwhich a year or so
later was to astonish the country by its returns, was in the process of making men rich ... King’s and
Hammand’s crushing plants wereworking right in the town, and Wayman’s and another werealso working

alongside the great reefthat ran parallel to the street about 150 yards to the east.d

1859: from a single crushing from the Prince of Wales Claim ... two cakes of gold weighing 1,389 and 1,054
ounces wereobtained, some of the stone producing the magnificent yield of 200 ounces to the ton ... About
this period the Gold Fields Commissioners visited Tarnagulla and they wereshown akiln of quartzvalued at

$40,000. &

Mid t859: Sandy Creek was thriving. The yield from Poverty Reefalone was 600 ounces per week, and 6
crushing machines operated in the town. 7

tune 1859: Poverty Reef-9 claims, 140 aggregate fength, 3 to 6 oz/per ton ... Poverty is by far the most
important ...[freef in the Dunolly Division} ... It almost exclusively employs three crushing machines, two of
25-horse power, each, and ene of 12-horse power, besides an 8-horse power engine for winding for the two
principal claims almost adjoining. One of these claims, 80 feet in length, and which is being workedat a
depth of 200 feet, is regularly yielding 600 ounces weekly. Thenext, north of the above, after being worked

constantly for 20 months, has struck the reefat a depth of 247 feet, and is quite as rich as the other,
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Poverty Reef monument

Aug1859: The first mining lease to be taken out in the district was issued on August 1859, The first lease was
to the first Poverty Reef Co. - "The Sandy Creck QuartzMining Co" - to King, Summers, Beynon, Alex

Turball, and Thomas Baker, lease No. 16 in the Maryborough Mining District, Dunolly Division. 9

Sept 1859: On Poverty Reef, which continues its extraordinary success, s pumping and winding engine of 20-
horse power is in the course of erection by Messrs Beynam and Co. on the north end; and on the south end the
Poverty Reef Mining Co. are making preparations for the erection of machinery which is on its way from

Melboumne. They have called for tenders for the engine-shaft on the reef, and are about to commence work on a

block of alluvial ground they have leased. 10

Nov 1859: Onthe north end of Poverty Reef, Messrs Neynon and Company’s engine has commenced bailing
in the shaft over 300f deep in their amalgamated claim. 11

Dec 1859: The Poverty Reef Company have their engine and chimney completed, and intend to commence
winding in their main shaft. 12

April 1860: Mining Lease Company - Poverty Reef Co's main shaft sunk to a depth of 260ft and their engine
is at work winding and bailing.
Onthe north end of Poverty Reefan amalgamated claim on Messrs Beynon and Company has a prospecting

shaft to a depth of 360ft ... This is the deepest shaft in the division. 13

10 April 1863: Tarnaguila - On Wednesday 1st, MrWardenOrme fixed the rate of assessment for pumping to
be paid to certain claimholders on Poverty to the Company. 14

Sept 1864: all mining has been suspended in consequence of pending arrangements among the various claim
holders for leasing the ground and erecting more extensive machinery, and consequently about 100 miners
have been thrown out of employment on this reef for the present, but new and powerful machinery is being

erected by claimhelders conjeintly. 15

Qct 1865: Poverty Reefis situated in the heart of the township, about 150 feet eastward from the main street.
South of the prospecting claim there are five claims (not including the Poverty Reef Gold Mining Company),
and north of it there arealso five. In the last direction there wereat one time many others, but the works
appear now to be entirely suspended, the golden lode not having been traced after about eight years sinking
and prospecting. The shareholders in the prospecting shaft, and five claims to the north and two te the south
have amalgamated which step has resulted in the foundation of the Victoria Company ... The shafts on this
Victoria claim areall being sunk to the stipulated depth of 450 feet. The new company, however, is getting
down with its water shaft, and will begin raising quartzfrom that level, notwithstanding the before mentioned
arrangement ... Upon reaching the surfacethe quartzis thrown upon the open kilns near the shaft, a plan
considered not only economical but expeditous. The mine force employed consists of 45 miners ... the
contrael for roasting and carting quartzis 1s 6d perton; firewood generally 5s 3d. perton, of 48 feet, The
machinery comprises one horizontal engine; cylinder 18 inch with stoke of 3 feet; two Cornish boilers, 24
feet by 6 feet 6 inches each; this drives the pumps and lifts, with Vivian patent friction winding gear. The
pumps are 8 inches in diameter, and consist of both plunger and lift. Thereis besides one small winding
engine, 10 inch cylinder. Theengine with boiler is housed in a substantial brick building 30 feet by 30 feet,
and covered with corrugated iron. Thereis one Clayton and Shuttleworth’s portable engine for winding from
No. 4 and No. 6 claims, and one of Roby's patent pertable 10-hp engine foe winding from No. 6 north, There
arc four crushing plants on the ground, two of cighteen heads of stampers each, with engine of 25-hp, and
tailings pumps, and two of twelve heads each. The amount of quartzcrushed weekly is estimated to average

400 tons. 16

1866: The Dunolly and Bet Bet Shire Express, of 8th October ... reported that an area of 300 square feet had
then yielded one and a quartermillion pounds sterling. 17

March 1868: Most of the claims on this line of reefarelet on tribute and are giving satisfactory returns. Two
crushings, taken from the Prince of Wales ground, yielded 2o0zs. perton; they have 20tons on the surface,18

Sept 1868: Thewhole of the line of reefis now worked by five different parties of tributers, 19

March 1870; United Poverty Company - Since erushing commenced (on 8th Feb) up to the present time,
1,480 tons of quartzhave been passed underthe stamps, yielding 3dwits per ton. Although this yield leaves a
small margin of profit afier the expenses arepaid, it is not so good as expected, and the batterics will now be
employed crushing from the 260-foot level, while in the meantime, preparations arebeing madeto let
contracts for raising stone from the Victoria and Poverty shafts from the 400-foot and 600-foat levels
respectively.

South Poverty Consols Company have struck a reefat 180 feet from the surface 8 feet thick...

[ronbark Gully Co. areat a standstill owing to an influx of water.20
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Poverty Reefmonument

Sept 1870: United Poverty Co's prospects have materially improved during the last quarter,
South Poverty Consols Co. areraising quartzfrom a depth of 40ft from the surface, and niear the southern end
of their leased ground they purpose erecting pumping and winding machinery, to enable them to sink their

main shafl and test the ground at a great d::'pth.21

March 1871: United Poverty Company is the only one doing anything. 22

June 1871: United Poverty Company have crushed 1781 loads of stone, which yielded 390075, 10dwts.
South Poverty Consols arenot carrying on mining operations at present, but the batteries areemployed
crushing stone for the public

North Poverty Company have let their mine on tribute, and the prospects are consudered very good.23

Sept 1871: Prince of Wales Company, Poverty Reef ... anew company to work this ground is being
endeavouredto be formed, three men have been working on tribute for sometime unprofitably. 24

Dec 1871: United Poverty Company aredriving at the 530-foot level. Six men are employed on this work; six
men are employed driving from the main shaft east; six men are working on tribute in the central ground.
Prince of Wales Co. - nothing doing at present

Beynon's lease - nothing doing at present.

South Poverty Consols Company have been employed sinking and breaking stone, and have been engaged in

reducing stone for themselves and the public. 25

March 1873: United Povert Company have crushed 603 tons for a yield of 2770zs,

Prince of Wales Company - a new company has been formedto work this ground, and operations are intended
to be commenced at once.

London and Lancashire Comapny are working at the 350-foot level, and sinking the shaft deeper.,

South Poverty Consols Co. are fetting a little goid.26

June 1873: United Poverty Reef Co. - aredriving north and south at the 465-foot level; 1045 tons crushed for
a yield of 13302s.
Prince of Wales and London and Lancashire Comapnies areabout, in conjunction, to sink the shaft at the

latter company to a depth of 454 feet. 27

Sept 1874: Most of the companies on this line of reefareidle at the present, but the United Poverty, Prince of
Wales, and the London and Lancashire Companies arenegotiating for an amalgamation of their several
claims,

West Poverty Reef - The Lady Bowen Company have struck some stone that shows good promise. 28

Dec1874: Most of the companies and claimholders on the line of quartzreefs in this division have suspended
work ... The Poverty Reef Company have only two men employed. 29

Sept 1875: The Poverty Company and London and Lancashire Companies areamalgamating, and it is said that
work on this reefwill be shortly commenced. 30

March 1876: The Prince of Wales Company, Poverty Reef, have started their crushing machine, having

supply of water from the mine. 31

March 1878: indications of improvement, as preparations arebeing madeby cleaning out boilers and
overhauling machinery ete., to resume work on the Old Poverty line of reefs, 32

Sept 1878: Poverty Reef Co. have been engaged draining their mine, 33
June 1879: United Poverty Tribute Co. - This company are working, 34

Sept 1879: Paverty Company stil} idte, 33

1880: Old Poverty Reefhas again been floated, and the company are about to commence operations with

every prospect of success. 36

June 1881: Old Poverty Reef Co. - aresinking their main shaft, which is now down 590 feet, and are putting
in a drive at 450-foot level. 37

March 1884: The Poverty Reef Company are at present engaged in sinking their shaft and putting up

machinery. 38
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Poverty Reef monument

June 1884: The United Poverty and Prince of Wales Company have been crosscutting for the reefat 200 feet
...they arealso erecting pumping and winding machinery. 39

Sept 1884: Prince of Wales and Old Poverty Co., puraping and winding machinery {two engines) in the course
of erection, and will be ready for work some time in October, As soon as the machinery is in working orderthe

company intend sinking the shaft to 600 feet, 40

Sept 1885: Prince of Wales and Old Poverty Company - still sinking their main shafl. Present depth 542 feet,
They are also engaged at putting their crushing works in repai:.41

June 1888: Prince of Wales and Old Poverty Company have sunk their main shaft to a depth of 763 feet from
the surface. Up to the present time they have been working with flat hemp ropes, but as the depth is now so

great they find it avisable to substitute wire ch]:u:s.‘d'2

Dec 1890: Prince of Wales and Old Poverty Co. - the east crosscut at 900 feet level has been extended 8 feet for
the week .43

March 1891: now fixing opening frameat 1,010 feet, 44

May 1892: Prince of Wales and Old Poverty Company - Housing over Root’s blower just about finished. 43

1894-95 cyanide plant: a syndicate was formedto work the tailings of the Poverty mine by Messrs Duncan,
Noyes & Co., by means of the cyanide process. This wasthe first time that this process was successfully
undertaken on a large scale in Australia. Some hundreds of thousands of tons of sand weretreated during the
eight years that this company wereat work, and the results obtained wereremarkable. As much as 28 dwtof

gold per ton of sand was recovered 40

Sept 1855: cable from London - company knawn as the Bendige Consel Co, with a capital of £120,000 has
been formed for the purpose of acquiring Victorian Mining properties. One of the properties purchased by the
company is the Prince of Wales and Old Poverty Mine, Tanagulla from which about 10 1/2 tons of gold have

been taken in the past. 47

Nov 1895: The following parcels of stone have been crushedat the Poverty Battery, Tarnagulla - from
Racecourse Rd., Prince of Wales lease, and Jim Crow .48

March 1896: Bendigo Consols, Tarnagulla - 900 foot level south extended, 49

1902 -1912 cyanide plant :Furtherimprovement in the process resulted in the re-treatment of these tailings
by Messrs Lyndon & Dowsley, between 1902 and 1912, This company also obtained rich returns from the

slimes that had been neglected by Messrs Duncan, Noyes & Co.50

1909: A syndicate, with the aid of a Govt loan, took up ground south of the old Poverty shaft and has been
engaged in sinking a shaft to a depth of 148 feet, cross cutting east and west, 71

DESCRIPTION OF PHYSICAL REMAINS:
McConville (1987) provided the following details of the Poverty Reef Field:

Areaof mine working with shafts covered. One shaft recently operated and has a frame above the
shaft opening. Some brick footings left on the surface and several mounds of waste material
taken from the shafts. Some remains of brick footings from earlier mine workings. A

monuement marking reefis visible from Commercial Road 52
Little survives of the reefworkings which weresome of the richest in the Division. All that is visible today are
the remnants of very substantial tailing heaps, a line of shallow workings and small mullock heaps, and a

scatter of stone and brick fireplaces. Atthe entrance of the modern mine site, a monument has been erected to
commemorate the richness of the reefand its significance to the township of Tarnagulla

PHOTOS: None taken

ARTEFACTS: Mainly domestic rubbish. It is interesting to note that discussions with local
treasure hunters reveal that the artefacts found associated with house/chimney
sites scattered through the bush mostly relate to the 20th century.

INTEGRITY/CONDITION:  Given the scale of what oceuredon the site, very poor integrity.
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Poverty Reef monument

THREATS: Gone beyond any consideration - an archival site i

CULTURAL SIGNIFICANCE: ’

MecConville (1987): |

An exceptionally rich reef even when compared to Ballarat and Bendigo. The field was orucial to the
survival of the town of Tamagulla, Most of the principal political and commercial figures in the town
mademoney from the field. Its location alengside the major commercial areaof the town is an essential |
aspect of the character of the character of Tarnagulla and a reminder of the connections between the town ;

and the mining activity. 53

Assessment of this study
Despite the reef’s historical importance, the extent and integrity of the surviving features have been diminished
to such an extent that little of significance remains on the site, Thesite has:
- Historical significance because it:
a} isassociated with an important event, ie. the location and development of the township of
Tamagulla

b) was a success as a mine in terms of production levels and yields.

Social significance becauseof its importance to the local and wider community, as reflected by the

erection of the monument.

Significance  ranking:  Local

CONSERVATIONPOLICY:

None required |
RECOMMENDATIONSORIMPLEMENTATION:

None ‘
Assessor:  David Bannear Date: May 1991

1 Tally 1988, p44 —
2 Flett 1979, p272

3 Clarke 1985, p4 ,
4 Flett, 1958
5 Flete, 1958 :
8 Clarke 1885, p4

7 Flett, 1956

8 Mining Surveyors’ Reports June 1859, p15

9 Flett, 1956

10 Mining Surveyors’ Reports Sept 1859, p14

11 Mining Surveyors' Reports, Nov 1859

12 Mining Surveyors’ Reports, Dec 1859

13 Mining Surveyors’ Reports, April 1860

14 Duneolly and Burnt Creek Express , 10 April 1863, p3
15 Mining Survayors’ Reports, Sept 1864

16 Dicker's Mining Record , 24/11/1865, p243

17 Clarke 1985, p4

18 Mining Surveyors’ Reports, March 1868

19 Mining Surveyors’ Reports, Sept 1868

20 Mining Survaeyors’ Reports, March 1870

21 Mining Surveyors’ Reports, Sept 1870

22 Mining Surveyors’ Reports, March 1871

23 Mining Surveyors’ Reports, June 1871

24 Mining Surveyors’ Reports, Sept 1871 ;
25 Mining Surveyors’ Reports, Dec 1871 |
26 Mining Surveyors’ Reports, March 1873

27 Mining Surveyors’ Reports, Junel874

28 Mining Surveyors’ Reports, Sept 1874 i
239 Mining Surveyors’ Reports, Dec 1874 !
30 Mining Surveyors’ Reports, Sept 1875 '
3t Mining Surveyors’ Reports, March 1876
32 Mining Surveyors’ Raports, March 1878
33 Mining Surveyors’ Reports, Sept 1878
34 Mining Surveyors’ Reports, June 1879
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Calder's Reef workings

SITE NO. & NAME; 056 CALDER’S REEF WORKINGS

LOCATION: Calder’s Reef, Waanyarra !
i

DIRECTIONS. 175 km § down Wet Track from its junction with Waanyarra Cemetery Road, R

side of the road

MAFP/GRID REFERENCE.:  Laaneccorie North 1:25000 - 481.207

PARCEL NUMBER: P124587 ;
MUNICIPALITY: Shire of Bet Bet
LAND STATUS: State Forest .

EXISTING HERITAGE CLASSIFICATION:  None |

PRESENT MANAGEMENT/USE.: Mine site now part of Bealiba Watercatchment dam P

HISTORY: .

Calders Creck, Nov 1872: A 20 ozs. nugget found at the lower end of Jones' Creek was sold at Dunclly. The
Nugget was reported close to Calder’s Reef. 1 i

DESCRIPTION OF PHYSICAL REMAINS:

The mine site has largely been levelled. All that survives is a portion of a mullock heap and associated stone -
lined leading bay.

PHOTOS, None taken :
ARTEFACTS None visible
INTEGRITY/CONDITION:  Poor

THREATS: Site is beyond censideration.

INTERFPRETATION OF PHYSICAL REMAINS: |

What little survives of this reefmine is difficult 1o interpret,

CULTURAL SIGNIFICANCE.: fet

Significance  ranking: none

CONSERVATION POLICY:
None required

RECOMMENDATIONS FOR IMPLEMENTATION:
None

Assessor: David Bannear Date: May 1991

1 Couthat, 1289, p.9
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American Reef quartz mine

SITE NO. & NAME: 057 AMERICAN REEF QUARTZ MINE
LOCATION: Laanecoorie
DIRECTIONS: American Reef line of workings, 450m N up Newbridgeroad from its junction with

main Laanecoorie-Tarnagulla road. Mine site is located in second paddock,
approx. 600m Eof the Newbridge Road.

MAP/GRID REFERENCE:  Laanecoorie North 1:25000 -581.214

PARCEL NUMBER. P124613
MUNICIPALITY: Shire of Bet Bet
LAND STATUS: Private

EXISTING HERITAGE CLASSIFICATION:  None

PRESENT MANA GEMENT/USE: Pastoral

HISTORY:

1850s/60s: The American Reef, discovered soon after the first rush to the [Cay's] area, produced 2025 oz in the
first nine months of operation. This was from 1500 tons in five separate claims along 120 yards of the reef, 1

June 1859: American Reef[Cay's] - 2 claims, 55yds aggregate length, yielding 3 oz/ton. 2

Sept 1859: |..the upper or surfacereef, as it is termed, is nearly worked out; but several claims are going down...
the wateris an obstacle. 3

April 1860: ...an extended claim on American reef...on which the proprietors arearranging to erect machinery. 4

Dec 1867: At Cay’s Diggings - The Kangaroo and American Reefs, long since abandoned, are again taken up by
private companies, and will shortly be worked,d

Dec 1870: The Kangaroo and American Companies (Cays) are negotiating with Melbourne capitalists for the
erection of machinery for the purpose of working their mines in a more efficient manner. 6

Sept 1871: The American Company - The shareholders are negotiating with some capitalists at Sandhurst.
When this is concluded, machinery will be erected and work commenced.’

Dec 1872: The American Company areabout erecting pumping machinery. 8

2 June 1895: Old American Quartz Company, Laaneccorie - The plans for the removal and re-erection of
machinery wereadopted today. The final completion of the purchase of the machinery from Mr Price for £6000

was made...”

6 August 1895: Tenders for the removal of machinery was deferredfor a month. Mr E. Hayes, of Tarnaguila, was
appointed mining manager.lo

13 April 1897: Old American, Laanecoorie - ...men at work pulling down poppet heads; the plant for leading the
waggon will arrive on the site today... arrangements stil not complete for removal of machinery. 11

12 July 1898: Ray’s Luck Co. (Old American), Laanecoorie - ...machinery in good working order, and active
operations commenced last weck, 12

DESCRIPTION OF PHYSICAL REMAINS:

The remains probably relate to the most recent phase of mining: by the Old American or Ray's Luck Company,
which installed machinery on the site in 1898,

Mine site

Relatively small, intact mullock heap, measuring about 10m square x 4m high. On the S side of the heap are
some brick foundations, resting on conerete footings and standing to a height of Im. Also some ground-level
concrete footings visible. No sign of any battery sand

PHOTOS, Photo 1: Mullock heap and brick foundations

123



American Reef quartzmine

Photo 2: Brick foundations.
ARTEFACTS ! None visible

INTEGRITY/CONDITION:  Brickwork and concrete in reasonable condition, The mullock heap and
foundations arevery visible from the mainroad.

THREATS:

CULTURAL SIGNIFICANCE:

The American Reef mine was not one of the Division’s important mines. However, the remains arein quite good
condition andthe large mullock heap, located in a grazed paddock, is very visible from the main Laanecoorie-
Tarnagulla road. The site has:

Scientific significance because:

a) ofits historical representativeness

b) ofits visibility

¢} andas a markerof the Division’s easterly quartzmining boundary.

Significance  ranking:  Local

CONSERVATION POLICY;
None required

RECOMMENDATIONS FOR IMPLEMENTATION:

None

Assessor: David Bannear Date: May 1991

1 Tuliy 1988, p42

2 Mining Surveyors’ Quarterly Reports, June 1859, p15
3 Mining Surveyors’ Quarterly Reports, September 1889
4 Mining Surveyors’ Quarterly Reperts, April 1860

5 Mining Surveyors’ Quarterly Reports, Dscember 1887
6 Mining Surveyors’ Quarterly Reports, December 1870
7 Mining Surveyors’ Quarterty Reports, September 1871
8 Mining Surveyors’ Quarterly Repotts, Decembsr 1872
9 Dunolfy and Betbetshire Express , 2.6.1835

10 Dunolly and Betbetshire Express , 6.8.189%
11 Dunolly and Betbetshire Express , 13.4.1897
12 Dunolly and Betbetshire Express , 12.7.1898
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Welcome Stranger Tourist Trail

SITE NO. & NAME: 058 WELCOME STRANGER TOURIST TRAIL
LOCATION;: Moliagul
DIRECTIONS: Follow tourist route signs from Moliagul,

MAP/GRID REFERENCE:  Dunelly North 1:25000 - 366,282

FPARCEL NUMBER: P124951
MUNICIPALITY: Shire of Bet Bet
LAND STATUS. Moliagul Historic Reserve

EXISTING HERITAGE CLASSIFICATION:  Moliagul Historic Reserve; LCCStudy; McConville (1987)

PRESENT MANAGEMENT/USE: LCC-NCJ5. Also a Tourist walking trail

HISTORY:

1850s Bulldog Reef: This reefhas been worked both sides of the Bulldog or Black Lead. To the north, it was
also called the Black Reef or Welcome Stranger Reef. On the south it was also Moliagul Reef ... The northern
end was discovered in 1857 and by 1859 was returning 2 1/2 oz/ton ... a shaft was sunk to the west to work the

reefat the 200 R level. 1
1857: Bulldog Gully was opened in May 1856, and the Black Lead, of Welcome Stranger fame, in 1857, 2

May 1857: Therewas also a large rush on 25th May to Bulldog Gully ... but the gold was neither rich nor
extensive, although there wasa great number there.3

1857: This reefwas worked first at the time of the Bulldog Rush by all foreigners - Italians, Frenchmen and
Jews -1n August 1857, andthe reefwas yielding well at this time. It wasalso called Black Reef.?

1859: Only one claim working on the Bulldog Reef, but it was averaging 2-1/2 ounces to the ton and was 40
yards long and 140 feet deep.s

June 1859: Bulldog Reef [Moliagull -1 claims, 40yds aggregate length, yielding 2-1/2 oz/ton. 6

1860s Bulldog Lead,Black Lead:Nuggets - Welcome Stranger 2332 oz (1869), 113 oz (1869), 114 oz
(1859), and 36 oz (1866), This was a well-cstablished areaby the time John Deason and Richard Oates found
the Welcome Stranger. A piece of ground still occupied was a Chinese market garden cultivated by J. Youlk.

Further down in Bulldog Gully weretwo dairies owned by Walter Brown and Mrs, Gutcher.’

March 1861: [This reef} is being energetically and profitably worked .8

1862: Numberof claims working - a year of great reefing activity. About this time, Richard Meer's ‘Reunion
Co." had the reef - five acres on lease, ..

1867: ..1867 and later it was worked for a long time by McJuncken and party. 10

1869: Moliagul became famous when the “Welcome Stranger’ nugget was discovered by Cormish miners, John
Deason and Richard Oates, at Bulldog Gully, Moliagul, on February Sth, 1869. The nugget was the largest
found in Victoria, and the largest of the world's nuggets. The gross weight was 2520 ounces, Some of the gold
was kept by the finders, but the amount sold was valued at £9,553, Owing to the nuggets great size (about 2
feet long and 1 foot wide), it could not be weighed on the largest scales at the London Chartered Bank,
Dunolly, so was taken to Walls's blacksmith shop nearby, and reducedto a number of fragments on the

anvil. 11

8th Feb 1869 - Welcome Stranger ... It weighed 210lbs gross and 2268 oz, 10 dwts, 14 grains of smelted gold
have been obtained from it irrespective of a number of pieces of gold and specimens which have been given
away by the finders, The finders are John Deason and Richard Oates, miners who have worked in this locality
for about seven years and have a puddling machine there, and the nugget was found .., about an inch below the
surface on the western side of the gully slope, geing from Black Reef down to a gully which is known as the
Bulldog Gully or Black Lead. They estimate the size as about 2linches in length and 10 inches in thickness,
but unfortunately broke the nugget in three parts before they informed anyone of it, The spot wherethe nugget
was found is about 50 yards west of the Bulldog Reefin which the quartzlode runs from one to four feet wide
and has been workedto water at a depth of, say, 100 feet, and is about 200 yards east of the alluvial gully
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known as Black Lead,and wherethe depth of sinking is from there to 10 feet with a sandstone bottom. The
nugget was found in some surfacing (of which from 10inches to a foot is generally puddled)of loose, gravelly
loam, resting on thick redclay, with a bottom of sandstone about 10 inches from the surface. The actial

amount paid for the gold sent to the bank was £9534, 12

Sept 1871: Alease has been taken up on the Black Reefand Stewart's Reef, by a company to be styled the
William the Conqueror Company, and mining operations areto be commenced forthwith, The reefs both
yielded largely when originally worked, and the ground taken up includes that wherethe ‘Welcome Stranger’

nugget was got, which was found close to the cap of the Black Reef, 13

1896: In the 1896 activity in mining at Moliagul [this reef} was worked again by Lidge who got upto 2-1/2
ounces to the ton, 14

1897 The obselisk commemorating the finding was erected by the Mines Department in 1897 during a peried
of renewedreefing activity at Dunolly. 15

August 1898; Moliagul Consolidated Co ... timbered to surface from 82 feet. 16

Oct 1898: Moliagul Consolidated ... called for tenders to drive on course of leader from prospect shaft, close
to Welcome Stranger obelisk. 17

Qct 1898: Erectedwhip frame, Monday, start Whip horse, 18

April 1899: Moliagul Consolidated - plant from Dunolly all delivered on mine. Boiler and plant to hand from
Ballarat. 19

May 189%9: One pair of poppet legs erected, next set raised today. Foundations cut, bed logs in position to
carry horses for engines, pumping and winding gear.20

August 1899: Boiler built in. Cutting down flue and excavating foundations for smoke stack. Overhead wheels
in. Braceand railings will be finished next week, Costeening east and west to south of Welcome Stranger
Monuement; 12 feet west of monument cut leader showing: gold. This will trench along when further advanced

with costeening. 21 '

Sept 1899: All brickwork finsihed; boiler and cistern finished. Steam pipes connected. Building house over
boiler. Sinking winze on indicator near monuement. 22

August 1899: Shaft unwateredand timbered. Resumed sinking. Will open out at 200 feet to cut both reefs.
Trenching new find west of main workings ... Accepted tenderto dismantle, cart and erect battery, 23

Jan 1900: Moliagul Consol - Battery, readyto commence erection. 24
May 1900: Good progress connecting winding engine. 25

June 1900: Complete erection engines, expeet coupled next week, 26

6 Dec 1900: Moliagul Consols - This lease (No, 3695) lies about 10 chains 5-W from the Queenlease... Five
hundred feet north of the main shaft, and within the area contained within the lease, is the ‘Welcome Stranger’
monument, an obelisk erected by the Mines Department te mark the spot wherethe ‘Welcome Stranger’ was
found by John Deason and Richard Qats in 1869, A pumping and winding plant suitable for sinking to 300

feet is erected at the mine. 27

1901: The Moliagul Consols Mine which workedthe Black Reef, south of the site of the Welcome Stranger
discovery, closed, and its plant was auctioned in 1901, 28

DESCRIPTION OF PHYSICAL REMAINS:

Located in a Picnic Areais an information board directing visitors to a tourist trail, taking in a series of sites:
the monument to the world’s largest nugget; surface mining; John Deason’s house; Deason's and Oates’
puddler; Oates’ house, Chinese grave; Chinese camp; puddler; cut forest; new growth forest {red and grey box
trees); and Black Gully. The remains on the site reflect several of phases of working, covering aspects of both
alluvial and quartzmining. Thetourist trail identifies only the former, overlooking the remains of the Moliagul
Consols mine that operated on the reefat the turn of the century, Apart from the monument the other prominent
sites are:

Moliagul Consols Mine
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Located 120m S of the historic monument, just beyond the surfacing, within the forest, is the remains of the
mine site. The remains consist of a mullock heap (partly quarried) measuring 25 x 15m and approx. Sm high,
some shallow workings, and, on & level area, some almost-buried stone and mortar footings and depressions,
associated with a spread of redbricks (hand-made, no frog).

Deason’s puddler

A very womn-looking, ground-level puddlersite. The central mound is barely distinguishable, and the central
post is no longer present. The puddling trench has almost been buried by the erosion of the central mound, The
puddling circle’s diameter is approx 6.7m (22ft), and a small damlies to the west.

2nd puddler

This puddler has & meore [resh-looking appearance, and more distinguishable inner mound and raised outer
mound. Despite its relatively recent appearance, the puddleris very eroded dueto discharge from its associated
dam. It appears to be a smaller puddler, probably only 6.10m (20ft) in diameter.

PHOTOS: Photo 1: Monument to World’s largest nugget.

Photo 2: Deason and Qates’ puddling machine
Photo 3: 2nd puddleron the tourist trail,

ARTEFACTS: None visible
INTEGRITY/CONDITION:  Some of the sites are visible, namely the puddling machines, but many of the
others, especially the habitation sites and Chinese grave, have no real tangible

physical markers. In this sense they have poor integrity.

THREATS.

CULTURAL SIGNIFICANCE:
Thesite's significance has already been well-documented, For example, McConville {1987):

The site of the discovery and the reef (Bulldog Reef) are important as places central to Australian mining
history, The Welcome Stranger discovery renewedlocal efforts at mining and at the same time attracted
world-wide attention to the shire. Themonument erected in 1897 testifies to this importance and at the
same time is itself a part of the Shire’s history. Itis an early example of attempts to commemorate the
endeavours of local miners. The surrounding gullies and mine workings still reveal some of the shape
and character of a nineteenth-century mining field, even though they have been worked over several
times. Themenument and the discovery of the nugget are significant to the character of the Shire and are

also central to Victorian mining history. 29

Assessment of this study

The site has: .
* Historical significance because it is:

a) associaled with an important event; the discovery of the world's largest nugget

b) part of a group or network of sites, the totality of which is considered to be significant.

Social significance because of its importance to the local or wider community. This is illustrated by

the erection of the monument by the Mines Depariment and the recent creation of a tourist trial.

Significance  ranking National Estate

CONSERVATION POLICY:

The area’s significance comes {from the interrelationship of various mining technologies and phases, Any
future work should not be to the detriment of the apparent nature of this relationship.

RECOMMENDATIONS FOR IMPLEMENTATION:

Site be protected.

Assessor:  David Bannear Date: May 1991

Tuily, 1988, p.5

Flett, 1879, p.270

Flett, 1956

Flett, 1956

Flett, 19586

Mining Surveyers’ Quarterly Reports, June 1859, p.15
Tully, 1988, p.5

Mining Surveyors’ Quarterly Reports, March 1881
Flett, 1956
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Wayman’s Reef mine site

SITE NO, & NAME; 059 WAYMAN’S REEF MINE SITE
LOCATION: Wayman’s Reef, Moliagul
DIRECTIONS: 0.9 Km W along Bealiba Road, from its junction with Dunolly-Moliagul main

road. S side of the road

MAP/GRID REFERENCE:  Dunelly North 1:25000 - 366.289

PARCEL NUMBER. P124951
MUNICIPALITY: Shire of Bet Bet
LAND STATUS: Moliagul Historic Reserve

EXISTING HERITAGE CLASSIFICATION:  Includedin Moliagul Historic Reserve

PRESENT MANAGEMENT/USE: LCC- NCJ5. Currently being mined

HISTORY.

1850s: Theoriginal quartzreefdiscovered at Moliagul wasthe Slaty Reef, and the Derby, Wayman's and
others wereopened during 1856-57. 1

1857: This reefwas discovered by the Wayman Bros in 1857 and had some very rich pockets. Example being
117 0z/2 ton, 400 oz/11 ton and 52 oz/1 ton. Wayman shifted to Tarnagulla where he built a battery. 2

1857: situated a little over a half mile south-west of Moliagul township. It was discovered and worked by
Wayman Brothers in 1857, who originally got 117 ounces from two loads of stuff dugout at 120 feet. From a
single machine full of stuff Wayman got 400 ounces of specimens, and the last stone he took out went 52

ounces to the ton. There werea number of claims along the reef, but none of them on rich stone. 3

June 1859: Waymans Reef [Moliagul] - 3 claims, 100yds aggregate length, yielding 3to 11 oz/ten. 4

1860: Wayman's was leased for the first time in 1860 to Wayman's Reef G. M. Co. who had stcam machinery
valued at £3500,

1866: In Dec... Mt. Moliagul G.M.Co. leased 20 acres of Wayman's, It had then been the main reefat
Moliagul for nearly ten years and the company took out 640 tons of stone that averaged 6 ounces to the ton.

They also worked Stewarts Reef nearby. 5

1866-69: From 1866-1869 the Mount Moliagul Gold Mining Co. worked Waymans Reef crushing 640 tons
for about 3840 ozs.®

March 1869: Ballarat and Moliagul G.M. Co. ... opened on Wayman's Reefjust after the finding of the
"Welcome Stanger” a few chains away ... had & poor first crushing - some 2 1/2dwt to the ton, This company
had Wardand Phillip’s old ground, which the latter had apparently worked out, nor was the reefever very good

after this. 7

Dec1876: Deason and Cos last crushing gave an average of over 6dwts perton ... the water is troublesome,
and will necessitate the erection of machinery for keeping it under.®

March 1877: Waymans Reef ... pumping and winding machinery is being erected.’

June 1877: Decemvirate Company, Waymans Reef ... have just completed the erection of pumping and
winding plant, and expect to be breaking out stone in about a week’s time. 10

1878: The next company could only raise stone worth 2 1/2 dwt/ton. John Deason and Pollard worked the reef
in 1878, 11

15 June 1900: Thereis actually a timbered shaft, sunk to 240 feet, and gold has been got from the surfaceto
150 feet. 12

1987: Some open-cut work was done here in 1987, 13

DESCRIPTION OF PHYSICAL REMAINS:
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Site currently being excavated/mined, removing any trace of previous mining. Access to site not possible.

PHOTOS: Nene taken
ARTEFACTS None
INTEGRITY/CONDITION:  Poor

THREATS: Beyond consideration

Wayman’s Reef mine site

INTERPRETATION OF PHYSICAL REMAINS:

Site currently being mined. Inability to access site made interpretation impossible.

CULTURAL SIGNIFICANCE:

Significance  ranking:  None

CONSERVATION POLICY:

None required

RECOMMENDATIONS FOR IMPLEMENTATION:

None

Assessor:  David Bannear Date: May 1991
1 Flett, 1979, p.270

2 Tully, 1988, p.4

3 Flett, 1956

4 Mining Surveyors’ Quarterly Reports, June 18859, p.16
5 Flatt, 1956

& Tully, 1988, p.4

7 Flett, 1956

8 Mining Surveyors’ Reports, Dec 1878

9 Mining Surveyors’ Reports, March 1877

10 Mining Surveyors’ Reports, June 1877

11 Tully, 1988, p.4

12 Dunolly and Betbetshire Express , 15.6.1900
13 Tulty, 1988, p.4
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Queen’s Reef mine site

SITE NO. & NAME: 060 QUEEN’S MINE SITE
LOCATION: Moliagul
DIRECTIONS: 500m NEof Welcome Stranger monument. Bush track leads to the mine site from

the Bealiba Road.

MAP/GRID REFERENCE:  Dunolly North 1:25000 - 371.285

FPARCEL NUMBER: 124951
MUNICIPALITY: Shire of Bet Bet
LAND STATUS: Moliagul Historic Reserve

EXISTING HERITAGE CLASSIFICATION:  Moliagul Historic Reserve; LCCStudy; McConville (1987)

PRESENT MANAGEMENT/USE: LCC-NCI5

HISTORY:

1857: Also once called Old Queens Reef. Discovered in 1857, By 1859 it was going 1 oz to the ton. 1

1859: acompany was formed in Augustto work Queens Reefalong with Black Reef, and in this year there were
two claims each 35 yards long averaging one ounce to the ton. 2

tune 1859: Queens Reef [Moliagul] - 3 claims, 100yds aggregate length, yielding 12 ozfton, 3

Sept 1859: The Queens and Hogarth's Reefs have suspended operations. They are fixing up 4 25-horse power
engine.

March 1860: Queens Co...have been crushing some stone yielding about 7 oz to the ton, 5

Aprit 1860 At Moliagul, the only company is the Queens, a co-operative company holding their ground
underthe regulations of the district (not a lease). They have a 25 horse-power engine and crush with

stampers.

1862: Discovered in 1862 by William Nutt, Ah Loy and another Chinaman ... Loy and Nutt open-cut the reef

to 100 ft for crushings of 51 oz from 1 1/2 tons, 54 oz frem 11 tons, 102 oz from 34 tons then 5 oz/ton and 2
. 7

ozlton,

Nov 1862: William Nutt and Co. of Mount Moliagul crushed 1-1/2 tons of quartz from the Queen’s Reef fora
yield of 51 ounces of gold. 8

1863: Williamm Nutt, Ah Loy and another Chinese struck rich gold - the first crushing of 34 tons yielded 162
ounces, This was the only reefof importance in the distriet of Moliagul and in 1865 Nutt and Ah Loy werestiil

getting 2 cunces to the ton. 9

1871: Towardsthe end of 1871, the Queens mine was let on tribute and a plant erectedto enable the 200-foot
level to be reached. !0

Dec 1871: The parties holding the lease on this reefhave let it on tribute. Thetributers have 10 men on and
are sinking a new shaft, which is now down 130 feet. 1y

Sept 1872: The Queen’s Reef Company have purchased pumping and winding machinery, andtend to erect the

same without delay. 12

Dec 1872: The Queen's Reef Co. aresinking a main shaft (present depth 120 feet) ... They have nearly
completed the erection of powerful pumping and winding machinery, and intend to put down a 10-inch plunger

lift to drain the mine. 13

1874: Mine idel, as the prospecting at the 200 foot level had proved nothing of value. 14

1874: The Queens Reef Co. was formed ..and the Company took over Ah Loy and Nutt’s claim and Phillip's
claim on the south end of the reef.13
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Queen’s Reef mine site

Sept 1874: The Queens Co. have sunk the shaft to a depth of 273 feet, but are stopped at present, 16

Sept 1875: The Queens Reef Co, have suspended operations. 17

L877/78: Mine was again let on tribute, and 59 tons crushed for 10 1/2 dwts perton... In 1878...the lower
levels werebeing prospected, a battery was erected, but the western lode proved non-payable, the mine was

idte in 1879, 18

Dec 1878: Queens Reef Co... They have purchased an engine, boiler and twenty head of stamps, and are now
removing and erecting the same. 19

1879: The Queen’s Reef Co. erected a crushing plant of 20 stampers. Theengine was named "Victoria" when a
bottle of wine was broken over the fly-wheel. 20

Sept 1879: The 130-foot level has been continued; a crooscut at 230 feet south of the engine shaft has been
driven 46 feet east from the western reef ... The machinery is in good working order 21

May 1896: A Moliagul correspondent reports a great revival in quartzmining there. Mr Deason’s new battery
was started last Thursday, on stone from MrLiddell's claim on Wayman’s Hill. Mr Deason gets credit for his

unaided enterprise in affording facilities for the development of the mining resources of the placc.22

Oct 1898: Queens Reef... Contractors for cartage of machinery making good headway with delivery on mine,
Let contract for whole of plant, buildings, poppet legs ete. 23

Oct 1898: Sand for cyanide being bagged.24

Oct 1898: Bagged and forwarded102 bags of battery sand for bulk ¢yanide test. Contractors for erection of
machinery started, 25

Jan 1899; Queens Reef ... main shaft timbered and centred to 130 feet, 26

Jan 1900: Raceand flumings for mine waterto Deason’s battery well forwarded 27

Deason remained at Moliagul and among other things operated an eight head battery near McCoy’s Dam. He
obtained his water from the Queens Reef Mine via & flume supported on trestles. 28

1900: Report by Hunterin 1900 gives details of the locations of features at the Queens Reef Mine and shows
that the area around the Queens Reef Mine was stripped of surface material by this date.2?

1939-45: Queens Reef Damwas a site of an internment camp for 3 years during the Second World War. The
internees wereengaged in cutting timber, 30

DESCRIPTION OF PHYSICAL REMAINS:

Moliagul's most famous and important reef. Multi-phased site:

1857 Discovered and first worked.

1859; Threeclaims working the reef,

1860: Only company working - The Queens Co. First battery installed

1871: Queens Co's. mine let on tribute

1872: Queens Co. working again - powerful pumping and winding machinery installed,
1874; Queens Co. reformed.

1879: Queens Co. erecting new battery.

1898: Sand being bagged for cyaniding.

1900: Water from mine usedto supply Deason’s battery.

1939/45: Internee camp built near Queens Co’s dam,

Apart from the dam, some battery sand, and some shallow open-cutting little survives of the Queens Co. mine.
Poorly defined alluvial sinkings werefound in associated gullies, also some traces of ground sluicing and 20th-
century rubbish.

Mine site

Alarge dam with an extensive tailing dump running around its eastern perimeter. Some relatively intact open-
cutting has survived further to the E, but apart from & scatter of red bricks, nothing is visible of the associated
machinery. Theareahas seen been extensively bulldozed and re-worked.
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A survey was made for evidence of the 1940s internment camp, reputed to have existed on the high ground
between Commissioners Gully and Queens Gully. Although evidence of ailuvial workings was found in the
respective gullies, no habitation remains weresighted, except for one brick fireplace/tent site associated with a
dump of rusty cans. Also located werea small patch of ground sluicing channels and associated paddocks.

PHOTOS: None taken

ARTEFACTS: 20th-century rubbish - mainly rusty cans.

INTEGRITY/CONDITION:  Despite the importance of the reefand the extensive nature of its working, little
survives except for the open-cutting, damand remnants of the tailing heap. The

alluvial workings in the associated gullies arenot well-defined.

THREATS:

CULTURAL SIGNIFICANCE:

The integrity of Queens Reef and the associated gullies (Site 061) has been so severely diminished by

subsequent activities (principally bulldozing) that they offer little material for interpretation. The site has:
Historical significance because it was a success as a mine in terms of its production levels and
yields. It is the site of the largest and most important mining operations to be carried out in the
Meoliagul area. Also has addedsignificance because of its proximity to Welcome Stranger site.
Scientific significance because it demonstrates aspects of quartzmining

Significance  ranking:  Local

CONSERVATION POLICY:
Significance of the site comes mainly from its proximity to the Welcome Stranger site.

RECOMMENDATIONS FOR IMPLEMENTATION:

None

Assessor;  David Bannear Date; May 1991
1 Tully, 1988, p.8

2 Flett 1956

3 Mining Surveyors’ Quarteily Reports, June 1859, p.186
4 Mining Surveyors’ Quarterly Reports, Sept 1859
5 Mining Surveyors' Reports, March 1860

6 Mining Surveyors’ Reports, April 1860

7 Tully, 1988, p.6

8 Carless, 1983, p.22

9 Flett, 19586

10 Australian Mining Standard , Dec 8 1800

11 Mining Surveyors’ Reports, Dec 1871

12 Mining Surveyors’ Reports, Sept 1872

13 Mining Surveyors’ Reports, Dac 1872

14 Australian Mining Standard , Dec 6 1900

15 Flett, 1958

18 Mining Surveyors’ Reports, Sept 1874

17 Mining Surveyors’ Reports, Sept 1875

18 Australian Mining Standard , Dec 6 1900

19 Mining Surveyors’ Reports, Dec 1878

20 Carless, 1983, p.22

21 Mining Surveyors’ Reports, Sept 1878

22 Dunolly and Betbetshire Express , 19/5/1896
23 Dunolly and Betbetshire Express , 4/10/1898
24 Dunolly and Betbetshire Express , 18/10/1888
25 Dunolly and Betbetshire Express , 25/10/1888
28 Dunolly and Betbetshire Express ,7/1/189%
27 Dunolly end Betbetshire Express , 16/1/1900

28 Supple
29 Supple
30 Supple
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Queens & Commissioners Gullies alluvial diggings

SITE NO. & NAME: 061 QUEENS & COMMISSIONERS GULLIES ALLUVIAL

DIGGINGS
LOCATION: Queens & Commissioners Gullies, Moliagul
DIRECTIONS: Both gullies lie to the Eof the dam associated with the Queens Mine (Site 060).

MAP/GRID REFERENCE:  Queens Gully: Dunolly North 1:25000 - approx 373.286 (centre of diggings)

Commissioners Gully: Dunolly North 1:25000 - approx 374.282 (centre of

diggings)
PARCEL NUMBER: P124951
MUNICIPALITY: Shire of Bet Bet
LAND STATUS: Moliagul Historic Reserve

EXISTING HERITAGE CLASSIFICATION:  Included in Moliagul Historic Reserve

PRESENT MANAGEMENT/USE: LCC-NCJ5

HISTORY:

Sept 1852: miners travelling south from Korong (Wedderburn)goldfields, discovered gold at Queens Gully,
Moliagui, This was the first goldrush to occurin the Dunolly district. In a few weeks, a store, a blacksmith’s

shop and butchery had been c>pened,1

This was the first gully opened in the entire district, becoming the supply point for prospectors working as
far away as Tarnagulla and Jones Creek.%

Dec 1852; The first rush in the arcathat occurredat Moliagul was about Dec 1852 when the diggers returning
from Koreng ... opened up Queens Gully, Moliagul andby Jan 1853, a store, butcher shop and a blacksmiths
appeared. On this datethe first Gold Commissioner’s camp in the district was et upin what is marked on the
Geological Survey maps as Commissioners Gully, and the first Commissioner, William Templeton, issued the

gold leences. 3

Jan 15 1853: Commissioner’s report: indicated that the main diggings werein a small gully, 200 yards from
the creek, bounded by iron-bark rangcs.4

2 Feb 1853: Commissioner Reid visited Moliagul: 500 people there and an encampment of 160 tents and
stores ... Hedeidedthat an assistant Commissioner, a Camp and Police would immediately be placed at
Moliagul. William Templton, who was in charge of the camp at Commissioner's Gully, was responsible for
issuing gold licences, collecting gold for escourt to Melbourne, and administering the goldfield ... In 1855,

Willaim Templeton’s camp was transferred from Moliagul to Burnt Creck {(now Bromley) near Dunolly. 5

carly 1853: After the first rush to Moliagul ... the place was almost deserted for Sandy Creek early in 1853. 6
1853/56: Thesecond rushto Moliagul in the Spring of 1853, wherethe heaps of washdirt along the Burnt

Creek that werenot washed until the winter of 1855 so great was the dryness. A great amount of gold was
found at this second rush. A gold map of Moliagul madein 1856 shows only three areas worked - the original

diggings at Queens Gully ... and Surfaceand Long Gullies, 7
1874:The puddlerat the small damin GermanLeadwas worked by Samuel Manky in 1874, 8

1930s: More surfacing was carried cut in the great depression. 9

DESCRIPTION OF PHYSICAL REMAINS:

Both gullies bear evidence of alluvial diggings, The workings are extensive, but the holes and mounds are not
well-defined. Their definition is not aided by a blanket of vegetation. In some of the areas, the old workings

have been removed and obscured by subsequent re-workings., making interpretation difficult.

PHOTOS: None taken
AGE/DATING PHASE: late 1852 - 20th century
ARTEFACTS. Mainly early 20thcentury rubbish

134



Queens & Commissioners Gullies alluvial diggings

INTEGRITY/CONDITION:  Poor

THREATS: Humanvisitation: mining

INTERPRETATION OF PHYSICAL REMAINS:

A survey and assessment of the Moliagul Historic Area conducted by Ray Supple, Historic Places Unit,
Department of Conservation and BEnvironment (1988) found of the Queens Gully Alluvial Diggings:

The area between the township and C.A, A26 is covered with dense holes or depressions and has a
hummocky appearance. The forest type, Red Gum, indicates that this area is subject to flooding. This
may parily explain the condition of the alluvial holes. This was the location of the first rush in the
Shire in 1853, and there may be some holes remaining from the period. Howeverit is also likely that

the area has been reworkedat least in part during the 1860s or 1870s. 10

The historical information collected in this project shows that the gullies were also extensively worked in the
20th century.

CULTURAL SIGNIFICANCE:

The associated alluvial gullies - Queens and Commissioners - are two of the earliest gullies worked in the
Division, the former credited with being the site of the first discovery of gold in the Division. The integrity of
Queens Reef (Site 060) and the associated gullies has been severely diminished by subsequent activities and
natural processes. The site has:
Historical significance because it is associated with an imporlant event, namely the first recorded
discovery of gold in the Dunolly Division.
Social significance because of its importance to the local or wider community. Some local people
still see the gully as significant becauseof its part in focal history.

Significance  ranking: Local

CONSERVATION POLICY:

None required

RECOMMENDATIONS FOR IMFLEMENTATION:

None

Assessor:  David Bannear Date: May 1991

Carless, 1983,p.18
Tully, 1988, p.6
Flett, 1988

Carless, 1983,p.18
Carless, 1983, p.21
Flett, 1956

Flett, 1956

Tully, 1988, p.6
Tulty, 1988, p.6

[¢] Supple, 1988
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Moliagul Government Baltery

SITE NO. & NAME: (62 MOLIAGUL GOVERNMENT BATTERY
LOCATION: Moliagul
DIRECTIONS: Middle reaches of Biggs Gully. NEof the junction between St. Arnaud-Bendigo

Main Road and Mt. Moliagul Look-out Track,

MAP/GRID REFERENCE:  Rheola South 1:25000 -372.302

PARCEL NUMBER: P124964
MUNICIPALITY: Shire of Bet Bet
LAND STATUS: Moliagul Historic Reserve

EXISTING HERITAGE CLASSIFICATION:  Meliagul Historic Reserve; LCCStudy

PRESENT MANAGEMENT/USE. LCC-NCIS

HISTORY:

Sept 1859: Third mining lease tasken out in the district - No25 - went to McBride, Prendergast and Vogel of
Bunolly, and wasto works Biggs Gully ... as well & build a reservoir ...[this lease and another for Surface
Gully were]... immediately objected to by the diggers, who forsaw all the best ground tied up in this way, and a
Miners Protection Association was the result, and the ambitious plans born of the Moliagul nuggets that a the

time seemed so easy to find, and the lean times of Dunolly, cameto nothing, 1

1900-13: Moliagul Weleome Stranger Dredging Company operated in Biggs Gully from 1900 to 1913. In
1907 the company was reported to have recovered 44 oz of gold from a half-acre pacldock.2

1928-1953: A 5-head Government battery was established in Biggs Gully in 1928 and operated until 1953, The
battery, which was poweredby a Shuttleworth Engine, was removed in 1969 and is now on display at the

Museum of Victoria, 3

DESCRIPTION OF PHYSICAL REMAINS.

Moliagul State Battery (1928 - 1953)

The remains in this gully consist of a galvanised iron tank perched perilously on its wooden stand. Immediately
Wof the tank stand areengine bedlogs and redgumbattery stumps. There are 4 stumps - all 40cm (17in) wide,
three 38cm (15in} long and one 30cm (12in) - making up a batlery box of 5 head of stamps. In front of the
battery is a level earthen floor, measuring 7 x 8m, and with a concrete and brick drain outlel on its northern
boundary. The outlet drains into Biggs Gully, where there is a dump of battery sand. The stumps of waoden
posts surroundthe room and the battery.

PHOTOS: Photo 1: Tank, battery stumps andengine bedlogs.
Photo 2: Battery stumps and engine bed logs

ARTEFACTS None visible

INTEGRITY/CONDITION:  Timber work on the whole is in good condition. Some of the battery stumps
starting to rot skightly in the middle.

THREATS:

CULTURAL SIGNIFICANCE:

The site has:
* Historical significance because it is associated with an important event. The remains help document

an aspect of Periods 4 & 5 of the mining history of the Dunolly Division, namely, when the

government took over the role of public crushing, after most major quartzmines in the Division had

closed down, This enabled prospecting to continue in the district

Scientific significance because it represents an important mining technology: the crushing of

quartz.

Significance  ranking:  Local

CONSERVATION POLICY:
None required
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Moliagul Government Battery

RECOMMENDATIONFOR IMPLEMENTATION:
None

Assessor: David Bannear Date: May 1991

1 Flett, 19586
2 Supple, 1988
3 Supple, 1988
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Slaty Reef werkings

SITE NO., & NAME: 063 SLATY REEF WORKINGS
LOCATION: Slaty Reef, Moliagul
DIRECTIONS: A bush track leading to the resfis located on the S side of the main St Arnaud

Bendigo road, 75m W of its junction with the Dunolly-Moliagul Road. The
workings on the reefcommence at the SE corner of the block of private land that
faces onto the St Arnaud-Bendigo road. '

MAFP/GRID REFERENCE:  Rheola South 1:25000 -368.300

PARCEL NUMBER. P124952
MUNICIPALITY: Shire of Bet Bet
LAND STATUS: Moliagul Historic Area

EXISTING HERITAGE CLASSIFICATION:  Moliagul Historic Area

PRESENT MANAGEMENT/USE: LCC-NCIs

HISTORY:

1850s Moliagul: Theoriginal quartzreefdiscovered at Moliagul wasthe Slaty Reef, and the Derby, Wayman’s
and others wereopened during 1856-57. 1

1870: Anopen cuton the reefhere was taken downto 100 feet averaging 1 ozfton, The monitor Co, yook
over in 1870 and set up a battery to work this and the Monitor Reef,?

1870: Monitor Co. had a battery there and wereworking at 110 feet,>

June 1870: The Monitor Co., Slaty Reef, have nearly completed the erection of a powerful steam crushing
plant, which will be ready for operations in about a month. 4

Sept 1870: Completed the erection of a new ¢rushing plant on their legsed ground ... which is now in full
work, crushing quartzobtained from the mine at 110ft from the surface.”

March 1872: White and Co report having struck some good stone ... This ground was formerly held by the
Monitor Co., who gave it up, being unable to make it pay.6

DESCRIPTION OF PHYSICAL REMAINS:

Although the workings still survive on Slaty Reef, a survey found no evidence of the 1870s mining plant
belonging to the reef’s main operator: the Monitor Co. As this company was also working nearby Monitor
Reef, the machinery was probably erected on the latter. More survey work would be required to delermine
whether this machinery site still exists, perhaps sub-surface.

Reef workings
Workings along the reefconsist of a relatively shallow, confined stretch of open-cutting. The exposure of slate

in the sides of the open-cut makes the site stand out from other open-cuts inspected in the Division. The area
surrounding the open-cut is very serubby, and only one shaft (approx. 5m deep) was found. This shaft still
retains its wooden collar, Asearch of the closest gully, Long Gully, found no battery sand.

PHOTOS: None taken

ARTEFACTS . None visible

INTEGRITY/CONDITION:  Workings in good condition, ne sign of machinery.

THREATS: Rubbish-dumping.

CULTURAL SIGNIFICANCE:

The site has:
Scientific significance because it represents an important mining technology: the opening up and
small scale working of a minor reef. Workings arefairly intact and of a relatively early date.

Significance  ranking: Local
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Slaty Reefworkings

CONSERVATIONPCLICY:

None required

RECOMMENDATIONS$OR IMPLEMENTATION:
Nene

Assessor:  David Bannear Date: May 1991
1 Flett, 1979, p.270

2 Tully, 1988, p.4

3 Flett, 1956

4 Mining Surveyors’ Report, June 1870

5 Mining Surveyors’ Report, Sept 1870

6 Mining Surveyors' Report, March 1872
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Long Gully diggings

SITE NO, & NAME; (64 LONG GULLY DIGGINGS
LOCATION: Long Gully, Moliagul
DIRECTIONS: The gully runs parallel fo the S side of the main St Amuad-Bendigo road, draining

into Burnt Creek. The gully lies S of Slaty Reef (Site 063).

MAP/GRID REFERENCE:  Rheola South 1:25000 -368.297

PARCEL NUMBER. P124952
MUNICIPALITY: Shire of Bet Bet
LAND STATUS: Mixture of State Forest and Private

EXISTING HERITAGE CLASSIFICATION:  Moliagul Historic Area

PRESENT MANAGEMENT/USE.: LCC-NCJ5

HISTORY:

1853 Moliagul; Openedin 1853 along with Surface Gully. Their richness influenced the moving of the
settlement from Commissioners Gully to wherethe township is now. !

1853/56; Thesecond rushto Moliagul in the Spring of 1853, wherethe hesps of washdirt along the Burnt
Creek that werenot washed until the winter of 1855 so great was the dryness. A great amount of gold was
found at this second rush, A gold map of Moliagul madein 1856 shows only three areas worked - the original

diggings at Queens Gully... and Surfaceand Long Gullies. 2

1853-57: Aftera dry period the diggers returnedto Moliagul in October 1853, and Long Gully, Surface Gully
and Nuggetty wereopencd.3

1870: In 1870, William Simpson and John Douglas each had a puddler near the head of the gully and another
further down was operated by Walter Hansford, 4

DESCRIPTION OF PHYSICAL REMAINS:

The diggings that survive in the State Forest portion are the last surviving remnants of alluvial workings in
Long Gully. The diggings werefirst opened up in 1853 and have been reworked since.

Alluvial workings and puddler

A stretch of intact alluvial diggings still survives on Crown Landbetween blocks of private land.

One puddling machine site was found, situated immediately below the earthern embankment of a dam. As the
dam wall has been breached, the puddler has been seriously eroded, leaving only the inner mound and central
post as recognisable features,

PHOTOS: Photo 1: erodedpuddlerand breached dam
ARTEFACTS: None
INTEGRITY/CONDITION:  Poor

THREATS:

CULTURAL SIGNIFICANCE;

The site has:
Historical significance because it is associated with an important historic event. The first rush to
this gully and others in the vicinity led to the relocation of the early township of Moliagul from
Commissioners Gully o its present site.
Scientific significance because of its historical representativeness. Although it would be difficult to
date the surviving workings to the early 1850s, they are a good example of the traditional
technology. Thediggings are well-defined, though obscured by trees.

Significance  ranking;  Local
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Long Gully diggings

CONSERVATION POLICY:
None required

RECOMMENDATIONS FOR IMPLEMENTATION:
None

Assessor: David Bannear Date: May 1991

Tully, 1288, p.4
Flett, 1986

Flatt, 1978, p.270
Tully, 1288, p.4
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Swedes & German Gullies puddlers

SITE NO. & NAME; 065 SWEDES & GERMAN GULLIES PUDDLERS
LOCATION: Swedes & German Gullies, Moliagul
DIRECTIONS: The gully system that is makes up Swedes and German runs N from the main St

Amauds-Bendigo road, 1,.25km Wof its junction with Bealiba Road.

Abush track runs along the W side of the gully and, where the track crosses the
gully, is a block of private land. The mud-brick house stands in the SE corner of
this block.

'The puddling sites and tunnel are located on the E side of the gully, N of a large
dredgedam,.

MAP/GRID REFERENCE:  Mudbrick house site: Rheola South - approx 353. 320
PuddlerNo 1: Rheola South - 355,313
PuddlerNo 2: Rheola South -356.313
PuddlerNo 3; Rheola South - 356.311

PARCEL NUMBER: P124964
MUNICIPALITY: Shire of Bet Bet
LAND STATUS: Moliagul Historic Area

EXISTING HERITAGE CLASSIFICATION:  Moliagul Historic Area

PRESENT MANAGEMENT/USE: LCC-NCJ]5

HISTORY:

1853-57: Aftera dry period the diggers retunedto Moliagul in October 1853, and Long Gully, Surface Gully
and Nuggetty wercopened, Nuggetty Gully was also known as Biggs Gully, from Stephen Biggs, who opened
a store there in 1853, Amap of Moliagul, 1855-56, shows the workings at north Inkerman rush, 1853, to

within thre miles of Moliagul, and worked ground at German and Swede’s gullies. 1

1896 +:[worked] ... again in 1896 by the Robinson Bros. A later attempt was madeto tunnel into the reef
from German Gully. The stone encountered was incredibly hard and the endeaveur abandened. 2

20th: The Moliagut Dredging Company was formed this century and worked the rich ground in [Biggs] gully ...
they built the large damin German Gully to supply additional water.

DESCRIPTION OF PHYSICAL REMAINS:

A survey and assessment of the Moliagul Historic Area by Ray Supple, Historic Places Unit, Department of
Conservation and Bovironment (1988) found:

the gully system to contain five puddling machines in relatively good condition compared with the
puddlers in Sparks Gully that can be accurately dated. The alluvial diggings that remain are dense and,
considering the condition of the puddling machines, it appears that the historic features may date from
the late 1860's -1880s. Despite the very recent mining activity this is a good example of this type of

mining activity over a whole gully. 4

The brief survey conducted as part of the present project recordedthree of the five puddlers and one quartz
mining tunnel. During the survey a couple of features werenoted which suggest that the puddlers may date to a
later phase of mining;

the puddlers appearedto be associated with extensive surfacing on the eastern slope of the gully. The
bulk of the alluvial sinkings appearedto be confined to the flat, both sides of the channel. Perhaps thig
reflects two distinct phases of mining
At least one of the puddlers was excavated into wash, perhaps deriving from an earlier puddler.
The predominance of hand-made nails and hewn timber in the mud-brick house on private land suggests that
this building was constructed in the 19th century. Probably reflects the changing status of some of the gully

from aurifercusto ‘worked-out’ ground,

Desription  of sites found in this survey:
Mud-brick house
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Swedes & German Gullies puddlers

This site consists of the remains of two roomed house, cellar, two outbuildings, orchard and c¢leared paddocks.
The large chimney is largely obscuredby a pepper tree.

The house censists of a large stone fireplace, 1.8m (6ft) x 2.3m (7 3/4ft) and 3.6m high, associated with two
rooms which now survive as an outline of evenly spaced, hewn wooden posts (at least 1.9m high) and cellapsed
mudbrick walls. The post areall roughly 8cm in diameter and contain only hand-made nails. Each room would
have been around 158 square, with walls 40cm thick. The room associated with the large fireplace is the most
intact, its mudbrick walls still standing to a height of about 1m. A doorway is visible at the N end of its Eor
side wall, and a window in the middle of the other side wall. The walls of the adjoining room, apart from the
hewn posts, have almost vanished. Thereis no scatter of galvanised roofing, suggesting that the building had a
wooden, perhaps shingled, roof.

Stone paving leads to an undergroundecellar, 7m W of the house, This cellar has an internal measurement of
4.9m (16f) x 3.1m (10ft 3in). The front and back walls of the cellar have a thick inner core of earth, which is
retained on both sides by dry-stone walling. Theside walls have only an inner face of stone, retaining a thick
embankment of carth, Thecellar's wooden-framed roof has collapsed.

Two other outbuildings, both cellapsed to ground-level, aresituated to the Eof the house.

Puddler No 1

Located on the NE of Swedes/German Gully, the area surrounding the puddler and dam has been extensively

surfaced to bedrock. The 6.6m (22} diameter puddler has a raised outer mound, approx 4.5 wide, and, at its
highest, is about 1.5m above ground-level. Both the inner mound (diameter 2.5m or 8/) and puddling trench
(1.6m wide}arestill precisely defined, and the central post is still visible. Apart from saplings, no trees are
growing on the puddling machine site. An outlet channel drains towards the gully, some 40m away. The dam
lies i5m to the N.

Puddler No 2

150m Bof PuddlerNo. 1, on the W side of a tributary of Swedes/German Gully, is ancther puddler, Again, the
surrounding area has been extensively stripped, some of it recently, by bulldozer. The trench of this puddling
machine has clearly been excavated into bedrock, hence the edges of the puddling trench areclearly defined. The
central post still survives andthe inner mound had a diam of 2.8m. The puddling trench is 1.7m wide (5ft 6in)
and overall the puddler has a diameter of 6.1m (20ft). A large mound of wash and discarded stone stretches

around the S perimeter of the puddler: it is some 12m wideand [.5m high. Adamlies to the NWand, like Puddler
No. 1, no trees grow on the machine site.

Puddler No. 3

230m downstream {south) of PuddlerNo. 1 is a third puddling machine site, It is located on the E side of the
main channel and is in a very poor condition owing te the fact that it seems to have been excavated into

washdirt, rather than bedrock. Thecentral mound is almost completely gone, but a section of the central post
still stands upright. The puddler has a raised, fresh-looking outer mound and, like Puddlers1 and 2, has only
saplings growing on it. Tt is smaller than the other puddlers surveyed, having a diameter of approx. 5.6m
(18ft). The dam associated with this puddler has been formed by placing an earthen embankment across the
main channel of the gully.

The dredgedam occurs lower down the main channel, near the road.
PHOTOS: Photo 1: remains of mudbrick house.
Photo 2: puddlerNo 1

Photo 3: puddlerNo2
Phote 4: puddlerNo 3

ARTEFACTS More thorough survey needed.

INTEGRITY/CONDITION:  Fair condition given the nature of the building materials and possible 19th-
century age of the site.

THREATS. Erosion

CULTURAL SIGNIFICANCE:

The site has:

Historical significance because it is part of & group or network of sites, the totality of which is
considered to be significant (065 to 067)

Scientific significance becauseit:

a) represents an important mining technology (traditional alluvial mining)

b) is historically representative, because of the intactness of the alluvial sinkings and the
concentration of puddling machine sites.

¢) has the ability to answer specific archacological research questions, eg. distribution and dating of
puddling machines.

Sigaificance  ranking: National Estate

CONSERVATION POLICY:
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Swedes & German Gullies puddlers

This sile's significance derives from the number of intact and interrelated features surviving. No future work
should be to the detriment of these.

RECOMMENDATIONS FOR IMPLEMENTATION:

Site to be protected

Assessor; David Bannear Date: May 1991
1 Flett, 1979, p.270

2 Tully, 1988, p.2

3 Tully, 1988, p.3

4 Supple, 1988
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Mt Sheoak quartzmine

SITE NO. & NAME: 066 MT SHEQAK QUARTZ MINE
LOCATION: Sheoak Reef, Moliagul
DIRECTIONS: 150m ENEof PuddlerNo. 2 in Swedes/German Gully (Site 065)

MAP/GRID REFERENCE:  Tunnel & mullock heap: Rheola South - 359.314

PARCEL NUMBER: P124964
MUNICIPALITY: Shire of Bet Bet
LAND STATUS: Moliagul Historic Area

EXISTING HERITAGE CLASSIFICATION:  Moliagul Historic Area

FPRESENT MANAGEMENT/USE: LCC-NCIJS

HISTORY:

1879: Sheoak Goldmining Co. formed ... planned a tunnel into Sheoak Hill on Mount Moliagul, in order to
strike the quartz reef. Owing to the hard rock and the high cost of work involved, the venture was eventually

abandoned, !

May 1891: Moliagul Prospecting Association... application for £1000 (from Prospecting Vote) to assist in
prospecting for quartz reefs on Nuggetty Hill, Moliagul... also same asscoaition applied for £4000 to drive a
tunnel through Sheoak Hill, the Association to contribute £1 to £1. There are twenty members in the
Association and they intend to erect a crushing plant if gold was obtained. The tunnel would be cut about 200

feet below the crown of the hill... They would employ 18 men, to drive from both ends.?

1896 +:[worked]... again in 1896 by the Robinson Bros. A later attempt was madeto tunnel into the reef from
German Gully. Thestone encountered was incredibly hard and the endeavour abandoned. 3

DESCRIPTION OF PHYSICAL REMAINS:

Remains of a late 19th-century attempt to tunnel into Sheaok Reef. The survival of the radiating mullock heap
shows that this mine has not been re-worked in the 20th century. Several stone fireplaces and/or forges are
associated with the workings.

Adit and mullock heap

At the head of a tributary to Swedes/German Gully, 150m ENEof Puddler No, 2 (Site 065), is an intact mullock
heap and collapsed tunnel. The tunnel is driven Ninto the S slope of Mt Moliagul. From the adit leads a
tramway which is enclosed on both sides for a distance of 80m by mounds of mullock. At the 80m mark, the
tramway pives way to seven distinet lines of mullock dumping. The diverging mullock dumps cover an area of
about 50 square metres, and at their western ends the dumps are 1 to 2m high. There are at least two stone
fireplaces or forges associated with the workings.

PHOTOS: Photo 1: Radiating lines of mullock
Photo 2: Collapsed adit

ARTEFACTS: None visible
INTEGRITY/CONDITION:  Good

THREATS:

CULTURAL SIGNIFICANCE:

The tunnel has:
Historical significance because it is part of & group or network of sites, the totality of which is
considered to be significant (065 to 067)

Scientific significance becauseit represents a particular type of process, le. innovative process.

Significance  ranking:  National Estate

CONSERVATION POLICY:
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Mt Shecak quartzmine

Thesignificance of the site derives from its intactness and ability to illustrate the formation of a mullock heap.
No future work should threaten this illustrative capacity.

RECOMMENDATIONS FOR IMPLEMENTATION:

Site be protected |

Assessor;  David Bannear Date: May 1991
1 Carless, 1983, p.22

2 Dunolly and Burnt Craek Express , 8/5/1891

3 Tully, 1988, p.2

-
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Sheoak Reefbattery

SITE NO. & NAME: 067 SHEOAK REEF BATTERY
LOCATION: Sheoak Reef, Moliagul
DIRECTIONS: Battery site lies 150m NNWofthe W corner of the private block of land that lies

on the N side of the main St Armaud-Bendige road, opposite its junction with
Bealiba Road, Site lies on the W side a track that runs parallel to the diggings on
Sheoak Reef,

MAP/GRID REFERENCE:  Rheola South 1:25000 -360.307

PARCEL NUMBER: 124964
MUNICIPALITY: Shire of Bet Bet
LAND STATUS: Moliagul Historic Area

EXISTING HERITAGE CLASSIFICATION:  Moliagul Historic Arca

PRESENT MANAGEMENT/USE: LCC-NCI5

HISTORY:

June £1859: Sheoak Reef [Moliagul] - 1 claims, 40yds aggregate length, yielding 1 ozfton. 1

10 April 1863: Moliagul - Thebatteries of the Perseverance Company, She Qak Reef, are pounding away day
and night... 2

21 March 1863: Themachinery of the Perseverance Company, Sheoak, which consists of an engine of 14
horse power with two batteries of six head of stamps each, is now complete, and is capable of crushing 100
tons per week; a plentiful supply of water is obtained from a dam constructed in close proximity to the engine,
in case of the failure of which though a long continuation of dry weather resort can be madeto a water shaft
worked by a whim. The engine ete., has been brought here and put in working orderat the expense and under
the superintendence of R, Scholes Esq. of Carisbrook ... The proprietors commenced crushing on Tuesdaythe
17th inst, everything connected with the engine running so smoothly at the first start as though she had been
working for months; there areabout 200 tons of quartzready for the mill which is expected to return about 13
dwts to the ton, that being the average yield to the present time of a quantity crushedat Cochranes and
elsewhere ... All parties concerned in erecting the machinery, masonry, and building deserve great praise for
the substantial, and workmanlike manner in which they are finished. Thesharcholders are 16 in number, all
practical miners, to whom it is hoped the reefmay prove a source of wealth for many years to comeand who
. will undoubtedly be the pioneers of many other lucrative companies on the Mount, as there is no doubt but

these formerly excessively rich diggings are intersected by belts of equally rich quartzreefs. some of which
have formeriy been very profitably worked for a small time by small parties of miners, who have laboured
underthe disadvaniage of expensive carting and crushing, in addition to loss oftime of sending it to a
distance of sometimes 20 or 30 miles from this locality ... The development of these reefs wouldnot only
confer a benefit on the tradesmen and sgricultural settlers in the neighbourhood, but they wouldalse offer a
vast field of labour to that numerous class of industrious and persevering miners who must eventually abandon
the nearly exhausted old alluvial ground to the puddlers, and in place of their former precarious living will

enable them to obtain profitable and lasting employment,

1869: The Sheoack Co. was formed to work the reefand all shares weretaken up at once, 4

June 1871: The Bxcelsior and Perseverance Companies are endeavouring to amalgamate. 5

June 1878: A co-operative company is about being formedto test the Sheoack reef, from which some very
good stone was obtained a number of years ago. 6

1879: John Pollard and Thomas Flynn invested £5000 and workedthe reefto August 1882, averaging 10dwt
to one ounce to the ton. Latera large English Company tried to mine the reef, bul apparently the huge money

they requiredwas not forthcoming,. 7

1879 -1882: Worked very early for some exceptionally good returns, It was mined from 1879 to 1882 foran
average of 1/2 to | oz/ton,.. 8

1879: Sheoak Goldmining Co. formed ... planned a tunnel into Sheoack Hill on Mount Moliagul, in orderto
strike the quartzreef. Owing to the hard rock and the high cost of work involved, the venture was eventually

abandoned. 9
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Sheoak Reefbattery

May 1891: Moliagul Prospecting Association ... application for £1000 (from Prospecting Vote) to assist in
prospecting for quartzreefs on Nuggetty Hill, Moliagul ... also same asscoaition aplied for £4000 to drivea
tunnel through Sheoak Hill, the Association to contribute £1 to £1, Therearetwenty members in the

Association and they intend to erect a erushing plant if gold was obtained. The tunnel would be cut about 200

feet below the crown of the hill ... They would employ 18 men, to drive from both ends, 10

May 1892; Good progress has been made during the last fortnight sinking the trial shaft, which is now down
27 feet through the reef, looking promising. 1

August 1892: securedshaft, will commence to sink tomorrow, 12

Sept 1892: shaft down 77#t through reef, 13

1896 +:fworked] ... again in 1896 by the Robinson Bros. A later attempt was madeto tunnel into the reef
from German Gully, The stone encountered was incredibly hard and the endeavour abandoned, 14

Augusl 1896: Robinson Brothers, of the Sheoack line, has 2 1/2 tons crushedat Deason's battery ... claim
being very high up on Mt. Moliagul. 15

March 1897: Thecompany who brought the Sheoack reef ... brought timber upto erect a whip, no other
machinery on the site, 16

DESCRIPTION OF PHYSICAL REMAINS:

Multi-phased site:

1859: OCne claim working,

1863: Batteries of Perseverance Co. working day and night.

1869: Sheoak Co. worked

1871: Excelsior and Perseverance Co's preparing to amalgamate.
1879-1882: Reef worked between these dates,

1896: Worked by Robinson Bros. - no machinery except a whip on the site,

The absence of any red bricks, the condition of the battery stumps, and the possibilty of a stone chimney
suggests this may be an early crushing works, perhaps ¢.1860. Survey of similar sites in the Castlemaine
Historic Areal” indicates this interpretation. The historical record shows that the only battery erected on the
reefwas being operated by the Perseverance Company in 1863,

Battery site
The site is in poor condition and visibility is poor. It consists of a levelled platform, about 10 x 7m in

dimension, which has a narrow depression running along its S boundary. In this depression are the remains of
at least two distinet sets of redgumbattery stumps. The most easterly set has only one stump visible, but the
impressions of another two; and the adjoining set still has three stumps, albeit bumnt to ground-level. The
stumps areall about 16-18in square. As the depression continues there are indications of a possible third set of
battery stumps. An inspection of the area found no sign of any bricks, and a mound of stone rubble on the N
side of the baltery might indicate the original site of stone chimney base. A dam and dump of battery sand lies
in Biggs Gully below the machinery site. Atrack runs aroundthe back of the battery.
Theshafts sunk on Sheoak Reel have been filled in.

PHOTQOS: Photo 1: Battery stumps
Photo 2: Platform and battery stumps
Photo 3: Platform and battery stumps
ARTEFACTS: None visible
INTEGRITY/CONDITION:  Poer condition.

THREATS:

CULTURAL SIGNIFICANCE:

The site has:
+ Historical significance because it is part of a group or network of sites, the totality of which is

considered to be significant (065 to 067)

Scientific significance because it represents an important mining technology. The Sheoak Reef

battery holds considerable local significance because its age and rarity. Along with the remains of

the battery at Bet Bet Reef, these arethe carliest surviving remains of crushing works in the Dunolly

Division. Thesite is in poor condition and may well be beyond conservation,
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Sheoak Reefbattery

Significance  ranking:  Local

CONSERVATION POLICY:

Thesite’s significance derives from its early date, but unfortunately little survives on the ground. Given the
site’s limited survival, furtherresearch into its background and a more detailed recording, might be worthwhile.

RECOMMENDATIONS FOR IMPLEMENTATION.

None

Assessor:  David Baunear Date; May 1991

1 Mining Surveyors’ Quarterly Reports, June 1858,p.16

2 Dunofly and Burnt Creek Expraess , 10.4.1863, p.2

3 Dunolly and Burnt Creek Express , 21.3.1863, p.2
i 4 Flett, 1956

5 Mining Surveyors’ Reports, June 1871

6 Mining Surveycrs’ Reports, June 1878

7 Flott, 1956

8 Tully, 1988, p.2

9 Carless, 1983,p.22

10 Dunally and Burnt Cresk Express , 8/5/1891

11 Dunolly and Burnt Creek Express , 10/5/1882

12 Dunolly and Burnt Creek Express , 2/8/1892

13 Dunolty and Burnt Creek Express , 13/9/1892

14 Tully, 1988, p.2

15 Dunolly and Burnt Cresk Express , 21/8/18886

18 Dunolly and Burnt Creek Express , 3/3/1897

17 Bannear, 1990
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Arcadian Reef mine site

SITE NO. & NAME; 068 ARCADIAN REEF MINE SITE
LOCATION: Arcadian Reef, Molizgul
DIRECTIONS: Approx. 1.25km Ealong Inkerman Mine Track from its junction with Moliagul-

Dunolly main road, on Band W sides of the track,

MAP/GRID REFERENCE:  Dunolly North - 402.243

PARCEL NUMBER.: P123754
MUNICIPALITY: Shire of Bet Bet
LAND STATUS: State Forest

EXISTING HERITAGE CLASSIFICATION:  None

PRESENT MANAGEMENT/USE: LCC-NCE21

HISTORY:

August L861: The Acadian Reef was opened by a Nova Scotia man at the head of MeBain’s also in June
1861... |

1861: Discovered by a Nova Scotian in June 1861 and was the first reef discovered on Inkerman - at the top of
McBain's Gully between Milkmaid Gully & Chancellor’s Gully.., the first ton went 309 ounces, and the next
two 6 ounces, or something like £2400 worth,

Arcadian Reef was rushed after discovery... In November 1861, a half-ton of stone from Peter Frayne's claim

crushed at Wayman’s crusherat Sandy Creek yielded 287 ounces. 2

1861-62: One of the first discovered and best known of {Inkerman’s] auriferous veins is that to which the
name of the Acadian Reef has been given, from the circumstance of its discoverer being anative of Nova
Scotia or Arcadia. Hewas fossicking on the side of a ridge of slaty sandstone and mullock, when he came
upon a magnificent specimen of white auriferous quartz, It was snugly nestled in the long grass among some
debris from a leader or vein, and had evidently not travelled far, for its edges weresharp, and it had no
appearance of being washed except by the rains of winter. It wasnot large, but it contained as much gold as
quartz. The lucky finder did not wander far afterwards in search of better prospects. Hecommenced o sink
close by the spot. It was not far from the alluvial diggings of Inkerman, but between them and Mount
Moliagul, on the north-east, His labor was not long in finding its reward. He discovered a rich leader, and in
June, 1861, took out a prospecting claim for the reef, to which he gave the name of Acadia, in remembrance of
the land of the Blue Noses. This was the first reefdiscovered on Inkerman... The Acadian dips heavily - from
north to south, running down to a depth of a hundred feet within the same length from the point where it was
discovered near the surface, Onthe top, the main reef, or leader - whichever it be - was not more than two
inches broad; it has widenedto ten inches, and narrowedand widened again, and it lies so capriciously that two
or more shafts have been found necessary for its working, within a few yards of each other... The casing of
the reefis sandstone, and green slate of a soapy texture... Veryrich, however was the quartzof these thin
leaders, and the ‘father’ - as the first found specimen was named - was not disgraced by his ‘children’, the
picked pieces of quartzthat weretaken up as the leader was broken out... all as fine as any specimens I had
previously seen... From one ton of this quartz,309 ounces of gold wereobtained, and from two tons, 602

ounces, worth something like £2,400,., 3

2 August 1862: Arcadian Reef - Alittle more than aton of quartz from Mr Frayne’s claim on this reef, or thin
leader, crushed last week, yielded...780z of gold.4

Sept 1872; The Arcadian Ca. have been incorporated to work this reef, and intend to commence operations
without delay.5

Dec 1882: TheInkerman Company are sinking on a newly discovered reef, at 70 feet from the surface...
Another lot of 10 tons of stone will be put through the mill shortly, ©

Dec 1883: Inkerman Co. aresinking and driving ... the reefis from 1 to 2 feet wide, and payable. A new main
shaft, 150 feet north of the underlie shaft, has been sunk 60 feet, Pumping, winding and crushing machinery

has been purchased, but not yet moved onto the claim, 7

Dec 1883: Inkerman Co. aresinking anddriving ... the reefis from 1 to 2 feet wide, and payable. A new main
shaft, 150 feet north of the underlie shaft, has been sunk 69 feet. Pumping, winding and erushing machinery

has been purchased, but not yet moved onto the claim. 8
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Arcadian Reef mine site

March 1884; Main shaft has been sunk to a depth of 170 feet and crosscutting at the 160 foot level ... The
pumping, winding and crushing plant, which is in the course of erection, will be completed in a month. 9

1884: Hansford, Crabbe and others put down a deep shaft 100 feet east of ArcadiaReef. They hada first class
engine and gear, and proposed driving west to intersect the reef, but failed to reachit, their offers of tribute

being declined. Thecompany was the Inkerman Quariz Co.10

DESCRIPTION OF PHYSICAL REMAINS.

Multi-phased site:

1861: Reef first opened

1872: Arcadian Co. incorporated to work the reef.

1882: Worked by Inkerman Co.

1884: Inkerman Co. erecting pumping, winding and crushing plant
1896/1940s: Cyaniding

Surviving remains probably relate to the Inkerman Company’s operations on the mine. Presumably, the
furnace was cither part of the company's crushing and gold treatment process, or usedto melt fine gold retrieved
during later cyaniding operations (or both).

Battery and mine site
Alarge dam lies on the E side of the track. Aroundits § perimeter runs & dump of battery sand. On top of the
dumpof battery sand aretwo circular slabs of concrete (bases of cyanide vats), both 3.6m (12f) in diameter.

Below the dump of battery sand is a stone structure. The battery sand appears to have either formed around or
been excavated for the structure. The structure consists of a stone and mortar wall, into which are set two small,
circular, brick-lined furnaces. Only part-sections survive of these furnaces, but they would have had diameters of
45cm (1ft 6in), and stood over 0.5m high. Thebricks lining the bowls are heat-crazed and coated with a thick
lining of slag.

25m § of the battery sand dump is a stone and brick fireplace whose outside dimensions are 1.2 x 2,1m, and
which has walls 40cm thick. A faint outline of raised dirt suggests that the building associated with the
fireplace was constructed from mud-brick, and probably contained only one room, measuring 11f x 201t

The remnants of a mullock heap lies on the opposite side of the road. It has apparently been bulldozed 1o fiil
shafts. A spread of redbricks lies aroundthe bulldozed area, suggesting that the associated machinery footings
sufferedthe same fate. Thesurviving mullock heap measures 9 x 18m, and stands about 6m high. Onthe SE face
of the mullock heap is a stone-retained loading bay.

PHOTOS: Photo 1: Concrete bases of cyanide vats
Photo 2: Furnaces
Photo 3: Standing fireplace.

ARTEFACTS: None visible

INTEGRITY/CONDITION:  Thesite has sufferedbadly dueto bulldozing. The small furnaces area feature not
found surviving elsewhere in the Division.

THREATS. Continued bulldezing of mullock heap and other remains.

CULTURAL SIGNIFICANCE:

Historical information shows the mine site not to be historically important. Nor are the remains sufficiently
preserved to be of significance as an interpretive site.

Significance  ranking:  None

CONSERVATION POLICY:

None required

RECOMMENDATIONS FOR IMPLEMENTATION:

None

Assessor: David Bannear Date: May 1991

1 Flett 1978, 281

2 Flett, 1968

3 Argus Special Reporter, in Dunolly and Burnt Creek Express , 29111862, p. 2
4 Dunolly and Burnt Creek Express , 2.8,1862,p, 2

5] Mining Surveyors' Quarterly Reports, September 1872
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First Inkerman diggings

SITE NO, & NAME: 069 FIRST INKERMAN DIGGINGS

LOCATION: Three Grain Gully, Moliagul

DIRECTIONS: Runs parallel to the western side of the Moliagul-Dunolly main road.

MAP/GRID REFERENCE:  Centred on Dunolly North - 385.263 up to Moliagul Historic Reserve

PARCEL NUMBER: P123745 and P124951
MUNICIPALITY: Shire of Bet Bet
LAND STATUS: State Forest

EXISTING HERITAGE CLASSIFICATION:  None

FPRESENTMANAGEMENT/USE: LCC-NCE12

HISTORY:

1854/55: Thereis some doubt to the actual date of the HardHill rush, but one account records: 'The Hard Hills at
the head of the first lead worked at Dunolly in 1854, The first holes werebottomed on New Year's day, 1854, and
the lead was called New Year’s Lead, Three sailors who lived at Inkerman were the prospectors,..’ Some time
afler the HardHill rush the diggers deserted Dunolly for Avoca, but meantime gold was discovered about halfway
between Moliagut and Dunolly P.R. at what became known as Inkerman and there was a large rush there in July
1855, Therewerean estimated 16,000 men, who dug up about a mile of rich, nuggetty ground, on the west side

of the Bumnt Creek from Three Grain Gully down.1

July 1855: The Age - At Mt. Moliagul three weeks ago there werenot 300 on the diggings, now there are 3000
surfacing and doing well, Plenty of wateris to be got and the ground is ylelding an average of 1/2dwt to the
bucket. Several miners are making their piles. The new rush that has occurredthe influz is on a little hill. This
first rush to Inkerman, much written up in "The Age” of the time, first brought to light the nuggets that made
the locality fameus. It sawthe first coach services that had ever run in the district.

On August 23rd there were6000 on the rush, that was referredto as the "Moliagul Rush”, but it was actually
closer to Inkerman and always referredto as tthe first Inkerman Rush later at Dunolly. Atthat date there wasa
sireet of shops and saloons amile long. The rush was composed chiefly of diggers from Daisy Hill,
Maryborough and the Alma...

Inkreman Rush was lively and the typical rush. The gold extended for two miles and was from 10 to 6R deep.
[t was coarse, nuggetty, and pientiful, andtypical of the whole of the gold in the Burnt Creek Valley - it was in
a series of patches and very rich.

The Maryborough correspondent wrote - "Qurstreets, long destitute of life have been for the last week crowded
with eager multitudes, afl wending their way to the new rush at Moliagul. Ibelieve there are 16,000 there and
every day seems to increase the number ... Alarge street has been formed and public houses and stores rapidly

erected. By Sept 16th, 1855 the rush was declining, Famous Fiery Creek Rush near Beaufort had bcgun.2

August 1855: it was estimated that there were6000 people at the rush which was referredto as the "Moliagul
Rush”, although it was actually nearer Inkerman. Shops and saloons lined the track to Moliagul for almost a

mile.

July £856: alarge rushtook place at Inkerman, between Dunolly and Moliagul. Porthe first time ever,
coaches travelled from Maryborough to Inkerman, conveying passengers to the rush,4

1857/58; In March 1857 there was another large rush to Inkerman, south of the 1855 workings, which built
up to a population of 6000 in April. Small new discoveries of gold took place everywhere in 1857, Adigger
named King in August opened Munster Gully, and late in 1858 gold was traced down from the ranges west of
Inkerman, and Morman Gully, Wattle Flat was opened,

March 1857: First reports of the second great rush to Inkerman werein the Melbourne daily papers on 15th
March 1857 ... There were3000 on Inkerman Rush at the time of the second rush there in 1857, The gold was
from 9 to 20ft deep, the creek was running water and an ounce to the tub was being washed up. Nuggets from
2oz to 200z had been found. The rush occurredsouth of the previous rush, and at the locality now known as
Waitle Palch, but extended from there up and down the creek as far south as the Old Police Camp at

Goldsborough. 5

7 April 1857: "Melbourne Herald”-"there arenow 12,000 at Inkerman. On every tent a chimney is erected,
and although to the casual observor this may seem of no importance, it is yet one of the surest indicators of
the intention of the inhabitants’ to winter here. The main street is already a mile in length and contains many

buildings of a neat and substantial character.®
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First Inkerman diggings

4 May 1857: still many diggers left at Inkerman, and now that the town was established it did not completly
disappesar and many stayed on confident that sooner or later they would get a nugget... 7

Nov 1858: yet another rush to the nugget-fields of Inkerman... The usual number of stores and grog shops
wereerected at [nkerman. Thus was Mormon's Gully opened in 1858, In March 1859, a new lead was

discovered at Wattle Flat at Inkerman, 8

1860/61: In June 1860 Longbottom and party discovered gold in Tipperary Guily near Goldsborough
racecourse, and the area between the racecourseand Mt Bealiba Hotel was rushed in October that year. In 1861
there werea series of discoveries east of Inkerman. Fraser, opened Fraser Gully. James McBain Farmer’s Gully
in May, and Milkmaid Fat Rush, prospected by Cook and Hood, started in June. The Acadian Reef was opened
by a Nova Scotia man at the head of McBain's also in June 1861, the Exhibition Reefby Douglas and the
Arrandale Reefby Peter Kerr, In August. Also in June 1861 there was a fresh discovery of a lead on Sporting
Flat by Thomas Boan, and in August a Maltese started a rush to Mclntosh’s Guily near the Belgian Reef, The
Bealiba Reef, wherethe Queen's Birthday mine later operated, was also opened in June 1861, by a man named
King.

Mid 1861: another rush started at Inkerman, at the foot of Mitkmaid Gully, The prospectors of this was James
McBain, and this gully was sometimes known as McBain's Gully. A rush also began at Milkmaid Flat after

two diggers, Cook and Hood, had bottomed a rich hole. About 3500 diggers werethere in June 1861, 9

May 1861: A considerable number of men have returnedto the old ground in the neighbourhood of Wattle
Flat, Inkerman...and many are erecting puddling machines. 10

Wattle Flat and Inkerman Rushes. Nuggets recorded-

Wattle Flat: 20, 24, 26 {20, 32, 36, 40, 50, 100, 144, 157 and 300 oz.
White Patch: 60, 100 and 200 oz

First Inkerman Rush; 18, 26, 52, 84 and 432 oz.

Second Inkerman Rush: 18, 25, 27, 28 (2), 30, 36 and 40 oz.

VYarious Inkerman area: 60, 100, 200 and 220 oz. 11

Sept 1861: Inkerman has again cameto the fore by attracting many who had no luck at Burnt Creek and the
‘North Wales Lead’had been opened there on the hill. Therewere3000 then at Inkerman and substantial stores
wereonce again going up on this oft deserted place, At this time the three famous reefs wereoperned up at
Inkerman, the Acadia, Skippers and the Arrandale, a north of Inkerman a rush called the Cemetery Flat was
opend by two Germans - Crewechich and Lazarawitch - about 500 yards north of Moliagul Cemetery about 1st

Nov 1861. 12

1 Nov 1861: Cemetery Flat Rush took place, and an area of land about 500 yards north of the Moliagul
cemetery was worked, 13

July 26 1862: Theery in the summer is want of water. Nowit is the reverse as there is decidedly too much of
the liquid element. Although the rain of the past week had seriously impeded alluvial mining in some respects,
it has rejoiced the hearts of the puddliersand quartzcrushers ... The neighbourhood of Inkerman and Wattle Flat

have perhapd been most materially benefitted by the plentiful supply of water... 14

15 Nov 1862: Great Pind at Inkerman - Last week Peter Kerrand party found nearly £400 worth of gold while
prospecting for a reefon one of the ranges st Inkerman. The whole was obtained from one bucket of stuff, ata
depth of 15 fect only. Thereecan be no doubt that with such magnificent gold in the easing a good reefexists

in the immediate neighbourhood. 15

Aug 1868: Gipsy Rush was first called Wattle Flat Rush, was propspected first by Samuel Collins and C.
Thompson {the former of whom was called Gipsy Sam) on the 4th August 1868, Gipsy began rather quickly, on
the 11th August there were200 on the field, the sinking was four feet deep, and places of business were already
being erected. A report on thig date said 'The gully is pretty extensive and runs in the direction of Little Bulldog
Gully’. Tunstalis - the original claim of Cellins and Thompson - was on a hill, and 15dwis only were found in
this, but by the 14th August the rush had spread to the opposite side of the original strike, great crowds were

arriving and more stores were goin up.16

DESCRIPTION OF PHYSICAL REMAINS:

The Burnt Creek alluvial lead was very rich, but patchy: a run of nuggetty gold would suddenly cut out, giving
way to barren ground, The above landscape certainly illustrate this, with the cemetery located on barren ground
between two intensively worked patches of nuggets. These patches appear to have been worked by two quite
distinct rushes.
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According to James Flett's (1979), the first Inkerman Rush took place in July 1855, and was associated with
Three Grain Gully. A Plan of the Gold Fields, Mount Moliagul, and the line of the old road from Dunolly to

Bealiba, dated 1865 {drawnby Hugh Fraser, Assistant Survey) 17 also confirms the location as the site of the
first rush.

Sinkings peneraled by the rush stretched for a mile downstream from this gully. Asa result of this rush, the
cemetery was cslablished. The sinkings north of the cemetery appear to belong to another episode in the
history of the Inkerman Diggings: the Cemetery Rush, which took place in November 1861. Obviously this
rush received its name from its proximity to the cemetery. After this date, other large rushes oceurred to the
south of the cemetery, but always to new ground. It therefore appears that the two areas were not re-rushed,
though they wereprobably prospected from time to time by fossickers,

Alluvial workings and cemetery

A wide band of sinkings and mounds surviving on Crown Land. They stretch for about 2.5km from Queens
Gully, south down Burnt Creek to the junction of the creek with Three Grain Gully. Thediggings are particularly
intense at this junction, which is about 0.5km south of a cemetery. The alluvial sinkings sweep out of Three
Grain Gully and head downstream, The band of workings appears to be an inner core of very concentrated
sinkings (holes almost touching) with more dispersed sinkings on the edges, North of Three Grain Gully the
sinkings peter out as you near the cemetery.

The earliest marked grave in the cemetery is dated May 1839.

A survey and assessment of the Moliagul Historic Area conducted by Ray Supple, Historic Places Unit,
Department of Conservation and Environment (1988) found that the area north of the cemetery has been
intensively mined and is covered with well-defined alluvial holes upto 1.5m in diameter, 1m deepand 1.5 to 2m
apart.

PHOTOS, None taken

ARTEFACTS: Apart from the sinkings and mullock heaps, and cemetery, no other features, such
as puddling machines or stone fireplaces werenoted

INTEGRITY/CONDITION:  Partially visible holes, and weathered mounds of mullock.

THREATS: Strip mining

CULTURAL SIGNIFICANCE:

The site has:
+ Historical significance becauseit is:

a) assoclated with an important event: the first Inkerman Rush which was one of the Division's
earliest and largest rushes,

b) part of a group or network of sites, the totality of which is considered to be significant: the
establishment of the adjoining cemetery clearly dates to the time of the earlier rush,

Scientific significance because it is historically representative, The sinkings are well-defined,

intense, and located in a distict band. The juxtaposition of the alluvial workings and the cemetery

also demonstrates the patchy nature of the Burnt Creek Lead.

Social significance because the cemetery is an important site to the local and wider community.

Significance  ranking:  National Estate

CONSERVATION POLICY

The significance of the place comes from its representativeness of the traditional mining technology, and from
the association of the alluvial workings with the old cemetery. No futurework should be to the detriment of this
association,

RECOMMENDATIONS FOR IMFLEMENTATION:

Site to be protected

Assessor:  David Bannear Date; May 1991

Fiett 1979, p279
Fiett, 1968
Carless 1983, p21
Carless 1983, p3
Flett, 1956

Flett, 19586

Flett, 1956
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Mining Surveyors’ Reports, May 1861

Tully 1988, p8

Flett, 19586

Carless, 1983, p.21

Dunolly and Burnt Creek Express , 26.7.1862, p2
Dunolly and Burnt Creek Express , 15,11.1862, p2
Flett, 1956

Centrals Plans Office, Treasury Place - Goldfields 17
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Kangaroo Reef mine site

SITE NO. & NAME: 070 KANGAROO REEF QUARTZ MINE
LOCATION: Kangaroo Reef, Laanecoorie
DIRECTIONS: The main workings on Kangaroo Reef lie 300m N along Burmnt Tree Gully Track,

from its junction with Hill and Dale Track, and in 200m (W) of the track.

MAP/GRID REFERENCE:  Laanecoorie North 1:25000 - 560,229

FARCEL NUMBER: P124613
MUNICIPALITY: Shire of Bet Bet
LAND STATUS: State Forest

EXISTING HERITAGE CLASSIFICATION:  None

PRESENTMANAGEMENT/USE: LCC-NCE21

HISTORY.

1850s: The gully hereis below the rich Kangaroo Reefout of which 1551 oz was obtained from 601 oz in
1859. The reef was not worked in the gully for fear of being flooded by water in the altuvial. 1

Sept 1859: Kangaroo reefis again looking up. Five claims are getting gold.2

Dec 1867: At Cay’s Diggings - The Kangaroo and American Reefs, long since abandoned, areagain taken up
by private companies, and will shortly be worked

Dec 1870: The Kangaroo and American Companies (Cays) arenegotiating with Melbourne capitalists for the
erection of machinery for the purpose of working their mines in a more efficient manner, 4

Sept 1871: Kangarco Company have purchase steam machinery for the mine, and shortly will proceed with
the erection of it. 5

June 1872: Kangaroo Company have sunk their engine shaft 150 feet ... The ground is hard and water heavy
... They are putting the batteries in order for crushing,.
South Kangaroo is about to let their mine on tribute.

North Kangaroo areabout to sink a new shaft, 6

1878: EdwardHayes worked the puddlerhere in 1878. 7

March 1882: Kangaroo Co, - have let a contract to sink their shaft 100 feet from the surface. They are now down
60 ft, and timbering up.8

March 1883: Kangaroo Coméany engaged in erecting machinery. 9

March 1884: Kangaroo Co. ceased work, trying to dispose of their property to the Mercantile Co.10

June 1884: Kangaroo Co. have cleaned out an old shaft, and are erecting winding machinery. 11

Sept 1884: Kangaroo Co. struck a gold-bearing lode at 145 feet ... aportable winding engine and gear has been
provided at this mine. 12

June 1885: Kangarco Co. have purchased a crushing plant at Halfway, They are now putting it in repair and will

shortly commence crushing. 13

Dec 1887: The NewKangaroo Co have driven 140 feet south on the course of the lode. 14

DESCRIPTION OF PHYSICAL REMAINS.

Main period of mining appears to have been from ¢.1859 to late 1880s. The reef’s main mine, operated by the
Kangaroco Co. appears to have been situated at the southern end of the reef, Little survives of the mine save
traces of mullock and a dam, Thereefhas been prospected for about a kilometre of its length. There are several
open shafts at the northern end of the reef.
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Kangaroo Reefmine site

Reef workings at southern end
Line of mainly shallow workings (cpen-cutting) that runNand S across Hill and Dale Road. At the N end of the
reef, near the head of Bumt Tree Gully, the reefhas been more extensively worked. Herethere are 3 shafts {two
still open and with their wooden collars) and a section of open stoping. All the workings are surrounded by
mullack paddocks. 300m to the Bis another shaft (still open), some open-cutting and associated mutlock
paddocks,

The reefto the south has been prospected and, in places, opened up with shallow trenching.
Mine site

A survey of the mining area found no evidence of any mullock heaps, machinery footings, or bricks or battery
sand, suggesting that the quartzwas carted elsewhere for treatment.  However, at the S end of the line of reef,
near the main Laanecoorie-Dunolly roadis alarge dam. Nearthis dam is the remnant of what appears to have
been a sizeable mullock heap. This may well have been the site of the main Kangarco Reef mine.

PHOTOS: Photo I: Shaft with mullock paddock
Fhoto 2: Showing all the workings

ARTEFACTS None visible

INTEGRITY/CONDITION: ~ Some of the reefworkings arein good condition, comprising some of the few
shafts found in the Division to have escaped being filled by the Mines
Department.

THREATS:

CULTURAL SIGNIFICANCE.

This was certainly not one of the Division's famous or impertant mines, and little survives of the main mine on

the reef. However, the site has;
Historical significance because it is part of a group or network of sites, the totality of which is
considered to be significant (sites 006 to 008, 057 & 070)
Scientific significance because it represents an important mining technology: the windlass shafts
and open cutting aresome of the rareescapees of the shaft filling programme.

Significance  ranking:  Regional

CONSERVATION POLICY:

The significance of the place comes from the intactness of the reef workings located at the southern end of the
reefand the existence of other mining sites in close proximity.

RECOMMENDATIONS FOR IMPLEMENTATION:
Site to be protected

Assessor: David Bannear Date; May 1991

1 Tully 1988, p46

2 Mining Surveyors Reports, Sept 18569

3 Mining Surveyors’ Quarterly Reports, December 1867
4 Mining Surveyars’ Quarterly Reports, December 1870
5 Mining Surveyors’ Quarterly Reports, Sept 1871

[ Mining Surveyors’ Quarterly Reports, June 1872

7 Tully 1988, p46 .

8 Mining Surveyors’ Quarterly Reports, March 1882

9 Mining Surveyors’ Quarterly Reports, March 1883

10 Mining Surveyors’ Quarterly Reports, March 1884
11 Mining Surveyors’ Quarterly Reports, Juns 1884
12 Mining Surveyors’ Quarterly Reports, Sept 1884
13 Mining Surveyors’ Quarterly Reports, June 1885
14 Mining Surveyors’ Quarterly Reports, Dec 1887
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Nuggeity Gully alluvial diggings

SITE NO, & NAME: 071 NUGGETTY GULLY ALLUVIAL DIGGINGS

LOCATION: Nuggetty Gully, Betley

DIRECTIONS. Runs parallel to the main Laanecoorie-Tarnagulla road, on the NE side of road,
The main section of Nuggetty Gully lies between the junctions with the Dunolly-
Tarnagulla main road and the dirt roadto Eddington.

MAP/GRID REFERENCE:  Laanecoorie North 1:25000 - Runs from 528.245 1o 533.232

PARCEL NUMBER: Pi124612
MUNICIPALITY: Shire of Bet Bet
LAND STATUS: State Forest

EXISTING HERITAGE CLASSIFICATION:  McConville (1987)

PRESENTMANAGEMENT/USE: LCC-NCE21

HISTORY:

1853: The first newspaper report of the Sandy Creek discovery was in the Herald,28 March 1853, which said
that within the last few days there had been a rush from Forest Creek to Dandy Creek and Sandy Hill, on the old
Adelaide overland road, going towards Korong. In April Ironbark Gully and rich surfacing near it wereopened,
and about mid July Nuggetty Gully, beginning near the heads of Sandy Creek Leadand Ironbark and running
south-east. Herethere was one of the largest rushes ever in the area, which was confusingly called ‘Jones

Creek Rush’... By Augustthere were 7000 at Nuggetty Gul]y.1

1853: Nuggetty Gully was opened in 1853, and it is in this year that we have the first recordof nuggets of
gold being found, Anegro named ruby (who was later hanged for murder)and his partner uncovered 86 1lbs
weight of gold in a fortnight ... The heaviest nugget found in this gully, which lies about half-a-mile south of

Tarmagulla, weighed 32 Ibs. 2

1853 Nuggetty Creek: A large rush occurredhere when first discovered in 1853. This was followed by several
more over the years as the lead was traced further and further down towards the Loddon.3

1860s: ‘Black Joe' Ruby and Egan found a 144 oz piece, on the surface, as part of a patch of 1052 oz in two
weeks. In 1861, Ruby murderedhis partner Joe Watson at Tarnagulla, for which he was hung. It was a well-

published event after which an effigy of him was put in the Melbourne Wax Museum.?

DESCRIPTION OF PHYSICAL REMAINS:

These alluvial sinkings date to the 1853 Nuggetty Gully Rush, the largest rush to take place in the Tarnagulla
area. Its nuggelty reputation sawthe gully reworkedon many subsequent occasions.

Allyvial workings
Aheavily worked gully, once a chaos of almost overlapping sinkings and mullock heaps. However, extensive

bulldozing/metal-detecting and dem-building operations have removed a considerable portion of the workings.
Thereis one large intact patch near the southern end of the workings, close to the main road. A bush track runs
along the eastern edge of the diggings, and along its western verge are the remains of several stone fireplaces,
which bear the scars of modern treasure-hunting. These stone structures appear to be associated with exposed
scatters of 19th-century bottle glass.

Modern strip mining has taken place in the gully, taking substantial ‘bites’ out of the early diggings.

PHOTOS: None taken

ARTEFACTS: 19th century and 20th century boitle glass

INTEGRITY/CONDITION:  The flow of the alluvial diggings have been significantly affected by modern strip
mining. Anintact patch of workings, still survives at the S end of the gully, close

to wherethe gully crosses the Dunoily-Laanecoorie main road

THREATS: Strip mining and bottie hunting.

CULTURAL SIGNIFICANCE:
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Nuggetty Gully alluvial diggings

Nuggetty Gully was the site of the largest alluvial rush to take place in the Tarnagulla area. The integrity of

alluvial workings in Nuggetty Gully have been seriously diminished by medern strip mining. A patch of

workings still surviving at the southern end of the gully, near the Tarnagulla-ELaanecoorie main road, has:
Historical significance becauseit is associated with an important event (Tarnagulla's biggest rush)

Scientific significance because of its historical representativeness: they are the only physical
remains which survive that provide an insight into the intensity of the Nuggetty Rush,

Significance  ranking:  Local

CONSERVATION POLICY:
None required

RECOMMENDATIONS FOR IMPLEMENTATION:
None

Assessor: David Bannear Date: May 1991

Flett 1979, p272
Clarke 1985, p3
Tully 1988, p41
Tully 1988, p41
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Burnt Creek No. 2 mine site

SITE NO. & NAME: 072 BURNT CREEK NO, 2 MINE SITE
LOCATION: B etley
DIRECTIONS: Corner of Bet Bet and Whitings Roads. Betley

MAP/GRID REFERENCE:  Laanecoorie South 1:25000 -512.112

FPARCEL NUMBER. -
MUNICIPALITY: Shire of Bet Bet
LAND STATUS: Private

EXISTING HERITAGE CLASSIFICATION:  LCCStudy; McConville (1987

PRESENTMANAGEMENT/USE: Pastoral

HISTORY:

31 Aug 1897: Bumt Creek, Dunolly - The bricklayers have been making better progress, the pumping pier
being nearly completed, so that the contractor will be able to make better headway with erection of the

machinery. Onebob is already in place, and the cylinder is in position,

7 Sept 1897: Both bobs arenow in position and a large pumping wheel on the pier is readyto receive shaft.
Span beam for capstan is upin place; also leg that carries the lead wheel.2

19 Oct 1897: Burnt Creek Co. - The brick engine house will be completed to-morrow. 3

4 Oct 1898: Good headway has been made with foundations for beilers.. .both of which have been delivered.
Dam is nearly completed. 4

1903; The Burnt Creck Co. who are working the Burnt Creek lead, have panelled out about 10,316 tons of
wash for a yield of 6,169 ounces of gold. This work involved the employment of 150 men, of whom 125

worked underground.s

1904: Atthe Burnt Creek mine, steady progress is being made... Numberof men employed 178... AtNo, 2
shaft a powerful winding and pumping plant has been erected.%

1909: Burnt Creek Co. - Two puddling machines have been addedto the treatment plant. In the shallow alluvial
ground, leading into the deep leads, 15 parties have been engaged, employing 62 men... Several of these
parties have erected small cyanide plants in connection with their mines for the purpose of treating the slum
from the puddling machines, which is carefully stacked, and which was formerly lost onto the crecks or scattered

over the surface.7

1910: Atthe Burnt Creck mine, progress has been slow, owing to the unevenness of the ground and the large
amount of water to deal with. 8

1911: Burnt Creek mine - prospects improving. 9

1913: Burnt Creek Co. closed down in the latter part of the year... Thereason given is that developmental work
was not sufficiently advancedto allow the ground to drain and be worked to an advantage. The piant has been

sold off. 10

DESCRIPTION OF PHYSICAL REMAINS:

Remains of the Burnt Creek No. 2 mine, wherethe Burnt Creek Co. workedthe deep lead from 1897-1913.

Deep Lead mine
Located in a paddock is a large dumpof mullock, measuring some 100 x 130m, and approx 35-40m high. Onthe

SE comer of the dump are substantial brick foundations, covering an area of approx 18m x 8m. These
foundations areof three separate blocks of brickwork, each one standing to a height of 1.7m,

20m from the S end of the brick foundations is the remains of a brick chimney base. The base is 3.05m (10ft)
squareand stands to a height of 80cm. The area between the chimney stack base and the brickwork has been
extensively excavated, but once would have been covered by a thick conerete floor.

On the Eside of the brickfoundations is a small insitu iron boiler.
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Burmt Creek No. 2 mine site

Immediately in front of the brickwork is a long rectangular pit (10 x 2.2m, and at least 2.4m deep) which
terminates at the site of the main shaft (filled-in). To the NEof the pit are the remains of a dump of washed
gravel,

[n the surrounding paddocks are large mounds of sand.

PHOTOS: Photo 1: Brick foundations andpit. Looking W
Photo 2: Brick foundations and chimney base. Looking E
Phote 3: Foundations and insitu boiler. Looking NW
ARTEFACTS: Small iron boiler
INTEGRITY/CONDITION:  Good

THREATS: Quarrying

CULTURAL SIGNIFICANCE:

The site has:
*  Historical significance becauseit:

a) wasasuceess as a mine in terms of production levels and yields,

b} is part of a group or network of sites, the totality of which is considered to be significant (sites
072 to 075).

Scientific significance because it:

a) represents an important mining technology, being the most intact deep lead mine in the
Division. The mine site represents the final of three moves by the Bumnt Creek Co., during the 25
years it successful mined the Bumnt Creek lead. Whilst the quarizmining industry of the Division
ground to a halt towards the turn of the century, the Burnt Creek Co. continued to prosper, and in
1903 was employing 150 men. The huge dumps of mullock, washed gravel and sand are
important landmark features and are representative, not only of the technology, but of the most
southerly extent to which this kind of mining was carried out in the Division.

b) represents an inventive or innovative process. Whilst operating this mine the Burnt Creek Co.
was responsible for the operation of small cyanide plants to treat the slum generated by puddling
machines on their mines.

Significance  ranking; Regional

CONSERVATION POLICY:

Thesite’s significance derives from its intactness as a mine site, its polential for research (of slum-cyaniding),
and its value as a boundary marker, No future work should act to the detriment of these qualities.

RECOMMENDATIONS FOR IMPLEMENTATION:

Site be protected. The site should be further assessed in respect to its wider significance, particularly its
scientific significance, with regardto the eyaniding of puddierslum,

Assessor; David Baonear Date: May 1991

Dunolfly and Betbetshire Express , 31.8.1897
Ounolly and Bethetshire Express ,7.9,1897
Dunolly and Bethetshire Express ,19.10.1897
Dunolly snd Bsthetshira Express , 4.10.1898
Mining Surveyors’ Reports, 1903

Mining Surveyocrs’ Reports, 1804

Mining Surveyors’ Reports, 1909

Mining Surveyors’ Reports, 1910

Mining Surveyors’ Reports, 1811

Mining Surveyors’ Reports, 1913

= WD h W —
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Burnt Creek No, 2 mine site

SITE NO. & NAME: 073 BURNT CREEK NO. 1 MINE SITE
LOCATION: Betley
DIRECTIONS: On the W side of HowardsLane, 1km from its junction with Betley Road, Betley.

MAP/GRID REFERENCE:  Laanecoorie Scuth 1:25000 - 495.123

PARCEL NUMBER: -
MUNICIPALITY. Shire of Bet Bet
LAND STATUS: Private

EXISTING HERITAGE CLASSIFICATION:  McConville (1987): LCCStudy

PRESENT MANAGEMENT/USE: Pastoral

HISTORY:

March 1885: The Burnt Creek Company arestill raising payable dirt and have just purchased the Kings Birthday
Co.’s machinery, with the view of working the private property recently applied for on lease.

June 1886: Tributers have been blocking out ground... They have also let a contract for the erection of ancther
plant, and the ground is being bored to ascertain the course of the lead.2

Sept 1886: Burnt Creck Company have commenced the erection of new machinery on one of their leases on
private property, about 50 chains SE of the old workings. 3

Dec 1886: Bumt Creek Company - they are now erecting powerful machinery for pumping, winding and
puddling purposes, to work the continuation of the lead, which had formerly been braced and profitably worked

til levels wererun out. Acontinuation of the Wild Dog Leadhas been found to runthrough their ground.4

June 1887: Bumnt Creek Company have sunk their main shaft to a depth of 247 feet,.. One 10 inch plunger hft
is completed and & second one being put down. They are also erecting puddling machines and steam machinery

to work them. 5

Sept 1887: Burnt Creck company - A new puddleris in the course of erection. The company will then have three
to work with, &

25 Feb 1890: During the past week, the west drive has been extended 36 fect, total from main shaft - 1634 feet,
Yield for week: Company, 230z; tribute 580z. 7

6 May 1890; Bumnt Creek Co. - Bed for new boiler or No 4 boiler ready.s

4 Nov 1890; Yield last week; 132 oz.%

25 Nov 1890: Watsons Burnt Creck Co. - manager reports No. 1 bore down 115 feet from surface in hard
cemented ground, 10

April 1891: Inception of Burnt Creek Co., No Liability. 11
6 March 1894: Bumnt Creek Co. - yield for week 50 oz, 12

19 April 1895: Burnt Creek Co. - yield for week 870z. 13

7 Jan 1896: Burnt Creek Co. - Ares of leasehold: private propety, 540 acres; Crown lands, 27 acres; no. of men
employed, 80. Gold won during 1895 - 2739 cz. Gold won since inception of the present Company - 14,265

oz; value about £57,000. 14

DESCRIPTION OF PHYSICAL REMAINS:

The remains represent the Bumnt Creek No. 1 ¢laim, where deep leading mining was carried out from 1885 untit
the turn of the century.

Deep Lead mine

163



Burnt Creek No. 2 mine site

A dumpof mullock and washed gravel. The mullock dump is roughly the same size as the one surviving on Burnt
Creek No. 2, but does not stand as high. This dumpis currently being quarried.

Most of the sand heaps associated with the washing of gravel appear to have been removed from the site.

Below the dump {on its N side) is a single block of brickwork, measuring approx. 2m x 10m and standing to a
height of 1m. The area surrounding the brick engine foundations has been bulldozed and levelled.

PHOTOS: Photo 1: Looking E from HowardsLane

Photo 2: Surviving brickwork. Looking down from top of mullock dump
Photo 3: Surviving brickwork and mullock dump.

ARTEFACTS. Nene visible
INTEGRITY/CONDITION:  Machinery foundations in relatively poor codition, mullock dumps still survive,

THREATS: Quarrying

CULTURAL SIGNIFICANCE:

Unlike it successor, Bunt Creek No. 2, machinery remains on the Burnt Creek No. 1 site are poor.  Despite this
the site has:

* Historical significance because it is part of a group or network of sites, the totality of which is
considered to be significant. This mine was one of three operated by the Burnt Creek Co. in 25 years
and the surviving mine dumps are a landmark feature and marker of the course of the rich Burnt Creek
deep lead.

Significance  ranking;  Local

CONSERVATION POLICY:

None required

RECOMMENDATIONS FOR IMPLEMENTATION:
None

Assessor:  David Bannear Date: May 1991
1 Mining Surveyors’ Reports, March 1885

2 Mining Surveyors’ Reports, June 1888

3 Mining Surveyors’ Reports, September 1886
4 Mining Surveyors’ Reports, December 1888
5 Mining Surveyors’ Reports, Juns 1887

6 Mining Surveyors’ Reports, Saptember 1887
7 Dunolly and Betbetshire Express , 25.2.1890
8 Dunolly and Betbetshire Express , 6.5.1890
g Dunolly and Betbetshire Express , 4.11.18%0
10

1 Dunolly and Betbetshire Express ,7.1.1898
12 Dunolly and Betbetshire Express , 6.3.1894
13 Dunolly and Betbetshire Express ,19.4,1896
14 Dunolly and Betbetshire Express ,7.1.1898
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Burnt Creek/Caledonian Co mines

SITE NO. & NAME: 074A BURNT CREEK COMPANY MINE

074B CALEDONIAN COMPANY MINE
LOCATION: B etley
DIRECTIONS: . Located 8 of the Betley-Dunolly Main Road, W of Timor Road.

MAP/GRID REFERENCE:  Burnt Creek Company: Laanecorrie North - 475,120
Caledonian Company: Laanecoorie North - 469,129

PARCEL NUMBER:
MUNICIPALITY: Shire of Bet Bet
LAND STATUS. Burnt Creek Co. is located on Private land

Caledonian Company on State Forest - Parcel No. P121983

EXISTING HERITAGE CLASSIFICATION:  None

PRESENTMANAGEMENT/USE: Caledonian Co.: LCC- NC194

HISTORY:

1861: The salvation of Dunolly in 1861 was once again, when things wereblackest, achieved by a strike of
gold. Onthis occasion - on August 19th of that year - the strike was at Burnt Creek, when a lazy digger named
Chipps watched two Welshmen bottom a hole on Spiller’s Hill alongside one he had parially dug. A new lead
was discovered ... The Great Bumnt Creek Rush was the result, which was kept going by the perserving Chinese
often when almost abandoned by the Buropeans, undoubtedly saved Dunolly as a town ... Thetown turned the
corner in 1861, In the next two years it consolidated itself, and for three years following this it reapeda rich

harvest for the re-discovery of old runs of gold ... the continuations of the Wet Leadand Old Lead 1

1862-67: Main Bumnt Creek lead, which continued apparently about half way to the later Burnt Creek No 1
mine before the lead was lost. For some reason the miners at the time expected this lead to run south through
the hills 10 Bet Bet - Hong Kong Hills - but the old "Rising Sun" Company ... was unable to find the lead in

that direction. This company later became the Dukeof Edinburgh Co. in 1867, 2

1862-1913: Hong Kong Leadwas lost in 1862 and not re-discovered until 1869. The first good gold in it was
not found until ten years later, and it was 1882 before it became payable to the Bumt Creek Co. It wasthen

worked as a deep lead until 1913, 3

1865: All companies - the Rising Sun, The Dukeof Bdinburgh, the Victoria and others having failed to find
the continuation of Hong Kong lead near Bromely. Peter McBride was one of the chief ones in this questand
great must have been the discussion and the geological speculation over the Lost Leaday Hong Kong, and the
Bet Bet farmers took up the matter of the Deep Leads, forming a syndicate in Nov 1865, composed of
Freemantle, Pike, Sewell, and Gemmili, who met at Grant’s Bet Bet Hotel and, along woth 16 others, agreedto

£20 each to starting boring for leads in the Bet Bet valley. 4

Aug 1869: Dunolly mining men knew that the Hong Kong Leadcontinued, but had no clueto its direction; but
this continuation was discovered on Aug27th 1869 " south of the Dukeof Edinburgh mine and not far from
AdamBoyd's 42nd Section Block". The first lease of the area went to Richard James Scott of Timorin 1871,

and the Great Caledonian Co. started in Sept 1872. 5

Sept 1871: Alarge areaof ground has been applied for, underlease, at Burnt Creek, by the Great Caledonia
Company, whe intend to work on the continuation of the Burnt Creek and Dunolly leads, which werevery rich

up to this point, beyond which they werenot worked 6

1878: Work began as a tribute Co. in April 1878 when 170 acres of lease and an engine and 20 head battery was
there - all the property of Alexander Watson, of Chinaman's Flat, who started there in 1877, The tribute Co.,
which Anstery, Seymour and Garlord were chief, then gave up and in 1879 when the first Bumnt Creek Co, (of
EdwardMorris, Robert Richie and Watson) was formed it bought out the lease and plant. The mine was worked at

140 feet.?

Sept 1878: Caledonian Company have sunk their shaft and cut a chamber, also driven a reef about 300 feet.
They areabout to erect a battery for the purpose of reducing cement, of which they have a great quantity, 8

Dec 1878: ...in alluvial mining...the Caledonian Company, Burnt Creek, are extending their reef drives and
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Bumnt Creek/Caledonian Co mines

constructing jump-ups. They have already opened up about 600 feet of cemented wash-dirt, and are now erecting
engine, boiler, and 20 heads of stamps, to crushthe same.?

Dec1881: Watson's Burnt Creek Company (alluvial) have done a good deal of driving during the quarter, but
have not got any payable wash yet. 10

Sept 1882; The Caledonian Company, Bumt Creek, after long and persevering work, struck a lead of gold,
which is tumning out very favourably. They are now about to erect puddling machines in connection with the

steam machinery already erected 11

Dec 1883: Burnt Creek Company have driven 350 feet, with payable prospects...company called for tenders for
the removal and erection of two steam puddling machines, 1

DESCRIPTION OF PHYSICAL REMAINS.

Located about 0.5km apart are the remains of two deep lead mines, These represent the properties of the
Caledonian and Burnt Creck Companies. In the late 1870s/early 1880s these two companies were the first to
successfully work the lead that had been unpayable for all other companies attempting to work it since 1864,

Burnt Creck Company

The most westerly of the two deep lead mines is currently being mined. This site was inspected from outside the
security fence that now surroundsit. Most of its large mullock heap has been removed. Some brick footings
may be lceated just in from the security fence, near the SE corner of the mullock heap.

Caledonian Company
Further down the Betley Road towards Dunolly is the site of another deep lead mine. This one is located in a
State Forest and, apart from some minor quarrying, the dumps of mullock and washed gravel are relatively intact,
The main mulleck heap measures approximately 45 x 100m and stands about 25-30m high. Most of the sand
from the site has been removed.

On the W side of the mullock heap, near its junction with a dump of washed gravel, is a spread of red bricks and
large hornsfel blocks. This appears to be all that is visible of the mine's machinery footings.

PHOTOS Photo 1: Burnt Creek mine - showing surviving section of dump
Photo 1: Caledonian mine - showing spread of building material

ARTEFACTS None visible
INTEGRITY/CONDITION:  Mullock heaps arcin good condition, but the mine sites are otherwise not very
intact; nor arethey prominent landscape features. One has been virtually

obliterated by mine re-processing; the other is obscured by the forest.

THREATS: Quarrying

CULTURAL SIGNIFICANCE:

The two sites represent the location of an important historical event. It was here that, afler years of fruitless
prospecting, the Burnt Creek deep lead was finally madepayable. Unlike their successors, the Burnt Creek No.
1 and No. 2 mines, the mine sites arenot very intact; nor are they prominent landscape features. However, the
sites have:
Historical significance because they are associated with an important event: the rediscovery and
successful working of the lost Burnt Creek Lead.,

Significance  ranking: Local

CONSERVATION POLICY:
None required

RECOMMENDATIONS FOR IMPLEMENTATION:
None

Assessor:  David Bannear Date: May 1991

Flett, 1956
Flett, 1958
Fletr, 1879, p.278
Flett, 1986
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Sweet Nell alluvial mine

SITE NO. & NAME: 075 SWEET NELL ALLUVIAL MINE
LOCATION: Betley
DIRECTIONS: Located on 8 side of Betley Road, 1km NWof Betley.

MAF/GRID REFERENCE:  Laanecoorie South 1:25000 - 483,118

PARCEL NUMBER: -
MUNICIPALITY: Shire of Bet Bet
LAND STATUS: Private land

EXISTING HERITAGE CLASSIFICATION:  None

PRESENT MANAGEMENT/USE: Pastoral

HISTORY:

1904: At the Sweet Nell, which is an alluvial mine, situated near Dunolly, and owned by a local syndwatc a
shaft has been sunk to work a substantial remnant of the Bumnt Creek gutter, The prospectors drives put in, per
whim haulage, have disclosed wash of sufficient extent and value to justify the erection of a small winding

plant, which is now completed, and at work. Thereare20 men employed. !

DESCRIPTION OF PHYSICAL REMAINS:

These arethe remains of the Sweet Nell deep lead mine which commenced operations in 1904,

Deep Lead mine
This sile consists of adjoining dumps of washed gravel, mullock and sand.

The dump of sand measures about 50 x 75m, and is about 2- 3m high. The S side of the sand dump has been
levelled and on the levelled top aretwo sets of 3 adjoining circular depressions. These each have a diameter of
8.1m (27f1), are flat-based and about 30cm deep. The depressions in each group are separated by baulks about
30cm wide, and the nearest circles to each adjoining group areseparated by a 4m baulk. Remains probably relate
to cyaniding operations.

The mullock heap is about 50m squareand stands to a height of 8-10m. This heap has been partly quarried. On
the Wcorner of the dump, about 15m away, is a low mound of brick rubble and mertar. This measures about 5 x
15m and stands to & height of Im. Thereis also a small section of concrete footing visible in the rubble. The
bricks are hand-made, and contain quartzlumps in their matrix,

PHOTOS: Phote 1: Adjeining circular depressions
Pheto 2: Adjoining depressions
Photo 3: low mound of building rubble
ARTEFACTS Several sections of boiler firebars

INTEGRITY/CONDITION:  Dumps are well preserved.

THREATS: Quarrying of dumps.

CULTURAL SIGNIFICANCE:

‘This mine is not one of the Division's famous deep lead mines. However, the site has;
Historical significance because it is part of a group or network of sites, the totality of which is
considered to be significant ( 072 to 075). The Sweet Nell Co. was probably the last deep lead
mining company to be formed in the Division,  For the previous fifty years or so, companies like
the Sweet Nell had formed an integral and important part of the Division’s mining history.

Significance  ranking: Local

CONSERVATION POLICY:

None required

RECOMMENDATIONS FOR IMFLEMENTATION:

None

Assessor:  David Bannear Date;: May 1991
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German Charlie’s Diggings

SITE NO. & NAME: 076 GERMAN CHARLIE’S DIGGINGS
LOCATION: German Charlie’s Hill, Dunolly
DIRECTIONS: The next hill west of Gooseberry Hill, on the west side of the Dunolly railway

line. Follow the track that runs past the Gooseberry Hill tunnel.

MAP/GRID REFERENCE:  Dunolly South 1;25000 -435.155

PARCEL NUMBER: P122009
MUNICIPALITY. Shire of Bet Bet
LAND STATUS. Unreserved Crown Land

EXISTING HERITAGE CLASSIFICATION:  None

PRESENT MANAGEMENT/USE. LCC-NCK1

HISTORY:

1864: This is really a series of hills known at different times as Hard, Slaughteryard, White, Patchy Flat,
German Charlies, Gooseberry, Fifty Foot, Seventy Foot, Junction and another name unfit for the newspapers o
reprint. The confusion was finally overcome by calling the whole lot Gooseberry Hill. It had been tried in many
places with little result until one hole struck payable gold in late 1864. Goodholes were dug along a gutter all
down the side of the hill. When the first hole on the flat failed to find gold, the miners realised that they had

actually dugacross the lead instead of along it and a large rush followed all over the Gooseberry Hill (s). L

DESCRIPTION OF PHYSICAL REMAINS:
The cement werkings have the same undisturbed appearance as those surviving on Wild Dog Diggings.  Unlike

the Wild Dog Diggings, work on German Charlie’s Hill was very shallow, restricted to quarrying the surface,
rather than sinking shafts. Diggings appearto be opend up during the 1860s,

Cement workings
Anintact patch of shallow workings on top of a small hill. The sinkings are shatlow and poorly defined, and

tock more like surface-quarrying rather than shaft sinking. The area in which the conglomerate gravels have
been worked is quite restricted, covering no more than 200 square metres. In the flat below the small hill are
some alluvial sinkings and a well-constructed dam.

FPHOTOS: None taken

ARTEFACTS. None visible
INTEGRITY /CONDITION: Good

THREATS:

CULTURAL SIGNIFICANCE:

Although mining operations on German Charlie’s Hill were not especially important in their time, they now
have:
Historical significance becauseit is associated with an important historic event. This site represents
the only undisturbed patch of hilltop conglomerate workings associated with the famaus Burnt Creek
Rush. Inthe early years of 1860s, this rush saved the town of Dunolly from extinetion.
Scientific significance because it represents an important mining technology: the prospecting and
working of cemented gravels.

Significance  ranking:  Local

CONSERVATION POLICY:
None required

RECOMMENDATIONS FOR IMPLEMENTATION:
None

Assessor:  David Banoear Date;: May 1991
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Walker's Reef

SITE NO. & NAME: 077 WALKER’S REEF
077A: Battery site
077B: Cyanide vats
077C: Whim platform

LOCATION: Walker's Reef, Dunolly

DIRECTIONS. Sites arelocated 250m down Bromiey Road from its junction with Maryborough
Main Road. 150m east of the Bromley Road.

MAP/GRID REFERENCE.:  Site 77A: Laanecoorie South  1:25000 - 450,119
Site 77B: Laanecoorie South 1:25,000 - 451,119
Site 077C: Laanecoorie South 1:25,000 - 452.120

PARCEL NUMBER: P121580
MUNICIPALITY. Shire of Bet Bet
LAND STATUS: State Forest

EXISTING HERITAGE CLASSIFICATION:  None

PRESENT MANAGEMENT/USE: LCC- NCE20

HISTORY.

1858: On 19th Jan 175 ounces weregot in one week from this reefand in 1866 it was still yielding 3 1/2
1

ounces to the ton

March 1868: Walker and party again struck rich stone in their ground, and will commence crushing next
2
week.

June 1870: Walker’s Reef Co. have erected pumping and winding machinery and have commenced mining
operations by putting in alevel at 140 feet, 3

Sept 1870: ceased operations; they areattempting to get a party to work the mine on tribute. 4

DESCRIPTION OF PHYSICAL REMAINS:

Battery appears to belong to Walkers Reef Co. and operated ¢.1868/early 1870s. Cyanide works would date to
the 20th century. The whim platform is difficult to date, presumably it dates to the 19th century.

077A: Battery and shafts
All that survives of the crushing works on this site aretwo red gum battery stumps. One is partialty burnt, the
other has been burnt to ground-level. The more intact one measures 24 x 18in and stands a 0.5m above the
ground; the other is approx. 18in square, Depressions indicate that at least 3 more stumps once existed, A
channel runs from the N end of the battery in anorth easterly direction towards a small dam, Thereis a dump of
battery sand on the south east side of this dam. The battery stumps are surroundedby the odd red brick (hand-
made) brick bat and fragments of boiler farbars. Thereis also a small dump of boiler ash.

100m S of the battery site are3 open shafts, surroundedby their mullock paddocks. To the W of these shalts,
near the comner of the forest block and freehold land, are some more mullock paddocks and some modern
excavations. One shaft survives, and is still open and timbered from the top down. This open shaft is very
close to the southern verge of the Sydenham Track.
077B: Cyanide vats and treated tailings (date to early 20th century)
75m north east of the battery side is a small dump of treated tailings. The dump is partly quarried. On the
flattened top of the dumparethree buried Gal. Iron cyanide vats. The vats, which adjoin one another, are 198 in
diameter. The most northerly of the vats has been partly destroyed by recent excavations. In the middle of this
vat is a well preserved wooden pivot past (presumably for agitating arms).
077C: whim platform (difficult to date whim)
The southern section of the whim platform has been bulldozed. The surviving northern section is raised approx.
3ft above ground level, is constructed of local rock and clay, and has an insitu central pivot post . The post is
1ft in diameter, and is badly decayed. The structure has a diameter of 40ft and there is a definite narrow sunken
track running aroundthe platform's perimeter.

PHOTOS: Photo 1: showing surviving stumps of battery.
Photo 2: timbered shaft
Phote 3: cyanide vat
Phote 4! whim platform, looking south
Photo 5: quarriedsection of the whim
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Photo 6: decayedpivot post
ARTEFACTS. None visible
INTEGRITY/CONDITION:  Poor

THREATS:

CULTURAL SIGNIFICANCE:

The Walker's Reefsites have:
Scientific significance because of their:
a) intactness
b) ability to demonstrate different mining technologies,

Significance  ranking:  Loeal

CONSERVATION POLICY:
None required

RECOMMENDATIONS FOR IMPLEMENTATION:
Nene

Assessor:  David Bannear Date: May 1991

Flett, 1956

Mining Surveyors’ Reports, March 1868
Mining Survaeyors’ Reports, June 1870
Mining Surveyors’ Reports, Sept 1870

bW =
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Wild Dog Diggings

SITE NO. & NAME: 078 WILD BOG DIGGINGS

LOCATION: Dunolly

DIRECTIONS. SW corner of junction of the main Dunolly-Eddington road and Wild Dog Lane,
Dunolly

MAP/GRID REFERENCE:  Laanecoorie North 1:25000 - 466,150

PARCEL NUMBER: P121965 and P121966
MUNICIPALITY: Shire of Bet Bet
LAND STATUS: Wild Dog Historic Reserve

EXISTING HERITAGE CLASSIFICATION: ~ Wild Dog Historic Reserve; LCCStudy, McConville (1987)

PRESENT MANAGEMENT/USE: LCC-NCJ18

HISTORY:

1856: Opened in 1856 this lead has been traced to the present Burnt Creek whence it turned east into deep
ground ... Wild Dog Hill ... is a Historic Reserve with many holes both round and rectangular still open. 1

Nov 1856: A great number of those who cameto Dunolly Rush stayed in the ares when the exodus from the
Dunelly leads occurredin late 1856, The movement from Dunolly was mostly to nearby areas, the chief of
which was the Wild Dog Rush in early November which was good in places and there weresome 3000 or 4000
there. The sinking on Wild Dog (called by some Wild Goose) was 18 feet decp and up to 3 ozs. to the tub was

washed.2
Feb 1837; minor rushto Wild Dog.3
Sept 1857: Another rush to Wild Dog Flat. 4

June 1858: Another rushto Wild Dog.5

1857/59: At Patchy Flat about the first place opened was Gouses (Gooseys) Guily, before 1857, and Smith’s
(Blacksmiths) Gully in 1859, The main lead at Burnt Creek, that had been lost for some time, was rediscovered
in 1858, and Wild DuckLead, at the foot of Wild Dog Gully, was opened in July that year. Newareas werealso

discovered at the ‘Shoots’, at the head of little Chinaman’s. 6

26 July 1862: The rushto Wild Dog has quite subsided, the best of the ground having proved scarcely

payabie. 7

Dec 1886: Burnt Creck Company - ... A continuation of the Wild Dog Leadhas been found to runthrough their
8
ground,

DESCRIPTION OF PHYSICAL REMAINS:

Well-defined sinkings onto Pliocene cemented gravels, Both round and squareshafts and conglomerate mullock.
These diggings reflect a series of rushes and re-workings that took place between 1856 and the late 1880s.

PHOTOS: None taken
ARTEFACTS: None visible
INTEGRITY/CONDITION:  Well-defined and intact landscape.

THREATS:

CULTURAL SIGNIFICANCE:

The significance of these diggings is well recognised because of their age, intactness and rarity. For example,
MeConville (1987):

The spacing of the shafts and lay-out of this field reflects the intention of the 1854 legislation. These
regulations established the right of small individual operators or partnerships to mine a claim 24 feet by
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Wild Dog Diggings

12 feet for two men, twenty-four feet by 18 feet for three and 24 squarefeet for four. Wheras most shallow
diggings in the shire have been filled or re-worked, these diggings remain much as they were when they
were originaliydug in the 1850s. Many of the shafts are circular indicating that they were dug by
Chinese. The diggings demonstrate the lay-out of early mining fields which played so great a role in not

only shaping this shire but forming the history of the state of Victoria,

The historical information collected shows that the diggings reflect a series of rushes and re-workings, and,
although it would be difficult to date the various holes, they arc certainly representative of the traditional

mining technology. Thesite has:
- Historical significance because it is associated with an important event: Phase 1 of the Dunolly
mining history.
Scientific significance becauseit represents an important mining technology: working of cemented

gravel
Social significance because of the importance of the site to the local or wider community.

Significance  ranking:  National Estate

CONSERVATION POLICY:

Thesite's significance derives from its rarity, representativeness and intactness. No future work carried out on
the site should be to the detriment of these qualities,

RECOMMENDATIONS FOR IMPLEMENTATION:

Site to be protected,

Assessor: David Bannear Date: May 1991

1 Tully, 1988, p.31

2 Flett, 1956

3 Flett, 19586

4 Flatt, 1956

5 Flett, 1956

6 Flett, 1979, pp.276-77

7 Dunelly and Burnt Creek Express , 26.7.1862, p.2
8 Mining Surveyors’ Reports, December 1886

2 McConville {1987}, p177
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Old Lead Diggings

SITE NO. & NAME: 079 OLD LEAD DIGGINGS
LOCATION; German Guilly, Dunolly
DIRECTIONS: W of Old LeadRoad; between Railway line and Old LeadReservoir, Dunolly

MAP/GRID REFERENCE:  Dunolly North 1:25000 - runs from 436.188 to 439.210

PARCEL NUMBER: -
MUNICIPALITY. Shire of Bet Bet
LAND STATUS: Private

EXISTING HERITAGE CLASSIFICATION:  McConville (1987)

PRESENT MANAGEMENT/USE: Pastoral/Prospecting now prohibited

HISTORY:

1855: Lalerin 1855 there wereseveral new discaveries along the hills and the flats near the Burnt Creck at
Dunelly, and in January 1856 the Old Leadwas rushed. Digging in this large tributary of the Burnt Creek
coming in from the north, had been going on for a considerable time, and an irregular run of gold discovered
and traced down within a half-mile of the Burnt Creek, This area, then known as German Gully, was possibly
opened in 1854, but the rush in January 1856, ending about a mile from the present town, was & failure. Many
diggers then left for Avoca Wet Lead,but returned soon after to a large rush near the creek and south east of the
HardHill. Therewas along straggling street along Goldsboroughroad in June 1856, nearthe rush, that was
also poor, but on 20 July large nuggets werefound in two places: in German Gully (Old Lead)and at Kangaroo
Flat, near the present crossing at Broadwayandthe Inglewood railway. This causedone of the largest and most
sensational rushes in the State. The estimated population of the area of the town in September 1856 was
35,000, butan eye -witness, who counted the tents, figured there were 100,000 ., The large population of
diggers at Dunolly Rush in 1856 discovered gold in a number of places. The original main lead was traced into
the Wet Lead... Gold was discovered on the south fall from Patterson’s Diggings at the extreme head of the
Old Leadand was also traced from Charley’s Gully and in Sporting Flat. In November 1856 a party ...
discovered a reefand started a huge rush at Old Dunolly, The Belgian Reef (discovered by aboy), the Spread

Bagle, and others werealso opened at the end of 1856, 1

1856 Rush: About 7000 people had gathered on the Old Leadat Dunolly where two large nuggets weighing
410 ocunces and 182 ounces had been discovered. In spite of these important finds, the areathen being worked
was considered poor, Seon after, many diggers left for rushes at Jones’s Creek and Avoca ... Diggers flocked
in from Mount Alexander, Wedderburnand Avoca. Buildings which served as theatres, concert halls, hotels
and stores at Avoca, werequickly dismantles and loaded on drays for transport to the rush at Dunolly, whereby
August, the population had reached 15,000 ... The Old Leadat Dunolly was about 600 yards wide and extended
for about 4 miles, while the main street was about a mile long. The peak of the rush occurredabout the middle
of September, when 35,000 people wereestimated to be in the Dunolly area ... From 1857 to 1860, the gold

yield from the Dunolly district was approximately 100, 000 ounces per year.2

lan/July 1856: Theresult of the discovery of the great nuggets on the Old Leadis easily guesses, Within a
matter of weeks the rush was on a tremendous scale and equalled in size anything ever seen in the State ... The
Dunolly Rush began in June 1856 ... The rush depopulated half the digging towns of Victoria and it stemmed
the rush to Rocky River, N.S.W., and digging being at a standstill at Creswick, Daisy Hill, Castlemaine and
Maryborough emptied themselves of diggers. A great exodus set in from Bendigo ... It was Avoca, however
that sufferedmost from the Dunolly Rush. This place of all others had proved that s suddenwanderlust on the
part of the diggers could cause a budding township to disappear. Balmoral Street, Avoea ... was a chain wide
and was lined with large, permanent erections and looked like an established township. James Gearing, who
was at the time running the first Newspaper there, seid that as the news of the Dunolly rush got about the effect
was like an carthquake. Theatre, concert halls, hotels and stores (including his printing office) litered the
ground, and werehastily being loaded on drays, as each one racedthe other to be first at the new "El Dorado”
... Thethousands of diggers that pouredinto Dunolly in August 1856 traced the lead down towards Burnt Cresk
with great rapidity. Despite the depth of the sinking - usually 45 feet, and the size of the lead... The gold at the
Old Leadwas mostly nuggets, but otherwise the amount of gold sometimes got off the bottom was something

prodigious. Nearwherethe first gold ocourredthe washdirt was 5 feet thick and studded with gold.3

Nov 1856 Nuggetty Rush .., Another rush at this time occurredabove the site of the Old LeadReservoir ... in
the gully ... that was called Nuggetty, on account of the 1856 finds, one party reported ... getting four nuggets
60, 30, 14 and 7 ounces in a week. At this time the population there steadily increased despite the smallness

of the area of the diggings until there was practically a town there.
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Old Lead Diggings

July 1856: the newspaper published reports of the nuggets first found on the lead, The "Ballarat Star”
published a list of ten pieces, the largest of which was 448 ounces, and the others 176, 144, 120, 96, 40, 17

and 3 of about 20 ounces weight,

Aug 1856: estimated that there were 15,000 people at Dunolly and thousands more werearriving ... The street
at this stage was about a mile long and the lead was 600 paces wide and extended 4 miles. 6

25th Sept 1856: The pinnacle of the Dunolly Rush - It was variously estimated that there were from 30 to 50
thousand on the lead and crowdedinto the main street wherein the long line of shops there was no break or
room for carts to pass across... The later diggers carriedon the rush.,.carriedthe workings into the wet ground

or "Wet Lead’ ./

Sept 1856; The "Wet Lead"at Dunolly was at times "Unaccountably" rich ... In the early days of the rush the
lead was very deep and wet and many claims wereabandoned on account of the water. Parties had to work all
night to save the shafts from being flooded, the water rising 25 feet up the shaft in 24 hours, while shafts were
sometimes 60 fi. deep. The Wet Leadcontinued to yield phenomenal returns like a pound of gold to the tub in

late November, and an ounce to the bucket tn & great number of holes at Xmas 1856, 8

Oct 1856: The Dunolly Rush after building upto the huge population that was even estimated at 60,000 in
September, fell to about 20,000 in the middle of October when a very rich rush to Chinaman's Flat,

Maryborough ... drew great many diggers from Dunolly. 9

Oct 1857: Old Lead... brought to light ...[a specimen]... larger than any ever seen at Dunolly. The Dunolly
nugget was 2952 ounces gross weight and when taken out of the ground broke into two pieces .... when melted

preduced 1363 oz 18 dwt. 10

1837: Forming and metalling of Broadway(also known as The Broadway) began in April, 1857, whena
Government grant of £4000 was provided. Bumt Creck waterholes became muddy and dirty, causedby the
constant cradling, panning and puddling of the washdirt to obtain the gold. Nearthe course of the creek, holes
weredugin the gravel and sand, and water allowed to seep into the depressions, the sand acting as a filter to
clear the water ... it was collected and sold to township residents by the water carriers. On the outskirts of the
township, many of the diggers' tents werebeing replaced by huts of wood and clay, with bark roofs, Brick
buildings in Broadway werereplacing the canvas and wooden shops, TheBull and Mouth Hotel and the

Bendigo Hotel, were, by this time, parily constructed of brick. 11

¢. 1860: tenders called for the construction of a reservoir in a gully nearthe top of the Old Lead, Alexander H.
Amos was the contractor and the cost was £912, At the time it was suggested that the water should be piped to

the township, but this was not done unti! 1880, and until then, the water carriers had a lucrative business. 12

1862: On the Old Leadalso they settled permanently and aroundthe area of the dam ... on the main lead a
crowdof diggers had built little places and had goats, fowls and gardens to help tide them over bad times. They
had erected a number of puddling machines and every now andthen they came across an astonishing patch of

nuggets apart from the ordinary earnings of this lead, which wereseldom poor. 13

31 May 1862; Important Rush - For some time past a number of miners have been prospecting in flat north
end of the street, being firmly convinded that some thing payable existed in the neighbourhood. The "lead”
was lost there and appeared to divide, one branch running to the right and the other to the left. Thatto the
right proved to be a golden one indeed and the magnificent nuggets that have madetheir appearancefrom time
to time, contributed to the make the old lead famous in the mining annals of Vieteria ... Yesterday especially,
Broadway was lined with some hundredsof diggers with mining implements on their shoulders, wending their
way to and fro. On paying a visit to the spot yesterday afternoon, we found that the work had been stopped con
account of the rain, but we counted about twenty windlasses, and many other shafts weregoing down. Some

hundreds of claims have been marked out, extending from the Old Leadto Cemetery Flat, 14

6 September 1862: Rush to the Old Lead- A rather extensive rush has taken place to some ground near Hughes
store in this lead.13

1874: Theopening of the Castlemaine to Dunclly railway, via Maryborough in 1874, resulted in the decline
of coach services from districts served by the railway as the new passenger service was faster and more

convenient for travellers. 16

April 1891: A small rush has taken place near the Old Lead,about half mile from town, in some new ground. A
number of claims weremarked out yesterday. 17

April 1891: Rush to Old Lead- north side of Tarnagulla Road. The sinking is about 38 feet. 18

DESCRIPTION OF PHYSICAL REMAINS:
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A surviving patch of alluvial workings which relates back to the great Dunolly Rush of 1855, one of Victoria’s
largest. The gully was rushed on numerous occasions until the 18%0s, and would have been constantly
prospected on a small scale into the 20th century.

Alluvial workings
Aband of alluvial workings, assoclated mounds and stumps of dead trees, Because of grazing, the sinkings are

particularly visible.

PHOTOS: None taken
ARTEFACTS : None visible
INTEGRITY/CONDITION:  Good

THREATS:

CULTURAL SIGNIFICANCE.

The site has:

* Historical significance because of their association with one of Victoria’s great alluvial rushes (and
that which foundedthe town of Dunoily), the 1856 Dunolly rush. Most of the alluvial sinkings on
the Old Leadhave been obliterated by dredging operations carriedout in the early stages of the 20th
century, but the diggings are well-defined, highly visible in the landscape, andthus evocative,
Scientific significance because of their historical representativeness: although difficult to date the
sinkings, they certainly reflect the traditional alluvial technology,

Significance  ranking;  National Estate

CONSERVATION POLICY:

The significance ofthis site derives from its rarity, intactness and visibility. No work in the futureshould be to
the detriment of these qualities.

RECOMMENDATIONS FOR IMPLEMENTATION:

The site sheuld be protected from future mining and/br prospecting,

Assessor:  David Bannear Date: May 1991

Flett, 1956
Carless, 1983,p.4
Flett, 19586
Flett, 1956
Flett, 1956
Flett, 1956
Flatt, 1966
Flett, 1968
Fiett, 1966

Wo~N®OIh WK -~

1M Carless, 1983, pp. 4-5

12 Carless, 1983, p.5

13 Flett, 1956

14 Dunofly and Burnt Creek Express ,31.5.1862, p.2
15 Dunally and Burnt Creek Express , 6.9.1862, p, 2
16 Carless, 1983, p.6

17 Dunolly and Burnt Cresk Express , 14/4/1891

18 Dunolfy and Burnt Cresk Express , 28/4/18%1
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Harvest Home mine site

SITE NO. & NAME: 080 HARVEST HOME MINE SITE
LOCATION: ' Harvest Home Reef, Dunolly
DIRECTIONS: Junction of Harvest Hometrack and Racecoursetrack, Dunolly

MAP/GRID REFERENCE:  Dunolly North 1:25000 - 428.221

PARCEL NUMBER: P123754
MUNICIPALITY: Shire of Bet Bet
LAND STATUS: State Forest

EXISTING HERITAGE CLASSIFICATION:  McConville (1987); LCCStudy

PRESENTMANAGEMENT/USE: LCC-NCE21

HISTORY:

1857 William Grant discovered the reef.!

1859 Popple Brothers worked the reef, they had their quartzerushed at Sandy Creek. Thomas Miller and
William Reilly had the Harvest Home Reef afier Popples. 2

1864: The main shaft was worked by J.H. yates, but before this some others had taken the reef for more or less
short periods, including: Thomas Boan, Walter Woolterton and William Williams (PuddierBill). 3

Dec 1878: Beaconsfield Company...have had first class prospects from the two reefs in the various parts of
their lease... The prospects being so encouraging, the company areabout to incorperate underthe Mining
Companies Actand intend to sink a main shaft and erect crushing machinery. Several co-operative parties are
at work on different reefs, sinking shafts, etc., notably on the Harvest Home, Kentish, and Sheepshead

lines. 4

1879-1880: Edmondsand Co. put down a new shaft on the reefto a depth of 150 feet. A Dunolly co-operative
party gook over this reef.,. They formedthe Beaconsfield QuartzMining Co. in 1879. The Beaconsfield Co.
erected a 20-head battery and in 1880 wereworking at 190 feet... The Company processed about 450 tons of

stone a fortnight. The reefwas later tried at 400 feet.d

March 1880: Harvest Home Company are sinking a new main shaft, and also the old shaft on the lode... They
have also purchased 2 pumping and winding and crushing plant, andwill shortly erectthe same. ©

Sept 1880: Harvest Home Company, Dunolly - The main shaft has been sunk to a depth of 208 feet. The
erection of pumping and winding and battery is now completed.

North Harvest Home - sinking their main shaft, now 128 feet.
South Harvest Home - about to commence operations, and tenders have been called for sinking a new main

shaft, 7
25 Feb 1890: Working Miners, Homebush - no change reported in the washdirt face.8

29 June 1890 Working Miners, Homebush Co. - north main drive extended 29 feet, reefkeeping about level.
Yield of gold for week, 36 0z.%

23 Dec 1890: Working Miners - work has been pushed on as fast as the nature of the ground would permit.
Yield of gold this week, 143 oz; for fortnight, 2850z 9dwts. 10

18 April 1891: Asmall rush has taken place in the direction of the Harvest Home or Patterson’s Reef, one
party has returned excellent results. 3

2 June 1891: Working Miners, Homebush - men now engaged laying permanent road.12

13 Sept 1892: Working Miners - Tangye pump supplying water for sluicing, Yield for week: 225 ounces; for
fortnight, 465 oz.13

6 March 1894: Working Miners, Homebush Co. - yield for week 750z. 14
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17 April 1894: Removal of poppet legs and re-erection at site of new shaft. Tenders for the supply of sawn
and hewn timber for new shaft... plans for erection of new winding engine. 12

26 June 1894: Theblacksmith shop has been delivered on the ground, and foundations for the same. 16

26 June 1500: Mother of Gold Consolidated Mines Ltd., Dunolly - North Harvest Home mine, winze below
160 feet N, level down 35 feet; 15 inchest at the footwall; quartzworth £6 perton, 17

5 Feb 1901: A crushing of 47 loads cleared up from the Harvest Home yielded 29 oz.18

DESCRIPTION QF PHYSICAL REMAINS:

Multi-phased site:

1857: Reef discovered and first worked.

1878: Beaconsfield Company - erection of first battery,
1880: Harvest Home Company working,

1890: Working Miners, Homebush Co.

1900: Mother of Gold Consolidated Mines Ltd.

The remains reflect a re-workedsite which, dueto massive disturbance, contains little which can be accurately
dated. The two circles on top of the battery sand are consistent with a late 19th-century retreatment process
which employed Chilian wheels with Carpenter Patent Separators. Cyaniding of tailings took place in the
Division between 1896 and the 1940s.

Mine site
Alarge damis situated at the junction of Harvest Home and Racecourse tracks. Onthe NWeormer of the dam is a
dump of battery sand. The top of the dump has been levelled and on its surface are two circular depressions
belonging o cyanide vats, each having a diameter of 6, 7m (22ft). These depressions are 2m apari, and the most
northerly one has a raised inner mound which which is surroundedby a narrowtrench, The other circle is not as
well-defined.

Below the dump of battery sand arethe remains of another cyanide vat,

Tothe NWof the dam, by the road, is a second dam. Close to its eastern corner is a spread of brick and stone
rubble, probably all that survives above-ground of a machinery site. Tothe Bof the rubble is a mullock heap.

PHOTOS: Photo 1: two circles on top of tailings dump,
ARTEFACTS: None visible
INTEGRITY/CONDITION:  As amine site the remains arein a poor state

THREATS:

CULTURAL SIGNIFICANCE:

The site has:
Social significance because of the importance of the site to the local or wider community. The mine

site was, until 1986, the venue of the annual Dunolly Gold Rush Pestival, 19

Significance  ranking:  Local

CONSERVATION POLICY:
None required

RECOMMENDATIONS FOR IMPLEMENTATION:

Noene

Assessor:  David Bannear Date: May 1991
1 Flett, 1966

2 Flett, 1956

3 Flett, 1956

4 Mining Surveyors’ Reports, Dec. 1878

5 Flett, 1958

6 Mining Surveyors’ Reports, March 1880

7 Mining Surveyors’ Reports, Septambar 1880
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Puzzle Flat mine site

SITE NO. & NAME: 081 PUZZLE FLAT MINE SITE
LOCATION: Puzzle Flat, Bealiba
DIRECTIONS: W of Cochranes Street, 400 m S of the Railway line

MAP/GRID REFERENCE:  Dunolly North 1:25,000 - 276.250

PARCEL NUMBER. P128317
MUNICIPALITY: Shire of Bet Bet
LAND STATUS. Unreserved Crown Land

EXISTING HERITAGE CLASSIFICATION:  McConville (1987) - Brick footings of battery

PRESENTMANAGEMENT/USE: LCC- no classification

HISTORY:

Sept 1871: AtBealiba an extended elaim has been taken up on Puzzle Flat, and an endeavouris being madeto
trace the lead, which was formerly worked with good results; three shafts have been sunk, the deepest one

being 101 feet. 1
Dec 1887: The Puzzle Reef Co. (Banks and Hughes) had a erushing of 24 tons for 2902zs 10dwis. 2

1813: Thealluvial lead known as the Puzzle Flat, tending towards Archdale and Homebush is, according to
report, carrying payable wash. The Bealiba Alluvial Company has sunk two shafts and bottomed at 100 feet.

...a winding plant is being erected, and later a cyanide plant will be put up to treat the slum from the puddlers.3

1914: Fourcompanies have been engaged on the Puzzle Flat leads, but have not been in continuous work. The
greater part of the year has been spent in securing and erecting machinery. 4

1915: Bealiba - progress on this field has been slow; most of the year has been taken up in erecting plant,
consisting of one battery, puddler, separators, filter presses, and cyanide plants... At present, 3 companies at

work, employing about 60 men.”

1916: Threecompanies engaged opening up the shallow washes at Puzzle Flat closed down early in the year
owing to low values.
A co-operalive party of eight men is testing the ore of the central mine by cyanide treatment. 6

DESCRIFTION OF PHYSICAL REMAINS:

The pumping works site may illustrate 3 different phases of pumping:

Phase 1 - brick well and engine bed (stcam power)

Phase 2 - concrete well and iron stand (windmill)

Phase 3 - Diesel or petrol engine {pump shed)

Thebrick well and engine bed may well date to 1913-1915 when several companies were working alluvial wash
at Puzzle flat, The concrete well and iron structure, and staticnary engine would certainly post datethis time.

Pumping site

On the NEcomner of a large dam is a galvanised iron pump shed which is 4, 1m (13R) square. This shed contains
the body of a Ronaldson Tippet stationery engine,

Sm from the § side of the shed is a cireular brick well (1.5m or 5ft diameter) associated a single brick engine bed.
The brick foundation measures 3.7m (12ft) x 1.5m (5ft). The well and footing appears to have once been
enclosed by a galvanised iron shed: the surviving outline suggests the shed was 6.1m (20ft) square.

Eof the brick well and footing, towards the dam, is another circular well (diameter 3.6m or 12ft). This well has a
concrete lining and surrounded by four concrete pads, each of which contain the stump of an iron leg
(presumbably a water tower, or perhaps windmill, once sat above the well), The iron structure would have had a
base 2.9m or 9 1/2ft square.

A wooden jetty near the site of the concrete well carries two different galvanised iron pipelines. The larger
diameter (4 1/2 inch) runs te the pump shed. The other pipeline (2 3/4 inch) leads to the concrete well,

NWofthe pumping works arelarge dumps of crushed and/or washed cemented gravels.

The surrounding area appears to have been extentsively worked by surfacing and shafts. Alot of the workings
have been bulldozed and levelled.

PHOTOS: Photo 1: Pump shed and brick well. Looking W
Photo 2: Showing two wells. Looking E
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ARTEFACTS: Body of stationary engine

INTEGRITY/CONDITION:  What survives is in good condition andstill retains considerable interpretative
power,

THREATS: Scavenging for building material and artefacts

CULTURAL SIGNIFICANCE:

The site has:
Scientific significance because it
a) represents an important mining technology, ie, the provision of water for the processing of
alluvial wash.
b) is historically representative: one of the few surviving sites marking the type of mining that
predominated the mining history of Bealiba

Significance  ranking:  Local

CONSERVATION POLICY:

None required

RECOMMENDATIONS FOR IMPLEMENTA TION:
None

Assessor:  David Bannear Date: May 1991
1 Mining Surveyors’ Reports, Sept 1871
2 Mining Surveyors’ Reports, Dec 1887

3 Mining Surveyors’ Annual Repaorts, 1913
4 Mining Surveyors’ Annual Reports, 1914
B Mining Surveyors’ Annual Reports, 1916
8 Mining Surveyors’ Annual Reports, 13186
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Advanced Bealiba mine site

SITE NO. & NAME: 082 ADVANCED BEALIBA MINE SITE
LOCATION: Advanced Bealiba Reef, Bealiba

DIRECTIONS: Approx 250m E from the SE corner of Allot 6, Parish of Bealiba.

MAP/GRID REFERENCE:  Dunolly North 1:25,000 - 292263

PARCEL NUMBER: P132576
MUNICIPALITY: Shire of Bet Bet
LAND STATUS: Unreserved Crown Land

EXISTING HERITAGE CLASSIFICATION:  None, although Tinpot Hill, which lies to the W has been
nominated by the LCCStudy {Shafts, old unsurveyed township)

FRESENTMANAGEMENT/USE: LCC-NCR46

HISTORY:

18 April 1863: The Archdale Bridge is now finished but not yet open for traffic. It is indeed & very fine looking
picce of work and reflects greatly on the workmen who erected it, especially on the principal carpenter, a skilful
workman named Gouge ... Mr Nicholas Megreevey, of this town, is about to erect an hotel, at the end of the
bridge, suitable in every respect to the requirements of the place ... In mining there is absolutely nothing new.
Therushto the Bald Hills is about finished and there is no more new ground opening; the miners are returning to
their old haunts in the hills, At Anderson’s Hill a few are making small wages’ the same at the Emuand Sinnott’s

... Only one party is teft working at Tunstall's Hill. 1 [ Tunstall’s Hill may be what is now called Tinpot Hill]

Sept 1870: Saturday last was a redletter day on Bealiba. Onthat dayits inhabitants wereconvinced that a
quartzreef, yiclding upwardsof four ounces to the ton, had been discovered. The reefwas discovered by Mr
Stevenson, a few days back, and is situated about 1 1/2 miles from the township, and is near Mr Coutt’s
Bealiba station, Several reefs have been prospected in this vicinity, but without success; some having paid as
high as half an ounce to the ton, but werenot remunerative, owing to the expense attatched to the working of
them. But nc doubt the present ground discovered, will lead to a thorough examination by practical men of our
different reefs, which abound on ali sides. The new reefhas been appropriately named the "Advanced Bealiba"
and the prospeeting claim is held by four men. They have already crushedon Saturday at the Glamorganshire
balteries and yielded the very handsome return of 37 ounces ... over 4 ounces to the ton ... Ofcourse the

ground all along the course of the reefis marked out for a considerable distance. 2

30 Sept 1870: The Advanced Bealiba Reefis now ell opened out, and a considerable quantity of stone is now at
grass ready for the mill. Thestone still looks well and promises to yield as rich a return as the first crushing,
Two other reefs have been opened up, or rather a continuation of the Advanced Bealiba. One was discovered by

Mr Baxter, and the other by Mr. F Chapple. 3

4 Nov 1870: Messrs Sutton, of the Advanced Bealiba prospecting claim, crushed about 40 loads of stone this
week at the Glamorganshire batteries, The yield being 32 ozs some odd dwts, They are now down about 50 feet

and the reefappears to be well defined. 4

Sept 1871: This line of reefis looking very well, and is likely to be permanent. Goodman & party crushed 20
tons which gave 2-1/40z perton. Sutton & party, the prospecting claim, crushed 14 tons for 13-1/2 ozs.”

19 May 1871: Another new reefhas been discovered at Beaaliba on the road between that place and Moliagul,
The discoverers are Messrs Stephens and Sutton, who werethe prospectors of the Advanced Bealiba Reef ...

the new one is situated about half a mile from that one, ©

March 1872: Baxter & Grahamhave had a crushing of 60 tons from their claim, which averaged over 1 ox per
ton... They have purchased a crushing plant, which will shortly be at work, Boddy & Graham's claim is

looking well. 7

June 1872: Goodman & Baxter have sunk their shaft to a depth of 115 feet...and have erected a crushing plant.
They are now reducing about 250 tons from their claim. 8

December 1876: The Welcome Company have been driving & stoping the 210-foot level...also sinking the
shaft, which is now 230 feet.?
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Advanced Bealiba mine site

June 1877: The Welcome Company, Advance Bealiba Reef, areidle at present, pending the erection of a
pumping plant, for which they arenegotiating, 10

June 1879 Welcome Reef Company, Bealiba, Thetaking downand erection of the plant for this company is
being rapidiy proceeded with by the contractors, nine men being employed to complete the work. 11

March 1880; Welcome Company - sinking the shaft deeper, present depth 240 feet. Thecompany have just
purchased a crushing plant which will be erected at once, 12

June 1880: Welcome Reef Company, Bealiba - main shaft has been sunk a further depth and timbered, making
atotal of 300 feet from the surface. Aheavy body of water was met with, which has since decreased,and the
pumps have now complete control... The erection of crushing machinery is nearly completed,

North Welcome Company, Bealiba -sinking a main shaft, which is now down 65 feet, timbered and centred

throughout. 13

Sept 1880: Welcome Co., Bealiba - work suspended pending completion of plant. The battery is now
finished.
North Welcome Co. have purchased pumping and winding machinery, and areabout to call tenders for its

removal and re-erection. 14

Dec1881: Royal George Co. have had some crushings about 8 dwts perton; but the water being too strong to
carry on work to advantage with a whim, they have suspended operations pending the erection of steam

machinery. 15

March 1882: George Reef Company, Bealiba, have completed the erection of their winding plant and tl-inch
cylinder engine. They are now baling out the mine, and will commence breaking stone immediately and

sinking the shaft deeper.16

Sept 1887: Cruicksharnk's Company areerecting a new winding plant, the purpose to sink the main shaft
100ft deeper. The work done by this company is purely prospecting. The Rising Star Company, two and a

half miles north of this, arealso sinking on a new line of country, and raising payable stone. 17

June 1888: Cruickshank’s Co., Bealiba - ...they areabout to erect a erushing plant to treat the quartzraised
(there being nothing of this kind in the locality). 18

Dec 1888: Cruickshank’s Co. have erecteda crushing plant and are now raising stone yielding 3/4 oz to the

ton. 19

March 1889: Cruickshanks and Co. have been engaged in the erection of a new pump, to enable them to cope
with the water, and sink their main shaft 100 feet deeper, which work was commenced on the 4th April. They
have also been stoping from the shallower levels, 60 tons of stone crushed gave a yield of 29 ozs 10dwt of

gold, 20

June 1889: Cruickshanks Company have been extending its bottom level, and crushed 52 tons of stone fora
yield of 173 ozs 12 dwtof gold. Thecountry at this level having been somewhat disturbed, they areabout to
sink the main shaft deeper, and consider the prospects encouraging, Twonew reefs have recently been
discovered by Cruickshank and Son, who were assisted by the local Prospecting Association, situated south
and west of and adjoining the Cruickshank Company’s ground. From these reefs, and near the surface, very

payable prospects have been obtained. 21

18 Feb 1890: Rising Star, Bealiba: Crosscutting in whim shaft... Contractors have stack full height, and
expect to finish building in boiler next week 22

25 Feb 1890: Rising Star - will open out on stone after we have cut the eastern reef.23

March 1890 Cruickshanks - During the fortnight the pistons of the engine have been taken out and put in

first class order. 24

April 1890: Engine and new boiler will be connected during the week. 25

29 April 1890: Carpenter started on repairs and additions to battery table; sinking whip shaft. 26

3 May 1890: Rising Star - tested the boiler before gelting up steam in beginning of week; also started battery
which is now working smoothiy. 27

13 May 1890: It was intended to crush 100 tons before cleaning up, but an accident to the winding engine
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Advanced Bealiba mine site

piston causeda stoppage, andthis was followed by further delays through breakages of pump stays... Several
tenders for pumping plant wercreceived. 28

May 1890: Cruickshanks ...have raised and crushed 24 tons quartzfor 100z 18dwt ... Have yet to treat the
pyrites, which will bring the yield up to half an ounce per ton, 29

June 1890: Cruickshank’s Cos mine, Bealiba. The company intend completing the erection of machinery, and
it is expected when this is done some excellent returns will be realised, 39

Sept 1890: Cruickshanks Reef, Bealiba - Yield from 8 days crushing, 58 ozs from 88 tons. A tender excepted
for carting plant from Loddon Reef Co's mine. 31

Feb 1891 All the machinery bolted down and now busy building in boiler and erecting housing. 32

1912: Nothing much doing. 33

DESCRIFPTION OF PHYSICAL REMAINS.

The dump of battery sand and associated mullock heap presumably dates to  Cruickshanks original mine, which
was the site of a battery erected on the line of the reefin 1888,

Battery site
Most dominate feature of the site is a shaft still surroundedon all sides by its mullock paddock. 20m N of this is

what survives of a dump of battery. Thearea has been extensivley bulldozed and cleared,

Tothe E& W the ground appears to have been extensively surfaced and worked by shaft sinking. Some of the
mullock paddocks still survive, but all the shafts have been filled. During a brief survey, four narrow rectangular
shafts were found (minus mullock), presumably they have been filled, but are now subsiding,

PHOTOS. None taken

ARTEFACTS: None

INTEGRITY/CONDITION:  Poor

THREATS:

CULTURAL SIGNIFICANCE.

Despite the destruction of the site and other workings along the line of reef, the area has:
Historical significance because it was & success as a mine in terms of yields: Advance Bealiba reef
workings mark the site of the only suceessful quartzmining carried at around the town of Bealiba,
Scientific significance because of its historical representativeness: the reef workings mark the
western boundary of quartzmining carriedout in the Dunolly Division

Significance  ranking: Local

CONSERVATION POLICY:

None required

RECOMMENDATIONS FOR IMPLEMENTATION:

None

Assessor: David Bannear Date: May 1991
1 Dunolly and Burnt Creek Express , 18.4,1863,p. 2
2 Durolly and Bet Bet Shira Express , 20/311870
3 Dunolly and Bet Bat Shire Express , 30/9/1870
4 Dunolly and Bet Bet Shire Express , 4/11/1870
5 Mining Surveyors’ Reports, September 1871

6 Dunolly and Bet Bet Shire Express , 19/5/1871
7 Mining Surveyors’ Reports, March 1872

8 Mining Surveyors’ Reports, June 1872

9 Mining Surveyors’ Reports, December 1876

10 Mining Surveyors’ Reports, June 1877
11 Mining Surveyors’ Reports, Juns 1879
12 Mining Surveyors’ Reports, March 1880
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13
14
15
16
17
18
19

20

21
22
23
24
25
26
27
28
29
30
31
32
33

Mining Surveyors’ Reports, June 1880
Mining Surveyors’ Reports, September 1880

Mining Surveyors’ Quarterly
Mining Surveyors’ Quarterly
Mining Surveyors’ Quarterly
Mining Surveyors’ Quarterly
Mining Surveyors’ Quarterly
Mining Surveyors® Quarterly
Mining Surveyors’ Quarterly

Dunoclly & Bet Bet Shire Express
Dunally & Bet Bet Shire Express
Dunolly & Bet Bet Shire Express
Dunofly & Bet Bet Shire Express
Dunolly & Bet Bst Shire Express
Dunolly & Bet Bst Shire Express
Dunolly & Bet Bet Shire Express

Reports,
Reports,
Reports,
Raports,
Reports,
Reports,
Reports,

December 1881
March 1882
September 1887
June 1888
Dacember 1888
March 1889
June 1889

, 18.2,1890
, 25.2.1890
, 25/3/1880
 24/4/1890
. 29.4.1820
,3.6.18%20

, 13.5.1890

Dunolfy & Bet Bet Shire Express , 6/6/1890
Dunolly & Bet Bet Shire Express , 10/6/1890

Dunolly & Bet Bet Shire Express
Dunolly & Bet Bet Shire Express
Mining Surveyors’ Annual Reports,

. 5/9/1890
, 24/2/1891
1812
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Tunstell’s Diggings

SITE NO. & NAME: 083 TUNSTALL’S DIGGINGS
LOCATION: Bealiba
DIRECTIONS: 4km NWof Bealiba. Dirt road leads to the site.

MAP/GRID REFERENCE:  Dunolly North 1:25,000 - 2&4.285 ol & / Lok
GE cortneTP ] "\j(‘ee %) r1<r= seation,

PARCEL NUMBER, P120235 and P120237
MUNICIPALITY: Shire of Bet Bet
LAND STATUS: State Forest/Unreserved Crown Land

EXISTING HERITAGE CLASSIFICATION.:  McConville(1987} - Signs of buildings/street plan

PRESENT MANAGEMENT/USE.: LCC-NCE10

HISTORY:

March 1867 Arush has taken place three miles north west of Bealiba, whereabout 1500 miners areengaged,

many of whom are realising fair wages. 1

June 1867: Tunstall’s Rush - is still supporting about 800 miners, 2

June 1868: At Tunstall’s the shallow alluvial ground is pretty well worked out, and the population is
dccreasing.3

DESCRIFTION OF PHYSICAL REMAINS:

Sinkings and exposed artefacts appear consistent to the time that the area was first rushed in late 1860s. The
rock mounds (probably fireplaces) runalong the perimeters of the sinkings. They appear to line up, suggesting
a street pattern.

Alluvial workings
Band {approx 300m wide) of alluvial sinkings that run for some 2km. Theband exists on both side of the track,

The sinkings on the § side of the track are fairly evenly spaced (between 5 to 7m apart) and each has its own
substantial mullock paddock. The sinkings N of the road appear to have a strip of more intense  sinkings

runninbg along the Wside of the band,

On both sides of the band are a series of rock mounds (slightly raised above ground level). A brief survey
counted 15 mounds. Some of the mounds appear to line-up as if related to a street. Areas surounding some of the
mounds have been excavated by boitle hunters. The artefacts left behind (mainly thick black bottle glass)
appears to be uniformerly mid to late 19th century in date.

Apart from evidence of recent camping, no signs of any 1930s ‘Sustenance working’ was found.

PHOTOS: None taken
ARTEFACTS: Mainly botle glass
INTEGRITY/CONDITION:  Good

THREATS: Treasurehunting and surface mining

CULTURAL SIGNIFICANCE.
The Tunstall’s diggings have:
- Historical significance because they are part of a group pf sites, the totality of which is considered to
be significant

Scientific significance because they represent an important mining technology: the sinkings and
associated fireplaces appear to original late 1860s workings.

Significance  ranking: Regional

CONSERVATION POLICY:

The significance of the site comes from its intactness, age and ability to illustrate the nature of mid to late 19th
century alluvial rush. '
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Tunstall's Diggings

RECOMMENDATIONS FOR IMPLEMENTATION:

Detailed archaeological survey carried out and the township site containing the rock mounds and sinkings
protected from surface mining.

Assessor:  David Bannear Date: May 1991
1 Mining Surveyors’ Reports, March 1887
2 Mining Sutveyors’ Reports, June 1867
3 Mining Surveyors’ Reports, June 1868
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Deason & Brooker Reef cyanide vats

SITE NO. & NAME: 084 DEASON & BROOKER CYANIDE VATS
LOCATION; Deason & Brooker Reef, Moliagul
DIRECTIONS: SWof junction of Bendigo-8t ArmaudRoad and Bealiba-Moliagul Read. Moliagul

MAF/GRID REFERENCE:  Rheela South - 360.302

FARCEL NUMBER: P124952
MUNICIPALITY: Shire of Bet Bet
LAND STATUS. State Forest

EXISTING HERITAGE CLASSIFICATION:  None

PRESENT MANAGEMENT/USE: LCC-NCIs

HISTORY:

No history collected

DESCRIPTION OF PHYSICAL REMAINS:

Remains belong to cyaniding aperations carried out in the 20th century. Surviving on the site is a dam, a partly
excavated tailings dump, and three partly exposed G.I. ¢cyanide vats.

PHOTOS: None taken
ARTEFACTS. None visible
INTEGRITY/CONDITION:  Average

THREATS:

CULTURAL SIGNIFICANCE.

Site holds some local significance dueto the survival of the cyanide vats and its proximity to the Welcome
Stanger site.

Significance  ranking:  Local

CONSERVATION POLICY:

None required
RECOMMENDATIONFORIMPLEMENTATION:
None

Assessor; David Bannear Date: May 1991
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Bet Bet Leadpuddler

SITE NO. & NAME; 085 BET BET LEAD PUDDLER
LOCATION: Bet Bet Lead, Dunolly
DIRECTIONS: 500m north aloeng the Maryborough Maind Road from its junction with the

Bromley Road, Site located 200m south west of the main road.

MAP/GRID REFERENCE:  Dunolly South - 447,126

PARCEL NUMBER. P121980
MUNICIPALITY: Shire of Bet Bet
LAND STATUS: State Forest

EXISTING HERITAGE CLASSIFICATION:  None

PRESENTMANAGEMENT/USE: LCC-NCE20

HISTORY:

1853: Burnt Creek, the creek itself, was so-called before gold digging started, but Burnt Creek goldfield,
situated about two miles south of Dunolly, started with the discovery of gold early in 1853, and at a rush later
thal year .., Between Augustand October 1853 the Commissioners’ Camp at Jones Creek was shifted to Burmnt
Creek, wherethere had been a rush ... By April 1854 there had been an increase in population at Bumt Creek,
and there were400 diggers there in July. Digging was going on in Quaker's Gully and two large nuggets were
found there in 1854, by October there were 900 on the rush, and the Bet Bet reef was discovered, By November
1854 the gold workings extended three miles from Bet Bet to Burnt Creek and a Commissioners’ Camp was
started at Bet Bet, near where Grant's hotel was later. This rush collapsed soon after and the Camp was broken

up in December. 1

The Bet Bet Leadwas worked in 1854, as probably wereBarbers Gully and those closer to the railway. Atthe
oot of the hill, during the rush, was a short-lived township. This included Tom Curran’s public house, boxing
saloon and 30 yards away a billiard saloen. This was replaced by George Hutchinson’s Horse and Jockey Hotel

in the late 1850's and 1860's, 2

1864: In December 1864 two diggers, Clegg and Anderson, opened Cockatoo Flat at Bet Bet, and in April
1866 lhe same lead, after being lost, was re-discovered. Therewerealso rushes to Bet Bet in 1870 and 1873, 3

1903: Atthe Dukeand Main leads Consol work has been confined exclusively to extending the lower and
intermediate levels, and draining the lead by means of bores. Twenty four men are employed, 16 of whom are
working underground..

Main LeadsNorth mine, adjoining, there drainage operations will greatly assist the unwatering of this
section of the lead system.., during the yesr 3,765 ounces of gold werewon, average of 30 men were

employed, 70 of whom worked undcrground.4

1909: Dukeand Mail Lead Consols Co. - continue to open up large arcas of washdirt, which has proved
payable.., Theundergroundhaulage, by electric power, of the washdirt to the main shaft has been completed.
Threeeleetric locomotives arein usetaking place of horse-power. One electric motor for puddling purposes

and one No. 4 Berdan pan has been addedto the treatment plant. 5

1911: Mine continues to open up well, and from all appearances, there are many years of profitable work
ahead.®

1913: Numberof men employed 140.7

1918: Alluvial mining was actively carriedon by the Dukeand Main LeadsConsol Company, al Bet Bet, until
the ¢lose of the year, when operations weresuspended, and the mine and plant sold. The company during its
existence workeda length along the lead of 4 miles, 2 miles on either side of the shaft, and from the gold
producedpaid about £80,000 in dividends... Thereis another mile of solid ground along the lead from the

north workings to the old Burnt Creek workings. 8

DESCRIPTION OF PHYSICAL REMAINS,

Although no references were collected for this site, it would most certainly date to the carly 20th century,
perhaps to the time when the Bet Bet lead was being worked by large deep lead mining companies.
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Bet Bet Leadpuddler

Puddler

150m south of the Bet Bet Reefbattery site, on the north side of a shallow gully, is a well preserved puddler. The
puddleris right on the dege of the treatment area of a working alluvial mine,

The puddler’s inner mound has a diameter of 5f which is retained by Gal. iron. There is no central pivot post,
suggesting the puddlermay have been steam driven. The puddling trench is SR wide, 2-3/4ft deep, and has has a
concrete floor. The outer wall of the puddling trench comprises a concrete renderedstone wall.. Thestone is set
in a soft mortar. Aniron pipe runsthrough the north side of the puddler. From the pipes position, near the top
of the puddler, it is a waterinlet. Thereis no wash surviving, )
The gully below the puddlerhas been surfacein recent times and revegetated.

PHOTOS: 1. puddling trench
2. puddler(general)
3. Inner mound and puddling trench
4, puddler (general}

ARTEFACTS: None visible

INTEGRITY/CONDITION:  Good

THREATS:

The site has:

Scientific Significance , because of its !

a) rarity. The puddleris the only one of its kind yet found in the Central Victarian goldfields.
b) intactness

¢) ability to demonstrate the variation in puddlerdesign, construction and operation .

d} proximity to other well preserved gold mining features, viz. Site 086

Significance  ranking:  National Estate

CONSERVATION POLICY:

Site’s significance comes from its rarity, viz. its ability to illustrate a type of puddler type not previously
recordedin the Central goldfields of Victoria,

RECOMMENDATIONS FOR IMPLEMENTATION:
Site be protected

Assessor:  David Bannear Date: May 1991
1 Flett 1879, p276

2 Tully 1988, p27

3 Flett 1979, p277

4 Mining Surveyors’ Annual Reports, 1203

5 Mining Surveyors’ Annual Reports, 1909

6 Mining Surveyors’ Annual Reports, 1911

7 Mining Surveyors’ Annuel Reports, 1913

8 Mining Surveyers’ Annual Reports, 1918
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Bet Bet Reefbattery

SITE NO. & NAME: 086 BET BET REEF BATTERY

LOCATION: Bet Bet Reef, Dunolly

DIRECTIONS: 600m north along the Maryborough Main Road from its junction with the
Bromley Road. Site located 150m south west of the main road.,

MAP/GRID REFERENCE:  Dunolly South - 447.126

PARCEL NUMBER: P121980
MUNICIPALITY: Shire of Bet Bet
LAND STATUS: State Forest

EXISTING HERITAGE CLASSIFICATION:  None

PRESENT MANAGEMENT/USE: LCC-NCE20

HISTORY:

1854: Discovered in 1854 - is about 1-1/2 miles NNWof the Bet Bet Bridge on the west side of the Dunolly
Road. The prospectors, who werenot named, took out 27lbs of gold but wereswamped out at 40 feet, !

1854-1872:; Foundin 1854 this reefwas worked on and off until 1872, usually averaging 1 oz/ton.,. When the
Bet Bet Reef was first found there wereno crushers available on the field. Some miners devised a new method of
extracting the gold by melting quartzin a large furnace. Quartz was continually addedto the boiling mixture, the
excess drained out an overflow pipe. It was assumed that the gold, being heavy, would remain in the bottom,
However, in the violently bubbling broth many flecks of gold found their way out the overflow and the process

Was abandoned.2

1857: In June 1857, George Hutchinson.. .took upthe reefand sank to 100 feet and in August took out 2ewt of
stone so rich it was advisable to take it home for crushing, getting 3000z from 15 tons, which auseda great rush

to the reefin August. MrSutton hadthe next claim to the prospector.
1858; Green Bros., with Sutten and Hutchinson, formed the Bet-Bet Reef Company, 4

June 1859: Bet Bet Reef [Burnt Creek] - 3 claims, 100yds aggregate length. 5

1859. By 1859 the reefwas idle. It wastaken up by Caithness and Co., who brought a 30 hp crusher there from
Inglewood, then known as a Berdan machine. The crusher... was later discarded 8

June 1861: Started again...Caithness and Co. got a lease of 1500 yards of the reefin 1862. The recfwas about 8

feet wide and the company, of which J.C. Patterson and David Kirk weredirectors, did well from the reef, taking
out an average of 100 tons of stone a month that averaged nearly an ounce a ton. The Caithness Co. held the

lease on this reefuntil 1872, Thebest yields werein 1865, but the company later let it out on tribute.
1861: Thebattery was erected in 1861 and crushed not only for this reefbut many of the surrounding ones. 8
March 1867: The Company have let their mine and plant on tribute, for a period of 2 ycars.9

Deo 1871: Messrs Learmonth and Pritchard have purchased the plant and ground formerly belonging to the Bet-
bet Company, and have erected some of Carpenter’s Patent Separators for treating the tailings with. 10

March 1874: The Bet-bet Company have 12 men at work, who arebreaking out stone from the western reef, and
now have about 120 tons of stone ready for crushing. 11

4 Nov 1890: Meeting of the Bet Bet Reef Co. (Mr Crook’s prospecting claim)...decided to start work. 12

1 Sept 1891: Bet Bet Reef Co. - shaft now being timbered and centred. 13

DESCRIPTION OF PHYSICAL REMAINS.

Battery appears to have been operated by the Bet Bet Reef Co. through the 1860s and 1870s.
Baliery site
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Bet Bet Reefbattery

150m south from the Maryborough Road ia a battery site . The sitc has & 9-1/2 ft long line of 5to 6 of
relatively well preserved battery stumps (10-head of stamps). The stumps are approx 18 inches square. On the
western end of the stumps is the largely buried remains of a stone engine bed. The bed measures approx. 4ft x
13ft and no mounting bolts survive, Running south from the western side of the engine bed is the outline of a
stone boiler setting, which iz 20 f long and 9ft wide. The walls of the boiler seting are 2-1/2ft thick. The
stonework for the engine bed and the boiler setting is set in a soft mortar. A short flue runs from the south est
corner of the boiler setting to a largely buried circular stone chimnet stack base. Surrounding the stack base are
some red, hand-made bricks.

The stack base appears to have been re-used for some purpose after the demolition of the brick stack.

Briek fireplace

20m north of the battery site is a small brick fireplace. Scattered around the fireplace are numerous red, hand-
madebricks. Presumably this is a 20th century camp site, utilising bricks from the battery's stack,

Open cut

30m north of the battery, on the crown of a hill, is a 60m long open cut. The open cut is quite narrow (approx
10m wide) and has partly subsided. So farthe open cut has escaped being ised as alocal rubbish tip.

PHOTOS: 1. Battery site
2. Open cut
ARTEFACTS ! None visible

INTEGRITY/CONDITION:  Good

THREATS.

CULTURAL SIGNIFICANCE:

The site has:
* Scientific Significance , because of it:

a) is one of the earliest surviving batteries in the Dunolly Mining Division. The other early
batteries are Shecak Reefbattery (site 067) and Walkers Reef battery (site 077A),

b) is fairly intact., Thetwo other early battery sites are poorly preserved.

¢) has archaeological potential, as most of the site is covered by rubble.

d) has a well defined open cut

e} proximity to other well preserved gold mining features, viz. Site 085

Significance  ranking:  Regional

CONSERVATION POLICY:

Significance comes from the place’s ability to demonstrate several features that characterised mid to late 19th
century gold mining in the Central Goldfields.

RECOMMENDATIONS FOR IMPLEMENTATION,

Site be protected

Assessor: David Bannear Date: May 1991

Flett, 1956

Tully 1988, p27

Fiett, 1956

Flett, 1956

Mining Surveyors’ Quarterly Reports Jupe, 1859, p15
Flett, 1956

Flett, 1956

Tully, 1988, p. 27

Mining Surveyors’ Quarterly Reports, March 1867

WO~ LW

12 Dunolly and Betbetshire Express , 4.11.1890
13 Dunolly and Bstbetshire Express , 1.9.1891
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