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Heritage Impact Statement for:  

The Prahran Town Hall, Former Prahran Fire Station and Former Police Station & Court House. 
 

This Statement forms part of a permit application for:  

Demolition, alteration and additions to facilitate refurbishment of the Prahran Town Hall Complex for public & 
community activities and events, and the maintenance and repair of the existing buildings.  
 

Date:   

11 April 2019 
 

Reference: 

VHR H0203, VHR H0519 & VHR H0542 
 

Address and property description: 

Chapel & Greville Streets, Prahran. 
 
There are three relevant heritage places referred to in this report: the Prahran Town Hall and former Post Office 
(H0203), henceforth referred to as PTH, the Former Prahran Fire Station (H0519) and the Former Police Station 
and Courthouse (H0542). These three buildings are collectively referred to as the Prahran Town Hall Complex 
(PTHC). The Prahran Town Hall and the rear Council carpark also form the Prahran Town Hall Archaeological 
Precinct (VHI No. H7822-2370).  
 
Designed and constructed as a number of discrete elements and over a period of time, the PTHC represents the 
work of a number of important Melbourne architects and the creation of a core group of nineteenth-century public 
buildings. 
 
The Prahran Town Hall registration covers the main Town Hall and former Post Office. The buildings are located 
on the corner of Chapel and Greville Streets, and are bounded by the former Police Station and Courthouse to 
the west, and an open asphalted carpark to the south. It is noted that the collection of objects comprising 
furniture, located in the Council Chambers, and honour boards located within the second level of the former Post 
Office are included as part of the listing. These are as follows: 
 

¶ A blackwood speaker's chair - Council Chamber 

¶ Two blackwood armchairs - Council Chamber 

¶ A blackwood dais - Council Chamber 

¶ A blackwood writing table with three frieze drawers - Council Chamber 

¶ A blackwood writing table with two frieze drawers - Council Chamber 

¶ A set of five blackwood stools - Council Chamber 

¶ A blackwood centre table - Council Chamber 

¶ Four blackwood benches - Council Chamber 

¶ A set of ten blackwood side chairs - Council Chamber 

¶ Eight Friendly Society Honour Boards ï second level of the former Post Office 
 
The Former Prahran Fire Station comprises a two-storey brick building with an attached brick watchtower. 
Fronting Macquarie Street to the west, it is bounded by the Prahran Town Hall to the east, the Former Police 
Station and Courthouse to the north and an open asphalted carpark to the south.  
 
The Former Police Station and Court House, at the corner of Greville and Macquarie streets, is bounded to the 
south by the Former Prahran Fire Station and to the east by Prahran Town Hall. It is a two-storey building 
constructed of brick on a basalt plinth, but clad in sandstone with limestone trim. It has a rectangular plan with a 
main façade to Macquarie Street and secondary façade to Greville Street. 
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Figure 1 ï Aerial Map showing the three VHR listings, and 1 VHI listing that form the Prahran Town Hall Complex. The Prahran Town Hall 
(1), the Prahran Fire Station (2),  the former Police Station and Courthouse (3), and the Prahran Town Hall Archaeological Precinct shown 
in green. Source: Hermes Interactive Map. 

Prepared by: 

Renee Muratore (BArchSt MArch M.ICOMOS) 
Trethowan Architecture 

 

For:  

Williams Ross Architects 
 

Background to the works: 

The rationale of the project emanates from Councilôs vision statement and goals for the PTHC, which are to 
create a vibrant and activated community and creative precinct. The PTHC is expected to provide a wide range of 
community uses for the growing local, and wider, population, by providing a flexible and adaptable series of 
spaces. The refurbishment seeks to build a resilient community place, that can respond to changing needs and 
uses of the user groups, opening up a larger amount of the complex to the public.  
 
The design approach is founded on the principles of celebrating the original revealing, retaining and highlighting 
elements that contributed to its former glory. The projectôs intent is to protect and re-establish the primary spaces, 
to undertake new work in a manner that minimises alteration to the original fabric and to employ a minimal design 
approach with a contemporary expression that does not compete with the historic fabric, and is reversible 
wherever possible. This direction has been informed by an analysis of the archival plans for the Town Hall 
complex, which informs the limited areas of the building that remain largely intact to their construction dates, and 
identifies those areas throughout the complex that have been altered.  
 
The works have been influenced by a number of the functional and technical operating requirements of the 
Council, including the need for the building to be capable of simultaneous use (the use of as many venues as 
possible at once), the need for the spaces to perform acoustically, the need for event technology, power and data, 
security, and access control within the building to modern standards, as well as building code and Disability and 
Discrimination Act (DDA) compliance. These requirements have informed many of the design decisions taken 
throughout the complex.  
 
In parallel to these works, the archaeology of the PTHC is being managed through a Victorian Heritage Inventory 
consent process (Refer Consent to Excavate (C1314)). 
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Reference Documents 

This Heritage Impact Statement has referred to the following documents:  

¶ Prahran Town Hall Conservation Management Plan (CMP), Robert Sands, updated 2013.  

¶ Prahran Town Hall - Stage 1 Heritage Advice, prepared by Trethowan Architecture and Extent Heritage 
2017. 

 

Why is the place of cultural heritage significance? 

According to the Victorian Heritage Register citation, the Prahran Town Hall is of architectural and historical 
significance to the State of Victoria. It is of architectural significance as a fine example of a group of buildings 
constructed over a period of time involving three important Melbourne architects: Crouch and Wilson, Charles 
D'Ebro, and Sydney Smith and Ogg, and for its interior decorative scheme and place within a group of 
substantial nineteenth-century public buildings. The Prahran Town Hall also contains significant furniture and 
eight Friendly Society Honour Boards.  
 
The Prahran Fire Station is of historical and architectural significance to the State of Victoria. It is of historical 
and architectural significance as the only known remaining pre-1891 fire station associated with volunteer fire 
brigades, and for its association with the captain of the Fire Brigade ï James Kelly. 
 
The former Police Station and Court House is of architectural and historical significance to the State of Victoria. It 
is of architectural significance as an outstanding example of Gothic Revival public architecture by Public Works 
Department architect Charles Gilchrist. It is of historical significance as an illustration of the process of suburban 
consolidation in late nineteenth-century Melbourne. 
 
The cultural heritage significance of the place is further explored in the CMP, and this document was reviewed in 
the Prahran Town Hall ï Stage 1 Heritage Advice. Both documents have been used in the preparation of this 
Heritage Impact Statement. The CMP provides levels of significance for the spaces within the PTHC, and these 
were revised as part of the Stage 1 Heritage Advice, which also provided heritage guidelines for the adaptation of 
these spaces. The Significance Plans from the Prahran Town Hall ï Stage 1 Heritage Advice are included in 
Appendix A. The revised levels of significance were classified in accordance with the following categories: 
 

Primary Significance 
Elements that are of aesthetic, historical, social or technical/research value, which are essential to an 
understanding of the heritage significance of the place, and which are elements that are largely intact.  
 

These areas should be retained, and all impacts avoided. 
 
Contributory Significance 
Elements that are important in contributing to the cultural significance and interpretation of the place, or 
elements that are original but have been altered, or are elements of historic interest. 
 
Areas of Contributory Significance may be impacted by proposed works, within the parameters of the 
overall heritage significance of the Prahran Town Hall. 

 

Little or No Significance 
Elements which were originally minor in nature, have been substantially altered, or are of recent origin. 
 
 Impact to these areas should be permitted, only if their removal does not negatively impact the structural 
nature or damage the aesthetic value of areas assessed as of Primary or Contributory Significance. 

 
For convenience, these categories are noted below in the description of the existing condition of the PTHC. 

 

Current use of the registered place: 

The Prahran Town Hall houses Councilôs customer service and call centre and, until recently, provided office 
spaces for a number of Council services. The building also houses the Prahran Library, and Functions-on-
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Chapel, an event and reception venue as well as supporting spaces including offices, reception and meeting 
spaces, kitchen and bar spaces. Both the Former Fire Station and Former Police Station and Court House are 
currently unoccupied, with vacant office spaces and storage areas present.  
 

Existing condition of the registered place: 

Overall, the Prahran Town Hall, Former Fire Station and Former Police Station and Court House remain in good 
condition, with evidence of ongoing change consistent with the evolving and continuing use of the buildings for 
local government and public operations. 
 
The following section contains a brief description of areas within the complex utilising the numbers and names of 
the existing condition plans reproduced below under each area, and noting the integrity / condition of each. It 
commences with a general comment on the proposed use of the space where relevant. Please note that this 
report utilises the naming convention of Level 1 and Level 2 used in the submitted drawing set.  
 
1860s - Old Town Hall, Council Chambers and 1880s ï Card Room, Dining Room & Associated Spaces 
 

 
Figure 2 ï Level 1 Plan 

 
Figure 3 ï Level 2 Plan 
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The Old Town Hall and associated spaces comprise the rooms constructed as part of the original 1860s Town 
Hall, added to in 1877-78. In general, little work is proposed to the key spaces, including the Old Town Hall and 
Council Chambers, which remain highly intact and are of Primary Significance. Other spaces, including the foyer 
spaces to the Old Town Hall, and the offices on the second floor level have been more extensively altered, 
including the installation of modern fittings and fixtures, suspended ceilings and the like. The first level meeting 
rooms (F1.02, F1.03 and F1.04) have also been subject to alteration, including the modification of openings and 
dividing walls, the installation of glazed bi-fold doors and the like. As such, the majority of these spaces are 
graded Contributory where they retain some of their former layout, with some spaces of Little or No Significance 
located on the second floor level (L2.18 and L2.22). It is noted that the rear foyer space (F1.12) has been graded 
Contributory as it retains an altered stair, and only part of its original decorative ceiling above the partition walls 
that divide the toilets within this space. 
 
Other key spaces of significance within this area are the former Committee Room and Dining Room (C1.06 and 
C1.07). These spaces were constructed as part of the New Town Hall in 1888 and are accessed off a corridor to 
the west of the Council Chamber. Alterations have occurred within these spaces ï the Committee Room in 
particular ï where the original external wall has been removed and a new opening made in the former anteroom 
to create one large space. Despite this, the room still retains some original features, including original timber 
doors and part of its decorative ceiling, and therefore, is considered to be of Contributory Significance. The Dining 
Room on the other hand, remains highly intact and retains original timber six-paneled doors; three Edwardian 
segmental arched leadlight windows ï two at the west wall with the coat of arms of the six states of Australia, and 
one at the east wall with Art Nouveau floral patterning (Figure 10); as well as a decorative coved ceiling with two 
ceiling roses. This room is of Primary Significance.  
 
The kitchen, toilets, bar spaces and links between the spaces (including those at second floor level) are all 
modern fabric that were constructed or altered during the 1970s and 1980s. These spaces are all considered to 
be of Little to No Significance. The kitchen areas (F1.21) to the rear of the Dining Room were constructed as part 
of the 1888 works, but were heavily refurbished in the 1940s with no original fabric remaining today. 
 

  
Figure 4 - View of foyer space (F1.03) looking south.  Figure 5 - Remnant ceiling decoration in foyer space (F1.03) 
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Figure 6 - View of the Old Town Hall. Note the modern doors, and 
reinstated historic paint scheme. 

Figure 7 - View of the Council Chambers. This space remains highly intact 
and includes part of the significant objects included within the VHR listing. 

  
Figure 8 - View of the former Committee Room (known as the Card 
Room) C1.07. Note the alteration of the wall undertaken as part of the 
1980s works which removed the window as shown in Figure 12. 

Figure 9 - View of the former Committee Room looking east. 

  
Figure 10 - View of the existing Stair 04 (outside the Dining Room) and 
showing one of three leadlight windows. This space was heavily altered in 
the 1980s and is of óLittle to No Significanceô.  

Figure 11 - View of the Dining Room (C1.06) showing orignal doors, ceiling 
and leadlight windows. 

 

Figure 12 - View of the former Gallery Space showing the original window 
configuration. The proposed window to be reconstructed to the former 
Card Room is highlighted in red. 
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