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Prahran Town Hall H0203, Former Prahran Fire Station H0519 & Boatitar Ralloart House H0542 Heritage Impacasment

Heritage Impact&ement for:
The Prahran Town HradlmePrahran Fire StateordFormePolice Station & Court House

This Statement forms part of a permit application for:

Demolitiqralteration and additions to faciitatbishment of i@hran Town Ha@implex for public &
community activities and eveamdghe maintenance and repair of the existing buildings

Date:
11 April 2019

Reference:
VHR HO20¥HR H0518 VHR H0542

Address and property description:
Chapel & Greville Ssetahran.

Thereaare three relevant heritage places referred to in this report: the Prahazid Tavwre Hat3(ffice
(HO203)henceforth referred to as tiEHprmePrahran Fire Station (HO&i&theFormer Police Station

and Courthouse (HQ5Zhese threeilidings are collectively referred to as the Prahran Town Hall Complex
(PTHC)The Prahran Town Hadl the rear Council carpkdform the Prahran Town Hall Archaeological
Precinct (VHI No. H73320).

Designed and constructed as a number @& elisorents and over a period of tired Hkepresents the
work of a number of important Melbalnitects and the creation of a core group of nteriaaythublic
buildings

The Prahran Town Hall registration covers the main TowmttalParsd €@ffice. The buildings are located
on the corner of Chapel and Greville Streets, andeaitbybitnenbrmer Police Station and Courthouse to
the west, and an open asphalted carpark to the south. It itheotdidttiah of objects conmgris

furniture, located in the Council Chambers, and hontagabedvitdsin the second leveheformer Post
Officaare included as part of the listing. These are as follows:

A blackwood speaker's elouncil Chamber

Two blackwood armchaisuncil Chamber

A blackwood daiSouncil Chamber

A blackwood writing table with three frieze-dCawecd Chamber

A blackwood writing table with two frieze dCawersl Chamber

A set of five blackwood st@dsincil Chamber

A blackwood centable- Council Chamber

Four blackwood bench@ésuncil Chamber

A set of ten blackwood slidgrs Council Chamber

Eightriendly Society Honour Béasdsond level of the former Post Office

=4 =4 =8 -8 -8 -8 -89 _-9_9

TheFormePrahran Fire Station comprisessaarey bek building with an attached brick watchtower.
Fronting Macquarie Street to the wesuiitisibg the Prahran Town Hall to the ed&trritex Police
Station and Courthouse to the north and an open asphalted carpark to the south.

TheFormer Policgtation and Court House, at the corner of Greville and Macqisbieustdzdtsthe
sauth by thBormePrahran Fire Station and to the east by Prahran Town Ha#tdtéy dtiding
constructed of brick on a basalt plinth, but clesldnesariith limestone trihmda rectangular plan with a
main facade to Macquarie Stréetemondary facade to Greville Street.
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FlgureLl Aenal Map showmg the three VHR listings, and 1 VHI listing f-Pmmmﬁdhm Hall Compl@he Prahran Town HaII
(1) the Prahran Fire Sta®ntlie former Police Station and CourtBpasd the Prahran Town Hall Archaeological Precinct shown
in greenSource: Hermes Interactive Map.

Prepared by:

Renee MuratgearaSt MArch M.ICOMOS)
Trethowan Architecture

For:
Williams Rogsgchitects

Background to the works:

The rationale of the project e maRTHGwhigarelor om Cou
create a vibrant and activated communityatine grecinct. TREHOs expected to provide a wide range of
community uségthe growingcal, and wid@gpulation, by providifigxite and adaptable series of

spaces. The refurbishmentgsediuild a resilient community place, that cad teganging needs and

uses of the user grgugpening up a larger amount of the complex to the public.

Thedesign approaisfounded otieprinciplesfcelebratintpe originaévealing, retaigiand highlighting
elements that contributed foriner glor.h e p r o | ® protéctsandiestablishnitite primary spaces,
toundertake new work in a manner that minimises alteration to the aridit@kefaptamnanimal design
appoachwith a&contemporary expression that dossmatte with the historic famds reversible
wherever possible. This direction has been famalysis of the archival plans for the Town Hall
complex, which infotheslimitedreas of hbuildinthatremain largely intextheir cotraiction dateand
identifies those areas throughout the complex that have been altered.

The works have beégffuencedy a number of the functional and technical operating requirements of the
Counciincludinghe need for the building to be capaieultaneous e use of as many venues as
possible at onc¢he need for the spaces to perform acoustically, the need for event technology, power an
security, aratcess control withinktthigdingo modern standarats well aBuildingade andisability and
Discrimination AbDA compliance. Theasguirementavenformed many of the design decisions taken
throughout the complex.

In parallel to these works, the archaeology of the PTHC is being managed through a Wieesriary Heritage
consent proces3gfer Consent to Excavate (C1314)).
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Reference Documents

This Heritage Impact Statement has referred to the following documents:
9 Prahran Town Hall Conservation Managem@iviP)afRobert Sangsjated 2013.
1 Prahran Town Haétage 1 Heritage Advimepared by Trethowan Architecture and Extent Heritage
2017.

Why is the place of cultural heritage significance?

According to the Victorian Heritage Registertwt&rahran Town Hall is of architectural and historical
significance to the State of Victoria. It is of architectural significaexanagla éiha group of buildings
constructed over a period of time involving three important Melbou@maothéedtsVilson, Charles
D'Ebrpand Sydney Smith and,@gd for its interior decorative scheme and place within a group of
substantialméteenticentury public buildifidePrahran Town Hall also contains significant furniture and
eight Friendly Society Honour Boards.

The Prahran Fire Station is ofibadtand architectural significanceStatéhef Victoria. It is of historical
and architectural significance as the only known rerd&igirfgestation associated with volunteer fire
brigades, and for its association with the captaire@igadi James Kelly.

The former Police Station and Court House is afratcniigtiistorical significance to the State of Victoria. It
is of architectural significance as an outstanding example of Gothic Revival public architekgire by Public
Department architect Charles Gilchrist. It is of historical signifitastcatias arf the process of suburban
consolidation in late ninetemrttury Melbourne.

Thecultural heritage significance of the place is further exploredandhbkigdimetrwas reviewed
thePrahran Town Ha8itage 1 Heritage Advs#h documents havebeised in the preparation of this
Heritage Impact Statement. The CMP provides levels of significance for the spa¢¢S aviththeke
were ragedaspart of the Stage 1 Heritage Aewhazh also provided hergagelines for the adaptation of
these space$heSignificance Plaingm thé&rahran Town HaBtage 1 Heritage Adeieeincluded in
Appendix.Aherevisedevels of signific@were classified in accordance with the following categories

Primary Significance
Elementthat are of aesthetic, historical, social or technical/research value, which are essential to
understanding of the heritage significance of the plaich, aedetdments that are largely intact.

These areas should&@inedand all impacts avoided.

Contributory Significance
Elementthat are important in contributing to the cultural significance and interpretation of the plac
elements that anéginal but have been altered, or aretslefrt@storic interest.

Areas of Contributory Significance may be impacted by proposed wqrksamvitenstio¢ the
overall heritage significance of the Prahran Town Hall.

Little or No Significance
Elenents which were originally minor in hatedeen substantially altered, or are of recent origin.

Impact to these areas should be permitted, only if their removal does not negasitrattimapact the
nature or damage the aesthetic value @isseszed as of Primary or ContriSigdiigance.

For convenience, these categories are noted below in the description of the existing condition of the PTt

Current use of the registered place:

The Prahran Town HallhoGsesu nc i | 6 s and call aentre and, seééntly, iprovaded office
spaces for a number of Council services. The building als® Palvas Library, Bodctionen
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Chapelan event and reception venue as well as supporting spaces including officesneeti@gtion and
spaces, kitchen drat space®othtieFormeFire StatiomndFormer Police Station and Court House are
currentlynoccupiedvith vacant office spaces and storage areas present.

Existing condition of the registered place:

Overall, the Prahrdiown HalFormeFire StaonandFormePolice Station and Court Hausain in good
condition, wigvidence @ingoing change consistent with the evolving and continuing use sfahe building
local government and public operations.

The followirggction contaiasrief decription @freas within the compidising the numbers and names of
the existing conditpdangeproduced belowder each area, anudingheintegrity / conditimineachit
commences with a general comment opdisegrse of the spatere relevaflease nothat this

report utées the naming convention of Level 1 and Level 2 usdahiittddrawing set

1860s Old Town Hall, Council Chambers 809 Card Room, Dining Room & Associated Spaces
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The Old Town Hall and associated spaces comprise the rooms constructentigenpadt8FGRd own

Hall, added to in 1887 In generaltléitwork is proposed to the key spaces, including the Old Town Hall and
Council Chambensdiclremain highly intact and aPeimfary SignificanGgher spaces, including the foyer
spaces to the Old Town Hall, and the offices on the secondfledrdenahiore extensively altered,

including the installation of modern fittings and fixtures, suspended ceilings and the like. The first level
rooms (F1.02, F1.03 and F1.04) have also been subject to alteration, including the modsieatn of openi
dividing walls, the installation of gldaktdaiors and the like. As such, the majority of these spaces are
gradedContributoryhere theretain some of their former layout, with some kfjdees dfo Significance

located on the secdindr level (L2.18 and L2.22). It is noted that the rear foyer space (F1.12) has been gr
Contributoss it retains an altered stairpmlydat of its original decorative ceiling above the partition walls
that divide the toilets within this. space

Other key spaces of significance within this area are the former Committee Room and Dining Room (C1
C1.07). These spaces were constructati gfshpe New Town Hall in 1888 and are accessed off a corridor to
the west of the Council Chambeatiditethave occurred within these $gheeSommittee Room in

particular where the original external wall has been removed and a new ojpethiedarmadeanteroom

to create one large space. Despite this, the room still retains someesjgimadliad) original timber

doors and part of its decorative ceiling, and therefore, is considécedributergfSignificafite Dining

Room on the other hand, remains highly intact and retains origipalntiieoed @jthree Edwagdi

segmental arched leadlight wiridoweat the west walith the coat of arms of the six states of Australia, and
oneat the east walith Art duveau floral patterr{frigure 10s well as a decorative coved ceiling with two
ceiling roses. Thiem is dPrimary Significance.

The kitchen, toilets, bar spaces and links between the spaces (including those at second floor level) are
modern fabric that were constructed or altered during the 1970s and 1980s. These spaces are all consic
beofLittle to No Significaddekitchen areas (F1.21) to the rear@hithgroom were constructed as part

of the 1888 works, but were heavily refurbished inwhth T@10s8ginal fabric remaining today.

Figuret - View of foyer space (F1.03) looking south. Figures - Remnant ceiling decoration in foyer space (F1.03)
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Figures - View of the Old Town Hall. Note the modern doors, an Figure’ - View of the Council Chambers. This space remains hic
reinstated historic painéseh and includes part of the significant objects included within the Vv

Figure8 - View of the former Committes Rawwn as the Card Figure - View of the former Committee Room looking east.
Room) C1.07. Note the alteratiorvedliinedertaken as part of the
1980s workshich removed the window as shown in Figure 12.

Figurel0- View of the existing Stair 04 (outside the Dining Roor Figurell-View of thBining Room (C1.86pwing orignal doors, cei

showing one of three leadlight windows. This space was heavi and leadlight windows.

the 1980s and is of o6Little
Figurel2- View of the former Gallery Space showing the original
configuration. The proposed window to be recatastiecteamer
Card Roois highlighted in red.
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